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FONDAZIONE PRADA
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INTRODUCTION

THESIS TOPIC STATEMENT

“Many museums rely on fixed 
circulation, limiting personal 

interpretation of a collection.”



Bodies & Building Complex	  Projects Selaine Gajadien  I 5
11

INTRODUCTION

RESEARCH QUESTION

“ How can museum architecture provide 
visitors the opportunity to establish their 
own non-linear narrative of sculptures”
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CONTEMPORARY
NON-LINEAR
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ENTRANCE

GALLERY 3

GALLERY 1

GALLERY 2

NON-LINEAR NARRATIVE

Multiple paths

Personal journeyOwn choices
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NON-LINEAR NARRATIVE
INTRODUCTION
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Visual connections

NON-LINEAR NARRATIVE

SPATIAL STRATEGIES

= Understanding 
of spaces
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Visual connections Overlapping sightlines

NON-LINEAR NARRATIVE

SPATIAL STRATEGIES

= Visual links

INTRODUCTION
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Visual connections Overlapping sightlines Changes in levels

NON-LINEAR NARRATIVE

SPATIAL STRATEGIES

= Different perspectives

INTRODUCTION
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SITECLIENT
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CLIENT

FOUNDERS

MIUCCIA PRADA AND PATRICIZIO BERTILLI
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CLIENT

FOUNDERS

MIUCCIA PRADA AND PATRICIZIO BERTILLI

ART ARCHITECTURE CULTURE
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INDEPENDENCE

PASSION

DETAILS

DIFFERENT CULTURES
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CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY SUSTAINABILITY
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SITE
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INTRODUCTION

LOCATION
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FONDAZIONA PRADA
SITE
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BUILDING PLOT
SITE
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Future development

Free-standing form Dialogue between past and 
present

Accessibility

SITE

OPPORTUNITIES



Bodies & Building Complex	  Projects Selaine Gajadien  I 28
11

Future development

Free-standing form Dialogue between past and 
present

Accessibility

SITE

OPPORTUNITIES



Bodies & Building Complex	  Projects Selaine Gajadien  I 29
11

Future development

Free-standing form Dialogue between past and 
present

Accessibility

SITE

Landmark

OPPORTUNITIES



Bodies & Building Complex	  Projects Selaine Gajadien  I 30
11

Landmark
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DESIGN
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CLIENTSITE PROGRAM

OPPORTUNITIES
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SITE

Main entrance on the north

Museum experience starts at entrance site

Sculpture garden in front of museum

OPPORTUNITIES
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SITE

Main entrance on the north

Museum experience starts at entrance site
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CLIENT

Visual and spatial continuity between interior & exterior

Circulation as narrative

Museum as statement piece

SITE

Main entrance on the north

Museum experience starts at entrance site

Sculpture garden in front of museum

PROGRAM

Compression and decompression of space

Scattered program focused on non-linearity

Back of house functions underground

Showcase different exhibition spaces in the facade

OPPORTUNITIES



Bodies & Building Complex	  Projects Selaine Gajadien  I 36
11

TRANSPARENCY REVEALS 
CULTURE

The transparent facade opens the museum 
to the city. Behind the facade is visible what 
kind of exhibition space is behind it, creating 
a strong connection between exterior and 
interior.

A NON-LINEAR NARRATIVE

A network of interconnected exhibition 
spaces allow multiple routes and the 
opportunity for visitors to explore en discover 
their own sequence of experiences.

SCULPTURAL PRESENCE IN 
THE LANDSCAPE

A sculpture garden activates the site. 
Sculptures, nature and movement come 
together to begin the experience before 
entering the museum.

CONCEPT

DESIGN
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AXONOMETRIC
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SITE ENTRANCE
DESIGN
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SHOP
DESIGN
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COMPRESSION & DECOMPRESSION

= Moments of discovery Compression
Arch lowers to create a sense of 

threshold and focus

Expansion
Arch opens up to release and 

connect spaces

DESIGN
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CIRCULATION
DESIGN
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MATERIALIZATION
IMPLEMENTATION
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Yellow Marble White Marble Terracotta terrace tiles 600x600

MATERIALIZATION
IMPLEMENTATION



Bodies & Building Complex	  Projects Selaine Gajadien  I 83
11

SOUTH FACADE
IMPLEMENTATION

0 10
1:200

2 4 20 m

1. Loading dock
2. Storage/restauration
3. Archive/digital collection
4. Canteen 
5. Office
6. Meeting room
7. Seperate work spaces
8. Control room
9. Electrical room
10. HVAC
11. Rainwater collector
12. AHU

1

2

3

4 5

5

5

6

7

8

9

10

11 12



Bodies & Building Complex	  Projects Selaine Gajadien  I 84
11

EAST FACADE
IMPLEMENTATION

0 10
1:200

2 4 20 m

1. Loading dock
2. Storage/restauration
3. Archive/digital collection
4. Canteen 
5. Office
6. Meeting room
7. Seperate work spaces
8. Control room
9. Electrical room
10. HVAC
11. Rainwater collector
12. AHU

1

2

3

4 5

5

5

6

7

8

9

10

11 12



Bodies & Building Complex	  Projects Selaine Gajadien  I 85
11

WEST FACADE
IMPLEMENTATION

0 10
1:200

2 4 20 m

1. Loading dock
2. Storage/restauration
3. Archive/digital collection
4. Canteen 
5. Office
6. Meeting room
7. Seperate work spaces
8. Control room
9. Electrical room
10. HVAC
11. Rainwater collector
12. AHU

1

2

3

4 5

5

5

6

7

8

9

10

11 12



Bodies & Building Complex	  Projects Selaine Gajadien  I 86
11

VISUAL
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VILLA PRADA


