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APPARTEMENTJE,
BOOMPJE,
BEESTJE.
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1 MILLION HOMES BEFORE 2030
2 MILLION BEFORE 2050
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In the Netherlands we have got the phrase: huisje, boompje,
beestje. This represents a sort of life goal people have after a
busy, wild student or travel lifestyle. They now want to settle
and have a home (huisje), a garden (boompje) and a pet or 
children (beestje). For many people in Holland a single-family 
home with a garden is part of this social success image.

THE DUTCH LIVING CULTURE

HUISJE, BOOMPJE, BEESTJE

SOCIAL SUCCESS IMAGE
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LEIDSCHE RIJN, VINEX LOCATION NEARBY AMSTERDAM

EXPANSION TOWARDS THE SUBURBS
AND COUNTRYSIDE
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GALLERY FLAT LOCATION IMMERLOO, ARNHEM , NETHERLANDS

EXPERIMENTAL HOUSING IN THE 
NETHERLANDS 1968-1980
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NEW EXPERIMENTAL HOUSING
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This group is nevertheless quite complex. The type of the urban 
family can differ based on characteristics such as the income, 
the nationality, the composition of the household and the age 
of children.

COMPLEX WITH A LOT OF DIFFERENCES

GROWING INTEREST OF THE YOUNG 
URBAN FAMILY
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YOUNG 
URBAN 
FAMILY

Immigrant families belonging 
to the lower socio-economic 
classes

Native Dutch families belonging 
to the lower socio-economic 
classes

Immigrant families belonging 
to the middle- and upper class 
households

Young Urban Professionals 
who are having children and 
are therefore becoming Young 
Urban Professionals Parents

MIGRANT FAMILIES WORKING-CLASS FAMILIES

EXPATS YUPPS



Within these four categories there are even more differences. This is partly 
caused by the wide diversity of the household composition. Nowadays 
more and more parents divorce. An emerging trend is that this new partner 
now also has children. Children therefore are having nowadays more step 
siblings.

COMPLEX FAMILIES
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YOUNG 
URBAN 
FAMILY

NO TRADITIONAL 

FAMILY ?





To answer this research question different types of research 
have been done. 

DIFFERENT TYPES OF RESEARCH

HOW TO BUILD AN ARCHITECTURAL 
EXPERIMENT FOR THE Y.U.F.?

 ETHNOGRAPHIC 
RESEARCH

LITERATURE 
RESEARCH

CASE STUDIES  QUESTIONNAIRES 
WITH CHILDREN
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CHILDREN
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HOW TO 
DESIGN FOR 
THE Y.U.F.

CHILDREN



COLLECTIVENESS
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HOW TO 
DESIGN FOR 
THE Y.U.F.

CHILDREN

COLLECTIVENESS



‘KINDEREN ALS CEMENT VOOR DE STAD’

„Samen met hun kinderen zijn zij het cement van de stad. De 
kunst voor de stad is om plekken te creëren waar gezinnen uit 
verschillende sociale klassen met elkaar in contact komen.” 
Sinds 1970 neemt de diversiteit in Nederlandse steden toe. „De 
stad heeft nog nooit zo’n diverse groep kinderen gehad als nu, 
qua klasse en etniciteit. Daar liggen kansen.”

 NRC HANDELSBLAD, 21 SEPTEMBER 2020

LIA KARSTEN (1955, DE WEERE), 
PRESIDENT CHILD IN THE CITY.
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NATURE - INCLUSIVE
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HOW TO 
DESIGN FOR 
THE Y.U.F.

CHILDREN

NATURE - INCLUSIVE COLLECTIVENESS
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HOW TO 
DESIGN FOR 
THE Y.U.F.

CHILDREN

NATURE - INCLUSIVE COLLECTIVENESS
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2100 sqm
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Storage space

Bicycle storage Shared cars parking

Commercial space

Dwellings

Commercial space
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Entrances
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Stairs and elevators

Streets in the air 
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90 sqm maisonette 

70 sqm maisonette 

50 sqm apartment 

110 sqm maisonette
90 sqm maisonette

55 sqm apartment

70 sqm apartment
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0m 10m 1:50025m5m

Site Plan
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0m 10m 1:50025m5m

Site Plan
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‘ACHTERBANKGENERATIE’

Er is nog één ding waar ze zich zorgen over maakt, mailt 
ze na het gesprek. De zelfstandige bewegingsvrijheid van 
kinderen is sterk afgenomen. Ouders halen en brengen ze naar 
school en van en naar sport, muziekles en speelafspraken. 
De ‘achterbankgeneratie’ is een term die zij ervoor bedacht. 
Stadskinderen spelen steeds minder buiten, omdat ouders 
voorzichtiger zijn geworden, maar ook doordat het verkeer 
steeds drukker wordt en de publieke ruimte steeds voller (met 
terrassen, afvalbakken, Biro’s, bakfietsen en oplaadpunten voor 
elektrische auto’s). Dus ouders moeten mee naar de speeltuin. 
„Maar daar hebben zij niet altijd zin in, of tijd voor.” En dan 
blijven de kinderen dus binnen

 NRC HANDELSBLAD, 21 SEPTEMBER 2020

LIA KARSTEN (1955, DE WEERE), 
PRESIDENT CHILD IN THE CITY.
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JUSTUS VAN EFFENCOMPLEX, ROTTERDAM

‘STREETS IN THE AIR’



0m 5m 1:20010m2m

Level 04

WM HP VW

KK

WMHPVWKK

WMHPVWKK

WMHPVWKK

WMHPVWKK

WMHPVWKK

WMHPVWKK

WM HP VW

KK

WM HP VW

KK

WM HP VW

KK

WM HP VW

KK

A

1

B C D

2

54
00

3

4

5

6

7

E

11800 11800
57000

32
40

0

F

11800 11800 9800

54
00

54
00

54
00

54
00

54
00

ADVANCED HOUSING DESIGN GRADUATION STUDIO 51



ADVANCED HOUSING DESIGN GRADUATION STUDIO 52



0m 5m 1:20010m2m

+6000 mm

+12000 mm

+18000 mm

+24000 mm

+21000 mm

A B C D E F

Section AA'

+9000 mm

+15000 mm

ADVANCED HOUSING DESIGN GRADUATION STUDIO 53



ADVANCED HOUSING DESIGN GRADUATION STUDIO 54

THE IN-
BETWEEN 
ZONE

Group Research - Visual 
Ethnography

JUSTUS VAN EFFENCOMPLEX
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Unit Type 2-A First Floor 90 sqm
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Unit Type 2-B First Floor 90 sqm
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Unit Type 2-C First Floor 90 sqm
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Unit Type 2-A Second Floor 90 sqm
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Unit Type 2-B Second Floor 90 sqm
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3 m

5.4 m
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MINIMAL COLOR PALETTE
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Detail 5 Rooftop
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Floor Structure
Vegetation
Substrate, 200 mm
Filtering Foil, 10 mm
Drainage and buffer system, 120 mm
Root-resistant foil, 10 mm
Waterproofing two-layer
Cavity insulation, glass wool, 200 mm
Waterproofing two-layer, 10 mm
Cross-laminated timber, three layers, 140 mm
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UNITÉ D’HABITATION

LE CORBUSIER
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Detail 4 Module Joint100.0
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Floor Structure
Floor covering, 15 mm
Screed, 40 mm
Impact-sound insulation with floor heating, 30 mm
Cross-laminated timber, five layers, 140 mm
Cavity insulation, glass wool, 50 mm
Void, 45 mm
Cross-laminated timber, three layers, 80 mm
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Detail 6 Horizontal Module Joint Second Floor100
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Exterior Wall Structure
Equitone panel, 10 mm
Battens, 18, mm, 18 mm
Waterproofing two-layer, 10 mm
Cavity insulation, glass wool, 180 mm
Cross-laminated timber, three layers, 100 mm

Interior Wall Structure
Cross-laminated timber, five layers, 100 mm
Plasterboard, 10 mm
Insulation, 30 mm
Air layer, 20 mm
Insulation, 30 mm
Plasterboard, 10 mm
Cross-laminated timber, five layers, 100 mm
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Floor Structure
Timber grate, 24 mm
Battens, 24 mm
Mitred blocks, 32– 55 mm
Elastomer bed (impact sound), 20 mm
Waterproofing two-layer, 10 mm
Three-layer panel, 25 mm
Cavity insulation, glass wool, 160 mm
Three-layer panel, 25 mm
Void, 25 mm
Cross-laminated timber, three layers, 80 mm
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Detail 1 Terrace with planter100
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Detail 1 Terrace with planter100
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Detail 1 Terrace with planter
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Floor Structure
Timber grate, 24 mm
Battens, 24 mm
Mitred blocks, 32– 55 mm
Elastomer bed (impact sound), 20 mm
Waterproofing two-layer, 10 mm
Three-layer panel, 25 mm
Cavity insulation, glass wool, 160 mm
Three-layer panel, 25 mm
Void, 25 mm
Cross-laminated timber, three layers, 80 mm
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Fragment 2
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Floor Structure
Timber grate, 24 mm
Battens, 24 mm
Mitred blocks, 32– 55 mm
Waterproofing two-layer, 10 mm
Elastomer bed (impact sound), 50 mm
Three-layer panel, 25 mm
Frame of joists, 160 mm
Three-layer panel, 25 mm
Void, 25 mm
Cross-laminated timber, three layers, 80 mm
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BERTELMANPLEIN IN AMSTERDAM-ZUID

ALDO VAN EYCK &
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CONCLUSION

WHAT WILL THE FUTURE BRING US?
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