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Br i d g i n g d i v e r s i t i e s
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IntroductIon SocIo-SpatIal method analySIS & readIngS BrIdge VISIon             

AmsterdAm n.w
Problem statement

design goals 

patterns

design principles 
Master plan

design interventions 
testing the design 

PRESENTATION OUTLINE
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d i v e r s i t i e s
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How urban planning and design 
can enhance

the socio-spatial affordance of public space 
for the presence and interaction of users with 

diverse backgrounds and perception? 
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“ With 180 different nationalities 
50% ethnic minorities 

30% non-Western background
mostly from 

suriname, turkey and morocco.....

the population of amsterdam is one of 
the most diverse in europe. ”

                                                              

© www.iamsterdam.com
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ImmIgrants per neIghborhood In amsterdam%
 

New westNew west

A10
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 AreAs with over 30% non-western populAtion
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AmsterdAm’s UrbAn typology
 

Cornelist Van Eesteren
AUP,1935
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the postwar neighborhoods were made up of large buildings, 
and large open spaces .

the main feature was mono functionality, 
they offered  housing and very little else 

wagenaar, 2016 
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“ the appearance of buildings has 
been changed but ....

still lacking meeting place for 
inhabitants”

-helma hellinga, 2016
© Rufus de Vries
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undefined open public space

isolated, closed, defesive 
public space
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Image Of parks comparing to Rembrandt park:
Het Grote Groenonderzoek’ (2013) 

Average image of parks

Image od Rembrandtpark
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proBlem Statement 
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1. The design proposal for The scale of The souTher side 
of The park: diverse scale of social spaces

2. The focused design inTervenTion 

3. The design of The a10 underpass : a corridor ThaT 
moves people beTween The neighborhood and The park 
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deSIgn goalS
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theory 
and

methodology
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PUBLIC SPACE 
SOCIO-SPATIAL PRESPECTIVE

Jane Jacobs

Bottom-up planning

Inclusive Public space

Observation
+emperical experience

Kevin Lynch William Whythe Ray OldenburgJane Jacobs

User’s experience

social image of the place

Mental mapping 

People watcher

Social function & 
the physical form

Observation
mapping

public space as 
the 3rd place

feel at home, relax,
 meet & socialize 

plain but playful

Kevin Lynch William Whythe Ray Oldenburg
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analyze & reading

A10

Postjewweg

Jan Evertsenstraat

Cornelis Lelylan

   mental mapping+ interview                         visual porosity                         activity+density                     diversity-architecture            interview , professionals             
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mental mapping+interview
steve jobs school

  analysis & reading             mental mapping        interview+mapping      visual porosity      diversity: activity+density      diversity: architecture         interview       

1. People have different meaning of 
public space

2. Different people use different 
orientation elements 

3. Rembrandt park does not have  a 
dominant image 
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mapping+interview
rembrandt park

1.difficulties in addressing a 
specific zone

2. differences between the north 
side and the south side of the park

3. characteristics of the edge and 
the center , short / long visit 
quiet/ busy
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Open potential meeting points
Closed potential meeting points

B

A

B

A

SocIal orIentatIon

Metting Points

Scale of puBlIc Space 

SocIal edgeS

A10

conclusion for design
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visual porosity
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winter                         summer

conclusion for design

1. increasing visual porosity by expanding the 
a10 underpass

2. extending social edges through a10 

3.extending park’s characteristics towards 
the neighborhood 

  analysis & reading             mental mapping        interview+mapping      visual porosity      diversity: activity+density      diversity: architecture         interview       



24

observation 
rembrandt park 
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TIME+ SPACE
7:30-9

DENSITY+ SPACE
7:30-9

A10

Postjewweg

Jan Evertsenstraat

Cornelis Lelylan

A10

Postjewweg

Jan Evertsenstraat

Cornelis Lelylan
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A10

Postjewweg

Jan Evertsenstraat

Cornelis Lelylan

A10

Postjewweg

Jan Evertsenstraat

Cornelis Lelylan

TIME+ SPACE
9-11

DENSITY+ SPACE
9-11
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A10

Postjewweg

Jan Evertsenstraat

Cornelis Lelylan

A10

Postjewweg

Jan Evertsenstraat

Cornelis Lelylan

TIME+ SPACE
11-14

DENSITY+ SPACE
11-14
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A10

Postjewweg

Jan Evertsenstraat

Cornelis Lelylan

A10

Postjewweg

Jan Evertsenstraat

Cornelis Lelylan

TIME+ SPACE
14-18

DENSITY+ SPACE
14-18
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A10

Postjewweg

Jan Evertsenstraat

Cornelis Lelylan

A10

Postjewweg

Jan Evertsenstraat

Cornelis Lelylan

TIME+ SPACE
18-21

DENSITY+ SPACE
18-21
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A10

Postjewweg

Jan Evertsenstraat

Cornelis Lelylan

A10

Postjewweg

Jan Evertsenstraat

Cornelis Lelylan

TIME+ SPACE
>21

DENSITY+ SPACE
>21
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TIME+ SPACE
>21
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  analysis & reading             mental mapping        interview+mapping      diversity: activity+density      diversity: architecture       visual porosity      interview       

ownership  and performances 
A10

Postjewweg

Jan Evertsenstraat

Cornelis Lelylan

A10

Postjewweg

Jan Evertsenstraat

Cornelis Lelylan

A10

Postjewweg

Jan Evertsenstraat

Cornelis Lelylan

A10

Postjewweg

Jan Evertsenstraat

Cornelis Lelylan
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A10

Postjewweg

Jan Evertsenstraat

Cornelis Lelylan

A10

Postjewweg

Jan Evertsenstraat

Cornelis Lelylan
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A10

Postjewweg

Jan Evertsenstraat

Cornelis Lelylan

A10

Postjewweg

Jan Evertsenstraat

Cornelis Lelylan

ownership  and performances 
A10

Postjewweg

Jan Evertsenstraat

Cornelis Lelylan

A10

Postjewweg

Jan Evertsenstraat

Cornelis Lelylan
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  analysis & reading             mental mapping        interview+mapping      visual porosity      diversity: activity+density      diversity: architecture         interview       

conclusion for design

extending 
social edges 

more diversity
connecting 
diversities

adding social 
spaces  the 

left edge

shared spaces

collective 
spaces 
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diversity in architecture

Diversity in 
Architectur

 P.S 

plantation
color 
texture

Furniture

  analysis & reading             mental mapping        interview+mapping      visual porosity      diversity: activity+density      diversity: architecture         interview       



35

  analysis & reading             mental mapping        interview+mapping      visual porosity      diversity: activity+density      diversity: architecture         interview       
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furnitures

encouraging social interaction by 
providing diverse ways of sitting

A group’s territoryantI-SocIal long Seat

Framing a view

  analysis & reading             mental mapping        interview+mapping      visual porosity      diversity: activity+density      diversity: architecture         interview       
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plantation

  analysis & reading             mental mapping        interview+mapping      visual porosity      diversity: activity+density      diversity: architecture         interview       
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in this study, the purpose is to add more diversity in 
 

color 
 furnIture
plantatIon 

for creating diverse social spaces
facilitating diverse type of use

&
attractIng dIVerSe people to Stay In the park

conclusion for design

  analysis & reading             mental mapping        interview+mapping      visual porosity      diversity: activity+density      diversity: architecture         interview       



39

interview with 
professionals 

Project manager 
 Urban planner

Architect
Urban designer

Urban sociologist 

Project manager 
 Urban designer

  analysis & reading             mental mapping        interview+mapping      visual porosity      diversity: activity+density      diversity: architecture         interview       
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Project manager 
 Urban designer,
Evert Verhagen

Urban sociologist,
Hemla Hellinga

1. Big gap between in scale 

 2. Meeting point for inhabitants 

1. Designing S.P.S instead of P.S: 

2. Supporting cultural diversities : 
   A. Adaptable program 
   B. Creative Diverse design solutions 
   C. Leaving some space empty for experience 

A B C

  analysis & reading             mental mapping        interview+mapping      visual porosity      diversity: activity+density      diversity: architecture         interview       
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Outcome of 
analysis  

Vision   
Paterns

 introduction      theory, methodologies       analysis and readings         bridge          vision        

socialness

social orienting

the bridge

seating & planting
social collectivity
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moving activities= moving people Where ever there is an 
activity, there are people 

similar activities=similar people diverse activities= diverse group of people 

No shared social space shared social space

A

B

C
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socialness
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B

A

 

Jan

Sam
C

D

B

A
Jan

Sam
C

D

no  social space potential social space

social orienting 
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D

B

A

B

A
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E

F

space for privacy space for small groups space for bigger groups

Seating

Planting

 introduction      theory, methodologies       analysis and readings         bridge          vision        

Encouraging social interaction Encouraging no social interaction

n
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collectivity  no collectivity
 

collectivity  no collectivity
 

collective edge 
 

Extention of collectivity
 

Fixed collectivity Adaptable collectivity

social collectivity
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ADABTABILITY

Continuity of design element, program and activities

Repetition of elements, programs and activities

disimilar scale 

Texture  

Different forms 

In support of diversities 
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vision

 introduction      theory, methodologies       analysis and readings         bridge          vision        
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  vision                  design development           design intervention          testing the design       conclusion

A10 A10A10

master plan 
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0           50         100

  vision                  design development           design intervention          testing the design       conclusion  vision                  design development           design intervention          testing the design       conclusion

Intensity in diversity, 
from the edge towards 

the center

focused design intervention
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Title 

  vision                  design development           design intervention          testing the design       conclusion  vision                  design development           design intervention          testing the design       conclusion

VIew oVer the a10 underpaSS from a lIVIng room
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a10 underpaSS 

  vision                  design development           design intervention          testing the design       conclusion  vision                  design development           design intervention          testing the design       conclusion

Linear space

Visual porosity/interaction

Form & orientation
Visual porosity/interaction

Form & orientation
Visual prorosity/interaction

Visual prorosity/interaction

Collective  space

Fixed space Flexible / Expandable 
space
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the edge 

  vision                  design development           design intervention          testing the design       conclusion  vision                  design development           design intervention          testing the design       conclusion

space for privacy space for small groups

Encouraging social interaction

B

A
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the centre 

  vision                  design development           design intervention          testing the design       conclusion  vision                  design development           design intervention          testing the design       conclusion

gg
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viosn is the conclusion pint for this project but never ever a fix conclusion point of the topic...diversities are increasing everyday...as a result of culture but also habits...indovidu-
al behavarial pattern and even urban fashion.,,,
methodology wise.....with nore participants the reserach could be better precised...for observation...menral mapping/..etc....considering more the prsence of woman ,..which has 
in some culrures more limitation ...regarding design....better to be ecamined in a form of a practical workshop......theory wise.....physchology of archotedture...

  vision                  design development           design intervention          testing the design       conclusion  vision                  design development           design intervention          testing the design       conclusion

testing the design 
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visioncurrent status in the park

viosn is the conclusion pint for this project but never ever a fix conclusion point of the topic...diversities are increasing everyday...as a result of culture but also habits...indovidu-
al behavarial pattern and even urban fashion.,,,
methodology wise.....with nore participants the reserach could be better precised...for observation...menral mapping/..etc....considering more the prsence of woman ,..which has 
in some culrures more limitation ...regarding design....better to be ecamined in a form of a practical workshop......theory wise.....physchology of archotedture...

  vision                  design development           design intervention          testing the design       conclusion  vision                  design development           design intervention          testing the design       conclusion

. different design elements were questioned by different people 

. different issues were suggested for improvement by different people  

testing the design 
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conclusion

we “together” can BrIdge dIVerSItIeS In puBlIc Space through 
dIVerSe deSIgn IdeaS....

In order to attract,  keep , and BrIng dIVerSe people to puBlIc Space 
oVer and oVer agaIn 

puBlIc Space needS to Be dIVerSe and adaptaBle .


