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The european quarter in Brussels has become

a monofunctional office district since the rapid
development of the European Union in the second half
of the twentieth century. Uncontrolled office expansion
has led to a district characterised by the monotony

of glass closed office blocks, empty streets and large
infrastructure.

This project is a proposal to regard the public space in
this area as an opportunity to make a statement as a
european public space: an integrated part of the city,
where urban liveliness and a diverse mix of functions are
key points.

In order to achive this, a threefold strategy is laid out, as
the above diagram shows. The current stituation is one
of flatness - both in function or use as in morphology
and typology. Firstly the area will become centered
around two redesigned axes, where a pedestrian-friendly
space is proposed.

Then ,on these axes new centralities are developed. This
allows for an urban experience of diversity, from node to
node.

Thirdly, by concentrating along these points,
deconcentration can emerge in the inbetween spaces.
This allows for recapturing of residential functions, in
order to allow for a rich mix of functions and uses.

The first project for the european quarter encompasses
the redevelopment of two major axes. Currently
burdened with heavy five-lane traffic arteries, the new
situation proposes the separation of interurban and local
traffic. This way, the street level is reopened for public
life.

Together with the activation of the plinth of the buildings
with public functions, the new boulevards will start to act
as new centralities in the quarter.
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The transformation of the current flat and solid office

blocks is the second key project. The original dimensions
meant for three storey residential use have densified so

that the courtyards are closed off and (partially built).

The project proposes an increase in size for the interior
courtyards by combining two blocks. This will open up
the space for a secluded residential atmosphere. By re-
organising the volume of the block, new housing can be
added to promote functional diversity in the european
quarter.

The third project for the european quarter is a new
square amidst the main EU office buildings. In it, a num-
ber of functions are embedded - not only offices for the
EU, but also for the city, like shopping, restaurants, a
metro station and a cinema.

The european forum explores a new method of inte-
gration of functions with the public level: by folding and
creasing the sloping geometry of the site, and 'stuff-
ing’ the program underneath, new spatial relations are
formed that generate publicness.
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