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european public spaces brussels
from flatness to a polycentral network

The european quarter in Brussels has become 
a monofunctional office district since the rapid 
development of the European Union in the second half 
of the twentieth century. Uncontrolled office expansion 
has led to a district characterised by the monotony 
of glass closed office blocks, empty streets and large 
infrastructure.

This project is a proposal to regard the public space in 
this area as an opportunity to make a statement as a 
european public space: an integrated part of the city, 
where urban liveliness and a diverse mix of functions are 
key points. 

In order to achive this, a threefold strategy is laid out, as 
the above diagram shows. The current stituation is one 
of flatness - both in function or use as in morphology 
and typology. Firstly the area will become centered 
around two redesigned axes, where a pedestrian-friendly 
space is proposed. 
Then ,on these axes new centralities are developed. This 
allows for an urban experience of diversity, from node to 
node. 
Thirdly, by concentrating along these points, 
deconcentration can emerge in the inbetween spaces. 
This allows for recapturing of residential functions, in 
order to allow for a rich mix of functions and uses.

urban boulevards brussels
european public spaces

The first project for the european quarter encompasses 
the redevelopment of two major axes. Currently 
burdened with heavy five-lane traffic arteries, the new 
situation proposes the separation of interurban and local  
traffic. This way, the street level is reopened for public 
life.

Together with the activation of the plinth of the buildings  
with public functions, the new boulevards will start to act 
as new centralities in the quarter.
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boulevards section design
top: transformation of traffic and spatial situation
middle: design principles
bottom: urban boulevards section 1:200
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boulevards plan design
transformation plan of Rue Belliard 1:1000

recaptured blocks brussels
european public spaces

The transformation of the current flat and solid office 
blocks is the second key project. The original dimensions 
meant for three storey residential use have densified so 
that the courtyards are closed off and (partially built).

The project proposes an increase in size for the interior 
courtyards by combining two blocks. This will open up 
the space for a secluded residential atmosphere. By re-
organising the volume of the block, new housing can be 
added to promote functional diversity in the european 
quarter.
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urban blocks transformation
top: diagrams of block typology development
one below: proposed transformation
below: studies for block interiors
bottom: transformation of profile section of european quarter

european forum brussels
european public spaces

The third project for the european quarter is a new 
square amidst the main EU office buildings. In it, a num-
ber of functions are embedded - not only offices for the 
EU, but also for the city, like shopping, restaurants, a 
metro station and a cinema.

The european forum explores a new method of inte-
gration of functions with the public level: by folding and 
creasing the sloping geometry of the site, and ‘stuff-
ing’ the program underneath, new spatial relations are 
formed that generate publicness.
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european forum exploded view
top: public square level
sub-level 1: functions
sub-level 2: roads and routing
bottom: context and site relief
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european forum plans
top: plan in context 1:500
bottom: plans of levels 1:1000

floor plan P-5000 1:1000

floor plan P-9000 1:1000
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european forum plans
top: plan in context 1:500
right: materialisation diagram
bottom: plans of levels 1:1000

floor plan P-11000 1:1000

floor plan P-13000 1:1000
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european forum sections & elevations
top: cross sections 1:1000
bottom: elevations 1:1000
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east side elevation 1:1000

west side elevation 1:1000

north side elevation 1:1000

south side elevation 1:1000

profile section C  1:1000

profile section D  1:1000

profile section A  1:1000

profile section B  1:1000
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fragment exploded view
top layer: green elements and furniture
middle: public surface and facades
bottom: base levels
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fragment construction
top: cross section 1:100
bottom: fragment elevation and horizontal/vertical sections 1:50

IPE 270

IPE 180

floor layer
steel profile sheets + poured concrete

bearing layer
hollow steel columns + IPE beams

top layer
insulation + steel profiles + surface 
material + railing construction
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fragment construction
top: cross section 1:100
middle: bearing construction scheme
bottom: 3D detail of roof construction principle
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facade/level joint detail 1:5

roof package, consisting of
1  brick stone 50x64x200 mm
2 stabilised sand 150mm
3 hard insulation 100mm with water resistent foil
4 steel and concrete floor 200mm
5 IPE400 beam with circular cutouts (d=250mm)

level stone/grass detail 1:10

grass roof package, consisting of
1  grass slabs with stabilised sand
2 drainage mats 30mm
3 hard insulation 50mm with water resistent foil
4 cement floor 5omm
5 steel and concrete floor 200mm

skylight stone/glass detail 1:10

opaque glass skylight
1  channel shaped glass 40x160mm
2 channel glass profiles
3 tl light
4 acid etched glass single layer
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roof/facade joint detail 1:5

roof package, consisting of
1  concrete tiles 600x50mm
2 hard insulation 100mm with water resistent foil
3 IPE160 bearing tiling
4 steel and concrete floor 200mm
5 IPE400 beam with circular cutouts (d=250mm)

roof/facade open air detail 1:10

roof package, consisting of
1  concrete tiles 600x50mm
2 pebbles
3 water resistent foil
4 steel and concrete floor 200mm
5 IPE400 beam with circular cutouts (d=250mm)

level/staircase joint detail 1:10

roof package, consisting of
1  roof package 400mm
2 standardised concrete staircase
3 natural stone end tile

steel joint connection slab with bolts

steel joint connection slab with bolts

steel 300x300mm column

installation & ventilation

insulated double glass + frame

insulated double glass + frame

wood block

steel profile and 
glass handrail

steel profile

steel profile

laminated wood

laminated wood
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detailing
top: cross section 1:100
bottom: roof/facade detail 1:5
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detailing
top: cross section 1:100
middle: roof/floor detail 1:5
bottom: surface level details 1:10
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