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“What constitutes an Architectural Archive?”



READINGS AND DISCUSSIONS

ritual of making secret, it seems clear that the archive is primarily the
product of a judgement, the result of the exercise of a specific power
and authority, which involves placing certain documents in an archive
at the same time as others are discarded. The archive, therefore, is fun-
damentally a matter of discrimination and of selection, which, in the
end, results in the granting of a privileged status to certain written
documents, and the refusal of that same status to others, thereby
judged ‘unarchivable’. The archive is, therefore, not a piece of data,

04 but a status.

04_Excerpt from The Power of the Archive and its Limits (Mbembe, 2002)



READINGS AND DISCUSSIONS

Its status is also an imaginary one. The imaginary is characterised
by two properties already mentioned above: the architectural nature
and the religious nature of the archive. No archive can be the deposi-
tory of the entire history of a society, of all that has happened in that
society. Through archived documents, we are presented with pieces of
time to be assembled, fragments of life to be placed in order, one after
the other, in an attempt to formulate a story that acquires its coher-
ence through the ability to craft links between the beginning and the

05 end. A montage of fragments thus creates an illusion of totality and

05 _Excerpt from The Power of the Archive and its Limits (Mbembe, 2002)



READINGS AND DISCUSSIONS

helping to create a culture which might be considered amongst the
most exciting in the world.

Having failed to complete a project, launched via a
competition, to create a new home for the archive, within a disused
church, the collection remains in need of a permanent home and
new direction. This will be our graduation project for this year. We
will be working with the VAI and other significant voices to think
speculatively about how to develop a new architectural archive, not
on its originally intended site but instead in the context of the VAi's
home, the architect Leon Stynen’s monumental modernist culture

06 campus of de Singel, on the periphery of Antwerp’s historic centre.

06_Excerpt from the first brief
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11 _CCA section
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