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a corridor towards SUSTAINABLE urban development”
VISION & STRATEGY. MAPUTO METROPOLITAN AREA (MMA) 2040
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A corridor towards sustainable urban development is a refl ection about  

the current planning techniques and how to apply them in the African con-

text, specifi cally in Mozambique. It aims to raise awareness about the ne-

cessity of an understanding and adapting of European urban theories to the 

context conditionants and strong cultural identity of the African location.

The main aim is to explore a shift  in the metropolitan planning ap-

proaches in developing countries via a contextualized vision and strat-

egy for Maputo Metropolitan Area 2040 that translates the expected 

growth of the area into a sustainable urban development introducing 

principles of adaptive governance and ‘non conventional’ housing 

policies.

 The project refl ect towards the research question: How can contextualized 

planning strategies structure metropolitan growth in a fast urbaniza-

tion context as the back bone of mobility based sustainable spatial ur-

banization? How can adaptive governance support the decision making 

in this strategy?. It presents the proposal of a vision and strategy for Mapu-

to Metropolitan Area 2040. 

The integrated strategy is divided in three multi-scale strategies: The Corri-

dors, Moamba airport and New Katembe that,  based on a non conventional 

housing policies and adaptive governance theoretical framework, will pro-

pose a suistainable framework for the urban development of MMA 2040.

Sustainable development is “development that meets the needs of 
the present without compromising the ability of future generations 
to meet their own needs.”  (Bruntland Commission, 1987)

However, when applied to developing countries, the unbalanced situation 
is so extensive that further defi nition needs to be framed. The empower-
ment of the government is such that the weak governance presented in 
the area is stopping the urban development from reaching any sustain-
able guidelines. Therefore, there is need to include a new perspective to 
approach the weak governance situation introducing adaptive gover-
nance. The triangle of sustainable urban development is shaped into a 
prism-pyramid where it is essential to achieve a collaborative governance 
in order to reach sustainable implementations.

This thesis proposes an alternative 
approach to the current urbaniza-
tion trends in MMA by the introduc-
tion of 7 basic changes in perspec-
tive.

These are the basic principles that 
build up the proposed strategy.

The term of adaptive governance defi ne a group of several stakeholders involved 
in a collaborative and equalitarian approach. It includes not only good govern-
ance and citizen’s participation but a collaboration among the diff erent stakeholders 
involved in the urban development, understanding their own role and promoting the 
power distribution. The concept raises from the assumption that the changes are 
going to exist in the complex reality of informal cities and they should be un-
derstood as an opportunity for renewal and reorganization. It introduces the 
relation between a changing reality and the necessity of a fl exible policy framework 
where there is scope for responding to shift ing circumstances.

In a general overview, the concept of adaptive governance is defi ned by the following 
principles:

- New governance management
- Flexible policies open to change
- Collaboration of diff erent stakeholders
- Shared power – division of power
- Defi nition of the diff erent roles of each stakeholder

- 

There is a portion of the develop-
ment area reserved for the process 
of guided occupation

The fi rst occupations take place 
with basic dwellings which con-
struction entails small investment

The dwellings evolve when the owners have the 
means to invest on them. The city keeps devel-
oping and the government obtain the resources 
to propose a basic infrastructures network in the 
reserved land (energy, water, sewage...)

The fi nal image proposes 
a continuation of the city in 
this area in a smaller scale. The diversity of dwellings refl ect the char-
acter of each one of the owners. However, there is a network of basic 
infrastructures that ensure basic habitability conditions.

The development 
process of the city 
around the area 
starts and this land is 
divided in parcels.

From traditional centers to informal nodes Centralized power to adaptive governance

Closed urban development to inclusive 
fl exible guides for development

Infrastructures disconnected from 
development to an alignment of policies

Damage natural spaces to preservation 
through programme

Car focused mobility to multi-modality

Car oriented to transit oriented mobility
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Current situation of
informal settlements

Redefi niton of corridor
informal nodes + public transport connections 

and densifi cation areas.
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