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Personal information

Name

Freke Aalpoel

Student number

4080467

Telephone number

06-12450140

Private e-mail address

freke.aalpoel@gmail.com

Studio

Name / Theme

Design of the Urban Fabric

Teachers / tutors

Egbert Stolk, Maurice Harteveld

Argumentation of choice
of the studio

My interest lies the most on the scale of the city where the interaction
among people and the interaction between people and the physical
environment takes place. And also in how the knowledge of these
subjects can be used while improving the living environment trough
design. The research group design of the urban fabric the best was in
line with these interests. My project focuses mainly on the physical
urban environments and its psychological and socio-cultural structure
and their relation. The research group 'Design of the Urban Fabric'
also relates, among other things, to the physical urban environment
and to its psychological and socio-cultural structures. They also study
the relations between these structures.

Graduation project

Title of the graduation
project

Linking public life study & morphology to improve the quality of life
for current and (by the municipality desired) future residents of
Nieuwe Westen & Middelland.

Goal

Location:

Nieuwe Westen and Middelland in Rotterdam,
Nederlands

The posed problem,

The municipality of Rotterdam wants to attract
promising families towards Nieuwe Westen and
Middelland by improving the quality of life of the
districts. However the program of the
municipality to reach this goal is very complex,
not spatial and it does not include the wishes of
the current residents. Therefore the current
program could create an unclear new situation
which does not meet the desires of the current
population.

research questions and

Main Research Question:

How can combining public life studies and urban
morphology studies using F(M)OP improve the
quality of life (of current and, by the
municipality desired, future) residents of the
Nieuwe Westen and Middelland through a
design?

1. PUBLIC LIFE
1.1 What are the aims, methods and strands of
the field of public life studies?




1.2 How do people use public space in Nieuwe
Westen and Middelland?

2. MORPHOLOGY

2.1 What are the aims, methods and strands of
the field of urban morphology?

2.2 How is the urban morphology of the
location constructed?

3.F(M)OP

3.1 How can the field of urban morphology and
the field of public life studies be linked trough
the F(M) O P method?

4, POLICY MUNICIPALITY

4.1 What are the plans and the goal of the
municipality of Rotterdam for the area Nieuwe
Westen and Middelland?

4.2 How can the program 'kanrijke wijken' of the
municipality of Rotterdam be successfully
implemented in a spatially structured way?

design assignment in which these result. Main Assignment: Improve the quality of life for
current and (by the municipality desired) future

residents of Nieuwe Westen & Middelland by
making a design on different scales for public
space(specific place to be determined).

The design should be based on the knowledge
of the urban morphology and the observations
of public life and the policy of the municipality.
The design has to link the urban form with the
public life in a possible way. Furthermore this
design should make it possible to execute the
plans of the municipality in a spatially structured
way.

Process

Method description

Research the location will be done on two concentrations of inquiry of this interdisciplinary field: Public
Life Studies and Urban (typo)morphology. To find the link between the morphological structure and
the public life, these themes need to be explored in both theory and practice. To do this the F(M) O P
method of Ali Guney will be used.

1 PUBLIC LIFE STUDIES

Practice:

To prevent that the program will have a negative influence on the current population, their current use
and behaviour can be analysed through public life studies. By observing the current public life in the
neighbourhood, the problem/successful areas of the neighbourhood can be determined. During these
observations people will be counted and their behaviour will be mapped photographed and analysed.
The action of people will be described on a relative low level (walking, standing etc.) and a high level
identity (recreating, travelling).

Theory:

Literature study.

2 URBAN MORPHOLOGY




To understand the structure of the area the urban morphology of the location will be analysed. The
urban morphology will be analysed on different scales. The location in its surrounding environment,
the location itself, the building blocks, the streets and its squares will be mapped and grouped. To
find the link between the morphology and the public life even the smallest physical characteristics can
be crucial. Therefore the details of the building blocks, streets and squares will also be analysed when
a smaller design location is chosen.

Theory:

Literature study.

3. FORM OPERATION PERFORMANCE METHOD

To structure the findings in theory and practice of urban morphology and public life studies a
conceptual framework is needed. Therefore the adapted version of the F(M) O P analysis method of
Tzonis will be used.

4, POLICY OF THE MUNICIPALITY

Theory:

Review of the policy.

Practice:

Finding a way to spatially implement the policy by design.
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Reflection

Relevance

SOCIETAL RELEVANCE

Attracting promising families, young adults and other groups with a higher economic capacity is high
on the agenda of the municipality of Rotterdam. They want to make Rotterdam an attractive city to life
in with a strong economy. Attracting people with a higher economic capacity could mean that the
current residents will have to move to other places or that the current residents will have to cope with
the living standards and wishes of their future neighbours. In the past urban renewal projects of
problematic neighbourhoods attracted new residents with a higher economic capacity, but at the same
time there was not enough capacity to house the original residents again. In Nieuwe Westen and
Middelland the target group of the municipality would probably life in bigger housing units than the
current population. That would mean that, with the current housing stock, residents of the current
neighbourhood will have to move out. If this problem could be solved by creating extra housing it is
still interesting to see if the needs of the current and future groups meet. Improving the
neighbourhood for the target group does not necessarily mean an improvement for the current
population.

An other important point is that it is definitely not easy for the municipality of Rotterdam to
reach their goal with all the different stakeholders in the neighbourhood. In a recent article there is
stated that Woonbron(housing corporation) does not want to co-operate to sell their social renting
houses for bigger family houses but sells them to a investor who will make small (rent)apartments of
the houses. To complete their goal they have to show other stakeholders the advantages of the
program for them. To improve a neighbourhood the municipality and the housing corporations have to
work together to create the best possible outcome for the population of Rotterdam.

SCIENTIFIC RELEVANCE (RESEARCH GROUP)

The project focuses mainly on the physical urban environments and its psychological and socio-cultural
structure. This projects wants to research the relation between the physical urban environment and its
psychological and social structure. By linking the observation of public life with the analysis of the
urban morphology this projects intends to improve the living environment. Therefore the aim of this
project is to gather and link the information about the public life and the urban morphology to design
a more vital and socially safe urban environment for the current and future residents in Nieuwe




Westen/Middelland.

The research group 'Design of the Urban Fabric' also relates, among other things, to the
physical urban environment and to its psychological and socio-cultural structures. They also study the
relations between these structures. Their aim is to create a sustainable and vital urban environment.
This project partly shares this aim with its goal to create a better living quality for the residents in the
area.

Time planning
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PLANNING PER WEEK TILL P3

Week 10

Processing comments

Determine specific location
Morphological analysis specific location

Week 11
Morphological analysis specific location
Preparing PLS FW3

Week 12
Public life study fieldwork 3

Week 13
Processing results public life study
Combining results PLS and UMS in design

Week 14
Combining results PLS and UMS in design

Week 15
Reflecting on literature study; Further research?

Week 16
Elaboration design

Week 17
Preparing PLS FW4




Week 18
Public life study FW4

Week 19
Reflecting on design
Proposals for adaption design till P4

Week 20
Preparing Presentation
Adapting Report

PLANNING P3 TILL P4

18 weeks (9 weeks summer)
Processing comments

Adaption Design

Reflection on literature research
Recommendation policy municipality
Adapting Report

PLANNING P4 TILL P5

4 weeks

Processing last comments
Preparing presentation
Adapting Final Report




