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‘Gezinnen op straat’
Huisvesten van moderne gezinnen in Amsterdam

So, with this title I already intend to introduce you to the answers I found on the questions given to us by the dwelling studio. The first one ‘what 

do our cities need?’,  I say, families. And the second question, ‘How do we, in this case families, want to live in the future’ I say, strongly connect-

ed to the street. 
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Introduction
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Introduction

- 73% of all families in Amsterdam are unhappy 
with their current living conditions and want to move. 

- 73% of these families with a wish to move 
want to stay in Amsterdam.

Source: Heren 5 Architects, ‘Het gezin in de stad’ (2010)
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Introduction

Small dwellings
High costs

No or limited outdoor spaces
Heavy traffic

Lack of safety

Reasons for leaving the city
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Introduction

Functional connections

Social connections

Symbolic connections

Reasons for staying in the city
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Introduction

City economy
Use of facilities  |  Job creation

Social security
Close social networks  |  Often at home and in the city | Care for the city

Reasons for fostering families in the city
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Introduction

Target Group

Contemporary families
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Introduction

Traditional family

Source illustration: custodyxchange.com
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Introduction

Single parent family



13 / 137

Introduction

35% of all families in Amsterdam 
is a single parent family

(data source: Jaarboek Amsterdam, OIS)

Single parent family
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Introduction

Co-parent family
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Introduction

Patchwork family
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Research
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Research

Wishes and needs

Design starting points



18 / 137

Research

30m 150m 500m

Wishes and needs

House
Building 
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Research

Neighbourhood

Shops

DaycarePlayground

SchoolSports

Facilities
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Research

Neighbourhood

Sheltered environment
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Research

Wayfinding

Neighbourhood / Building block

Identity
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Research

Other families
Ground for playing

Building block
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Research

group / cluster

status

individuality

practical
service

Needs of a single parent family (data source: Kummeling, (2011))

Building block

Single parent family
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Research

Building block

Supervision and distance
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Research

Building block

Supervision and distance
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Research
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Research

Co-parent & Patchwork 
family

House

Adaptability
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Research

House

Multifunctional 

annex room

Rooms that 

can be split

Seperate kitchen 

& living area

Large hallway Many small 

rooms

Adaptability
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Research

Playing
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Research

30m 150m 500m

Range of action

0 - 4
4 - 8

8 - 12



31 / 137

Research

30m 150m

Range of action

House
Building 

block

Neighbourhood

0 - 4
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500m
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Research

Playing
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Research

Playing
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Research
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Research

Design starting points

Neighbourhood

Near facilities
Sheltered environment
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Research

Design starting points

Building block

Identity
Other families

Facilities
Supervision

- Kindergarten & Collective living/meeting room
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Research

Design starting points

House

Adaptability
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Research

Design starting points

Playing

Separate playing area for each age group

All dwellings connected to the street
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Location
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Location
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Location
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Location
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Location

N

327 m

35 m
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Location

Zeeburgerpad

Cruquiuskade

Mill / Brouwerij ‘t IJ

Zeeburgerdijk

N
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Location

1,65 m
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Location
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Location

Existing situation

Value assesment

- Lack of maintenance and underdeveloped

- No specific cultural or historical value

- Area is currently redeveloping

Demolishing
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Location

Create protected area from the water

Integrate kinder garden in the design

Car free zone

Use height difference to integrate car parking

Design starting points



50 / 137

Design
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Design

Building configuration

Plinth and volumes Carved out square

Places to play Connections
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Design
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Design
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Design
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Design
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Design

Circulation & Access
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Design

0 - 4 year

4 - 8 year

4 - 8 year

8 - 12 year

Places to play
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Design

Facilities
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Design

Car parking
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Design

Ground Floor
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Design

Ground Floor

22 cars
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Design

Ground Floor

3m2 storage
for each dwelling
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Design

Ground Floor

175 bicycles
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Design

Ground Floor
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Design

Play area
4 - 8 year
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Design
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Design

Ground Floor

Vertel mijn visie op het spelen

Aldo van Eyck
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Design

Ground Floor
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Design

Ground Floor

Workshop & Meeting room
Kluskamer & Buurtkamer
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Design

Ground Floor

Entrance Kindergarten
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Design

First Floor
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Design

First Floor
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Design
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Design

First Floor
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Design
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Design

First Floor



77 / 137

Design



78 / 137

Design

First Floor
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Design
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Design

Aldo van Eyck
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Design

Third Floor

Second Floor
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Design
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Design

Fifth Floor

Fourth Floor
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Design

1

2
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Design

C

B
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G
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Design

Section 1
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Design

60 m2

2 bedrooms
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Design

60 m2

2 bedrooms
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Design

104 m2

4 bedrooms
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Design

104 m2

4 bedrooms

Private area
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Design

104 m2

4 bedrooms

Collective street
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Design

80 m2

3 bedrooms
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Design

80 m2

3 bedrooms
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Design

80 m2

3 bedrooms
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Design

Section 2
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Design

93 m2

2-3 bedrooms
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Design

93 m2

2-3 bedrooms

Annex room
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Design

88 m2

3-4 bedrooms
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Design

88 m2

3-4 bedrooms
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Design

88 m2

3-4 bedrooms
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Design

63 m2

2 bedrooms
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Design

63 m2

2 bedrooms

Representative
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Design

63 m2

2 bedrooms

Private



104 / 137

Design

Section 3
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Design

120 m2

4 bedrooms
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Design

120 m2

4 bedrooms
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Design
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Design
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Design

wc

wc

wc

wc

wc
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Design

City heating 
(stadsverwarming)

boiler

boiler

boiler
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Design

wtw

boiler

boiler

boiler
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Design

(In situ)
Concrete walls

Concrete columns

Concrete wide slab floor
‘Breedplaatvloer’

Floor extension for 
bay windows

5400 mm
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Design
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Design
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Design
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Design
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Design
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Design

It took the freedom to use this style as a source of inspiration, as my location is somewhat secluded from di-
rect surroundings, and I think the Amsterdam School represents both the location and its function, a housing 

project (sociale woningbouwpaleizen), very well.

Amsterdamse school
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Design

BlokverbandPlint

Betonnen bandStraat

HalfsteensverbandVolumes

Koppen in 

tegelverband

Terugliggende delen
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Design
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Design
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Design
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Design
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Design
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Design
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Design



128 / 137

Design
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Design
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Stop motion


