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INLEIDING 
Wr tk ÏM{~tf ~ fzt tAetl1 v~ hu. reeks &:W(tf.~ 
~at-, . ql Zretl net vere ~tet1Ml , ~~s ttrtCtr~ 
over r~, eteJi~s ~ twee de-re.. 2IA! fk.Cd~ kJlf, 

M1 jtSplctst. ., I 

Ik hM jtAa.cht ~e ttbk~tMIG- \tk, tA(. .s'Kbur6.s_ 
,,~ horo~ b~ el(, ~ (.tI\ Wtrtm f1.Ister [~11)_ 
iYt an etU1 2. t! kUM~ m'1A«br~~~. 
He/MS: aul 2. ("tM \.17( met S~urb.r \r~ ~arn.-
~ I zoMs ~~sfeM" ~hJ~ I C~ÄCM, 
1.s~~/~b~hlP~~~. 
fu v~ "'" tiNt Ik ~ h-\ec.duc.. de,,," &rd(~ ...e<. 
JrM.!jt1~ ~ Je tz,e~~ I ove< .2~j,~ I EMt . .fM.d 
t'h West E:M , ftt ~ dt, ~m..z~ ~ het ~Jt­
areAAl VMt a~ ~n. 

q, p~. 3 IS GeM ov~k,aNt VAM û",~a«.<-~Orl 
geiekwA I WIet ~p k: J.~f~ k- r-t.1. L ~ tilt 
(;te« 2.., ~ t«~~Mll:, ~kd.ed~et\ A-a 
VMo\ ~a,J 1. 
0r~!t Aca~~ K (M L ötAAM. Ab\ b~ verti,k.a1~ 
~t ~~ At ~UW~MA-m~t~ 01 ~ 'Ia> ~~-
8~~ ; "P k t~DvU"f~~c.- p~~P.. ~ ~.!1 k2e­
~mm~ k &rI~~ V~melA I ~et k ~~a­
I'K-(.~I'Y\~. 6pk {wslz bl~4' ~B~ ~ t~ eUF . 
tisdlc.- tUth.iu.k;~~Je><, ~ D)'\tt«w~~k}( ot>j~­
me1\. 
B§ttt W\(;cm,btsch.rev~ (s{Ut)bou.w~ ~ 
W~ Ï.! 2DVal Mbje~ ~~~k, ~t~ O~j~' 
~ CpcA.~~~ I tM~S~,th:,), AA-vtJfN'tá;.. met 
ew. kfu-~~stf _ het k:u~WlM«adtt« SOm" 

~~ ~ is het kA.~~us f\,u.l't\m« v~ J.(. bouw­
Ic~-b~bh:l>tht.ek.." Tech~~ u,MwsaM ,~({t. 

f:r;, ~ k-ze hek jiAS ~ 1Wt~~j ~~"* of 
Je, ~ M,t ~Ue~ MJ btst~ ol1k~~~ ~t) 
~tMm~ : V1~I. CiM ~ M\'I 'JDOÁ ,,(.,( J:~ 
-Am, l,ttM~SIl>opt ~~elaA.w [L:/> I f1' 7f>J 
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GIDSEN + BOEKEN 
~ &ttel1 ~ ~t """,I::lk tiiels vu-mekt.. 
Missc~(M ~ h~ wel ~v/)I Mkclc m~ bt~ 
erMVl. m 'fl, VlX'éj~ : 
.* BANt<s, r. ~ . : '~e(m I ïJ..e Wew ftMju,;.. a~ I 
:At [ä .. ) R.oSSITER ,sttwt : 'J...tM~11JI. ,1kc Blu.c uWJ..c-' 
.". (~.) W~JN~ + tfI~T : '1"h.e ~dp", e~do­

rMdi~' [t.,(a.c.wüUM1, , ~3a) .1:~ Dt\-I.VlWlj~Jz. pil VAN­

CA . 1060 ~j~ I voo( [,1~fhebfx,r.j I ~ kasrbNU". 
~ BAR..KER + J~ ; 'l..o~Aol1 , 2oót> je~ <ftt 

c~ ~ -~ MIt.' (/vltU"';,IIa-.. !.17+~ !5f53) 
th.1 .T2 .l..cit 7+· 

~ +t1~T ,Chr. : '~~O~ Ifkc.biOj~~ 'fA é~' 
L~"j~ i5~) - .Ë"~.T2..~ +7 . 

# tf+r.I1ES I JOhM ; '~o", ,tt ~(Cf3riltl histll~' 
C~po..,~ !J~) * B~N I/vee ',umÁo,", I ~ it(l.Wtr.:(.,~ h(siz,~' 
C~éo v~ I ~65) * B~ ~ +ft.(re ; 'l..rMMYI , a.s"1ot ~~ht kMeo ~' 
lf.1wr~, ~82.) __ Öt~ . T2. . Un 16) . 

L VOU( 8etn~~~'(~ : 'n.ooi; ~(;b~ ~CN!') *' ~fl.V(CE IA.: .LoMe", ~oo L E~T:.L Lort. 31) . 

* ~, M: :~/)cJeMS tr'~MAt ' LE~."J2, .b+3J 
~ ST?\;'Mf, a. : VlctmMrt bl.1.4(Á~.s 1S'.31-~7 

C ~f\J . T2. .LM '!~) * Sf'1:N'C~,+t : 1R.~~t'J [w.W., I [~.T2..~ &.3) . 

*' WA'!.ft>~D+ ;~BV~: 'Ord. t-New~' 
CC«'SSäl , ca.. 1~75) -~, 12 ~. 1-~. 
t=~ Vt..-Ic-1-esö~ ~ti~.rCfte- SeçÎe V~ 2(.5 Ád~. 

*= ~J Q:l.v~~ : ',LO'VV(bh'S fv{aM.s~ , &. fK(~tiA.( 
h.olA-SCJ lij fu N'eb ë fit!1' [BAisfw! !18 ~ ) 

~ iR.l:NCttt-tfiJ..LJ.1-kN: I ~ ~k<' LMd,/M' 

(M~/~35) '*' M~Da.r I rcft:.(": I R.o~ ~ ... ' 
(~(S+ ~~ I 1~8b) 

*" Ml::R.R.lfiELD I ~~ : '.I...4Mov.. I ~ os #te. ~MatIAS' 
CBa.~pr~, I~B3) 
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Hek ~t ~ ~ f~ eev, '~I!1.­
~ te~(,' (~~~-m f"6~ ?)/ 
u.,.~ "'Ur~ h\ Ji. MA.«UrSfe 
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WAt At-~w~ INdo tm..t ~ J..~ 
Vemk.ak- J&k~S ~''''' k tw~ 
k4~ ,~I<.s ~ IUkh, h-. wcerwil 
~~ hft h"{~ tw~ I heeft"k 
~kerherft twGt; Mz#.~e~, 
,~ ~k ,k, ~ft ~e,; 
h, W~ VM\ hot ~~~ MM 
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22. 

CROSS SECTION 

TH~ PLAN. Service rooms are planned as a self-contained flat on the ground 
floor. Living-rooms are all on the first floor. The dining-room is served 
direct by lift from a servery adjoining the kitchen. Heating chamber and 
storage space are in the basement. 

GROUND HOOP. 
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'De verwijzing naar da 'Georglan' 
straatwand en Wiscombe Street is 
correct. De belangrijkheid vàn de 
invloed van de opzet en structuur 
van de 18de en 19de eeuwse ste­
delijke ontwikkeling in aUe drie de 
projecten, het opvallendst in 
Alexandra Road. wordt echter niet 
opgemerkt. In grove lijnen zijn de 
projecten grotendeels traditionael. 
als die term ze ondarschaldt van 
aen typisch modern ruimtegabrulk. 
Er zijn natuurlijk ook bronnen-bin­
nen de 'Moderne Beweging' zelf 
aan te wijzen. maar Gledlon be­
schrijft in Ruimte, Tijd en Architec­
tuur de Engelse 18de eeuwse wo­
ningbouw als model voor een de­
mocratische architectuur. Conti­
nuïteit. in zowel fysiek als cultu­
rael opzicht. is erg belangrijk voor 
mij. Het probleem is dat we nog 
steeds gedwongen worden om be­
wuste beslissingen te nemen op 
'conceptuele' gebieden. waar In 
het verleden geen vragen gesteld 
werden. omdat traditionele model­
len. slechts onderhevig aan kleine 
wijzigingen. overheersend weren. 
De elementen van deze modeUen 
zijn gemeenplaatsen als gevel, re­
petitie, hiërarchie en de classifica­
tie van ruimte. Ik aanvaard echter 
de paradoxen en dubbelzlnnlghii­
den die ontstaen door tegenstrijdi­
ge waarden en Ik heb een afkeer 
van het streven naar helderheid 
ten koste van waarden. die gedu­
rende de laatste vijftig en zestig 
jaar door de Moderne Beweging 
zelf als belangrijk erkend zijn. Het 
Is dit selectief en bewust toepes­
sen van tegenstrijdige waarden. 
dat traditionele vormen wijzigt. Je 
zou kunnen bewaren dat een der­
gelijke beslissing aUeen mear fout 
kan zijn en det een werkelijke er­
chitectuur aUeen kan bestaan al, 
fundamentele vragen niet gesteld 
hoeven te worden.' 
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GOTHICK 

TOWARDS the end of the eighteenÜJ. century there was noticeable 
in almost every sphere of human activity a growing craving for 
Romance. In architecture this nostalgia was particularly niarked 

and took the form of a polite enthusiasm for the styles of far away and long 
ago. Chinese, Indian, Egyptian and Gothic methods of building all in 
turn enjoyed a remarkable vogue among the cognoscenti, but it was the last 
style that proved most popular and the revival of which was to prove, 
though not at Ollce, most disastrous for English architecture. 50 long as 
the traditions and conventions governing the thought and manners of the 
eighteenth century remained in force, all was weIl. The patrons ofarchitec­
ture were enlightened and well-educated men who were perfectly aware 
that a wholesale revival of Gothic methods of building would be intolerable, 
but regarded, quite rightly, the building of a cottage or two in what they 
hoped was a medieval but were quite certain was a picturesque style, as 
perfectly permissible. Thus the ga ze bos, the cottages omés and the summer­
houses which formed ' the principal output of the ' Gothic architects of the 
period, bore little relation to any known Gothic style; they remained, in 
fact, perfectly ordinary eighteenth-century cottages on to which had been 
tacked a row of castellations and a couple of plaster gargoyles. Ninety per 
cent of these productions had little connection with architecture at all but 
were simply the work of smart interior decorators trying their hand at 
landscape gardening, or literary amateurs of exhibitionist tendencies creat­
ing a suitable background for their carefully cultivated personalities. 
Nevertheless, out ofthis innocuous and rather charming chrysalis would one 
day come blundering the humourless moth of Victorian revivalism. 

- ._ .- -
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This map shows the principal estates in St 
Marylebone in the eighteenth century and 
the main roads about a hundred years later. 
The Crown Estate, the Portland, Hope 
Edwards, Stratford or City, and Berners 
estates, all lay within thc medieval manor of 
Tyburn, whilst the Eyre, Portman Harrow 
School and Milner estates made up ;he manor 
of Lilleston . The division of the Port land 

Estate should be noticcd 
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Camden Town NWI. The Manor of Cantelowes, 
which probably stood east of the northern end of 
present-day Royal College Street, was held at the time 
of Domesday Rook by the Canons of ST PAUL's and was 
stated to contain 'plenty of timber in the hedgerows, 
good pastures for cattle, a running brook, and two ZOd 
rents'. Tbe Manor passed through various hands, and 
though tbe house seems to have disappeared by the 
early IBth century, the land had by then been acquired 
by a John Jeffreys of Brecknock Priory. His grand­
daughter and heiress married in 1749 Sir Charles 
Pratt, later Ist Earl Camden. At that time it was a quiet 
country area, supporting 'fjelds of cows'; but in 1791 
Lord Camden granted leases for the erection of 1,400 
houses, and in the same year a Frenchman, Vital de St 
Bel, founded the Veterinary College of London (now 
ROYAL VETEIUNAllY COLLEGE) and became its first 
principaI. The College, built by a footpath which later 
became Royal College Street, was established with a 
view to reforming farriery. 

Building was not at first rapid or widespread and 
even in the early part of the 19th century 'the rural 
lanes, hedgeside roads and lovely fields made Cam­
den Town the constant resort of those who ... sought 
its quietude and fresh air to reinvigorate their spirits' . 
But tbe spreading tmtac1es of London, bringing with 
tbem urban poverty, penetrated the area, and af ter 
1820, when a stretch of tbe REGENT'S CANAL was 
constructed eastwards through Camden Town, 
bringing coal wharves and merchants and some small 
industry, the area could no longer be called rural . 
Charles Oickens, who üved as a boy in No. 16 
Bayham Street (now demoüshed), described in 
Dombey and &m the 'frowzy fields, and cow-houses, 
and dunghills, and dust-heaps'. Ouring the 30 or 40 
yeus af ter 1830, whi1e house building continued, tbe 
rea! upheaval was eauaed by the coming of the rail-

_ w.ay. Huge area were necessary for the loading and 

shunting operations of first the London and Birming­
ham, and later tbe Midland, Railways. But though 
Nash, too, described most of the houses being built 
as 'mean', it was still a respectabie enough district for 
Frances Mary BUM to write, in 1850, when planning 
her SORTH LONDON COLLEGlATE SCHOOL: 'Of all the 
various suburbs of our vast metropolis, this district 
. . . is perhaps more thickly inhabited by professional 
men than any other.' The Buss familv - Frances's 
father was one of the illustrators of Pidkwick Papet'$ 
- lived at 46 Camden Street (now No. 12) where the 
NORTH LONDON COLLEGIATE SCHOOL opened with 35 
pupils in April 1850. At that time much of the area 
was undeveloped: it is said that the last fatal duel was 
fought here in an open field near the secluded Breek­
nock Arms in 1843 when Lieutenant Munro killed his 
brother-in-Iaw, Lieutenant-Colonel Fawcett. How­
ever. most of the open spaces were soon covered : and 
small industries developed, notably the manufacture 
of musical instruments, te1escopes and scientific in­
struments, and c1othing, and by the end of the cen­
tury 'Camden Town, which as recentlv as 1870 had 
been a residential quarter of wealth and even fashion 
. . . had become largely a place of business; among 
the restdents servants were rare and in nearly every 
house there was a lodger.' The Working Men's 
College transferred here in 1905 (see CROWNDALE 
ROAD) . 

The local population bas been greatly increased 
over tbe past 100 years by lrish immigrants. 
These were joined in the 20th century bv Greek 
Cypriots who found occupation as dresSmalters, 
tailors, bakers and shoemakers, and opened Greek 
cafés and confeetioners. There has been large-scale 
post-war redevelopment of the earliest built-up 
areas east of Camden High Street, and since the 
middle of this century. in a new swing of the 
penduJum. there bas been a steadv return of 
residmts from tbe professional classes: 



L26-LECiION CLOSE 

Urine/Diaiae 

o 
~ : ; . ~ 
::: : ! : :::: 

~---. F===t • ; : iJ====::a 

r- -
~ st 

[
L_~' ' I 

. li ,. 
_ .. _ .... _ ...•. .. _- - -_ . .. _--- _. - - "~ . ---_._ ... -- "- --------- ------

o 3 
I \ \ , 

I 

~llf Thki'hf 
Ck8r1es ~ J 1&2.6-'2.3 

,0 I 1100 1200ft -
o 130 ISO m 



ut'~~ ~ ~"" ~u. ~ 
We~ RJ.., ~'b,,(. ym, R.k;~" 
~~,";vG1 w~k ~k,~(, .. 
r q,J.. vÖtr C..J>~+ts bckWe SPGC44' 

14ntf, ~ Bto6W\S~ ~ &~~~, 
~ rij ~~h~1tW C4Mf»" 
JiAtë Vih'\ V&t1fG'ftJóejfq, plecMet1 mot 
",~ h«~ I Cif'tS'cmts .ft\ .s1r5thl , 
~ f:,~c ~g;.~ ViWI iJI.IrnMU ~. 
Ot fle6t, kr~ l-g~: 
6~~. S~ "'" Sfru(- i 
8t~ Vi"~ , ~~"'~ Sf"rt,ot i 
R.k~M, kre, ~ ~f>C#J;tt i 
~6n\IW" S~",M' [.ISD) ft\ C«J~ti 
M~t~ Cr,~~'t (,BJo) 
BA"Ntl5httJ p~ ; h ~~k, 
~ ~~ItbI~ Ä'1f ~ e'tt~ 
fI'M'~~. 

+fo8rlDvSf I +f~c..,." : 
~3 ~~tt, ~ fMtJ"r' 
[~.P~.1] 

JMIIJ'S, S~ : 
'~,~ ~~'[!~T.t.Uh15] 

Barnsbury lslington, Ni. Standing on the high 
ridge of Islinglon hill, unlil the 1820s Barnsbury com· 
manded views to HIGHGATE and the CITY. Reed Moat 
Fields, a moated mound on the site of Mountford 
House, Barnsbury Square, is popularly identified as 
the camp of Suetonius Paulinus during his campaign 
against Boudicca. In fact it belonged to a moated 
grange of Barnsbury or Bernersbury manor, part of the 
larger Yseldon manor, held of the canons of ST PAUL'S 

from the late 13th century until 1532 by Ralph de 
Berners and his descendants, from whom the name 
derives. Barnsbury's land extended lar beyond today's 
suburb, from below HIGHGATE al most to the ANGEL. 

Af ter passing, chiefly by marriage, through the weahhy 
local families of Fowler, Fisher and Hahon, it was 
devised by Sir William Halton in 1754 to his godson 
William Tufnell Jolliffe. In 1822 the trustees of 
Jolliffe's descendant, William Tufnell, a minor, 
secured a private Act enfranchising the land, . which 
was then disposed of on leases. Thus rural Barnsbury 
joined the building boom. 

In the hilltop fields, near the present corner of 
Barnsbury and Dewey Roads, was the WHITE CON, 

DUIT, once the CHARTERHOUSE water supply. Open. 
air religious and political gatherings were held here; 
and City holiday·makers flocked to the White Conduit 
House and its gardens. In the 1780s aristocratic cricket 
was played on the grounds of a tea house and dairy 
owned by Thomas Albion Oldfield (see WHITE CON· 

DUIT CLUB). Cricket subsequently moved to LORD'S; 

the Albion tea house became a public house; and the 
field was built over. 

On the site of College Cross, larther north, the 
Loyal Islington Volunteers exercised in the 1790s. 
Richard Laycock's, one of Islington's two longest· 
surviving dairy farms (see LIVERPOOL ROAD) , 
remained with its cattle lairs until af ter SMITHFIELD 
closed in 1855. Market and botanic gardens also 
Rourished here, notably Harvey's (see LIVERPOOL 
ROAD) and that of Dr William Pitcairn, President of 
the ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS (1775-85), who 
created a 5-acre garden now covered by Almeida Street 
and Waterloo Terrace. 

Between 1812 and 1820 the REGENT'S CANAL'S 

famous Islington tunnel, 970 yds long, was excavated 
under the hill, from Muriel Street, west of the White 
Conduit, to Colebrooke Row, with a handsome arch at 
either end. A granite and York stone retaining wall at 
the Barnsbury end was demolished in 1981 during 
massive council housing development. 

At first by degrees, then wholesale from the 1820s, 
Barnsbury's pond.strewn pastures and gardens were 
broken up for brick·maker's day and built over to form 
a middle·class residential suburb. Chief among new 
estates were the CLOUDESLEY, or STONEFIELD (1824 

__ ~ ________________________ ".... _______ onwards), MILNER·GIBSON (1829-41), Cubitt's Man· 
~~M(.(Ue" chester Terrace (now 222-266 L1VERPOOL ROAD) and 
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~ College Cross (1827 onwards), the DRAPERS' COMPANY'S 

Lonsdale Square (1838-43), and the Thornhill 
family's 86 acres on the western hillside above 
CALEDONIAN ROAD (1840s-50s). Barnsbury's 
idiosyncratic squares, villas and terraces, many of 
them still a feature of the district, date from th is 
period. lts few public buildings we re naturally sited 
along its perimeter, in L1VERPOOL ROAD : the 18th· 
century workhouse, replaced in 1872 by an odd tur· 
reted building used as the Relieving Office and until 
1969 as the Registrar's Office; the London Fever Hos· 
pital (1848); and the ROYAL AGRICULTURAL HALL 

(1862). 
With the extension of railways, Barnsbury's new 

population of prosperous tradesmen, minor 
professional men and private school proprietors 
moved to still newer suburbs, and its status declined . 
From the end of the century it became, like much of 
ISLINGTON, a shabby district of absentee land lords and 
small tenancies. Since the 2nd World War whole 
streets have been demolished, many replaced by coun· 
cil estates, some planted as a park. Streets in the White 
Conduit area left waste since the 1960s are, in the 
19805, to become part of a housing association 
development. 



PUBLIC-HOUSE CLASSIC 

I N the earlier part of the nineteenth century it was assumed, and rightly, 
that a little healthy vulgarity and full-blooded ostentation were not out 
of place in the architecture and decoration of a public-house, and it 

was during this period that the tradition governing the appearance of the 
English pub was evolved. While the main body of the building conformed 
to the mIes governing South Kensington Italianate, it was always enlivened 
by tbe addition of a number of decorative adjuncts which, though similar in 
general form, displayed an endless and fascinating variety of treatment. 
Of these the most important was the plate-glass window which took up a 
large section of the façade, and was invariably made the excuse for a virtuoso 
display of decorative engraving in which may frequently be detected the 
ingenuous working of a native taste for the Baroque that nowadays can only 
find expression in the decoration of merry-go-rounds and cigar-boxes. 
Hardly less important were the enormous lantern which was suspended 
from an equally imposing and lavishly decorated curlicue at the corner of 
the building, the whole forming a triumph of nineteenth-century ironwork, 
and the splendid and elaborate examples of the sign-writer's art with which 
the façade was always generously enlivened. 

But, alas, with the spread of popular education even the brewers became 
cultured and the typical pub, such as the one ilIustrated here, gave way to 
every variety of Gothic hosteIry and its homely façade was soon hidden 
behind a copious enrichment of coloured brickwork and encaustic tiles. 
Says Ruskin sadly, writing in 1872, cc there is scarcely a public-house near 
tbe Crystal Palace but sells its gin-and-bitters under pseudo-Venetian 
capitals copied from the church of the Madonna of Health or of MiracIes." 
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CANONe,U~Y 

Canonbury Islington. N J . Covers part of the lands 
of the farmer Canonbury manor, which extended he­
tween present-day UPPER STREET, ESSEX ROAD ano St 
Paul's Road (once named Bopping Lane, wher., 
presumably hops we re grown). Apart from the manor­
house enclosures, the land was open fields and rich 
dairy pastures, beyond the straggling high-road village 
of ISLINGTON. From the mid-17th century (after the 
Marquesses of Northampton ceased to live there as 
lords of the manor) to the late 18th, its population 
must have consisted largely of summer visitors at 
CANONBURY TOWER. 

Opposite the Tower was Canonbury Tavern, con­
verted into an ale-house from manorial farm buildings, 
and partly enclosed within the old park walls. Beside 
it was a picturesque pond, much painted by artists, and 
finally filled in about 1850. The tavern was grcatly 
enlarged in the 18th century, improved with tea­
gardens, and be ca me pop ui ar for club dinners. Thc 
present tavern of about 1850, which unfortunatcly lost 
its top storey through dry rot in thc 19505, is a favouritc 
- indeed famous - local public house. 

In 1770 John Dawes, a stockbroker, leased Canon­
bury manor grounds and buildings, demolishing some 
of the buildings and altering others. On the south 
range he built (says Nelson) 'a villa' - Canonbury 
House - 'and three other good dwelling houses', in one 
of which he lived bcfore acquiring Highbury manor 
lands. In about 1800 Jacob Leroux secured a building 
lease of over 19 acres and built the north-west range of 
wh at is now Canonbury Square, and the handsome 37-
house Compton Terrace facing UPPER STREET. 

The 18Z0s saw Canonbury developing as a pretty 
suburb along the Iines of BARNSBURY, though with 
rather more fine villas and grandly proportioned 
houses, and enhanced by bosky surroundings and the 
NEW RIVER, whose last loop in the fields near Astey's 
Row was straightened to facilitate building. Expansion 
in the 1840s-50s included Canonbury Park North and 
South, laid out across 'Canonbury Field' by the Mar­
quess of Northampton, and the group of roads called 
'Alwyne' after one of the Northampton family names. 
Some of the old manor garden survives, with the two 
Elizabethan garden houses incorporated in Alwyne 
Villas and Alwyne Place. 

In 1907, during the restoration of CANONBURY 

TOWER, King Edward Hall was built alongside it as a 
recreational club for the Marquess's estate residents 
here and in CLERKENWELL; and in 1952, when the 
Tavistock Repertory Company leased the Tower, this 
hall became the Tower Theatre. Much of the area is 
now freehold, but the remaining estate was, in 1931, 
settled by the 6th Marquess on trustees, by whom it 
has since heen managed, still retaining the family con­
nection. The 
Znd World War left bomb-sites in Canonbury Park, 
and as these gaps wen! filled the area was rediscovered, 
restored and in pi aces rebuilt. Creation in the 19705 of 
the Marquess Estate, an imaginative complex of fiats, 
involved demolition of several 1860s' streets between 
ESSEX ROAD and the NEW RIVER. Although, since the 
war, the river has ended at Green Lanes, simulated 
stretches are maintained in park areas near Astey's 
Row and south of St Paul's Road - the latter containing 
a pretty brick circular hut of ten supposed to be 
Jacobean, but probably an early 19th-century Iines­
man's hut. 

Milaer-Gibeon Eatate Islinglon~ Nl. One of the 
chief small estates held in copyhold of the manor of 
UIlNS.UU, by the Milner-Gibson family.of Thebe.r­
ton, Sl,Iffolk. It was enfra~hi$ed by a pnvate Act 10 

1122 Ity the Lord of the Maner's trustees (su BARNS­

.\Ju), and the fields between UPPEJ. STREET a~d ~he 
Back Road (L1VERPOOL ROAD) let on 99-year bulldmg 
leases. By 1825 Moon StrHt and Studd Stred wcre 
built with artisans' houses, and the old field path 
became the basis of Theberton Streel. At the UPPER 

STREET corner an ancient house, the Pied Bull, which 
bas aasociations with the Ralegh family, was rebuilt as 
a public house. . 

The estate layout was by FrM'Cis Edwards, engmeer 
to the Imperial GasliKht C~ally and a pupil of 
Soane. Iie may him!\C1f have d;e81g~ the first h~luses 
with their distinctive giant-pllaster façades. Glb~n 
alld Milner Squares, whose name. were reversed 10 

Edwards's original plan, are uo~ua1ly loog and rec­
tang,dar. Building was piecemeal (1828-33), mostly 
in batches of six, starting with both e'.lds of Theberton 
Street and Gibson Square lOuth side (1832), now 
51-75 Theberton Street. The rest of the square was 
becun in 1836, and the street', ~o~th side completed in. 
a different style (1839). Tnmdad Place (82-124 
L1VERPOOL ROAD) of 1834 WI,S Bamcd af ter the family's 
plalltations; and the row connecting this with the 
square's north sidc, Charles Street, was eventually 
renumbered 35A-D Gibaon Square. Last came the 
extraordinary 'Venetian' Milner Square (1841), by th~ 
ingenious young architect. Rovmieu and Goug~, .90 
dizzyingly vertical that in later, shabblcr days It 10-

spired gloom. A c1assical church intended for the west 
side was never built. 

After a long period of multiple tenancies, thc area 
was rcstored by ncw owner-occupiers from the 19608. 
Milner Square was restored by Islington Council in 
the 1970s. Construct ion of the VICTORIA L1NE 
necessitated building a ventilation shaft in Gib90n 
Square iardens. As the resuJt of stroni loc~1 agi!ation, 
this was designed like a templc to harmomse wtth the 
surroundings. 
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Finsbury EC2. The area was once pan of thc great ' 
fen which lav outside the CITY walls. The manor belon­
ged to a prebend of ST PAUL'S CATHEDLU.. When Fitz­
stephen wrote his description of London in the 12th 
century the drier parts were used by the cit.izens for 
sport. Apprentices skated on the frozen fen in winter. 
In 1414 Lord Mavor Thomas F alconer built the Moor 
Gate in the City 'wall 'for ease of citizens that way to 
pass ... into the fields . .. for their recreation' . In 
about 1511 the Lord Mavor, Roger Acheley, 'caused 
dikes to be made and the ground to be leve lied and 
made more eommodious for passage'. Some years later 
the eitizens, angry about enclosures made on the 
fields, took the law into their own hands and 'within a 
short spaee all the hedges about the towns [ISLINGTON, 
HOXTON , SHOREDITCH, etc] were cast down and the 
:iitehes filled' . In 1548 Protector Somerset, on his 
return from the Battll;! of Pinke, was weleomed in Fins­
bury Fields by the Lord Mayor and Aldermen. Ralph 
Agas's late 16th-eentury map shows sheets of cloth 
Iying out to dry, are hers , cattIe, windmills and the 
kennels of the Lord Mavor's hunt. 

Trees we re planted in th!! beginning of the 17th 
century and gravel walks made. In 1607 Richard John­
son wrote that the area was ' the garden of this eity and 
a pleasurable place of sweet ayres for citizens to walk 
in'. In 1641 the HONOURABLE ARTILLERY COMPANY 
settled in Finsburv . From the time of the Civil War 
until af ter the Restoration there was a foundry in the 
fields where eannon were made. In 1665 BUNHILL 

FIELDS was made a burial ground for Dissenters. Vic­
tims of the GREAT PLAGVE were also buried in the fields 
in a large pit. Af ter the GREAT flRE the homeless 
camped in the fields, 'some under tents, some under 
miserabie huts and hovels; many without a rag or any 
necessary utensiis, bed or board'. In 1667 Pepys 
wa!ked in Moorfields and found houses two storeys 
high. He forecast, 'it must become a place of great 
trade tilJ the City be built'. Building on the fields began 
at this time but much of Finsbury remained open unti1 
the late 18th centurY. In 1676 BETHLEM HOSPITAL was 
rebuilt in Moorfields by Robert Hooke. In 1732-3 the 
Church of ST LUKE OLD STREET was built and .given 
part of the parish of ST GILl!:S CRlPPLEGATE. In 1739 
John Wesley took over the old foundry and eonverted 
it into a Methodist chapel, preacher's house, school 
and cIassrooms. He and Whitefield of ten preached in 
the surrounding fields to crowds of 10.,000. In 1749 
Whitbread's BREWERY moved to CHISWELL STREET. 

The next year ST LUKE'S HOSPITAL was built by the 
elder Dance at the west end of WORSHIP STREET. In 
1761 the CITY ROAD was built to join the 'new road' 
from MAJtYLEBONE . The City of London Lying-in 
Hospita! was built in CITY ROAD in 1770-3. Between 
about 1775 and 1800 the Finsbury Estate was laid out 
as a residential suburb by George Dance, with fINS­

BURY SQUARE as its centrepiece. It became the fashion­
able area for the medical profession until the late 19th 
century when the doctors migrated west to HAJU.EY 

STREET. In 1778 Wesley's New Chapel was built. In 
1790 ST LUKE'S HOSPIT.\L was rebuilt in OLD STREET. 
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L79_fOPHAM ·ST~EET 

The brief from the London Borough of Islington required the 
architects to provide housing to Parker Morris standards 
within the yardstick laid down hy DOE circular 36/67. It 
asked that the site he developcd as closdy as possihle to the 
maximum pcrmitted density and that thc dwellings be in the 
following proportions : two-pcrson 30 per cent, four-person 
30 per cent, five-person 30 per cent, six-person 10 per cent. 
The basic aims of the architects' design were (i) that each 
dwelling should have its own front door on to a public street, 
(ii) that each street should form a small knowable com­
munity comfortably linked to the existing wider community, 
and (iii) that each family dwelling should have a garden. 
These design aims have been achieved by taking advantage 
of the sloping site in such a way that on the east side of each 
pedestrian alley is an additional lower ground floor which 
accommodates the living accommodation of the four-person 
dwellings, the entrances and bedrooms of which are at ground 
level. This arrangement allows the two-person dwellings, 
which partly span the alley, to be only one floor up from 
ground level and approached by individual stairs to their own 
front doors . On the west si de of each alley are conventional 
five-person houses. In this way a density of 158 bed spaces 
per acre has been achieved in a two- and three-storey develop­
ment in which most occupants live in a house with a garden. 

Peabody Square 

fnq in ... inq WOrkl 

The six-person accommodation is provided by conventional 
three-storey terrace housing which front on to two of the 
service routes (Popham Street and Elder Walk). These 
service routes run at right angles to the alleys; they are 
protected by lockable bollards and, while intcnded primarily 
for pedestrians, are also used by milk ftoats, dust carts and 
other service vehicles . Popham Street itsclf is used as the 
central service route and, as the obvious pedestrian access to 
shops and buscs, has become the spine of the devclopment . 
The service routes keep their names, while each alley is also 
adopted and named as a public st reet (the names are taken 
from Essex villages because of the close proximity of the 
Essex Road) and each dwelling is numbered in the usual way. 
It is hoped that this will avoid the feeling of separation from 
the rest of the community which is sometimes difficult to 
avoid in local authority housing. 
There are casual parking spaces around the periphery of the 
site but most of the car parking is provided by 117 lock-up 
garages at ground and basement level under block H. 
Apart from the public open space which is not yet complete, 
verdure in public areas is provided almost entire1y by trees 
planted in hard surfaces. A fruit tree was planted in each 
private garden and the enthusiasm of the tenants has led to 
some quickly established greenery. This enthusiasm has also 
spi lied over into the planting boxes in front of the six-person 
houses, where the tenants' own ftowers survived the summer 
in spi te of their vulnerab1c position. 

10 fO ,50 ,100 ,200 ft 
o I 120 ( 140 I lbO r;; 
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TWENTIETH-CENTURY FUNCTIONAL 

SHORTLY before the First World War a number of accomplished, 
disinterested and original architects came to the sad conclusion that 
architecture had died somewhere about the end of the first quarter 

of the nineteenth century and that therefore it was no longer any use con­
tinuing hope1ess efforts at revival but th at a complete1y new start must be 
made. Modern life, they argued, was governed by mechanical principles, 
and therefore the rules which held good for the construction of machines 
must now be applied to architecture. That this doctrine rests on a fallacy 
need not · blind us to the fact that in practice it produced buildings of con­
siderable merit and had a most excellent and revivifying effect on modern 
architecture. lt led to a ruthless abandonment of all ornamentation, . and 
although the example of the eighteenth century and antiquity are sufficient 
to disprove the belief that decoration is in itself deplorable, no ornaments 
are undoubtedly preferabIe to bad ones. Thus the style which now emerged 
was one of the utmost austerity, relying for its effect on planning and pro­
portion alone, and faithfully fulfilling the one condition to which every 
importance was attached, of "fitness for purpose." Admirable as were 
the results in the case of factories, airports, hospitals and other uti1itarian 
buildings, when the same principle was applied to domestic architecture, 
the success was not always. so marked. For onething, the new architects 
could seldom resist makirig a house fit for purposes such as sun-bathing, 
which the · English climate and environment frequently rendered impossible 
of fulfilment; for another, the conception of a house as une machine à hahiter 
presupposes a barrenness of spirit to which, despite evèryindication of its 
ultimate achievement, we have not yet quite attained. 
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Pari of Agas 's J 6/h-cen/ury map sJwwing windmilIs in Finsi"",. Fields (lelt) anti tM Itnmels of tM Lord Mayor's H_t (art/re). 
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