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Life in the shadows of fast urbanism

Monolithic Spaces 
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Is architecture about buildings?
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or its performative form?
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It suggested the 
ignored, neglected, 
and marginalised 
spaces lying 
alongside or
beneath the shiny 
new-builds of 
redevelopment

Graffiti 
Posters
Stickers
Stencil
QR Codes
Text
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Instead of a city of things, its a city of be-
ing, of life there, of the programs of the 
everyday reflected in its detail.
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Improvised architecture
Not a singular author 
Constantly changing

Graffiti 
Posters
Stickers
Stencil
QR Codes
Text

Extraordinary= =

Everyday Architecture
Singular author
Constant 

Bollard
Street Sign
Wall
Fences

Infraordinary = =
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Street economies
[the body of the city street, 
apartment blocks]

Social vertices
 [curry houses, mosque, tea 
houses]

Liminal spaces
 [stairways, corridors, court-
yards, car yards]

Furniture
 [dining table, signages, flags, 
benches]

The everyday spaces
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The Unseen
"I like the place... 
it has no rules"
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The Everyday Life
Margins and Peripheries
Temporal and Ephemeral

Minor Architecture =

Monumental language
Hotspots
Permenant 

Major Architecture =
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EXISTING 
BUILDING
EXTENSION

FURNITURE
SPACES
STRUCTURE

MATERIALS
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How did I get to Bricklane?
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‘Sohofication’

£1236

£   ?

£780

‘Maintaining a 
public space 
commons 
requires 
constant 
collective
appropriation 
and activism, 
autonomous 
in the face 
both state and 
market 
control'

Brixton

St Pauls
 1296£ Rent price

Spitafield

24.4% Start-up searches

58% Child deprivation

Borough of Tower Hamlets

VECTORWORKS EDUCATIONAL VERSION

VECTORWORKS EDUCATIONAL VERSION
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Physical space, and its relationship to
social and                   space.
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Physical space, and its relationship to
social and political space.
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Everything is connected
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The city has lost 

35% 
of its grassroots mu-
sic venues 

In the following 4 
years

 25% 
of artist studios will 
disappear 
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The city is growing more 
                       and                            .
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The city is growing more 
monolithic and                            .
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The city is growing more 
monolithic and homogenous.
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Space is             .
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Space is power.
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H-Block

H-Block: Truman Brewery. 
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H-Block : Existing Building
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Investor  

= Profitability                                                                  

Investor  

Investor  
                                                                 

User 

= Long-term needs.                                                            

User 

                                                     

User

Time required for 
crowd funding 
(the bigger the site the 
< the group size)

Instant Capital 
availability 

Value 

Capital 

£££££ £
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Investor  

= Profitability                                                                  

Investor  

Investor  
                                                                 

User 

= Long-term needs.                                                                 

User 

                                                     

User

Time required for 
crown funding 
(the bigger the site the 
< the group size)

Instant Capital 
availability 

Value 

Capital 

£££££ £

size-site-time
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M E N D
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So what model can we create to mend the 
gap?
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H
BLOCK

Communities in business
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Unseen urbanism: a response and resist-
ance to state-led economic development 
plans. 
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a) Shared b) Circular c) Singular
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Unseen street economies Actor network
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Communit y 
center
crowdfunding for collective of 
South-asian women in the com-
munity, requesting for a space of 
trade, startups and food.

Art Gallery
Art Galleries for high end artists and 
curators in London. 

Mosque
women spaces for learn-
ing, councelling and activ-
ities as well as gathering

University 

Primary School
Wishes space for Community Gardening.

Performance 
center - Kobi 
Nazrul
organised by locals and resi-
dents, focused on cultural dance 
and music.

Local businesses 
crowdfunding for collective of South-asian 
women in the community, requesting for a 
space of trade, startups and food.

Library
After school support.

Stepney city farm
crowdfunding for more space as land is 
threatened to be developed

A Network
Church  
women spaces for learn-
ing, councelling and activ-
ities as well as gathering

Tati cafe 
crowdfunding for collective of South-asian 
women in the community, requesting for a 
space of trade, startups and food.
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?
£?

1
2

3

45

6

     Programs

Food & Drinks

Leisure

Artists & Makers

Social Enterprise & Education

Creative Services

Money circulates 
wihtin H-block

H
BLOCK

Communities in business

Social enterprises
skill trade among 
creatives and resi-
dents. Permanent & 
temporary ones.

Self sustainable
Rent out spaces to 
companies/ individu-
als/ agencies. 

Strategic partnership
Working with government /
mosque/ universities to reach 
community.

Open call
volunteering for partici-
pants and professionals of 
the community.

Self organised
No local representation. 
Instead a network of 
individuals that assign 
their roles. 

Social network
Free spaces that act as an 
extension to the public activ-
ities e.g urban farm and skate 
academy.

Program strategy

£
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Existing site condition
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Woodsneer
Woodsneer

Ely's Yard

Allen  Gardens

Housing estate

Housing estate

Victorian Residences

H-Block

Buxton street

Buxton street
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Industrial language

Victorian Language
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Instead of the building performing as  
monolithic structure that separates the 
indoor and outdoor environment entire-
ly, it becomes one of the transition layers 
between different comfort and climate 
zones.
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Access points

Residential access

Park access
Bricklane Highstreet

Private access
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Openings 
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Green Area
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Urban Farm
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Extensions
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Threshold
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Circulation & connectivity 

Private

Public 
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B

G

1

2

3

4

Climate zone 3
Climatised
Permanent
Private

Climate zone 2
Climatised
Temporary
Public

Climate zone 1
No climatisation
open to contamination
Public

Climate zone3
Climatised
Temporary
semi-private

Climate zone 3
Climatised
Semi-permanent
Semi-private

Insulated

Access

Climate zone 6
No climatisation
Permanent
Semi-Public

Open 

Closed 
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Introducing the everyday people and in-
fraordinary.   .
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Introducing the everyday people and 
infraordinary.
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Introducing the everyday people and 
infrascape       .
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"I am from the Bricklane com-
munity, I am a mother and an 
artist that works with children 
with diabilities. I have a studio 
in H-Block as part of the Maker's 
group."

- Priya 
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Whats on her agenda today?
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Winter                                                                         Autumn                                                         Summer
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Winter                                                                         Autumn                                                         Summer
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Bricklane highstreet
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Access points

Residential access

Park access
Bricklane Highstreet

Private access
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Elevator
& stairs

Studios

Elevator
& stairs

Studio, hallway and workspace extension

Kitchen

Studio Studio

Studio

Studio

StudioStudio

Garden
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A mobile cart

Apron coat 
closet 

Coffee Crate

Wine glass 
and cups
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Winter                                                                         Autumn                                                         Summer



 Towards Heterogeneity

Winter                                                                         Autumn                                                         Summer
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Elevator
& stairs

Studios

Elevator
& stairs

Studio, hallway and workspace extension

Kitchen

Studio Studio

Studio

Studio

StudioStudio

Garden
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B

G

1

2

3

4

Climate zone 5
Climatised
Permanent
Private

Climate zone 3
Climatised
Temporary
Static
Public

Climate zone 1
No climatisation
open to contamination
Public

Climate zone 6
No climatisation
Permanent
Semi-Public

Climate zone2
Climatised
Temporary
Mobile
semi-private

Climate zone 4
Climatised
Semi-permanent
Semi-private

Insulated

Access

Open 

Closed 
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Wool Insulation

Hangers added 
to apply door 

Components can 
be quickly slot-
ted together like 
puzzle pieces to 
assemble a build-
ing frame, and 
easily disman-
tled, recycled or 
reused at the end 
of the building's 
life.

A simple modu-
lar construction 
system which 
encourages 
individuals and 
communities to 
self-build.

Studios
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A simple modu-
lar construction 
system which 
encourages 
individuals and 
communities to 
self-build.

Furniture fit out

Components can 
be quickly slot-
ted together like 
puzzle pieces to 
assemble a build-
ing frame, and 
easily disman-
tled, recycled or 
reused at the end 
of the building's 
life.
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CONSTRUCTION
MANUAL

STAGE -1

"LETS BUILD TOGETHER"

CALCULATE HOW MUCH YOU NEED

- PUZZLE THE PIECES TOGETHER INTO A BOX.
- USE COMPONENTS a,2X b, 2X c.

- PLACE INSULATION WOOL INTO EACH BOX.
- USE COMPONENT h.

- SLOT BOXES TOGETHER INTO A FRAME.
- USE SCREWS.

- SCREW CLADDING ONTO BOXES.
- USE COMPONENTS d.

ADDITIONAL ACCESSORIES

STAGE -3

57x

  a                             b            c                  d  

  e                   f                         g                         h   

57x

1x

DOOR         SKYLIGHT            WINDOWS             SHEEP WOOL 

U GF     SHELVES            ROD                  ROD HANGERS         BASKET  

114x

3x 2x 57x

114x

STAGE -2

STAGE -4
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Utilities

Heating panels

Eco fan 

Acoustic panels

Natural light

Skylights

Front window
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Summer
Natural ventilation
and 
Overheating

Winter
Heat Buffer
 and 
Mechanical ventilation

20-22 °C
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Winter                                                                         Autumn                                                         Summer
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Winter                                                                         Autumn                                                         Summer
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Elevator
& stairs

Studios

Performance 
space

Storage

Studio, hallway and workspace extension

Green roof

Terrace

Elevator
& stairs
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Facade extension
Workspace/walkway

Interior
Workspace
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Hallway and office terrace

Hallway  and workspace extension

Hallway and workspace extension

Extension 

E
le

va
to

r 
&

 s
ta

ir
s

Day care

Kitchen
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Elevator
& stairs

Storage

Day care

Day care extension 

Exhibition space
workspace

Exhibition space

Hallway and workspace extension

Elevator
& stairs
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Section Detail                                                                                                                      Scale 1:5

Interior Exterior

Window:
Sliding aluminium window

Facade: non-load bearing
- 27 mm horizontal wooden panels
- 40 mm steel profile 
- 16 mm chipboard
- 120mm mineral wool 
- vapour barrier 
- osb panel
steel profile
- 27mm treated (paint) horizontal wooden panels.
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Winter
Heat Buffer
 and 
Mechanical ventilation

Floor Heating

Floor Heating

Heating Panels

Closed Opening 

Brick mass 
heat absorption 
tempering 
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Sensor 

Opening Open

Natural ventilation

Co²

Summer
Natural ventilation
and 
Overheating
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E
le

va
to

r 
&

 s
ta

ir
s

Offices

Studio spaces

Open Studio

Lobby

Skate bmx park

Day care

Kitchen

Cafe

Hall-
way
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Winter                                                                         Autumn                                                         Summer
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Winter                                                                         Autumn                                                         Summer



 Towards Heterogeneity

Roof: Existing building
- 300 mm vegetation/gravel
- 50 mm drainage element, water resevoir 
and root barrier
- Waterproof membane
-140 mm rigid insulation 
- vapour Barrier
- screed falls 2%
- Existing concrete deck 

300 mm
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Elevator
& stairs
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Studio, hallway and workspace extension

Kitchen

Studio Studio

Studio
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Minor architecture
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Minor architecture
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Reinforcement representation
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Allen's Garden

Weekend markets

Residences

Estate Housing
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(A new connection to the 
garden)             

(A new connection to the 
residences)    

(Accomodating the weeked 
martkets)             
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An architecture that requires minimal skill, 
time and resource to allow the community 
to be there. A protest against architecture 
as a commodity. 



 Towards Heterogeneity

This is not about buildings
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It is about architecture in its performative form


