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1.1 Gulag: complexities of the context

1.0 Contested heritage: definitions

1. Introduction
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Figure 1: Memorial to the victims of Gulag by Evgenii Iosifovich 
Chubarov in Moscow (Efimov 2017)

1.2 Methodology
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1.3 Objectives and findings

In what way does the diffi cult heritage related to Gulag 
institution’s land and societal division affect the develop-

ment of a contemporary identity for the post-Gulag city?
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2.1 Emergence of Vorkuta

2. Vorkutlag: land of the Gulag 
and coal mines

Figure 2: Vorkuta in 1950 (Borovski 2009)
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2.2 Spatial configuration of 
Vorkuta through ‘zonification’

Figure 3: Vorkuta map, 1950. Excerpt from RadioFreeEurope inter-
view with Vitalii Troshin (RFE/RL’s Russian Service 2017)

Figure 4: Hand-drawn map of Vorkuta and the surrounding area. 
(Moorhouse n.d.)
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Figure 5: Hard labour on the fields of Vorkutlag, N.D. 
(Johnstone 2015)

Figure 6: Inside of a barrack in Vorkutlag (Stickings 2019)

Figure 7: Labour camp number 125 in Vorkuta, 1946. (Steil 2005) 
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2.3 Constructing cities and 
infrastructure: the case of Chil-
dren Hospital

Figure 8: Completed Children’s Hospital building in Vorkuta, 1950 
(Vorkuta pokazhet Sever, N.D.)
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3.1 ‘Dezonification’ of land

Official histories did not mention that Vorkuta had been built 
by prisoners. Yet reminders of the camp were everywhere. There 
were burial grounds in and around the rebuilt settlements and 
children regularly found skulls and bones.26

3. ‘Dezoncifi cation’ and the end 
of forced labour in Vorkuta
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Figures 9-10: Left: Vorkutlag map (Moorhouse N.D.), right: Vorkuta 
city districts in 1976 (Romanov1982)
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3.2 ‘Dezonification’ of people 3.3 The city as a result of de-
zonification: interview with 
Vitali Troshin

Figure 11: ”Day of departure from Vorkuta, 1956” (Moorhouse, n.d.)
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Figure 12: The head of the Owing to Memory committee, ex-prisoner 
of Vorkutlag, Dmitrii Ilich Mamulaishvili with his son in the former 

field of Vorkuta’s Gulag in 1988 (Matycin 2021)
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Figure 14: To the innocent 
victims of Zapolyarye. 
Memorial proposal by Igor 
Pylayev (Mitin 1989)

Figure 15: Memorial to the 
victims of Stalinist repres-

sions, proposal by Veniamin 
Smirnov (Nikolayeva 1990)

Figure 13: Memorial to the 
victims of Gulag placed on 
Shakhterskaya promenade, 
Vorkuta in 1988 
(Centralised Archives Sys-
tem of Vorkuta 2018)
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Figure 16-18: Mask of Sorrow by Ernst Neizvest-
nyi in Magadan, Russia. (Klavdienko 2012)

The staircase leads inside this structure, and 
the exit is located at the backside to the cross. 
A camera must be located in the body of the 
mask. We need to think about the design of 
the camera. Either we will simulate the actual 
view of the camera, or the image of the 
camera. I would like a person, going up this 
stairway and entering inside the cell, to light 
up a candle in memory of those who were im-
prisoned, and to feel like a prisoner himself. 
And we were all prisoners... I wanted it to be 
a conciliar moment, that is when a group of 
people who are walking towards this monu-
ment are taken up to the stairs. But only one 
person should go into the cell, there should 
be a narrow door so that only one enters, and 
a narrow door so that only one leaves. The 
idea of   catholicity, that is, all together, and 
liturgy - I am alone, so that everyone feels 
alone and thinks about the people who were 
imprisoned. And then go down to the cross - 
as the path to purification ...
(Neizvestnyi 1990)
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Figure 19: Monument to citizens of Poland and other countries in Vorkuta, 1997
Figure 20: Lithuania’s monument to the victims of war and political repression in Vorkuta, 1995
Figure 21: Chapel in memory of Lithuanian Gulag prisoners in Vorkuta, 1994 
(Russian Association of Victims of Illegal Political repression n.d.)

Figure 19 Figure 20 Figure 21
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Imagine if I have an injury and I keep ripping off 
the skin before it heals completely…over and over 
again. The healing process should be gradual to 
avoid pain and blood.36

We had a purpose to help people that went 
through the Gulag system. We needed to protect 
and rehabilitate them. Now many of the repressed 
individuals require help… but the organisation 
does not exist anymore.

Figure 22: Vorkuta State Drama theatre, 1943 (Kolpakov 2017)

Figure 23: Vorkuta’s first stadium “Dinamo”,1946 (Kolpakov 2017)
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“ЖИЛЫЕ РАЙОНЫ ВОРКУТЫ,” Централизованная библиотечная система 
города Воркуты

“Дайджест: Почему Закрывают ‘Мемориал’, Договорятся Ли Россия и США 
Об Украине и Где Еще Ждут Войны в 2022 Году?,” BBC News Русская служба 

Figure 24-25: Protesters in front of the Supreme Court Moscow regarding the end of International Memorial. 
Poster 1 translation from Russian: “Hands-off from Memorial, freedom to politically-repressed people“. Poster 
2 translation from Russian: “You can’t kill memory of the nation! We are surviving in poverty, lawlessness and 

with barely any hope“ (Mokrushin 2022)
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4.1 Study of photography and diary entries 
on the current state of Vorkuta

4. Traces of the diffi cult past in 
the modern day Vorkuta
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White silence all around you, polar nights, a place of 
power.42

Figure 26: The center of the Rudnik: administration building of Vorku-
ta’s first coal mine (Sazhin 2021)

Figure 27: Abandoned residential building in front of the author’s 
house in Vorkuta (Unknown 2019)

Figure 28: The former center of Vorkuta. Image of the facade of 
Kirov cinema (Unknown 2019)
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4.2 Study of the video materi-
als on the current state of Vor-
kuta

Figure 29: Abandoned school building in Vorkuta 
(Demyanenko 2020)

Figure 30: Danila, 15 years old. Each year, many young people 
leave Vorkuta and move to more southern cities in Russia be-
cause they see no chances for professional advancement and 

social prospects (Demyanenko 2020)
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Воркута. Возвращение Домой. День Первый.

“В Воркуте Горела Заброшенная Школа,” Комсомольская Правда: 
Общество,

“В Воркуте Снова Горело Заброшенное Здание На Улице Энгельса,” Моя 
Воркута, 

Виктория Столярова, “«Они Практически Пустые»: Почему в России 
Умирают Моногорода,” ТВК,

Самый Брошенный Город / Воркута / Как Живут в Мертвеющих Посёлках / 
Лядов с Места Событий, The Люди

The Люди

 Воркута. Умирающий Город в Вечной Мерзлоте. Жизнь На Краю Земли 
За Полярным Кругом, Русские Тайны,

The Люди,

Умирающая Воркута. Как Живёт Город, Где Квартиру Можно Купить За 
Один Рубль, 
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5. Discussion
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List of fi gures

До и после перестройки. Журнал Регион

Детская больница”, Воркута Покажет Север

Наименование жилых районов в черте города Воркута от 
журнала “Заполярье

До и после перестройки. Журнал Регион
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Культурный тотем. Моя Воркута.

Главный Стадион города. Моя Воркута. 

«Никто теперь не защищен». Что означает для Крыма 
закрытие «Мемориала». Крым Реалии

Дневник по следам «Мемориалов»* Коми”. 7X7 Республика Коми.

Unknown. 2019. Воркута. Возвращение домой. День первый. LiveJournal. March 31, 
2019.
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Воркута. Умирающий Город в Вечной Мерзлоте. Жизнь На Краю Земли За Полярным Кругом, Русские 
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