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1 INTRODUCTION
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‘‘Did you hear what happened there?’’

‘‘You know what 
almost happened the 

other night?’’

Spatial  layout
- Use of space

Social mix
- Social cohesion, feeling of 
collectiveness
 

PERCEPTION OF SAFETY



7
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Century 

(1850-1920)
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(1920–1940)

3. Modernism, Reconstruction 
& Functional Zoning 

(1940–1960)

4. Modernism, High-Rise & Car-
Dominated Expansion 

(1960–1975)
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* Note this graph is based on the author’s understanding of the safety and perceived 
safety of the periods and not on scientific data

5. Anti-Modernist Renewal / 
Bloemkoolwijken 

(1975–1990)

6. VINEX & New Town 
Urbanism 

(1990–2010) 

7. Compact Urbanism & Climate 
Resilience

(2010–Now)
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OMMOORD, ROTTERDAMOMMOORD, ROTTERDAMOMMOORD, ROTTERDAM
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The aim: 
Explore how the modernist 

neighbourhood Ommoord can be 
redesigned to enhance perceived 

safety for women, while also 
providing high-quality, inclusive 

public green spaces.



2 MANIFESTO
SAFETY
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WOMEN

(Karsten, 2003; Centraal Bureau voor de 
Statistiek, 2026).  

Young women feel unsafe  

2× more often than young 

men.

Girls make up only 

1/3 of playground 

users
Public space is not gender-neutral: women’s needs are underrepresented
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DESIGN PRINCIPLES FOR SAFETY

Eyes on the 
street

Legibility, sense 
of place

Well-
maintained, 
clear vision

Spaces for 
contact

Gender 
mainstreaming

Soft legible 
transitions 

private-public

Balanced mix 
housing, functions 

and people

Difference in day-
night routing
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Safe routing day-
night

Intuitive route Eyes on the streetClear view

Scenic

Comfort Inclusive

Intuitive route
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Safe routing day-
night

Intuitive route Eyes on the streetClear view

1. Travelling from A to B

2. Safe local route

3. Optional routing

4. Staying in one place

5. Socialising

Eyes on the street

DESIGN FRAMEWORK
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I want well-lit, 
easy-to-navigate 

routes without 
dark spots.

I want to reach 
my destination 

safely.
I want to exercise 

whenever I feel 
like it.

I want to walk 
my dog without 

worrying about my 
safety

We want to play 
areas close to home 
so we can go alone

We want places 
we can be 

together without 
feeling unsafe or 

unwelcome

DAY NIGHT

12



2 MANIFESTO
GREEN SPACES



17
Permeable soil
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Song thrush Hedgehog Wild Bee Common Toad

BIODIVERSITY

Food provision 
(Voedsel)

Safety 
(Veiligheid)

Habitat 
(Verblijf)

Connectivity 
(Verbinding)

4V
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DESIGN PRINCIPLES FOR GREEN SPACES

No disturbanceEcological 
statisfication

Good 
connectivity

Foraging plant 
species

Low maintenance Climate 
resilience

Difference in 
day-night use
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DAY NIGHT

SUMMER WINTER

Herbaceous layer

Trees

No light pollution

No disturbance

Shelter spaces

Shelter

Dead wood

Food provision in winter

Rich aquatic life



4 ANALYSIS
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Buildings
Water
Parks
Train
High way

0             1               2             3 km

OMMOORD IN ROTTERDAM
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HERITAGE
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GREEN SPACES
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ROUTING
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UNSAFE ROUTING



27

CENTRES
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RESIDENTIAL AREA GREEN AXES REGIONAL GREENTHROUGH GREEN
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ALONG THE METRO ALONG PARKING SPACES CLOSED FACADESTHE MIDDLE CENTRE
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LIVABILITY

11%

6%

23% 22%

38%

NL: 15%

NL: 12%
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NL: 21%
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Ommoord (inner rectangle)
The Netherlands

Very insufficient
Quite insufficient
Insufficient

Weak
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Good

0 250 500 m

(Leefbarometer, n.d.). (Nederland in Cijfers En Grafieken | AlleCijfers.nl, 2026; PDOK, n.d.)
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PRINCIPLES

Eyes on the street

Legibility, sense of 
place

Well-maintained, 
clear vision

Gender
Mainstreaming

Soft transitions 
private-public

Good mix housing, 
functions and 

people

Allocated spaces 
for contact

Difference in day-
night routing

No disturbance

Low maintenance

Good connectivity Foraging plant 
species

Climate resilience

Difference in day-
night use

Ecological 
statisfication

Safety & Inclusivity Ecology & Climate resilience
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TRADE OFFS

Eyes on the street

Legibility, sense of 
place

Well-maintained, 
clear vision

Gender
Mainstreaming

Soft transitions 
private-public

Good mix housing, 
functions and 

people

Allocated spaces 
for contact

Difference in day-
night routing

No disturbance

Low maintenance

Good connectivity Foraging plant 
species

Climate resilience

Difference in day-
night use

Ecological 
statisfication

Safety & Inclusivity Ecology & Climate resilience



QUICKLY FROM A TO B
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Shops
School
Health care
Sports
Community centre
Library
Industrial
Religious function
Work

CURRENT REGIONAL ROUTING
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CURRENT ROUTING IN OMMOORD
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CURRENT ROUTING IN OMMOORD

‘‘I don’t feel 
safe, the routes 

are dark an 
isolated.’’

Anna
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Shops
School
Health care
Sports
Community centre
Library
Industrial
Religious function
Work

NEW REGIONAL ROUTING
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Mixe
d functions with living

Lo
wer green along bike route

Alw
ays entrances along the route

NEW ROUTING IN OMMOORD
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NEW ROUTING IN OMMOORD

‘‘The new route 
is much safer, 
let me show 

you!’’

Anna
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ZOOM IN: HUMAN SCALE EXPERIENCE

100	 200 mN
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STATUS QUO

Community 

centre

Day care

School

Health 

care
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HERITAGE STRUCTURE
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DENSIFICATION

School

Day care

Health 

care

Cafe

Sports

Community 

centre

Library

Shops

Work

Workplace

Packagae 

point
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SEMI-PRIVATE COURTYARDS
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LEGIBLE ROUTING
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CONNECTED GREEN SPACES
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NEW PLAN

School

Day care

Health 

care

Cafe

Sports

Community 

centre

Library

Shops

Work

Workplace

Packagae 

point



SAFE LOCAL ROUTING
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SAFE LOCAL ROUTING

Function

Safe route

Clear vision lines

0                25              50 m

School
Community 
centre

Library
Cafe

Sports

Day care

Shops

Offices

Package 
point

Work place

GP

Sports

Mixed-use



Living in the plinth Functions at main route 

Entrances along main route

Visible entrances

Open balcony edge

DESIGN INGREDIENTS

Lighting for visibility and comfort



CURRENT ROUTING

‘‘The route from 
the metro is 

anonymous and 
unpleasent.’’

Loes
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NEW ROUTING

‘‘The new route 
gives clear 

direction, reaches 
all amenities and 

is safe.’’

Loes
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OPTIONAL ROUTING
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OPTIONAL ROUTING

Grass

Dense vegetation

Wild flowers and grasses

Water

Recreational route

Clear vision lines
Existing tree
New tree

0                25              50 m



DESIGN INGREDIENTS

Clear vision lines Low green on the edges

Wadi’s for water retention

Gravel paving and no street lights

Ecological school squareAreas where nature prevails



1. Safety-Oriented

3 ZONES OF GREEN



2. Integrated Eology with Safety

3 ZONES OF GREEN



3. Ecology-Oriented

3 ZONES OF GREEN
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1

23
1

22 3

1. Safety-Oriented 2. Integrated Eology with Safety 3. Ecology-Oriented
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Song Thrush

Hedgehog
Wild Bee

Common Toad

Habitat

Food

Reproduction

No disturbance, safety

Connectivity

FOCUS SPECIES 4V’S
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High ecological zone

Ec
olo

gica
l corridor underneath road 

Re

cre
ational ecology with sightlines

GREEN CORRIDORS IN OMMOORD
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GREEN CORRIDORS IN OMMOORD
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REGIONAL GREEN CONNECTION



SOCIALISING
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HARSH TRANSITION PUBLIC TO PRIVATE

Public 

Public busy routing

Public building

Semi-private

Hof

Semi-private building

Private

Semi-public

Semi-public building

0                25              50 m



97

SOFT TRANSITION PUBLIC TO PRIVATE

Public 

Public busy routing

Public building

Semi-private

Hof

Semi-private building

Private

Semi-public

Semi-public building

0                25              50 m



DESIGN INGREDIENTS

Transition plinth (private) to hof (semi-private) Transition plinth (private) to street (semi-public)

Transition new build (private) to street (semi-public)

Transition new build (private) to hof (semi-private)

Transition new build (private) to main route (public)Transition houses flat (private) to gallery (semi-
private)



STAYING
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School

Gym

Buurthuis

Library

Sports

Cafe
Child care

GP

Shops

Offices

Metro station

Sports

Package point
Workplace

P

P
P

P

Public space

Public building

Young children public space

Flat residents room
Space for girls

Local residents public space

Flat residents public space

0                25              50 m

TARGET GROUP SPECIFIC DESIGN



DESIGN INGREDIENTS

Flat residents common room Shopping and other functions street

Roof top garden for flat residents

Hof for direct residents

Space for teenagersPlayground
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“We want a 
space that feels 

like ours.”

Stairs seating for good 
overview

Round seating for better 
conversation

Social surveillance for 
safety

Seating with back support

Public toilet

Chill spaces

Well-maintained
Canopy against rain

Nest swing

Nice looking

Good atmosphere

DESIGN FOR GIRLS
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School

Gym

Playground

Buurthuis

Library
Cafe

Package point

P

P

B

B
B B B

B

B

B
B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B B

DESIGN FOR GIRLS

GY
M
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Buurthuis

LibraryResidents gathering room

Entrance and bike parking

DESIGN FOR GIRLS
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Game/active 
zone

Chill zone

Observe 
zone

Expression 
zone

DESIGN FOR GIRLS
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1. STAYING AND SOCIALISING - PUBLIC SPACE DESIGN

Buurthuis

LibraryResidents gathering room

Entrance and bike parking

Bench against wall

Tribune seating

Ball game table

Round seating with canopy

Nest swing

Hammock

Nets

Stage with speakers

DESIGN FOR GIRLS



107



EVALUATION
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Status Quo:
44% Paved area
17% build area
39% Green area

0          25          50 m
New situation:
18% Paved area
33% Build area
49% Green area

0          25          50 m
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+ 320 homes

+10% increase 
green surface

+100 trees

Higher quality 
green

Increase 
diverse multi-
demographic 
housing and 
living

Central parking
-26% paved area

Shorter and more 
efficient routing

Expanded and 
diversified 
amenities

P

EVALUATION



6 CONCLUSION &
REFLECTION
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+

CONCLUSION
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CONCLUSION
Regional scale

Neighbourhood scale

Public space scale

Quickly from A to B

Optional routing &
Safe local routing

Staying and socialising
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Tuindorp, Nieuwendam
1910–1925

Zuidwijk, Rotterdam
1953-1960

1900-1920
Damstraat, Utrecht

1. Industrialisation, Early 20th Century 
1850-1920)

2. Garden City Influence (1920–1940) 

3. Modernism, Reconstruction & Functional 
Zoning (1940–1960)

1960-1970
Ommoord, Rotterdam

4. Modernism, High-Rise & Car-Dominated 
Expansion (1960–1975)

5. Anti-Modernist Renewal / 
Bloemkoolwijken (1975–1990)

1975–1985
De Pas, Winterswijk

Gruttosingel, Ypenburg
1999

Lelystad Campus Midden
2015–now

6. VINEX & New Town Urbanism (1990–2010) 

7. 2010–Now: Compact Urbanism, 
Placemaking & Climate Resilience 

REFLECTION

* Note this graph is based on the author’s understanding of the safety and perceived 
safety of the periods and not on scientific data

perceived safety
Actual safety
Quantity of green
Feminist waves
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Timeline
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