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Berkelpoort
built in late 1500s

Use value, Age value, His-
torical value and Art value.

Limited touristic facilities 
were assembled.
no more work is needed.

City wall section
built in late 1500s, broke into pieces in 1800

Age value and Use value.

need to reconstruct its relation with the main building 
and green space to activate use value.

Watch tower
built in late 1500s, upper part was runined 
in 1800s and restored in 1990s

Age value, Historical value and Use value.

Interior and exterior environment should 
be rearranged.

Chapel
built in 1863, extended in 
1911 but some decorations 
were removed after 1936.

Age value, Historical value, 
Use value and Art value.

Currently it is used as a lec-
ture hall which doesn’t make 
full utilization of its use value.

The simplified facade cannot 
express its initial art value, 
and the connection from the 
main building even ruined the 
art value.

After removing/weakening 
the connection space, the 
original facade and interior 
should be restored, then set a 
new programme for it.

Urban tissue
The location where St. Elisabeth complex was situated in is the 
boundary between Nieuwstadt downtown area and the fields, 
hence it has an important meaning on the urban texture, and 
also plays a role in the local medieval atmoshpere. 

On the surrounding of St. Elisabeth complex there are several 
historical relics, and they are mainly divided into two catego-
ries: the city defense system relic (city wall, berkelpoort, watch 
tower) and the religious site relic (the chapel). These two relics 
currently are connected by St. Elisabeth main building,  but not 
very well. 

My idea is to free the watch tower, in order to prioritise it as the 
center point in the lock. Then by adjusting the facade and vo-
lum, I would make the building fit into the local atmosphere.

Heritage Essentials

HARMONIOUS COEXISTENCE
Re-activation of St. Elisabeth community

north wing

south wing

exhibition hall

city wall parksquare
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Exhibition hall
history of local city defen-
se system
history of religious transi-
tion

Exhibition hall
(Secondary)

religious artworks
fresco
lecture hall

Entrance
Entrance

Kindergarten
(ground floor)

Nursing home
(second floor-fourth floor)

Nursing homeCity wall park

traditional red brick stucco

current structure extra structural component greenery atrium in sunny/rainny day

extra floor slab new roof structure

HARMONIOUS COEXISTENCE
Re-activation of St. Elisabeth community

Section A-A

Details 1-6

Section B-B

restaurant            atrium   reading room      health & care acitvity room atrium       office exhibi-

tion hall

Sink square arround the ancient watch tower

Exterior green platform on the roof of new entrance

Exterior restaurant and reading room space along the city wall

Interior greenery atrium
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Facade 1:50

Ground floor plan 1:50
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9Climate design

ground floor
interior

third floor
interior

Attic
interior

polywood t=20mm
rigid insulation encased in steel framework 
t=100mm
vapor-retarding membrane
cavity 100mm
215/102.5/57mm bricks in stretcher bond

plaster board t=15mm
batt insulation encased t=60mm
sandlime brick wall t=240mm
vapor-retarding membrane

metal support with cavity t=70mm
aluminum omega profile with cavity t=70mm

aluminum hanging panelaluminum hanging panel

corten steel facade cassettes
aluminum omega profile t=30mm
vapor-retarding membrane
batt insulation t=60mm
sandlime brick wall* t=240mm
batt insulation t=60mm
vapor-retarding membranevapor-retarding membrane
plaster board t=15mm

corten steel facade cassettes
aluminum omega profile
vapor-retarding membrane
batt insulation t=60mm
sandlime brick wall t=120mm
batt insulation t=80mm
vapor-retarding membranevapor-retarding membrane
aluminum omega profile
aluminum hanging panel

PVC plastic roof tile
chipboard with battens t=50mm
vapor-retarding membrane
rigid insulation encased in wooden 
framework t=300mm
vapor-retarding membrane
incombustible layer t=50mmincombustible layer t=50mm
polywood t=25mm

PVC plastic roof tile
chipboard with battens t=50mm
vapor-retarding membrane
rigid insulation encased in wooden 
framework t=300mm
vapor-retarding membrane
incombustible layer t=50mmincombustible layer t=50mm
polywood t=25mm

GMS channel
HEA200
corten steel facade cassettes
aluminum omega profile
vapor-retarding membrane
batt insulation t=60mm
sandlime brick wall t=120mmsandlime brick wall t=120mm
batt insulation t=80mm
vapor-retarding membrane
aluminum omega profile
aluminum hanging panel

St. Elisabeth complex | Yinan Yu | 4617568

Structure fragment

extra structural 
component

wooden roof 
structure

steel roof 
structure

extra floor slab
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