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S E A R C H | N G 1.1kg waste per person per day
= 19000 tons a day for the city
83% of Istanbul’s waste is buried
Cha P ter 2 6% of Istanbul’s waste is recycled
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Chapter 1
SEARCHING



Traces

The Waste Collector living opposite my house found 3 film
camerasinthemunicipaltrashbin.Heusuallysellstheseitemsfor 10TL
eachatDolapdereMarket,wherehesetsupastallat3aminthemorning
each Saturday. By the morningit becomesbusier,butwhathe doesn't
sell by the afternoon, he leaves on the street for people to take as they
please. In thisinstance, as | had been engaging in small conversation
with the waste collector daily, he gifted me the cameras, with which|
continued to document traces of waste in the city with.

ThisWaste Collectorthereforeimpacted my research method.
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The city streets are full of traces of waste, both
informalandformal. Theyaredefinedbydifferentobjects:
tarpaulinbagsfortheinformalandmunicipalbinsforthe
formal. Thetwosystems,andtheirrepresentativeobjects,
existsidebyside,sittinginlatency.Theybothrepresenta
systemofcollecting,clearlyholdingcollecteditems,yet
arewaitingtobecollectedandtransported onceagain.



Empty Traces

The cart itself is constructed from found tubular iron poles,
making it simple to construct more with a welding machine.

Itisalwaysaccompaniesbyasmalltarpaulinsack,forwhichthe
collector uses to store personal items while he walks.
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Place as Knot

Ingold, T. Lines: A Brief History

MESHWORK
Interwoven Trails

NETWORK
Point-to-point connection
between nodes

Ingolddiscusses,inhisBriefHistoryofLines,theimportanceofunderstandingplaceasnota'container’ofactivity,
butasanentanglementoftrails'ofobjectsandactors.Theseinterwoventrailscometogethertoformthemeshworkthrough
whichweexist.Asopposedtoimaginingurbanenvironmentsasanetworkcomprisedofnodesandnone-to-nodeconnections,
an understanding of weaving of threads and traces provides more importance to the journey.

Despitemuchoflngold’sstudiesfocusingonspecificallyindigenouspopulations, hisconceptualisationofthepath,
anditsmomentsofknottingasthemakingofplace, providesasenseofimportancetomarginalisedcommunities.Thetrail
mustbevalued,asitisdefiningofthewalker-whoisconstantlyhyper-awareoftheirsurroundings,justasthewastecollector.
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WHITE PAPER
COPPER
IRON
CARDBOARD
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Process

STOPPING

LOOKING

NOTICING
COLLECTING FROM BIN
FOLDING/CRUSHING
FILLING BAG

JUMPING IN BAG

WEAVING BETWEEN CARS
WEAVING BETWEEN PEOPLE

SORTING
REPACKING
WEIGHING
FILLING TRUCK

PAYING

DRINKING TEATOGETHER
EATING TOGETHER
SLEEPING

FURTHER SORTING
PRESSING
WEIGHING
FILLING TRUCK

PAYING

OVERLAPPED

Place

STREET
TRASH BINS
TARPAULIN SACK
CART

DEPOT
TRUCK

PRESSING FACTORY

LORRY

KOMURCUODA

YAKACIK

Sanitary Landfill [l
Closed Open Dumping Q)
Transfer Station g\
Gas-to-Energy Plant ‘

Medical Waste Incineration ()

Composting Plant (@)



PLASTIC
PET

GLASS APPLIANCES

WHITE PAPER
CARDBOARD
KARTON

ALUMINIUM
ZINC
LEAD
COPPER .
YELLOW .~

Bins"':
Street
Vacant lot

C("'gllecting
Seraping

Picking

Depot

... GART

Sortihg
Weighing
Re-Packing
Paying

Waste Choreography:
Initial Understanding

AWasteChoreographycanbedefinedasthejourneyofthewastethroughthecity,understoodasa‘’choreography’
duetothedeepknowledgeoftheurbanfabricheldbythecollector;asajourneythathasbeenlearntandmemorised.They
tapinto theirtacitknowledge of where tolook, what to look for,and how to react to such findings. When collecting, the
workers are hyper-aware of their surroundings as one is when dancing..

Thewaste systemisinherently spatial, requiring theWaste Choreography below to present the hidden spaces
alongthejourneygraphically.Documentationofinformalsystemsinanaccessibleanddigestiblewayisanimportantpartof
knowledge making for me.

Where does the informal system exist on the map?

ThemunicipalRecyclingNetworkbeginsattheTransferStation.However,thereisacomplexseriesof pathways
thatexistinformally alongside thismoment.The pathwaysare thejourneysofthe collectorsastheyselectandtransport
objects from the street to their warehouses to be sorted.

ThisseriesofinterwovenpathwayscreateaMeshwork,whichbeginsatthemomentobjectsarecollectedfromthe
street.The objectstravel with the collectorinadifferentmanner(cart, truck, lorry) based on the type of collector,and the
stage in the journey of the waste.

UnliketheRecyclingNetwork,theCollectors’Meshworkaknowledgesthepathwaysofthecollectors, theirobjects
and vehicles, as these trails define the survival of the collectors themselves.

Sorting
Pressing Factory : Weighing

Paying

Private
Recycling Factory

B Sanitary Landfill
’ Gas-to-Energy Plant

A Transfer Station

Sorting
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Thismanis75yearsoldandhasbeenworkingasacollectorfor
50years.Heliveinadepot with men of all ages, including youngsters
likeinthephotooverleaf.Heusedtocollect3-5cartsadaywhenhewas
young, but now can only manage one a day.

Ibumpedintohimthreetimesatthesamespot,whichiswhere
hespendshisdays.Heletsthewastecometohim,instead of searching
the streets for it.




Dodging both cars and pedestrians




COLLECTION: DEMOLITION SITE, KARAKOY
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GARBAGE
NOT GARBAGE
NOT-YET GARBAGE

When does an object become a discard?

When does a space become a discard?
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Usually, a sack takes around 3-4 hours tofill, but
dependingonage,ability,andtimeoftheday/week,this
couldtakemuchlonger.Asthesacksarefilled, makeshift
cardboardconstructionsareusedtoincreasethevolume
of the cart further.



Manycollectorshavecraftedtheirown’'machines’
to aid in collecting.
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Waste Collector Networks

Old-time Waste collectors have built up a network with clients
andarecalledbywealthypeopleworkinginbanks/orownersofmarkets/
shops/restaurants who call them to collect their waste.

While walking with Omer, another collector received a pick-up
call,sothey swapped cartsin orderforthe othercollectortoarrive with
an empty sack.

A missed call results in missed earnings.
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Beginning to trace the routes of collectors.

Routes'thicken'asmoreobjectsjointhejourney.
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Workoccursatalltimesofday.However,night-timeispreferred
by many collectorsastheroadsare oftenlessbusyandtherecanbean
abundanceofwasteinparticularareas.Forexample,atapproximately
22:00whenretailstoresareclosing,andrestaurantsbarsarebusy,there
s a high volume of waste being emptied.




Whenthecollectorshavereturnedwithenough
paper or plastic to fill a truck, the’'mudurs’fill it up. With
paperandcardboard,thecontentsareemptiedintothe
truck, whereas with plastic they remain in the bags. In
fact, with paper, the truckis often wetted and stamped
upon in order to compress the goods further.
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SORTING



Discard:
Ground Floor



Micro Appropriation



DOLAPDERE
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SORTING
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Comparing

Patron vs. Mudur

Thereisalwaysjokingaboutwhothebossvs.director(orpatron
vs. mudur) is at the depot.

Thesewordshaveimplicitmeaningandtheyaresomewhatused
playfully,asthe collectorsalsorelax with their'‘bosses’inthe evenings,

makingitastrangethingtousesuchwordsthatimplyhierarchyamong
them.




Discard: Empty Plot



It was important for this depot boss to cover the
availablechairsincardboardforusbeforewesat,displaying
his hospitality and cleanliness.

Cleanliness




At this depot usually work 40 men, but due to
a hometown funeral, 30 of them returned to the East of
Turkeytogather.ltwasaninterestingexampleofHemsehri

relationships in the depot.



Discard: Between
Buildings
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Discard:
Abandoned



SORTING: DEPO, ATESEHIR
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Latent // Liminal

The Atesehir Depot.

This building has been leftabandonedfor
20 years, since a dispute between the contractor
and the municipality over its construction.

Since its abandonment, the building
continues to deteriorate as panels are constantly
stolen from its facade, yet the activity inside the
buildingneverceases.lthasbeenreclaimedbythe
collectors who work and live there.

Itisthelargestdepotinlistanbul, with 150-
200mencallingithome, howevertemporarythat
may be.




Sorting

The empty structure, and its open floor plates at different
moments,ismadethemostofaspointstotransferwastefromonelevel
to the one below.

Melting













Living in trash
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How to make a home?
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like the trash of the city.
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4 brothers

Thisresearchfollowedtheofjourneysofthecollectors
andtheirobjects.However,focusingonjusttherhythmsoftheir
workdiscountsthesocial structureand organisation of these
actors. Therefore, this research looked at how the collectors
interact with each other and pubilic.

Moments of appropriation within the abandoned
structure, where workers have carve a sense of ownership,
however temporary, over the space.

What networks are they involved in?
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Accumulating




Weigh and Leave

Beforethebagsarereadytoleave, theyareweighed,and
theworkerispaidbasedonthenumberofkilogramscollected
and of on materials.
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Structure Infill

Bagssitinlatencywhitetheywaittobecollectedbythe
truck which takes them to the pressing factory.




Addition // Inhabitation
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The earphones are animportant part of the collectors’outfits.
Throughout the day, they are listening to music, or calling friends or
family as they work.




Chapter 4
PROCESSING



PRESSING FACTORY, DUDULLU
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Carrying



The next stage in the process for each material is the pressing
factory.These are small-scale factories based inindustrial areas of the
city,whereoften5-20menwork.Eachfactorywillfocusoneitherpaper,
plastic, or metal. At each factory, the bags containing the material are
emptiedontoaconveyorbelt,wheretheworkersfurthersortthetypes
of the delivered material from one another.




This is the arrival ata plastic Pressing Factory in Dudullu. The
collected plastic objects, mixed in the collected bags, will be further
categorisedintheseparatingconveyorbeltbyworkersas LDPE,HPDE,
PET, PVC.



Factory Pressing
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Thepressedplasticblocks,althoughsolidandmassive, have
anephemeralityaboutthem.Asasingularbagorbottle, theyare
lightweightandmalleable, butasapack,theyaresturdyanddense.

e
. Rl
-—




I T Ll L ryry D

==

Factory Piling

These are two different paper factories: one dealing with
cardboardandonewithwhitepaper.Manyfactoriesdealwithjust
one material to press, but many larger ones deal with multiple.




Peeling







Typifying
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The Hurdaci
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Accumulation













From-Found Construction



