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THE DYNAMIC RESPONSE OF A DOUBLE ARTICULATED

OFFSHORE LOADING STRUCTURE TO NON-COLLINEAR WAVES AND CURRENT

R.K. Jain
C.L. Kirk

Offshore Engineering Group
Cranfield Institute of Technology,
Cranfield, Bedford, England.

The dynamic response of a double articulated structure to
non-collinear Airey waves and a steady current is studied for
various waves and varying current directions. The governing
equations of motion are derived by Lagrange's method where wave
and current forces are computed by a modified form of Morison’s
equation which takes account of relative motion of water particles
with respect to the oscillating structure. The resulting equations
are highly non-linear and are solved numerically by using a block
integration method. The computed results predict complex whirling
oscillations of the structure to non-collinear waves and current.




Introduction

With increasing offshore activity and its extension to
deeper and rougher waters, such as encountered in the North Sea,
there is a growing need of cost effective, reliable, Tight weight
and easy to install offshore structures for initial development,
subsequent production and loading purposes. An increasing use of
mobile systems for storage and loading of o0il into attendant
tankers is to be expected in coming years. This is particularly
true for o0il fields that have a limited production capability or
are too remote from the refining or terminal points to warrant the
laying of a pipeline. Mobile loading structures are also used as
an interim measure during pipeline laying for large fields and, in
case of pipeline failure, as a back-up system. Typical mobile
loading and storage systems are: single articulated tower, double
articulated tower or single point mooring system (S.P.M.), tension
leg buoy, etc. In spite of their importance, relatively little
research work has been reported, particularly for articulated systems.
The present authors[1lhave investigated the dynamic response of a
single articulated tower to waves and current. Dyer[Z] studied the
response of a double articulated loading structure to waves only.

This paper is concerned with the development of a
mathematical model of a two-pin articulated offshore loading structure
subjected to non-collinear ocean waves and a steady current. The
structure is composed of two parts. The lower part or the riser is
a long, narrow cylinder attached to the sea bed through a universal
joint. The upper part consists of a buoyant cylinder or buoy attached
to the riser through another universal joint. The buoy has a main
flotation chamber of comparatively large diameter with a small diameter
cylinder at the top. On top of the buoy lies a deck and other
attachments. The resultant buoyancy force of the system can be
changed by varying the ballast loads in the riser and the buoy.




The structure is designed so that the upper flotation chamber
remains submerged. The advantage of this type of structure, apart from
light weight, lies in the fact that the universal joints permit the S.P.M.
to move with the water particles rather than resist their motion. The
system has four degrees of freedom and its equations of motion have been
derived by Lagrange's method where the wave and current forces are
evaluated by using a modified form of Morison's equation to take
account of relative motion of fluid particles with respect to the
structure. The resulting equations are highly non-linear and analytical
solutions are not possible. Therefore, numerical solutions based on
a block integration technique [ 4l are carried out for various cases of
waves and current. An equivalent set of linear equations is also
unobtainable for the general case, so that random analysis of the
problem by spectral methods is not feasible.

Double articulated structures are designed to allow maximum
rotations of 17° and 37° from the vertical of the riser and buoy
sections respectively. This is the case under extreme conditions due
to the combined action of wind, waves and current forces. It is
found that the structure investigated in this paper appears to be
quite stable under the extreme case of 100 year design wave which
has a period of 17 sec. and height of 30 metres. For non-collinear
waves and current, a complex whirling motion is predicted.

In the present investigation, the tanker is not attached to
the S.P.M. The tanker will alter the response but this will depend
on the size and manner in which it is moored to the S.P.M. The
present analysis, however, gives very useful information about the
estimated deflections of the structure, under severe environmental
forces, which is necessary to determine the survival conditions.

In moderate sea states, it gives the estimated motion of the system
relative to an approaching tanker for mooring purposes.

Description of Problem
A schematic of the double articulated offshore loading structure

or a single point mooring system (SPM) is shown in Figure 1. It
consists of a riser of uniform diameter D, , Tength 2, and a universal
joint at the bottom end 0, which is fixed to a rigid block at the sea
bed. The upper part of the structure consists of a buoyant cylinder
or buoy attached to the riser through a second universal joint at 0,.



e B

The buoy has a main chamber of diameter D, > D,and length £,.

The upper part of the buoy is also a cylinder of diameter D; < D, and
length 23. On top of this part lies a deck and other attachments.
The total buoyancy force can be changed by varying the ballast loads
in the lower and upper parts of the structure which is designed so
that the main flotation chamber remains below the S.W.L. The
universal joints at 0, and 0, allow the S.P.M. to move with the water
particle motion rather than to resist it.

The instantaneous position of the structure during motion is
depicted in Figure 2, where the fixed orthogonal reference axes X,
Y and Z are so chosen that XZ plane is parallel to the sea bed with
origin at 0,. Another set of orthogonal coordinates x, y and z is
chosen parallel to X, Y and Z system with a moving origin at 0,.
The instantaneous position of the structure is completely determined
by four angles 6,, 05, ¥;, P,. As shown in Figure 2, 6, and y,
determine the position of the riser whereas 0, and Y, determine the
position of upper part of the structure. The angle 6; is the
meridianal angle which the axis 0,0, makes with Y-axis and y; is the
circumferential angle between the planes Y0,0, and Y0;Z. The angles
0,,0, are similarly defined for the upper part with reference to the
coordinate system x, Y, Z.

The system is subjected to the simultaneous action of linear
waves propagating in the X-direction and a steady current of velocity
V(Y) which may vary with water depth and whose direction makes an
angle o with the X-axis. In the absence of waves, the system acquires
a static equilibrium position due to current drag force described by
angular coordinates (0 g»~-a) and (6 » %--q).Under the combined
action of waves and current, the structure will perform oscillatory
motion either in or out of the XZ-plane depending on whether the waves
and current are collinear or non-collinear.

Static Equilibrium due to Current

In the present investigation the current is assumed to be steady
and its velocity to vary with the water depth in a linear manner. The
current vector V(Y) makes an angle o with the X-axis and has its
magnitude given by the expression

V(Y) = V (V + B8Y/d), (1)



where VC is a constant and gives the current speed at the still water
level (SWL), and

Vco - Vo/vc’

_ B o= 1-Ve
V0 is the current speed at the sea bed; d is the water depth from SWL.

Under the action of current, the structure is displaced to a

static equilibrium position determined by two pairs of angular coordinates

(610,-% - a) and (6y » %-- a). The meridienal angles 6;y and 6y are
given by the following two equations of equilibrium

- Evl(l)hg(l)mmhm/z-mf(l)zl/2+Mp(z1+h2/2)+(M(?)+M(3)-Mf(2)—Mf(3)+MT)(z,+h2)] gsinduo

2C £ h 2 PORE
Dy 2y @, . 2y @y ! (g1 °3 ]
— VC [Mf YIDT i (]+—El—) Mf YTD; I Mf Yam- -E': C0SH g
(2a)
and

-[M(z)hg(2)+M(3)(22+hg(3))+MT(22+9,3)-Mf(2) 9,2/2-Mf(3)(£2+25/2)] g5in6

2¢ 2 py”
_?g ch [Mf(aY“ﬁé +Mf(9Y5 };TE]COSOZO (2b)

To obtain equations (2), the drag forces in the vertical position of
the structure have been considered.

In equations (2a) and (2b) M(i), i=1,2,3, are the structural
masses of the risgr, the buoy and the top cylindrical portion,
respectively; Mf(1), i.= 1,2,3 are the masses of fluid displaced by
these three parts; hg(1), i=1,2,3 are the respective centres of
gravity; Mp is the mass of the pin at 0, and the disc above it; MT is
deck and swivel mass at the top; MBR is mass of ballast in the riser
and hBl is the height to which the ballast fills it; h; is height of
pin 0, from the sea bed and h, is height of pin at 0; ; 2y s the
submerged depth of top cylinder ; C, is coefficient of drag and

D

Yi1sY2s ...s Ys are given by the following expressions:
Y1 = VCJZ/Z + 2V B/3+ B2/4

Y o= (VCO +£2) + (VCO + B)E 9.2/8, +R%/3 227212’



v = Do + B +02/20) 30 4 (Vo + B +22/21) 1B 22/

+ B3 2507,
Yo = (Vo + BYY/2 + 2/3(V  + B)B Lo/% +B/4 2,/0°
s = AV B+ 22/00)17/2 + 2/3(V  + B(1 + £2/21)1885/%,

i E?S(,.';Q/Q,lz ]

n

where B BL:/d .

The right hand side terms in equations (2a), (2b) represent the
moments of fluid drag acting on the structure. The riser and buoy are
assumed to be of uniform diameters and constant thickness so that the
centres of gravity lie at the geometrical centres, i.e.

hg(i) = /2, 151,23

Furthermore, for current speeds of practical interest Vc is found to
be between 2 to 5 knots for the northern North Sea. For these
current speeds the static displacements 6, ,8, will be small so that
equations (2a) and (2b) yield simple expressiond for these angles on
substituting
sinﬁio = 910, cos()i0 I PR = ] 0

Ihe Dynamic Analysis_of Response

The equations of motion of the structure subjected to non-collinear
waves and current are derived by the method of Lagrange. It is assumed
that the structure oscillates as a rigid body which is justified because
the rigid body displacements are much bigger than the elastic deformations
of the structure. As such the wave forces are not significantly affected
by the elastic vibrations of the structure. Any coupling between the
rigid and elastic modes will result in added complexities in the already
complex system. However, the bending moments and shear forces can be
determined from the knowledge of rigid structural response where a
static analysis can be performed by considering the wave forces at any




instant. This procedure should yield all the information needed in
design.

To derive the equations, the kinetic energy and potential _
energy are first calculated followed by computation of wave forces.

Kinetic Energy of the Structure

As mentioned in the previous section, the instantaneous position
of the structure is completely determined by two pairs of angular

coordinates (61, V1), and (6,, ¥,). The position vector of any point
distance r; from 0, on the riser is

) = nfe 0,0, ¢ 0] ()

X y z

where Cx(o, Cy(ﬂ, Cz(o are direction cosines of the axis 0,0,;

CX(D = sind;siny; ,
Cy(ﬂ = cosO, , (5)
CZ(O = sinB,cosy;

Similarly, the position vector of any point on the upper part of the
structure is

ﬁK»(rz) ; -r(ﬂ(k) + hy) + r7[c (2 cy(ﬂ, cz(ﬁ])(6)

where r, is the distance from 0,; CX(Q, Cy(», CZ(» are direction
cosines of the axis 0,05:

X

Cx(ﬁ = sinf,siny, ,
Cy(ﬂ = €088, , (7)
Cz(ﬂ = sinB,cosyP, .
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The kinetic energy of the structure is then given as

2y th
T = %[} mli(ﬂ(rl).ﬁ(ﬂ(rl)dr1+J mBQt(ﬂ(rl).ﬁ(o(rl)dr1+Mpf(ﬂ(21+ﬁ%).ﬁ(ﬂ(£1+2§)

o] 0

22 . . L2 .
+ J mzﬁ(a(rz)xr(a(rz)dr2+ I m3r(9(r2}ﬁ(a(r2)dr2
(0] 212 . -
. MTj(Q)(Lz).jw(Lzﬂ , (8)
where L, = f,+233; m;, my, m3 and Mg, are mass densities of the riser,

the buoy, the cylinder C; and of ballast per unit length, respectively.
The dots denote differentiation with respect to time.

On substituting from equations (6) and (7) into equation (8),
and after integration, we get

T = ’]z[ll(él? +51n%0,101%) + 1,(0,7 + sin®6a9,% )

i Zla(kléléz + k?¢1¢2 + k31, + kué2¢2ﬂ ; (9)
where %, hBR %, L, i
I, = J mir,2dr; + J mBerzdrl + [ mydr, + [ madry + Mp{(21+h2)
0] 0 ' (0] 9,2
ham2
LN S
L2 . 2 ,
1, = [ myr,“dr, + J myr,’dr, + ML2", (10)
(0] 2,
L2 L,
I, = I myrpdr, + I myr,dr, + MTLZ (Q,]+h2).
(6] 22

As mentioned earlier, the cylinders have uniformly distributed mass,
which gives

h2 h
1 B& 2 2
1 [j(M(‘)-kMBQW)+(M(2)+M(3)+MT)(1+h2/9,,)2+Mp(1+2i1) ] Ly,
n R,2 L,2 L, 8, %, L2
1 a2 (¥, ° i 2 2 (17)
1 fadka, (22, % i El) 2
13 = [42-{M -——‘*’9(1 M (~9’1- 1 TQ'T)} + MT E:} 2, 21 )
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and
ky = co0s0,cos6,cos(P1-Y,) + sinO,sinb, ,
k, = Sinelsineg(:OS(wl'lPZ) ’
(12)
ks = ¢0s6;5in0,5in(V;-y,) »
ky = =-sinB,cosb,sin(y,-y;) .

The Potential Energy of the Structure

The displacement of the structure will cause the weight and
buoyancy forces to do work due to rotations 6, and 6,. The change
in potential energy of the riser is found to be

v, == mbdn Wy

g tMpohgo/ M (ﬂhB(ﬂ}(l-cosel)g.

2+ Mp(21+h2/2)- £

The change in potential energy of the buoy and the deck mass is found
to be

VU T {M(?),,_M(S).'.MT-Mf(Z)-Mf(:’) HLq1+h,)(1-cos6,)g

_{M(Z) hg (’0+M(“)h (3)+M L,-M

(
9 T f
The total potential energy of the structure is thus

2)52,2/2-M1,(3)(51,2+!Lg/2)}(1-cosez)g,

v = -M 9 (1-cose,)g-M, @ (1-cose. ), (13)
where
M0 = W e r2-m ¢Dngllam (214n,/2)
+(a0+h,) QD am@ iy w @y @y (14a)
M@ = wln @O Qar,-w @ 2 om0 (e,ee1/2). (100

Equations of Motion

The equations of motion of the structure can now be obtained by
applying Lagrange's equation

H‘f'a?r] (V 2 Mq“), a = 0,9, 1=1,2

The four equations thus obtained are



I]él+13

=g

(ky05+ks2)+13K1=1151n8,c050, 3, 2-M, Wgsing, = Me(ﬁ, (15a)

182+15(ky81+kuby ) +15Ka-To51n0,c05020,2-M, Pgsing, = M@, (15b)
I1Sinze]¢1+13(k2m2+kuéz)+l3K3+211$inelcoselé1wl = Mw(ﬂ, (]SC)
1,81n20,9,+15 (kb1 +ks0, )+ 15Ky +21,51n0,C086,8,0, = Mw(ﬂ, (15d)
where
Ky = -c0s8,5in08,cos(y;-v,)(62%+9,2)+ sine,cos6,6,2
+ 2€056,C050,5in(Yy=P;) 0100, (16a)
Ky = -sinB,cos6,c0s(W;-W;)(6:%+),?)+c0os8,5in6,8,° (16b)
= 251HSICOSOZSin(wl‘wz)é1¢1 ’
Ki = sin@ising,sin(w,-v,)(8,24+1,2)+25in0;c086,¢08 (P1-¥2)0a02,
(16¢)
K, = -sine,sinozsin(wl-w?)(q3¢12)+2coselsinezcos(w,-wz)é,&I,
(16d)
and Me(o, Me(ﬂ, M () and M O are the moments of fluid forces on the
system. The moments Me(o and Me(a are moments about 0,X' and 0,x',

respectively; Mw(ﬂ and M (2 are the moments about 0,Y and 0,y

v

respectively. These moments are derived in the following sections.

Wave Forc

es and their Moments

Th

e wave forces on the structure are derived by applying Morison's

equation[S]modified to incorporate the relative velocities and
accelerations of fluid particles with respect to the structural members.
The diameters of the component cylinders are small compared to wave

lengths o
be neglec

As
particles

¢(

where H
number, w

f practical interest thus the non-linear drag forces cannot
ted in the Morison's equation.

suming a potential flow, the velocity components of fluid
can be derived from the potential function

XYyt) = 3§ Coshk{ltn1) sink(x-ct)+x} (17)

is wave height; w , k, ¢ and x denote wave freguency, wave
ave velocity and wave phase, respectively; d is the water

depth from the mean water level. The wave number, wave frequency

and wave
by the fo

velocity are related to the wave length L and wave period T
1lowing relations




.
k = 2n/L ,
w = 2n/T
c = § tann(&Y) ,
_ g, 2nL 2nd
where T = (—g_)/tanh (T') .

Drag Forces

The water particle velocity vector is obtained from the potential
function, equation (17). It is

. 1f
E(X,Y,t) = [uxqu‘so] ’ (]8)
where
_ 7H cosh k{f{+h, 3
Uy = «r-—gTﬁﬁIgay—l cos{k(X-ct) + ¥
_ nH sinh KY+h,) _. B _
Uy = v = sin{k(X-ct) + xL
The current direction makes an angle o with the X-axis, so
that
B T
Wiv [Vx’ 0, VZ] ;
where V (Y) = |V| cosa,
Vz(Y) = |V| sina .

It is assumed that the fluid velocity vectors due to waves and current
can be added, in which case the resultant particle velocity is given
by

-

gr(X,Y,t) = [ux+Vx, u,, V_]

b Z

Since the forces on the structure are caused mainly by the fluid
motion normal to its cylindrical components, the components of resultant
fluid velocity Vector normal to the riser and the buoy parts are
evaluated. These are given respectively as

u v, A(l)yr(X,Y,t), (19a)

and  u @E,5,t) = Al (%.5.1). (19b)
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T

= Tl =
where (X, Y) = ri[c (), Cy(oj ,
% 5) = () B, ¢ P14k @, ¢ BT,
and A(i) , 1 =1,2 are symmetric matrices of order 3 whose elements
are
a1 e
ad? = e (e (D
i) = ¢ (e ()
A?Q(i) = 1~ {Cy(-)}z >
. . ;
A23(T) = _Cy(1) Cz( ),
A33(1) = ] ! {CZ(1)}2,

where direction cosines Cx(i), Cy(i), Cz(i) are given in equations (5)
and (7).

The velocities of the elements of the structure distance ry
from O and r; from O, are obtained from equations (4) and (6).

These are )
Wiry = @, v, 0, v, 047 :
Y»(?)( ) = Vl(l)(9'1+h2) + ry [VI(Z)’ V2(2)9 V3(2)] 9
where
£y : g - .
Vl_ = C056151nwiei + 51"Oicos¢iwi .
(1) - _e; ;
v, = s1n61 61 >
(i) _ f s . .
V, = coseicoswiei s1n6is1nwiwi -

Thus the relative normal velocities of the fluid particles
are found to be
YR(I)(X’ Y, t)

u x, vty - Oy, (20a)

Dz, 5, t) = u @, 7, t) - v@(r,), 0<re L (20b)
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The non-linear drag forces per unit length of the structure
are, respectively

~D %CD DlyR(l) IYR(])l ; (21a)
fD(Z)(V‘z) = %CD D?_yR("‘) IyR(?)I » 0<ro< 2, (21b)
wa(“) = 5 ¢ D3.YR(2) |YR(2)| > L2<rz2 L2 (21c)

where p is mass density of water; CD is the drag coefficient.

Forces due to Fluid Inertia

The acceleration of the fluid particles is given by the vector

WX, Y, t) = [ay, @y, 017,

where .
. 2m°H sh{k(Y+h . .
uy(X,Y,t) = ~~¥r“ 'ggﬁh{ +»-‘v)}sm[k(x-ct) +x},
. _ =2u°H sinh{k(Y+h;)} .
uy(X,Y,t) = TT —sTnh(kd) cos{k(X-ct) + x}.

The components of fluid acceleration normal to the structural
members are computed in the manner of equations (19). Thus the normal
components of fluid inertia force per unit length of the structure along
the  three parts are given as

Dy oo DU a0
-EI (ry) oT 7 Cm AVYVu (22a)
( LY
FI (Y‘z) = pm T Cm A H s 0 _( r2£ 9«2 (22b)
D2
FOr) =omgec ARy L e ey (22c)

where Cm is the coefficient of fluid inertia.

Forces due to Fluid Added Mass

The acceleration vectors of the elements of the structure whose
distances from 0, and 0, are r, and r,, respectively, are

S(l)(rl) = Y‘1[a1(‘), az(l)’ 33(1)]1,
and 2(?)(r7) - \a,(l)(ﬂﬁh?) L [31(7)9 37(7)’ 31(7)]T

2
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where
(.'l) B B ) 2 . 2 . ) . o e :
a, (6i + s )5‘"9151”w1 + 261¢1C0591C05w1 + 6,c0s6; siny,
+ y;sinB.cosy,,
(1) »° 5.2 .
a2 Oi cosei Oisani :
(1') _ = . 2 . 2 a _ L] 0] = . ..
as = (ei s )s1noicoswi Zeiwicosois1nwi + 0,c0s0,cosY¥;

- ¥.sino.sinYy..
: nO1 nW1

The normal forces per unit length of the structure due to fluid
added mass are given as

Fa(r) = -on e+ a0(ry, (23a)
Fr) = con R2'e v aldiry)  0cmcn,  (23)
fA(ﬂ(rz) = "F”‘%* Cm* 3&)(r?)’ f2 < ra<ls , (23c)

where Cm* is the added mass coefficient.

Substituting into the Morison's equation,

Fo= F

L +F. - F

D I <A

from equations (21)-(23), the total normal forces per unit length of
the structural members are obtained as

1= 1,2,3 (24)

Moments of Wave Forces

The moments of wave forces, equation (24), about 0,X' and 0,x'

are given as

g 9., Lo+8s'

M0 - (O"rlwl(‘)dn + (9,]+h,)UO W, Qdr, + L? i Far, |,
(25a)
and
2, Lo+2s'
Me(z) . f roW, @ dr, +f roW,dr, | (25b)
0 95




i

(i) = (i) . (..i) .i .
W = Fox cosossing, + F 17 cos0 cosys - Fny( )S1nej ,

and an(1) s Fny(1)’ Fnz(1) are the components of Fn(i) in X, Y

and Z direction respectively.

The moments about 0,Y and O,y are found to be

% 2 Lo+R '

w0 - [ vy Ve, + (2,4hy) [[ o [ " v, @ar, ] (25¢)
0 0 L2 ’
[ Lo+ 4

m @ J “roVa@dr, + J B, (25d)

w (0] 22

where
(i) _ (1) s B (e .
Vj an s1nejcoswj FnZ sm(;jsmwj :

Final Form of Equations of Motion

The inertial forces due to added mass FA(1) can be divided into
two parts - one which is dependent on structural acce]erat1om;61,62,w,and
wz, and the second part which is a function of structural velocities.
Substituting from equations (25) into equations (15) and transposing the
terms containing second order derivatives to the left hand side, the
final equations of motion are then obtained in the form
AMpr" + Ap 02" + Ap " Fr(1:01,02,501,925681%029,'51,") ,(26a)
fz(T,Qanzawl,W2s913923¢13W27a(26b)
fa(T’el,929w1’w2’623823w13w2?,(26c)

fb(TselsestI’WZ’613923w13WZ3’(26d)

1]

A 61"+ Axn 0" + Ay

Ay 65"+ Ass )" + Az ¥y"

} A 60"+ Ag Uy" + Ay 2"

1}

in which t= t/T is the non-dimensional time parameter and dashes denote
derivatives with respect to 1;

Ah = T, + C * by o,

Ay = ( * byg)ky s
Aw = ( b1z ks,
A, = “1+c*b,, .

Ay = (I3+ C m ¥ bij)ky,
A, = (I+ C.* bu)sin?oy
Ayy = (_I-a"' Cm* bikz »

Auy = (D4 C.* b,)sin?6, ;



Ml :
T W. T.X + L.si 2,0t gl .
oo = - I3K; + I,sin6,cos6,¢}) + sinf;,
fi(t ) m}“e 3Ky 1 1 1V mh %
, Mt(z) ”
T' (2) o T . 12 g .
fa(Ty... = m? - 13K, + I,8in6,c0s6 + £— sing,,
(T ) mlz 0 3Kz 2 2 2Y2 W %
i 7

nl) - 1,K; - 21,5in8,c056,08%¢,' ,

_,,
% )
bl
g
—
1}

334'

= |

2

N

2 .
f,‘('l, s e ) = ”‘-‘r’l’)’ m (2)' IaKl," 21751."07(:050705_(1}; ’
Mg 2V

6] G V] _
but without 6," ,6,", ¥,"and ¢," terms; K,, K,, K; and K, are the same

as given in equations (16) but real time derivatives are replaced by
non-dimensional time derivatives.

where m (ﬂ, m (9, m o) and mw(a are the same as given in equations (25)

The initial conditions of the problem are
01(0)= 810, 0,(0)= 8y, 01(0)= 0, 83(0) = 0,

and
i

i1(0) = % = oy Ws(0)= 3 - &, Yi(0F O, ¥3(0) = 0.

Equations (26) are coupled, highly nomlinear equations with time
dependent coefficients and as such a closed form solution is not possible.
Furthermore, these equations cannot be linearised in either least square
sense or otherwise due to presence of angles iy, and y,. Thus random
analysis by spectral methods is not possible. Again due to the complex
form of these equations, analytical investigation into stability of the
system is not feasible. In fact singularities will occur in the solution
when either 6, or 6,1is of the order of zero.This is due to the form of
coefficients As;and Ay, .
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Results and Discussion

As was pointed out in the previous section, the analytical solution
of equations (26) is not possible due to their non-linear nature. If the
forces due to current were to be ignored, the system would reduce to
one of two degrees of freedom which can then be linearised if a further
assumption of small displacements is made. A spectral approach would then
enable the random response of the structure to be obtained which is the
object of a separate study by the authors. In the present case, however,
numerical solutions of the system are obtained by a 4th order block
integration method using two block points [4]. By this method, displacements
and velocities at two points t, = t, +'At and t, = to + 2At, where At
is the time step, are simultaneously computed if initial conditions in
terms of displacements and velocities are prescribed at t = t, . The
accelerations at t, are also obtained as a bi-product. The local
truncation errors at t, are of the order of (At)® and at t, they are of the
order of (At)" . However, the lower local accuracy at t, does not affect
subsequent computations since only values at t, are required for the
next set of block points. Most results given in this paper were computed
with (At/T) = 0.02 and 0.01. The system is quite stable but singularities -
can occur if either 6, or 6, tend to zero. This happens in the general
case only due to the form of the coefficients as pointed out in the last
section.

If the current direction is not orthogonal to the direction of wave
propagation, the wave length is modified due to the increase or decrease
in wave velocity since the wave period remains constant. The modified wave
length L' is given by

L 1

]

L(T + Vx/c) 3

L 'x/ ql tanh(kd)}'

A maximum of 4.5 per cent change in wave length occurred in the

or

—
i

present study.
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The natural undamped frequencies of the S.P.M. are obtained from
equations (15 a,b) by assuming lTinear undamped motions with small
displacements in XY-plane. Ignoring non-linear terms and writing

b1=v2=p » b =%, = 0, sine, = 0., cos6; = 1, fori=1,2

and k; = 1, the following equations of free oscillations are obtained.

Cnél + Cr 62 = CIS%lel = 0,

c12él + Cp by - Cza%]ez = 0,
where

cn = I + Cp b1 s

Ciz = I3 + ﬂ;bw,

Cre = Mt(D/Mf(ﬂQl’

Cn = T2+ C*b2

S Mt(ﬂ/Mf(ﬂgl_

The two natural sway frequencies are given by

,211’2 " ?%: {(CIB s % Cmlyy ) = U%} fc’ - cucz) s
where

5 2 2
U = (ci3C»n = CxacCn)® + 4cjzcphcyy’ .

The structural data used in the computations isrepresentative of
a typical double articulated structure designed for use in water depths
of around 160 metres. The data is as follows;

DI/Q/) DJ/Q,I = 0-025; D-//Q,, = 0.04;
22/21 0.4 H 23/21 = 0.2', d/y,] = ].60;
hBl/Ql = 0.4 3 hy/2, = 0.065 h,/%, = 0.02;

/w0 < 03080 5 @m0 < 01169 5 MO/mO) < 00609,

MBR/Mf(O = 0:36 MT/Mf(ﬂ 0.0012 ; Mp/Mf(ﬂ 0.038.




= o

The following values of current and wave data were used

c

D.6y 1.8 3 & = 2.0 3

* - ~
D . (0] Cm 1.8

v

C

il

2 b . . '
v .*/219]° = 0.035 ; V = 0.0;

L/2, = 4.0, 1.0 ; H/2, = 0.3, 0.1

The length of the riser of a typical S.P.M. is about 100 metres.
For 2, = 100 metres, the above data represents a structure for which the
diameters of the riser, the buoyant chamber and the top cylinder are
2.5m, 4.0 m and 2.5 m, respectively. The corresponding water depth is
160 metres. For this structure, the natural sway frequencies, from
equation (27), are found to be 0.229 and 0.703 rad/sec with time periods of
27.45 and 8.94 sec. respectively. The combination L/%, = 4.0 and
H/%, = 0.3 represents a wave of period 16 sec and height of 30 metres.
This case henceforth will be referred to as the 'design wave' case.

The response histories were computed for trains of three waves.
The wave and current forces were computed at the displaced position of the
structure in all cases. For comparison, however, response histories in
some cases were also computed with wave forces evaluated at the undisplaced
position. These are shown by broken Tines in Figures 3-8.

The results in Figures 3-8 illustrate the effects of varying values
of CD and the wave parameters. The superimposition of current on waves
modifies the response characteristics. It is observed that it is not
merely the superimposition of a static response due to current on the
oscillatory response due to waves. The modification of wave length due
to current changes the wave forces on the structure also. The superimposition
of current is expected to modify values of CD which will also change with
the varying direction of the current. But no data is at present available
which could be used. Therefore the values of CD were not changed in the
computations. In fact for a greater accuracy, values of CD which depend
on water depth, wave frequency, Keulegn-Carpenter number and surface
roughness should be used [5], but information in respect of structures
subjected to real ocean waves is not readily available. After all the sea
is highly random in its behaviour so the effort at obtaining more precise
values in a deterministic case may not be worth the time involved in such
a work.
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Figures 3-5, describe the response of structure to collinear
waves and current. The sway response X/%, of the point 0, are plotted
in Figures 3a-5a, whereas displacements X/¢, of the top from the Y-axis are
plotted in Figures 3b-5b. In these diagrams, the broken lines depict the
response histories when the wave and current forces on the structure are
calculated in the undisturbed position. The solid lines depict the
response obtained for the cases where the forces are computed in the
instantaneous position of the structure. The response histories
corresponding to non-collinear waves and current are plotted in Figures
6-8.

Referring to the response curves, it is observed that the structure
oscillates almost at the wave frequency but with a small phase lag. The
effect of the non-collinear current is to perturb the sway motion in the
direction of current which results in the three dimensional complex
whirling oscillations of the structure as shown in Figures 6-8. As
expected the non-collinear current flow causes a reduction in the maximum
swaying displacement which is a minimum for orthogonal waves and current.
In the present investigation, maximum sway angles 6, = 14° and 8, = 18°
were obtained for the case of collinear waves and current both moving in
the same direction. |

Since the natural sway periods of the S.P.M. are 27.45 and 8.94
seconds respectively, it can be seen that in a fully developed sea state
the response can occur in both modes as the wave spectrum will contain
significant energy at these pekiods.
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