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The graduation plan consists of at least the following data/segments: 
 
Personal information 
Name Aikaterini Christina Inglezaki 
Student number 5394775 
 
Studio   
Name / Theme Transitional Territories / theme of the studio] 
Main mentor Nikos Katsikis Urban design, urbanization 

theory, world ecology. 
Second mentor Diego Sepulveda Spatial planning & strategy, 

socio-spatial justice, 
environmental planning.  

Argumentation of choice 
of the studio 

Coming from a country that is being deeply affected by 
the ongoing migration crisis I have witnessed the 
catastrophic effect of displacement on communities. 
Through my thesis I aspire to investigate the spatial 
dimension of this problem while studying a region that is 
considered an entry point for migrants, and at the same 
time, is under an increasing risk of ecological collapse 
because of its dependency on the natural systems to 
sustain a complex economic model. The studio’s 
approach on analyzing territories through a political, 
social and environmental lens perfectly fits my interest for 
developing my thesis.  

 

Graduation project  
Title of the graduation 
project 
 

Agroecologies for the Stateless 

Goal  
Location: Region of Murcia, Spain  
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The posed problem,  The current paradigm of land 
exploitation that is dependent on 
commodity export is rapidly 
operationalizing the Segura river basin 
in Southern Spain. The immense 
infrastructure network of the Tajo-
Segura transfer is draining groundwater 
in spite of the EU regulations that 
demand its protection since it 
constitutes the future supply for local 
populations when the climate crisis 
worsens and droughts become 
increasingly long. The administration 
that controls the fate of the transfer’s 
water through the associations of 
irrigators does not control the volume of 
water that is transferred nor the number 
of wells that are illegally opened to 
sustain agriculture, resulting in major 
nitrate concentration in the aquifers and 
ultimately, jeopardizing the sustainability 
of the water cycle.  
 This intensive system of production is 
also dependent on an increasing 
migrant workforce that seeks a better 
level of liveability in the European 
context. The distribution of immigrants 
in the territory is unequal and is 
conditioned by the structure of the 
labour market and the main sources of 
demand for immigrant labour, which 
can be characterized as highly 
precarious and problematic because of 
the seasonality that defines it. The poor 
conditions of habitability, overcrowding 
and lack of privacy have obvious 
negative repercussions for immigrant 
communities. Tensions in the daily 
neighbourhood relationships inevitably 
arise.  
 Such a system of production creates a 
duality of exploitation of nature and 
exploitation of human labour, based on 
modernity’s concept that views nature 
as a resource and allows geopolitical 
forces to control individuals. By 



attempting to put a value on nature 
through a process of deterritorialization 
that will reconsider landuse distribution 
and the mechanisms that support it, 
and in parallel, by seeking a new 
material basis for coexistence of local 
communities, a viable alternative is in 
need of exploration to restore the 
imbalance in the territory. The current 
economy needs to shift towards a year-
round model that would provide more 
stable working conditions, thus, the 
system of production will inevitably have 
to change from being exclusively a 
primary sector to a varied secondary 
sector that would encompass 
processing, industry and services.  
 

research questions and  Main research question: 
How to find more socially and 
ecologically equitable ways of human 
and natural work in the Region of 
Murcia? 
Analysis Sub-questions: 
RQ1: What are the systems that pose 
criticalities in the region and what are 
their limitations?  
RQ2: How is the land operationalised to 
sustain the regional economic model? 
What are the impacts of this process on 
the natural systems?  
RQ3: What are the working and living 
conditions of the migrant workforce? 
How is the seasonality of production 
affecting the labour dynamics?  
 



design assignment in which these result.  The project is based on the need for a 
paradigm shift in the current land 
exploitation model that is being followed 
in agricultural production environments. 
Bearing in mind the principles of 
agroecology, nature-based solutions 
and socio-cultural approaches theory, 
the goal of the project is threefold:  
- Firstly, immediate eco-spatial actions 
to bring the system back to a state of 
equilibrium after its collapse, meaning 
the recent eutrophication incidents in 
the Mar Menor 
- Secondly, to search for a productive 
model in balance with the maintenance 
of the values of natural resources on the 
long-term and redefine the political 
framework that currently allows the non-
compliance of the various actors to 
values that have been established by 
legal instruments. 
-And thirdly, to explore new forms of 
agricultural settlements within the 
agroecological approach as a way to 
promote the social sustainability of the 
migrant workers that are employed in 
the region.  

Process  
Method description   
 
(1) Literature review: 

(A) Exploration of scientific discourse theories and conceptual methods on 
agricultural production, land productivity and its relation to labour demands, 
sources and treatment of water contamination of agrarian origin, and finally, 
socio-cultural approaches for the integration of foreign populations.  

(B) Review of policy documents related to the authorization of water rights to 
irrigators to gain an understanding of the legal framework that capitalizes on the 
water system.  

Scale: From global discourse to regional and local knowledge (Segura basin-
Campo de Cartagena).  

(2) Analytic cartography:  

Construction of maps that provide a deep understanding of the current spatial 



mechanisms.  

Scale: Regional and local. (Segura basin-Campo de Cartagena).  

(3) Speculative cartography:  

The envisioning of new socio-spatial realities at the intersection of the material world 
and the imagination of the mind.  

(4) Strategic mapping: 

Unfolding a concrete strategy for the reconfiguration of the territory based on the 
local context needs and limitations.  

(5) Statistical data collection:  

Collection and visualization of data provided by administration instruments 
(Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Environment, Ministry for the Ecological 
Transition and the Demographic Challenge, Segura Hydrographic 
Confederation, Regional Service for Employment and Training etc.) to illustrate 
the current conditions of water limitations, the environmental emergency and the 
employment and habitation trends. 

(6) Case studies: 

Selection of specific sites that can showcase the current exploitation practices 
and would potentially be suitable for interventions.  
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Reflection 
1. What is the relation between your graduation (project) topic, the studio topic (if 

applicable), your master track (A,U,BT,LA,MBE), and your master programme 
(MSc AUBS)?  

 
The project Agroecologies for the Stateless is focused on the interrelation between 
intensive agro-industry systems and the exploitation of a flexible migrant workforce, 
which is critical in order to tackle the impacts of rapid anthropization. The topic falls 
within the studio premise that is related to territorialisation processes in transitional 
contexts. Regarding the studio topic in particular, the project is located on the 
Segura river basin, falling under the influence of the Tajo-Segura hydraulic network 
which capitalizes on the water resources of the region, in line with the studio’s 
research interest on riverine environments. Regarding the MSc AUBS program, the 
curriculum looks into the urbanization processes from the perspective of creating 
urban built spaces. This project is attempting to bridge the gap between the urban 
and the rural, by examining the reasons that make rural landscapes serve urban 
areas. The role of an urbanist in such a setting is to challenge the spatial implications 
of geopolitical interests that shape the land and to be critical of the ways people are 
integrated (or rather segregated) into new societal structures of urban or peri-urban 
areas. 
 
2. What is the relevance of your graduation work in the larger social, professional 

and scientific framework?  



 

 

 

 
Societal  
In a time of accelerating movements of populations and political instability, it is 
highly important to view such phenomena from the eyes of those afflicted by these 
crises. Migration processes usually have a negative connotation in public opinion 
that overlooks the fundamental contribution of migrants in their host societies, both in 
terms of productivity and cultural exchange. The project aims to shed light on local 
realities and conditions of marginalized and exploited populations, and to explore 
new socio-cultural paths for their insertion in societies and their vocational potentials.  
 
Scientific  
As the climate crisis worldwide deepens with a fast pace over the last years, the 
scientific discourse as well as individuals are becoming more and more concerned 
about the footprint that humanity leaves on the planet. Such concerns are of great 
value in understanding the criticalities that lie behind the urbanization processes and 
to propose precise actions that are needed to preserve our natural resources and 
restore the environmental degradation that occurs out of humanity’s imposition on 
nature.  
 
Professional  
Through our role as urbanists we often aspire to design new human-centered 
environments by actions of addition to the existing urban fabric. In my thesis I strive 
to illustrate that the application of urbanism could also mean an action of clearance 
or adaptation of existing systems and injustices that manifest in spatial terms, 
stemming from social sensitivities. While raising issues of ethnicity and culture it is 
crucial not to formulate opinions from our own place of certainty and safety, but 
rather challenge our professional and personal worldviews. 
 
 


