
On

the

F r i nge



P r o b l e m  S t a t e m e n t
&

R e s e a r c h  Q u e s t i o n



68%
of  the word’s population 
will live in cities by 2050

Housing 
cost=200% 

income on avarage in the 
Global South

200,000 mln
people moving to cities 
everyday in the Global 

South

1 B+
people will live in 

informal housing in the 
Global South 

by 2020
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INEQUALITIES OVERCROWDING

INFRASTRUCTURE TRANSPORT
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Bangkok, 2019Bangkok, 1989
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«The future of  vernacular tangible and intangible heritage is uncertain and if  we 
fail to act on that, its disappearance will not only be regrettable later on from a 

cultural perspective, but also opportunities for sustainable economic development and 
addressing inequality will be lost and can’t be recovered»

 From: Bangkok Vanguards, Heritage preservation a lost cause?
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Cité   >>  VilleCité   <<  Ville
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Cité   >>  Ville
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VilleCité
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H ow  c a n  a r c h i t e c t u r e  u s e  i n - b e t we e n  s p a c e s 

t o  n e g o t i a t e  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  b e t we e n  p u b l i c 

a n d  p r i v a t e  s p a c e , i m p rov i n g  t h e  c u r r e n t 

l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n , i n  s y n e r g y  w i t h  t a n g i b l e  a n d 

i n t a n g i b l e  v a l u e s  o f  a  p l a c e ?
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P hy s i c a l  Tr a n s i t i o n

H i s t o r i c  Tr a n s i t i o n

Te c h n o l o g i c a l  Tr a n s i t i o n

E c o n o m i c a l  Tr a n s i t i o n

S o c i a l  Tr a n s i t i o n



R e s e a r c h
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A d d i s  A b a b a , 2 0 1 6
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85 mln
in 2010

175 mln
in 2050

70% in need of  replacement

30% fair conditionA d d i s  A b a b a ’ s  h o u s i n g 
s t o c k  i n  2 0 1 1

P o p u l a t i o n  i n  E t h i o p i a

U n i t s  n e e d e d  i n  A d d i s 
A b a b a  i n  2 0 1 1

300,000 units
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“ O n l y  p e o p l e  w h o  c o u l d  a f f o r d  t h e 

d o w n  p a y m e n t  w e r e  g i v e n  a  u n i t  i n  a 

c o n d o m i n i u m . E v e r y o n e  e l s e  w a s  p u t  o n 

t h e  s t r e e t ”

( q t e  N i g u s s e )
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A d d i s  A b a b a , 1 9 3 0
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A d d i s  A b a b a , 2 0 1 9
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A d d i s  A b a b a , 2 0 3 0 ?
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( q t e  H e m b e t )

“ I  t h i n k  i f  w e r e  a n  a r c h i t e c t  I  w o u l d 

a p p r o a c h  i t  f r o m  t h e  v i e w p o i n t  o f  t h e 

p o o r .  We  a r e  t h e  m a j o r i t y ”
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PRODUCED BY AN AUTODESK STUDENT VERSION
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Up to 17 different apartments
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Urban EnclosureRural Enclosure
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Urban Blindness
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Talian Villa
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Base Plinth One-Floor Plinth

Pockets
for

Different Actvities

Protected Court
&

Public-Private Transition

O n  t o p  b e c o m e s  a  P l a t e a u d s
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20 m0 1 2 105

The Typology
-

1:100

Ty p e  B  |  G ro u n d f l o o r

Type  B

Lavoir
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Groundfloor ApartmentsGroundfloor Shops
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Watchtower DoorLived Step



33

AR4AD130
Global Housing Graduation Studio | 2019/20
Fabio Buondonno

( q t e  L o u i s  K a h n )

“ T h e  c l o s e d  d o o r  i n - b e t w e e n  r o o m s 

[ . . . ]  s h o w i n g  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f 

c o m m u n i c a t i o n ”
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Pocket Street
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The Ethiopian Steps
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20 m0 1 2 105

The Typology
-

1:100

Ty p e  B  |  1 s t  f l o o r

Common Kitchen
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20 m0 1 2 105

The Typology
-

1:100

Ty p e  B  |  2 n d  f l o o r

Type  B



38

AR4AD130
Global Housing Graduation Studio | 2019/20
Fabio Buondonno

20 m0 1 2 105

The Typology
-

1:100

Ty p e  B  |  3 r d  f l o o r
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T h e  S l o p e

T h e  P l i n t h

T h e  Po r t i c o

T h e  Ve r a n d a
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P u b l i c S e m i - p u b l i c S e m i - p r i v a t e P r i v a t e

A Relative System
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Ty p e  A

Type  A
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1000 cm0 50 100 500200

The Typology
-

1:50
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20 m0 1 2 105

The Typology
-

1:100

Ty p e  M  |  G ro u n d f l o o r / - 1

Type  M
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20 m0 1 2 105

The Typology
-

1:100

Ty p e  M \  |  G ro u n d f l o o r
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20 m0 1 2 105

The Typology
-

1:100

Ty p e  M  |  1 s t  f l o o r
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PRODUCED BY AN AUTODESK STUDENT VERSION
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1 2 3 4 5

6
6

1

5

2

3

6

7

4

30 mm Earthen Floor 
coated with linseed oil
60 mm mineral 
lightweight loam
Sand filling

40 mm lightweight 
mineral loam
Sand filling

Clay Tile

Installations and Tubes

Cement filling

Concrete Beam

Waterproofing membrane 
of  bitumen felt

Va u l t  S y s t e m

De t a i l
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M o d e r n
Tr a d i t i o n

C o n c r e t e  S t r u c t u r e
&  C e m e n t  B l o c k s

A n c i e n t
Tr a d i t i o n

A d o b e  B r i c k s
&  Wo o d e n  B e a m s

H y b r i d
E vo l u t i o n

C S E B
&  C o n c r e t e  B e a m s

Con s t r u c t i o n  S y s t em
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Locally sourced,
Sustainable

Local labourforce High performance
material

+ 10 h thermal shift
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World Bank 80%

Secondary Bank 20%

State’s 
Guarantee

Commercial
Activities

Pay Back

Fund i n g
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( q t e  H e m b e t )

“ O u r  l i v e l y h o o d  i s  i n t e r w o v e n  w i t h 

t h e  a r e a  w e  l i v e  i n  n o w. O u r  s u r v i v a l 

d e p e n d s  o n  t h i s  p l a c e  a n d  s o m e  o f  u s  a r e 

g o i n g  t o  d i e  f o r  t h a t  r e a s o n ”
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Talian Sefer Today Talian Sefer 2030

Surface: Surface:

Units/ha: Units/ha:

FSI: FSI:

Building height: Building height:

27.2 ha 5.7 ha

80 u/ha 179 u/ha

0.6 1.6

1-2 storey 4-7 storey
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Talian Sefer 2030Sengatera 40/60Mickey Leland 20/80

Surface:Surface:Surface:

Units/ha:Units/ha:Units/ha:

FSI:FSI:FSI:

Building height:Building height:Building height:

2.54 ha2.6 ha21 ha

203 u/ha144 u/ha90 u/ha

1.681.85 1 

4-7 storey13 storey5 storey
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Pha s i n g
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C i v i c  C e n t e r

Wa t e r  Ta n k / P l a y g r o u n d

H o t e l

Pa r kM a r k e t

Fr u i t
H u b

Urb an  Amen i t i e s
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S u p p o r t i n g  t h e  C o m m u n i t y

Ta j a l l a
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( q t e  N e g u s s e )

“ F i r s t  t h e y  t o r e  d o w n  t h e  t a j a l l a  [ . . . ] . 

M e n  u s e d  t o  g a t h e r  t h e r e  t o  d r i n k  a n d 

c h a t  a n d  d i s c u s s  w h a t  w a s  g o i n g  o n ”

Te j
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Urb an  Con f i g u r a t i o n s
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D i s t r i b u t i o n
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O p e n  S p a c e s
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Main Roads
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Secondary Street
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Commercial Street
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Residential Street
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L a l i b e l a , 2 0 1 6
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Tree Gate
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( q t e  L i n a  G h o t m e h )

“ T h e  a m n e s i a  i n  t h e  u r b a n  f a b r i c  c a u s e s 

a m n e s i a  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  f a b r i c ,  i t  d e t a c h e s 

u s  f r o m  t h e  g r o u n d  w e  a r e  s t a n d i n g  o n ”




