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‘The Last Gap’. 
Oostelijke Handelskade 225 1019 HM, 
Amsterdam
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- IJ Bay openess
- Amsterdam Central Station overview

- closed connection with 
the waterfront

- ‘symbolic’ greenery
- no visual connection with waterfront

- pakhuis open for public
- welcoming surroundings
- relatively wide connection with waterfront

- dark and narrow courtyards without greenery
- not inviting environment
- feeling of enclosure

- dark and narrow connections
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Antispace -broken, disjointed and disorienting.
R. Trancik in “Finding Lost Space”
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How to shape 
an antispace?
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Emma’s Hof
The Hague

Tasman-hof
The Hague

Bilderdijkkade
Amsterdam

Oostelijke Handelskade
Amsterdam

?

Galileïstraat 44 
2561 TG Den Haag

Tasmanstraat 137
2518 VM Den Haag

Bilderdijkkade 456
1053 VP Amsterdam

Oostelijke Handelskade 225
1019 HM, Amsterdam
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€
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Politics

Finances

Density

Typology

Phenomenology

Green

Culture

Social factors:

Economical factors

Architectural factors

Ecological factors
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What is the 
potential of The Last Gap?
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new opportunities for social interactions
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accessibility
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ecology
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How to build new dwellings in the last empty spot in the 
rigid neighborhood, but in the same time leave it open to serve

 the neighborhood as a high quality public space.
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design for openness

How to build new dwellings in the last empty spot in the 
rigid neighborhood, but in the same time leave it open to serve

 the neighborhood as a high quality public space.
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openness
functional
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openness
formal/visual

gate

urban scale

minimal interference with groundfloor
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Plug-in City, Archigram 1965
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Nakagin Capsule Tower by Kisho Kurokawa, Tokio 1972
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dwellings scale



33

openness “ideological”

concrete footing as the only 
fixed structural element
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member forces

bracing

stresses
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member forces

bracing

stresses
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growing forest is
 removing carbon 
dioxide from 
the atmosphere

forest becomes 
a carbon reservoir

manufacture 
into lumber
product

carbon stored 
in the product

transformation of lumber 
product to other uses in the 
end of buildingʼs life

sustainable forest harvesting - 
every cut down tree is replaced 

by planting another one
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Housing Hybrid 
of the 21st century
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house porch yard street open spaces

street semi - public spaces on upper floorshouse porch + yard public/open spaces on lower floorsvertical street

New living pattern -
vertical city
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growing in the natural way

services

dwellings

free access to 
the vertical city

leisure
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leisure
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single -house way of living

vertical village



58

basic 
modules

secondary  
modules

basic level+1 
module for big 
dwelling

garden 
modules

and 
semi-public 

facilities

level +1

basic kitchen &
bathroom 

basic level+1 module

basic kitchen &
bathroom module 
for big dwelling

corner 
modules

service 
shaft

service 
shaft

walking path

corner 
modules

greenhouse (public, 
shared  or private)

sauna

high privacy level

lower privaly level

atrium

extra in-between 
module

3-side glazed bedroom of 
small (2 modules) dwelling

corner bedroom in 4 
modules dwelling

living room in small 
dwelling with level+1

level +1
in small dwelling

basic bedroom and 
mini-living room in 
2-modules dwelling

 level+1 dining room

outdoor space as ex-
tension of living room

SMALL DWELLINGBIG DWELLING

MODULES 
CATALOG

modularity - 
freedom and guidelines
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design guidelines

design integrity
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service shaft

visual opening
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service shaft

dwelling
120 m2
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different experience of outdoor spaces
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PRODUCED BY AN AUTODESK EDUCATIONAL PRODUCT
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PRODUCED BY AN AUTODESK EDUCATIONAL PRODUCT
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climate guidelines

sustainable performance
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heat collector - greenhouse
PRODUCED BY AN AUTODESK EDUCATIONAL PRODUCT
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south - west elevation south - east elevation

north - east elevation north - west elevation

next step, that determines the location of “Gaps” is analysis of sun hours with direct sun rays hitting the facades. The places with poorest sun 
income will become semi - public spaces. 
Total time analysed in hours:, 2791.5
Total number of days:, 313. Calculated everyday 8.00 - 18.00 from monday to Friday, for specific geographical location of Amsterdam.
Starting shape of the building was version with all the “gaps” filled:

sun studies part 2. gaps determining
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noise buffer
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model experience
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To “Save the Gap!” means:

- to keep the state of transparency and 
accessibility of the plot,

- to create a good quality public space for 
the whole neighborhood,

- and to think about the building life cy-
cle, use of materials, construction, mainte-
nance in a responsible way.
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thank you!


