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VA1

A collection does not arise out of nowhere.

The collection of the VAI goes back
to the late 1980’s, when the province
of Antwerp established its regional
architectural archives.
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It 1s our aim to raise public awareness
for the importance of a well-designed
environment, to stimulate the public
debate on the design of buildings and
cities and to disseminate knowledge
about architecture.
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[tisouraimtoraise (public)awareness
for the importance of a designed
environment, to stimulate the public
debate on the design of buildings and
cities and to disseminate knowledge
about architecture.
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THE VA1 & deSingel

Since 2002, the VAI has been located in
DeSingel, where it has made its home.

A




About News The Future of Archiving Collection Q. — NL[EN

—
S
o
T
e
—
——
B
- ' l ‘ !
-\- | I g
- -
-

The great modernistcdfﬁplex was originally designed
by Leon Stynen and Is one of his many modernist
~/ pieces in the city of Antwerp
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And much like many other modernist works, it was
Concelved to stand alone , in an elegant diolog with
' the natural elements surrounding it.
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Concelved to stand alone , in an elegant diojpg with
' the natural elements surr ing it.
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"Nele much like many other modernist works, it was
Concelved to stand alone , in an elegant diojpg with
the natural elements surr ing it.
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But that vision wouId:‘f’:’éventually change, as the
~ building progressively grew to host alarger number of

" institutions and other tenants. Turning it into the giant
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After all these changes, much
of the original permeability
of deSingel was lost, turning
Stynen’s design into a large

urban enclave...
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serve
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After all these changes, much
of the original permeability
of deSingel was lost, turning
Stynen’s design into a large

urban enclave...

Cut off from its
modernizing surroundings...

And the (Public) it is meant to

% serve
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In this enclave, the VAi is found
tucked towards the back of
deSingel, in one of the rooms
of the extension designed by

BEEL Architecten

- i |
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the offices. With the much larger depot
being located deeper into the city

o5 60 |aadkade deSInge
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Archiving

¢C 99

'1o place or store (something) 1n an archive.
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Archiving

¢C
‘1o plaece-or store and care for (something) 1in an archive. ?)

A
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Archiving

¢¢
‘1o enrich the knowledge of the public through the act of

holding, preserving, restauring and facilitating access to
relics of the past. 99

A
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‘1o enrich the knowledge of the (public) through the act
of holding, preserving, restauring and facilitating access
to relres valuable architectural works of the past. 99
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‘1o place or store (something) 1n ‘1o enrich the knowledge of the public
an archive. through the act of holding, preserving,
restauring and facilitating access to
valuable architectural works of the past.
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Archiving (Arch1)ving

‘1o place or store (something) 1n ‘1o enrich the knowledge of the public
an archive. through the act of holding, preserving,
restauring and facilitating access to
valuable architectural works of the past.

Supposed to be the same thing???
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‘10 place or store (something) In ‘10 enrich the knowledge of the public
an archive. through the act of holding, preserving,
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In the Archive

Archiving:
“’lo place or store (something) 1n an archive.”
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In the Archive

(Archi)ving:
“’lo enrich the knowledge of the public through the act of holding, preserving, restauring and
facilitating access to valuable architectural works of the past.”
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In the Archive

(Archi)ving:
“’lo enrich the knowledge of the public through the act of holding, preserving, restauring and
facilitating access to valuable architectural works of the past.”
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In the Archive

(Archi)ving:
“’lo enrich the knowledge of the public through the act of holding, preserving, restauring and
stitmulate the engagement with valuable architectural works of the past.”

R




Flanders

Architecture

Institute About News The Future of Archiving Collection Q NL|EN

In the Archive

(Archi)ving:

How to increase engagement 1n a place where engagement must be limited?
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'The Story of the Archive

Archiving

'lo place or store (something) 1n
an archive.

(Archi)ving

‘1o enrich the knowledge of the public
through the act of holding, preserving,
restauring and facilitating access to
valuable architectural works of the past.
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'The Story of the Archive
Archiving (Archi)ving

What s the current story the archive What aspects of the original story of the
tells about 1tself? archive must change 1n order to create
angagement with the public?
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Enters the archive by

s the archive building

Enters the archive building

About

News

The Future of Archiv

ing

Collection

Story of the Archive

s for request
erial

[Process newly acquired collections ~ ————— Unload new

Receives material at study room

Archivist handles material
(Second hand analy:

Does not find Answers

Triage newly acquired material

(at w ion & depot) loading area

adings for
educational purposes

(at workstation or conference room)

Passes through triage

Is unloaded at loading area
for items of interest at triage room

at triage room

Quarantine triaged material

at quarantine room

Clean post-quarantine

material

Identify materials
of restauration

D)

Goes to quarantine room

Taken to the lab for
professional cleaning

Sorted between materials in ne
of restauration and materials in
good conditions

Items are restaured at  ——— Gets an LD, lable, is added to
restauration lab the archive's catalog, and is located
within the Depot space

Enters the Depot

D)

repares materials at study r

Restaur items at restauration lab

Finds Answers

Assists the u

ems, p

1D, label, catalog and loca

ms in the depot

material at exhibition

Sits at the depot waiting to be
of use to someone's curiosity

D)

Is discovered by the user as
a possible resource

@ Is retrieved from the depot
by the Archivist

@ Is taken to a study room

Is analyzed by the User or the Archivist Answers a question/

Provides an insight/
generates an epiphany

s study room

f the collection to

the depot

Enriches the academic discourse
on the discipline and perpetuates the

cultural value of its items.

Leaves archive building

Return to the depot
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West Elevation 1:200
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D1

Aluminium Flashing
Aluminium Box Gutter profile
Water Prootf Membrane

Water resistant Installation Tape
Water Collection Point

Rigid Insullation - 200mm
W6X25 Steel Beam (Secondary)
W10X12 Steel Beam (Primary)
Cold Formed Steel Framing

. Composite Slab - 175mm

. 200mm HVAC Supply Duct

. HVAC Grill

. 20mm Dropped Ceilling Wood
14.
15. Janssen VISS - Structural Glazing

Ceiling Ties

Facade System with Mirror Finish
Interior Perforated Aluminium

D)2

Rigid Insullation - 50mm
W6X25 Steel Beam (Secondary)
W10X12 Steel Beam (Primary)
55mm Screed Floor Finish
In-Floor Heating conduit
Composite Slab - 175mm

Slab Aluminium Skirting
200mm HVAC Supply Duct

HVAC Grill

. 20mm Dropped Ceilling Wood Panels
. Ceiling Ties
. Interior Perforated Aluminium Panels
. Glazed Interior Partition
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Rigid Insullation - 50mm
W6X25 Steel Beam (Secondary)

W10X12 Steel Beam (Primary)
55mm Screed Floor Finish
In-Floor Heating conduit
Composite Slab - 175mm

Slab Aluminium Skirting

20mm Dropped Ceilling Wood
Panels

. Ceiling Ties

10. Janssen VISS - Structural Glazing
Facade System with Mirror Finish
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o e \ 9. Foundation
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AT () 41 O Facade System
/ /,f" /J’/ . "\\ : Jf/ - _ n .
AN . A1 . A A structural mullions exoskeleton envelopes
LT AV ATUF . -
A A AT L7 S U AT the building supporting the glazed facade
: f’/r}’ N " f,rf' A | 1 P 1 .LJ | A
: P vdD 28V A0 dR%d’, : panels
L] L~ Pfr____f’“ J_,ﬁ;":: /_;‘/ ..f,--" _I_,;"f{ ] ’ ; :
L~ -‘??Tr; A f%":x-l. f);;‘f. 1 & ,/f:’//):/
[P}V A LA M L 1
WU A A A Mirrored Facade
Il | ox | A | 4 V&
e /‘,,{:x A )% dB% P 4 . X
’ L v,// 28 The convex mirror facade reduces the amount

of radiation absorbed by the building while
reflecting the solar rays in divergent manner,
reducing glare and solar gain to the outdoor
spaces and surrounding buildings.

P o o, e e, T

Floor Slabs

Uses a composite decking system with in-floor
heating.

Steel Skeleton

Most of the building’s structure is in steel
memebers, allowing the interiror spaces to be
laid ouut by partion walls, making the building
more flexible for future modifications. The
steel components are - as much as possible -
modulated to the same dimensions, in order to
facilitate the reocvery and reutilization of these
components in the eventual demolition of the
building.

Concrete Base and Cores

The ground floor walls are cast-in-place
concrete, being used as a solid base for the steel
skeleton above and as retention walls for the
landscape mounts surrounding the building

Exploded structure diagram
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