
The Urban Village
Co-living housing in the Binkhorst The Hague
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Binckhorst The Hague
THE LOCATION

''De Binckhorst: een gebied dat van grijze
gebouwen transformeert naar levendig groen!

Een gebied vol op in ontwikkeling waarbij
duurzaamheid voorop staat.''
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Where are the innovative green buildings?



THE PLOT
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PROBLEM STATEMENT

1. Loneliness

The built environment built for individualism



The 5 dangers The Binckhorst is facing

1. Loneliness
2. Lifeless architecture

High, boring boxes that lost all human scale PROBLEM STATEMENT



The 5 dangers The Binckhorst is facing

1. Loneliness
2. Lifeless architecture
3. Ecological danger

The use of active climate systems rather than
passive design and bio-inspired systems
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The 5 dangers The Binckhorst is facing

1. Loneliness
2. Lifeless architecture
3. Ecological danger
4. Water rising

Potential to 1,2m rising by 2100 (KNMI)

PROBLEM STATEMENT



The 5 dangers The Binckhorst is facing

1. Loneliness
2. Lifeless architecture
3. Ecological danger
4. Water rising
5. Housing need

In 2025 there are 434.000 house seakers

PROBLEM STATEMENT
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Shared spaces in the plinth
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 THE CONCEPT
subdivided to create scenic route 
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covered in green hill
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 THE CONCEPT
 5 towers expended from the hill



air bridges connecting the towers
 THE CONCEPT



Scenic route through all levels
 THE CONCEPT



CONCEPT SECTION
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Different housing typologies
TYPOLOGY



Urban living + park + shared living
TYPOLOGY



Hybrid park urban living
TYPOLOGY

Living

Communal



Who owns the building?
TYPOLOGY

Living

Communal

Community owned

Municipality



DESIGN PRINCIPLES
based on research



RETHINKING HVAC SYSTEMS:
The possibilities of passive and bio-inspired techniques in residential buildings

RESEARCH





PASSIVE FORM STUDIE



PASSIVE ORIENTATION
& FENESTRATION 



PASSIVE COOLINIG
WITH THERMAL MASS
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CONSTRUCTION
concept by Junya Ishigami
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https://www.metalocus.es/en/author/ishigami
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FUNCTIONS
The hill
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tower standard floorplan

38m2 studios
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modulair adaptable

floorplan in detail
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CLIMATE SYSTEM



SOLAR CHIMNEY
passive cooling



IN DETAIL



Water rising danger



PLINTH AS WATER BUFFER
shortterm solution
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PLINTH AS WATER BUFFER
longterm solution



THE URBAN VILLAGE
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1. Loneliness
2. Lifeless architecture
3. Ecological danger
4. Water rising
5. Housing need



Thank you!


