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ABSTRACT
*f Xe consider re�use as specific reorganisation of eYisting Naterials, then 
re�use iNplies harvesting as a first and fundaNental step, one that is often 
overlooked. The paper discusses how the process of harvesting and storage 
iNpacts and contriCutes to design, eYaNining three distinct cases as lenses to 
investigate forerunner strategies in the postwar period in Europe. In history, there are 
several relevant eYaNples of environNental aXareness that involve using products 
for as long as possible, that show early awareness of sustainable practices. Key 
initial steps include the harvesting of spolia and the storage of materials to allow 
their subsequent relocation. In this contribution, the process is observed by 
considering architects’ private homes as fundgrubes, or spaces where materials 
can Ce collected and Cricolaged� 5he different eYaNined cases are� the hoNe of 
+oäe 1leˈniL 	���������
 and his garden in -KuClKana, Xhere Naterials left over froN 
ongoing construction sites were temporarily deposited and “metabolised”; the barn 
neYt to the faNilZ hoNe of 3udolf 0lgiati 	���������
 in 'liNs, noX turned into the 
studio of Valerio Olgiati, where more than three thousand “cultural artifacts” from the 
local architectural landscape were accumulated; and the private home of Herman 
Haan (1914-1996) in Rotterdam, built on the remnants of war debris, particularly 
focusing on the Atelier where cobblestones from the Rotterdam harbour were reused 
as interior walls. These “private material yards” can be understood as fundamental 
laboratories for testing–linking the interiors and the city, the vernacular and the global–
or as sites that lay the foundation for (later) design ideas. The physical confrontation 
with materials indeed enters the designer’s private sphere, becoming part of a daily 
routine as well as a method of gathering knowledge, crucial both for the formation 
of individual poetics and, in soNe cases 	for eYaNple, in 1leˈniL
, for a pedagogic 
approach that anticipates a more contemporary environmental consciousness. While 
the materials lie around on the architects’ yards as isolated elements allowing 
observation of their proper form and behavior over time, the hierarchy is inverted, 
and design becomes dependent, or inspired, by the “as found”, giving rise to 
an original sZntaY that is not pre�set, Cut that rather deeplZ re�sets Naterials�
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