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Border Drift: The Multiplication of Liminal Spaces in the 
Time of Migrant Crisis

Abstract
The paper offers an introduction to the Ph.D. project, which investigates the interaction 
DGVYGGP�PCVKQP�UVCVG�DQTFGTU�CPF�JWOCP�OKITCVQT[�ƃQYU�CU�C�RTQEGUU�QH�URCEG�RTQFWEVKQP��
In particular, the project looks into the implementation of strategies of border reinforcement, 
at various spatial and social scales, and their interference with practices of crossing, legal 
and illegal. The study of border reinforcement in relation with human mobility offers the 
possibility to highlight not only the multiplication of border functions, but especially their 
operative variations across space, according to the encounter with migrants’ agency. Spatial 
dynamics are sought in-between borders’ roles and physical features; they are analyzed as 
KPVGTUGEVKPI�CPF�EQNNKFKPI�ƂGNFU�QH� KPVGTCEVKQPU��YJGTG�GZKUVKPI�CPF�OKUUKPI� NKPMU�ECP�DG�
OCRRGF� VQ� EQPPGEV� VJG� GZKUVKPI� CPF� VJG� RQVGPVKCN�� 5RCVKCN� CPCN[UKU� KU� RTQRQUGF� CU� VJG�
OGCPU�VQ�UGCTEJ�HQT�OWNVKRNKEKV[�CPF�QRGPPGUU�KP�VJG�UVKHHPGUU�QH�HQTVKƂGF�DQTFGT�UVTWEVWTGU��
as well as for the permanence of material traces of violence and the emergence of zones 
QH�EQPƃKEV�HCT�HTQO�PCVKQPCN�NKOKVU��6JG�FQEVQTCN�RTQLGEV�KU�CKOGF�CV�DWKNFKPI�CP�CNVGTPCVKXG�
research model, which makes use of space to bridge the logics and materiality of mobility 
with those of border reinforcement.

Faculty of Architecture, TU Delft

Grazia Tona

G.Tona@tudelft.nl

The present paper offers an overview of 
WKH� SUHOLPLQDU\� GHÀQLWLRQ� RI� SUREOHPV�
and questions of my doctoral project, 
which is aimed at mapping and analyzing 
KRZ� SROLWLFDOO\� GHFLGHG� ERXQGDULHV��
ERWK� YLVLEOH� DQG� LQYLVLEOH�� SURGXFH� QHZ�
spatial structures in the name of security. 
In particular, the project focuses on the 
SK\VLFDO�UHLQIRUFHPHQW�RI�ERUGHUV�EHWZHHQ�
QHLJKERULQJ�QDWLRQV�DW�WKH�WHUULWRULDO�VFDOH��
The topic has received special attention 
across Europe in the last few years, 
especially in relation to the ‘refugee crisis’ 
WKDW� EHJDQ� LQ� ������ $V� D� FRQVHTXHQFH�
many disciplines from political science 
and geography to anthropology and 
PLJUDWLRQ� VWXGLHV� SXW� SROLWLFDO� ERXQGDULHV�
at the center of their inquiries. However, 
the material spatial consequences of 
ERUGHU� UHLQIRUFHPHQW�� LQ� FRQQHFWLRQ� ZLWK�
HPHUJLQJ�PLJUDQW� ÁRZV�� DUH� VWLOO� VFDUFHO\�
FRQVLGHUHG�LQ�FRQWHPSRUDU\�ERUGHU�VWXGLHV��

Therefore, the doctoral project aims to go 
EH\RQG�WKH�PHUH�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�DQG�SROLWLFDO�
GHÀQLWLRQV� WR� LQYHVWLJDWH� ERUGHUV� LQ� WKHLU�
role as performative zones in spatial terms. 
Taking the complex social and spatial 
dynamics produced along political frontiers 
DV� LWV� REMHFWV� RI� LQTXLU\�� DQG� DQDO\]LQJ� LQ�
GHSWK� WKH� FDVH� RI� WKH� +XQJDULDQ�6HUELDQ�
ERUGHU�� WKH� SURMHFW� DLPV� WR� XQGHUVWDQG�
KRZ� WKH� NQRZOHGJH� RQ� ERUGHU� ]RQHV��
ZKHQ�VHHQ�IURP�DQ�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�DQG�XUEDQ�
perspective, may inform and assist in the 
LQWHUDFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�SROLFLHV�DQG�SUDFWLFHV��
the production of space, and the material 
implications of surveillance, in the context 
RI�H[FHSWLRQDO�HYHQWV�DQG�LQWHQVLÀHG�KXPDQ�
migrations.
� $IWHU� KDYLQJ� SUHVHQWHG� D�
preliminary inventory of the many different 
VKDSHV� WKDW� (XURSHDQ� ERUGHUV� KDYH�
assumed in the last decade as products of 
WKH� LQWHUDFWLRQ� EHWZHHQ� VHFXULW\�PHDVXUHV�



304

DQG�LQFUHDVHG�PRELOLW\��WKLV�SDSHU�SURSRVHV�
D� UHDGLQJ� RI� WKH� ERUGHU·V� VSDWLDO� IHDWXUHV�
LQ� WKH� IRUP� RI� UHVHDUFK� TXHVWLRQV��$V� WKH�
title of the paper suggests, these questions 
address the engagement of the ongoing 
UHVHDUFK� LQ� UHGLUHFWLQJ� ERUGHU� GLVFRXUVH�
and guiding it through space, moving 
across a wide interdisciplinary system of 
knowledge production.

Background
,Q� WKH� VXPPHU� RI� ������ ZKHQ� PRUH� WKDQ�
a million people moved towards Europe 
E\� VHD� RU� ODQG� URXWHV�� WR� HVFDSH� ZDU��
persecution, environmental catastrophes, 
and poverty, the term ‘refugee crisis’ 
started to dominate the media and political 
discourse. In this scenario of securitarian 
and humanitarian emergency, the European 
Union has proven the contradiction of its 
ERUGHU� SROLF\�� EHWZHHQ� RSHQQHVV� DQG� IUHH�
movement of people and goods across 
LQWHUQDO� ERUGHUV�� DQG� UHVWULFWLYH� PHDVXUHV�
DORQJ� WKH� H[WHUQDO� IURQWLHUV�� $� ORRN�
outwards also reveals a lack of uniformity 
DPRQJ� PHPEHU� VWDWHV�� GLVSOD\HG� WKURXJK�
D�FRQWLQXRXV�WUDQVIHU�RI�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�DQG�
the fragmentation of interventions. Properly 
the lack of a decisive and coherent approach 
KDV�FRQWULEXWHG�WR�WXUQLQJ�FULVLV�GLVFRXUVHV�
into an instrument of rule, legitimizing 
austerity and exceptional measures.� 
 In this political scenario, Hungary 
UHSUHVHQWV� DQ� HPEOHPDWLF� H[DPSOH� RI� WKH�
way tensions came to the extreme: political 
narratives of protection and control merged 
with social prejudices, historical memories, 
and the discontent of the population, 
HQGLQJ�LQ�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�RI�D�UD]RU�ZLUH�IHQFH�
DORQJ�WKH�6RXWKHUQ�ERUGHU�ZLWK�6HUELD��7KH�
initiative of the Hungarian government 
marked one of the major steps in the formal 
closure of the so-called Western Balkan 
Route���D�YHU\�EXV\�FRUULGRU�WKDW�GXULQJ�WKH�
last decades has constituted the path of a 
diverse group of migrants, including people 
ÁHHLQJ� WKH� YLROHQFH� RI� WKH� $UDE� 6SULQJ��
and Syrian nationals, as well as residents 
of the western Balkan states (mainly from 

.RVRYR��� $VLDQV�� DQG� (DVWHUQ� $IULFDQV�
heading to Europe from the Bulgarian-
7XUNLVK� DQG� *UHHN�7XUNLVK� ERUGHUV��
1HYHUWKHOHVV��WKH�FORVXUH�RI�WKH�ERUGHU�GLG�
not stop people from attempting crossing; 
it made the venture more dangerous, slow, 
and expensive. Cities and crossing points 
initially intended for transit turned into 
places of timeless waiting, where makeshift 
camps started to proliferate. On the other 
VLGH� RI� WKH� IHQFH�� WKH� HQWLUH� 6HUELDQ�
territory has progressively turned into a 
EXIIHU� ]RQH� DQG� WKH� QHHG� WR� UHRUJDQL]H�
H[LVWLQJ� VWUXFWXUHV� RI� UHFHSWLRQ� EHFDPH�
urgent. While ‘jungles’ were spreading at 
the edges of the country and new routes 
started to divert to Bosnia, in the core of the 
QDWLRQ��6HUELDQ�DXWKRULWLHV�SDVVHG�IURP�DQ�
attitude of non-interference to a securitarian 
DSSURDFK�� ZKLFK� WHVWLÀHV� QRW� RQO\� D� VKLIW�
LQ� ERUGHU� SROLFLHV�� EXW� DOVR� D� FKDQJH� LQ�
residents’ perception and, accordingly, in 
the management of the spheres of legality 
and illegality.3

 The emergence of the Western 
Balkan Route temporarily shifted the focus 
of refugees’ migrations to Europe, from the 
sea routes to the Balkan territory, showing 
WKH� LPSRVVLELOLW\� RI� UHIHUULQJ� WR� D� VLQJOH�
central axis of access to the continent. 
In addition to this, the formation of new 
URXWHV� FRQWULEXWHG� WR� WUDQVIRUPLQJ� WKH�
RULJLQDO� H[WHUQDO� ERUGHU� OLPLW� LQWR� D�PRUH�
extended and internal area of transit. In this 
]RQH�� WKH�ERUGHU� UHYHDOV� LWV� DSSHDUDQFH� LQ�
many different forms: as a transit camp, 
a ‘jungle’, a document check, a military 
RXWSRVW�� ,W� SURYHV� WKH� DELOLW\� WR� WDNH� WKH�
shape of a diffuse and dynamic spatiality, 
assume multiple functions, and reorganize 
existing temporal and spatial structures.
 Zooming out from the Hungarian-
6HUELDQ�IURQWLHU��WKH�IRXQGDWLRQV�RI�FXUUHQW�
(XURSHDQ� ERUGHU� VWUDWHJLHV� DQG� WKHLU�
HPSKDVLV� RQ� VHFXULW\� DQG� FRQWURO� FDQ� EH�
WUDFHG�EDFN� WR� WKH�RULJLQ�RI� WKH�6FKHQJHQ�
$JUHHPHQW�� LQ� ������ 6LQFH� WKHQ�� WKH�
GHYHORSPHQW�RI�VPDUW�ERUGHUV��LQWHQGHG�IRU�
speeding up processes for EU citizens and 
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¶ZDQWHG� WUDYHOHUV·�� KDV� EHHQ� DFFRPSDQLHG�
E\�D�SURJUHVVLYH�PLOLWDUL]DWLRQ�RI�H[WHUQDO�
ERUGHUV�WR�VWRS�¶XQZDQWHG�DUULYDOV·��,Q�WKH�
HDUO\�����V��WKH�H[SDQVLRQ�RI�ERUGHU�FRQWURO�
UHDFKHG� WKH�$IULFDQ� WHUULWRU\� IRU� WKH� ÀUVW�
WLPH��ZLWK� WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI� WKH�GRXEOH�
walled fences in Ceuta and Melilla. This 
LQWHUYHQWLRQ�FRQWULEXWHG�WR�WKH�LQWURGXFWLRQ�
of metaphors such as ‘Fortress Europe’ 
or ‘Gated Continent’, to conceptualize 
(XURSHDQ�SROLF\�DORQJ�H[WHUQDO�ERUGHUV�DQG�
LWV�DWWLWXGH�WRZDUGV�$IULFDQ�PLJUDWLRQ�4 The 
JRDO� RI� H[SDQGLQJ� ERUGHU� FRQWURO� WR� QRQ�
European countries consists of preemptive 
DFWLRQV�� PHDQW� WR� VWRS� PLJUDQW� ÁRZV�
EHIRUH� WKH\� UHDFK� WKH� (XURSHDQ� WHUULWRU\��
using third countries as outpost guards. 
Similar strategies are also linked to the 
multiplication of hotspots-like spaces, such 
DV�/HVERV�,VODQG�LQ�*UHHFH��RU�/DPSHGXVD�
in Italy. In these sites norms of detention 
DQG�LGHQWLÀFDWLRQ�DUH�UHFRQÀJXUHG��DQG�WKH�
disruption and channelization of humans 
DUH�HQDEOHG�� In the continuous redirection 
of migratory routes and with the emergence 
RI� QHZ�ÁH[LEOH� FKHFNSRLQWV�� WKH� ¶IRUWUHVV·�
DSSHDUV�WR�EH�PRUH�SRURXV�DQG�PRELOH�WKDQ�
what the term suggests, showing a certain 
GHJUHH� RI� DPELYDOHQFH� LQ� WKH� H[HUFLVH� RI�
functions of connection and separation, 
control and expansion on overlapping 
geographies.6

 Expanding the discourse on 
PRELOLW\� DQG� FRQWURO� WR� WKH� JOREDO� VFDOH�
and taking into account not only people’s 
PRYHPHQWV� EXW� DOVR� JRRGV�� LQIRUPDWLRQ��
PRQH\�� DQG� GDWD� ÁRZV�� WKH� JHRJUDSK\�
RI� ERUGHUV� DQG� QDWLRQDO� VWDWHV� LQWHUVHFWV�
with the digital space and witnesses a 
spatial stretching through technologies of 
surveillance and dataveillance.7 By means 
RI� ULVN� SURÀOLQJ� DQG� JRYHUQLQJ� PRELOLW\��
ZKLFK� KDYH� EHHQ� VSHFLDOO\� LPSOHPHQWHG�
DIWHU� WKH� WHUURULVW� DWWDFN� RI� ����� DQG� LQ�
FRQMXQFWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�:DU�RQ�7HUURU��ERUGHUV�
have morphed into a more extensive zone of 
control, diffuse and digitally sophisticated.� 
7KURXJK�H[WHQVLYH�ERUGHULQJ��WKH�ERXQGDU\�
WXUQV�LQWR�D�TXDQWLÀDEOH�HYHQW��D�FDOFXODEOH�

GDWD�GHULYHG�IURP�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�FURVVLQJV��
WKH� PHDVXUHPHQW� RI� ERG\� IHDWXUHV� RI�
the suspect, and relations of distance 
EHWZHHQ� SRLQWV�� &RQWURO� LV� PRGXODWHG�
through the implementation of techniques 
RI� LGHQWLÀFDWLRQ� DQG� ORFDOL]DWLRQ�� DEOH�
QRW� RQO\� WR� SLQSRLQW� EXW� DOVR� WR� WUDFH� DQG�
track, keeping personal information in a 
FRQVWDQW�ÁRZ�IURP�WKH�ERG\�WR�WKH�GDWDEDVH�
DQG�EDFN�DJDLQ�� In the digital system, the 
ERUGHU·V�VFDOH�LV�UHGXFHG�DQG�LQGLYLGXDOL]HG�
SHU� REMHFW� RU� SHUVRQ�� IDFLOLWDWLQJ�� LQ� WKLV�
ZD\�� WKH� PXOWLSOLFDWLRQ� RI� ERUGHU� HYHQWV�
and encounters at the smallest scale and 
in various instances of everyday life. 
Nevertheless, it is important to note that the 
GLJLWDO� ERUGHU� V\VWHPV� VWLOO� SUHVHQW� VRPH�
JDSV��ZKLFK�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�DPELJXLW\�
RU� GRXEOH� XVH� RI� WHFKQRORJ\�� ,W� GRHV� QRW�
matter how perfected surveillance systems 
are, they still leave space for differential 
experiences.��� $Q� H[DPSOH� RI� VXFK�
VLWXDWLRQV�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�ZD\�PLJUDQWV�
themselves rely on GPS technologies and 
GLJLWDO� SODWIRUPV� WR� VXEYHUW� DXWKRULWLHV�
LQ� D� FRQWLQXRXV� UHGHÀQLWLRQ� RI� WKHLU�
trajectories. In other cases, artists, activists, 
and ‘hacktivists’ turn technologies into 
‘tactical media’ to facilitate migrant 
MRXUQH\V�DFURVV�WKH�H[WHQVLYH�ERUGHU�]RQH��
while producing a counter-knowledge of 
WKH� GLJLWDO� ERUGHU�� $V� SRZHU� DQG� FRQWURO�
techniques are rendered increasingly 
QHWZRUNHG�DQG�PRELOH��VR�VLWHV�DQG�WDFWLFV�
of resistance expand and move from streets 
DQG�SXEOLF�VTXDUHV�WR�WKH�ZHE��JHQHUDWLQJ�D�
VZDUPLQJ�PRGH�RI�FRQÁLFW��KHWHURJHQHRXV�
EXW� VWUDWHJLFDOO\� FRRUGLQDWHG��� Digital 
resistance and tactical media are conceived 
as forms of activism and insurgency 
aimed at suggesting new modes of seeing, 
understanding and interacting with the 
given authoritarian system, setting the path 
for new socio-political imaginations. In the 
ÀHOG�RI�ERUGHU�UHLQIRUFHPHQW�DQG�H[WHQVLYH�
control, digital activism intervenes as a 
form of exploration, seeking for a different 
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� WKH� ERUGHU� WKURXJK� D�
VHULHV� RI� PDWHULDO� DQG� V\PEROLF� WDFWLFV��
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challenging the most rigorous networks of 
VHFXULW\��DQG�LQWHUDFWLQJ�ZLWK�XQFRQWUROODEOH�
ULVNV�� ZLWK� WKH� XQIRUHVHHDEOH� DQG� WKH�
LQFDOFXODEOH��6XFK�PRGHV�RI�UHVLVWDQFH�DUH�
VXEWOH��SOLDEOH��SHUIRUPDWLYH��QHYHU�ÀQLVKHG�
EXW�LQ�EHFRPLQJ���

Questions of space
)HQFH� EXLOGLQJ� DQG� H[WHUQDOL]DWLRQ�
VWUDWHJLHV� PDWHULDOL]H� ERUGHU� VSDWLDOLW\�
through the clear delineation, the 
PLOLWDUL]DWLRQ� RU� HYHQ� WKH� IRUWLÀFDWLRQ�
of space. These spatial transformations 
create zones of increasing tension and 
high concentration, where surveillance and 
control are exercised through the physical 
limitation of movement and differentiation 
SURFHVVHV� RSHUDWHG� GLUHFWO\� RQ� WKH� ERGLHV�
RI� LQGLYLGXDOV� XQGHU� REVHUYDWLRQ�� 7KHVH�
IRUPV�RI�ERUGHULQJ�JHQHUDWH�VSHFLÀF�]RQHV�
RI� HPHUJHQF\�� RU� H[FHSWLRQ�� PDUNHG� E\�
the reaching of a critical point of tension, 
ERWK�LQ�WLPH�DQG�VSDFH��LQ�ZKLFK�DQ�DEUXSW�
transition from the previous condition 
LV� PDGH� YLVLEOH�� 2Q� WKH� RWKHU� KDQG�� ZH�
have seen how the implementation and 
technological development of digital 
ERUGHULQJ�ZLGHQV�WKH�UDQJH�RI�PRGDOLWLHV�RI�
exclusion and control. While searching for 
D� VFLHQWLÀF�DQG�TXDQWLWDWLYH�NQRZOHGJH�RI�
ERUGHU�HYHQWV�� WKH�GLJLWDO�VSDFH�LQWURGXFHV�
PRUH� ÁXLG� SURFHVVHV� RI� ERUGHULQJ� DQG�
crossing, opening the discussion toward the 
XQSUHGLFWDEOH�DQG�WKH�SRVVLEOH��
� ,Q� WKH� PDQLIROG� RI� ERUGHULQJ�
IRUPV� DQG� VWUDWHJLHV�� D� JURZLQJ� QXPEHU�
of concepts have emerged in different 
DFDGHPLF� ÀHOGV�� VKRZLQJ� DQ� LQFUHDVLQJ�
LQWHUGLVFLSOLQDU\�FKDUDFWHU�RI�ERUGHU�VWXGLHV�
and social sciences.�� In the mapping of 
theorizations and developments related to 
SDUWLFXODU� ERUGHU� FRQGLWLRQV�� ZKDW� FDQ� EH�
QRWLFHG� LV� WKH� WHQVLRQ� EHWZHHQ� ORJLFV� DQG�
practices of reinforcement and those of 
PLJUDWLRQ��7KH�ÀUVW�WHVWLI\�WKH�SHUPDQHQFH�
of a topographical conception and design of 
ERUGHU�VWUXFWXUHV�RI�VHSDUDWLRQ��ZKHWKHU�WKH\�
DUH�ERUGHU� IHQFHV�RU�GDWDEDVH� IRU�QDWLRQDO�
security, which rely on distances, exact 

locations, and numerical data. The second, 
on the other hand, challenges the opposition 
EHWZHHQ� LQVLGH� DQG� RXWVLGH�� FHQWHU� DQG�
periphery, and shifts the perspective on the 
dynamics of lived experiences. Logics and 
practices of migration call into question 
WKH� ÁDWWHQHG� YLHZ� RI� UHLQIRUFHPHQW�� LQ�
favor of a relational, topological spatiality, 
ZKLFK�UHIHUV�WR�WKH�ERUGHU�DV�DQ�RSHQ�HQGHG�
process of social interactions.
 The recent political events related 
to the ‘refugee crisis’ are exemplary of the 
ZD\�ERUGHUV�FDQ�RSHUDWH�LQ�DQ�LQWULFDWH�ZHE�
of relations, which includes discourses, 
political strategies, social practices, 
and shifting spaces of operation. These 
UHODWLRQV�FDQ�EH�PDSSHG�DW�WKH�LQWHUVHFWLRQ�
of different spatial and functional scales, 
PRYLQJ� IURP� D� JOREDO� VFDOH� RI� GLVFRXUVH�
and political narrative of protection and 
threat, cutting across the national and trans-
national scale of strategy, until reaching 
the local level of struggle and material 
violence. The intersection of scales and 
WKH�PXWXDO� LQÁXHQFH�RI�UHODWLRQV�KLJKOLJKW�
WKH� LPSRVVLELOLW\� WR� DGGUHVV� WKH� VWXG\� RI�
WKH� ERUGHU� HLWKHU� IURP� WKH� SHUVSHFWLYH� RI�
reinforcement or from the side of migration 
dynamics. Therefore, architectural 
discipline and spatial analysis are chosen to 
GHDO�ZLWK�ERWK�UHLQIRUFHPHQW�VWUXFWXUHV�DQG�
migration dynamics, not only to address new 
ways of thinking socio-spatial demarcation 
EXW� DOVR� WR� DFNQRZOHGJH� DQG� DQDO\]H� WKH�
multiplicity of spatial outcomes. But, what 
are the challenges and opportunities for 
the discipline of architecture to rethink the 
ZD\�ERUGHUV�DUH�VWXGLHG��DQG�WR�UHRULHQW�WKH�
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�ERUGHUV�IURP�WKH�SROLWLFDO�
to the spatial discourse? 
 To guide the research in the 
answering of this question, six spatial 
FKDUDFWHUV� RI� WKH� ERUGHU� KDYH� EHHQ�
introduced: namely, multi-dimensionality, 
PHDVXUDELOLW\�� SODVWLFLW\�� H[FHVV�� VFDODULW\��
DQG� YLVLELOLW\�� 7KH\� VHUYH� DV� D� VWDUWLQJ�
point to investigate patterns of correlation, 
ZKLFK� FDQ� HPHUJH� LQ� EHWZHHQ� DSSDUHQWO\�
GLVWLQFW�ERUGHU� IRUPV�� ,Q�SDUWLFXODU��PXOWL�
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dimensionality calls attention to the 
SRVVLELOLW\� RI� PRYLQJ� IRUZDUG� WKH� OLQHDU�
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�ERUGHUV�DQG�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�
a space in dynamic formation over time. 
0HDVXUDELOLW\�� RU� EHWWHU� XQ�PHDVXUDELOLW\��
points out the need to search for additional 
tools of analysis and representation which 
FDQ� DGGUHVV� D� VSDFH�WLPH� DQG� PRELOH�
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�ERUGHU��7KH�FKDUDFWHU�
RI�SODVWLFLW\� UHIHUV� WR� WKH�DELOLW\� WR�PRUSK�
through the articulation and modulation 
RI� ÁRZV�� ZKLOH� H[FHVV� HPSKDVL]HV� WKH�
production and reproduction of spatial 
forms per effect of the execution of 
multiple functions of demarcation and 
differentiation. Scalarity addresses the 
HPHUJHQFH� RI� ERUGHUV� IDU� IURP� QDWLRQDO�
limits, through conducting everyday formal 
and informal practices of reinforcement 
and resistance. Finally, the character of 
YLVLELOLW\�TXHVWLRQV�WKH�VSDWLDO�GLPHQVLRQ�RI�
VXUYHLOODQFH�DQG�LWV�LQÁXHQFH�RQ�OLIH�DORQJ�
ERUGHUV�
� 7KH� FKDUDFWHUV� OLVWHG� DERYH� GR�
QRW� UHIHU� WR� D� QXPEHU� RI� IHDWXUHV� WKDW�
WKH� ERUGHU� FDQ� DVVXPH�� 5DWKHU�� WKH\�
TXHVWLRQ� WKH� SRVVLEOH� RSHQLQJ� RI� QHZ�
ÀHOGV� RI� LQWHUDFWLRQ�� ZKLFK� OLQN� H[LVWLQJ�
PDWHULDO�� YLVLEOH�� DQG� IXQFWLRQDO� ERUGHU�
VWUXFWXUHV� ZLWK� D� QXPEHU� RI� SRWHQWLDO��
multiple, indeterminate, spatial systems to 
LQYHVWLJDWH��,Q�WKLV�LQWHUWZLQHG�QHW�RI�ÀHOGV�
and spaces, the reorientation for a new 
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� WKH� ERUGHU� LV� SURSRVHG�
WKURXJK� WKH�EXLOGLQJ�RI� D� FULWLFDO� UHVHDUFK�
PRGHO��ZKLFK�VHWV�WKUHH�PDLQ�REMHFWLYHV�IRU�
the doctoral project.
 First of all, the project wants 
WR� PRYH� WKH� GLVFRXUVH� RQ� ERUGHUV� DFURVV�
space, intended as in dynamic construction. 
7KURXJK� VSDWLDO� WKHRU\�� LQ� IDFW�� ERUGHU�
IRUPDWLRQ�FDQ�EH�FRQFHLYHG�DV�WKH�VWUXJJOH�
EHWZHHQ�TXDQWLWDWLYH�ORJLFV�RI�UHLQIRUFHPHQW�
DQG� TXDOLWDWLYH� ORJLFV� RI�PLJUDWRU\� ÁRZV��
However, one must not forget the material 
dimension of the struggle and the physical 
VWUDLQ� HPEHGGHG� LQ� PLJUDWRU\� SUDFWLFHV��
Spatial traces of material processes are left 
RQ� WKH� VLWH� DQG� FDQ�EH� H[DPLQHG�ZLWK� WKH�

tools for spatial analysis. In these terms, 
WKH� VWXG\� RI� ERUGHU� VSDWLDOLW\� LV� SURSRVHG�
to search for multiplicity and openness in 
WKH� VWLIIQHVV� RI� IRUWLÀHG� ERUGHU� VWUXFWXUHV��
as well as for the permanence of traces of 
YLROHQFH�DQG�WKH�HPHUJHQFH�RI�FRQÁLFWV�IDU�
IURP�ERUGHUOLQHV�WKHPVHOYHV��6HFRQGO\��WKH�
research has to engage with a wide range of 
modes of inquiry and disciplines. In fact, 
WKH�G\QDPLFLW\�DQG�FRPSOH[LW\�RI�ERUGHUV�
FDQQRW� EH� LQVFULEHG� LQWR� WKH� H[FOXVLRQDU\�
frame of a single disciplinary view. The 
SURMHFW� QHHGV� WR� IXQFWLRQ� DV� D� EULGJH��
EXLOGLQJ� D� PHWKRGRORJ\� WKDW� SURYLGHV�
for the inclusion of multiple perspectives 
and cases. Lastly, a critical engagement 
WR� WKH� VWXG\� RI� ERUGHUV� DOVR� QHHGV� WR�
reconsider traditional approaches to their 
UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�� $V� SUHYLRXVO\� PHQWLRQHG�
ZLWK�UHVSHFW�WR�WKH�QRWLRQ�RI�¶PHDVXUDELOLW\·�
and ‘multi-dimensionality’, the consolidated 
understanding of cartography and scale 
KDV�WR�EH�FRQIURQWHG�ZLWK�DOWHUQDWLYH��QRQ�
linear, mapping processes. Suggesting 
mapping as an epistemological device 
ZRXOG�KHOS�WR�QR�ORQJHU�ORFDWH�WKH�ERUGHU��
rather question the way it is produced 
and how it operates. The development of 
the present doctoral project as a critical 
research model allows reframing the shift 
from the ontological to the epistemological 
DSSURDFK� WR� ERUGHU� VWXGLHV� LQ� VSDWLDO�
terms, which means through an in-depth 
analysis of the productive character of 
ERUGHUV��0RUHRYHU�� WKH� UHVHDUFK� VHUYHV� WR�
WHVW� D� FULWLFDO� PHWKRGRORJ\� RQ� D� VSHFLÀF�
ERUGHU� FRQGLWLRQ�� QDPHO\� WKH� +XQJDULDQ�
6HUELDQ� IURQWLHU�� DV� WKH� SURWRW\SH� IRU�
further case research. In this process, space 
is offered as a medium for connecting 
various forms of knowledge through a 
wider range of architectural analyses and 
H[SHULPHQWDWLRQV�� ERWK� WKHRUHWLFDO� DQG�
practical.

Methodological explorations
7KH�UHQHZHG�LQWHUHVW�LQ�WKH�VWXG\�RI�ERUGHUV�
DQG� WKH� JURZLQJ� QXPEHU� RI� FRQFHSWV�
DQG� GHÀQLWLRQV� SRVH� VHYHUDO� FKDOOHQJHV�
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to the positioning of the research and to 
its methodological development. One of 
the main methodological disputes might 
concern the deepening of a functional 
DQDO\VLV� RI� ERUGHU� UROHV�� DERYH� UHIHUUHG�
to as notions of ‘excess’ and ‘scalarity’. 
This question implies taking into account 
WKH� H[LVWHQFH� RI� D� YDULHW\� RI� ERXQGDULHV�
at different spatial and societal levels, 
LQFOXGLQJ� WKH� LPSDFW� RI� SUREOHPV� RI� D�
PRUH� JHQHUDO� QDWXUH� DQG� WKH� VSHFLÀFLW\�
RI� ORFDO� ERUGHU� FRQÁLFWV�� ,Q� WKLV� UHJDUG��
DQ� LQWHUHVWLQJ� DQVZHU� KDV� EHHQ� SURSRVHG�
E\� 9ODGLPLU� .RORVVRY�� XQGHU� WKH� QDPH�
of ‘policy-practice-perception’ (PPP).�� 
7KLV� DSSURDFK� WULHV� WR� EULGJH� WKH� ODWHVW�
WKHRUHWLFDO�DFKLHYHPHQWV�RI�ERUGHU�VWXGLHV�
with more traditional approaches, which 
still prove their validity in functional terms. 
,W� JXLGHV� WKH� DQDO\VLV� RI� ERXQGDULHV� IURP�
WKH� JOREDO� VFDOH� RI� OHJDO� DQG� LQVWLWXWLRQDO�
roles to the local level of social interactions, 
LQ�DQ� LQWHJUDWHG� V\VWHP��$� UHOHYDQW�DVSHFW�
RI� WKLV� DSSURDFK� FDQ� EH� IRXQG� LQ� LWV� QRQ�
hierarchical ordering of functions and 
VFDOHV�� ZKLFK� IDYRUV� WKH� HVWDEOLVKPHQW�
DQG� WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ� RI� UHODWLRQV� EHWZHHQ�
PXOWLSOH�IXQFWLRQV��SUDFWLFHV��DQG�V\PEROV�
RI� ERUGHUV�� $Q� LQWHUHVWLQJ� DSSOLFDWLRQ� RI�
the policy-practice-perception method 
FRXOG� EH� VHHQ� LQ� WKH� FKDOOHQJH� RI� GHDOLQJ�
with topological thinking and topographic 
LQWHUYHQWLRQV� DW� WKH� ERUGHU�� DV� SUHYLRXVO\�
exposed in more conceptual terms. This 
would mean searching for a multi-scalar 
understanding of the spatiality in which 
SROLF\�� SUDFWLFH�� DQG� SHUFHSWLRQ� EHFRPH�
operative, preventing the method from 
turning into a categorization of separate 
VSDWLDO� VFDOHV� DQG� GRPDLQV��$V� WR� DYRLG� D�
separation of surfaces and scales that strive 
to discover a ‘deeper’, determining level 
of knowledge, a topological reading of the 
three analyses seems promising in order 
to account for variation and connectivity 
RI� VSDFHV�� ERGLHV�� DQG� REMHFWV�� +RZHYHU��
questions remain open for what concerns 
the way policy, practice, and perception 
perform in relation to one another, how their 

operations produce new spatial formations 
DQG�� ÀQDOO\�� KRZ� WKH\� FDQ� UHODWH� WR� WKH�
temporality and the experiential dimension 
RI�RQJRLQJ�ERUGHULQJ�SURFHVVHV��0RUHRYHU��
even though the PPP approach guides 
WKURXJK�D�YDULDWLRQ�RI�ERUGHU�SHUIRUPDQFHV�
across different spatial scales, it still needs 
WR�EH�LQWHJUDWHG�ZLWK�RWKHU�WRROV�RI�VSDWLDO�
DQDO\VLV�WR�SURSHUO\�XQIROG�WKH�ERUGHU�DV�D�
VSDWLDO� V\VWHP��$V� WR� FRQQHFW� WKH� DQDO\VLV�
of interrelated functions and meanings 
with their spatial outcomes, a critical 
PHWKRGRORJ\� KDV� WR� LQFOXGH� ERWK� OLWHUDU\�
GRFXPHQWDWLRQ�DQG�PRUH�VXEMHFWLYH� IRUPV�
of narration, such as visual communication 
PDWHULDOV�� DEOH� WR� JR� EH\RQG� WKH� WZR�
dimensional cartographic representation 
RI� ERUGHUOLQHV�� 7KH� FRPSOH[LW\� DQG�
G\QDPLFLW\� RI� ERUGHULQJ� SURFHVVHV�
require the capacity of tools of analysis 
to actively monitor transformations and 
interactions, which means facilitating a 
PRUH� ÁH[LEOH� LQYHVWLJDWLYH� SURFHGXUH� DQG�
accounting for the uncertainty of results. 
,Q�WKH�GLVFLSOLQH�RI�DUFKLWHFWXUH�DQG�XUEDQ�
studies, mapping is recognized as the tool 
WKDW� EHWWHU� UHÁHFWV� WKLV� SRWHQWLDO�� :KLOVW�
cartography favours order, structure, and 
geometric restitution, mapping techniques 
KDYH� EHHQ� WHVWHG� QRW� RQO\� WR� FROOHFW� DQG�
FDWDORJ� LQIRUPDWLRQ� RQ� VSDFH�� EXW� UDWKHU�
WR� EXLOG� D� UHODWLRQDO� QDUUDWLRQ� RI� VSDWLDO�
WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�� K\EULGL]LQJ� TXDQWLWDWLYH�
data with perceptive information.��

Overtures
This paper presents an insight into the 
process of developing a doctoral project, 
VWDUWLQJ�IURP�WKH�REVHUYDWLRQ�RI�ERUGHUV�DW�
different spatial and social scales: from the 
JOREDO� GLVFRXUVH� RQ� VHFXULW\� DQG� QDWLRQDO�
SURWHFWLRQ� WR� WKH� XUEDQ� GLPHQVLRQ� RI�
FRQÁLFWV� DORQJ� PLOLWDUL]HG� IURQWLHU� ]RQHV��
These socio-spatial levels do not represent 
VHSDUDWH� FDWHJRULHV� RI� ERXQGDULHV�� UDWKHU�
they interact, collide, and overlap to 
IRUP� VSHFLÀF� ERUGHU� FRQGLWLRQV�� 7KH�
LGHQWLÀFDWLRQ�RI�VSDWLDO�FKDUDFWHUV�DQG�VFDOHV�
of functional analysis serves to visualize the 
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SRVVLELOLW\�RI�EXLOGLQJ�D�WUDQVYHUVDO�V\VWHP�
RI�NQRZOHGJH��ZKLFK� FXWV� DFURVV�ÀHOGV�RI�
interaction and proposes new connections.
� ,Q� WKH� HYROXWLRQ� RI� ERUGHU�
GLVFRXUVH� IURP� WKH�����V� WR� FXUUHQW� GD\V��
ERUGHUV�KDYH�EHHQ� UHFRJQL]HG�DV�FRPSOH[�
phenomena related not only to the sphere 
RI� JHRJUDSK\� DQG� SROLWLFV� EXW� DOVR� WR� WKH�
organization of society and more intimate 
aspects of human psychology. However, 
scholars struggle to reach an agreement 
RQ� FRPPRQ� GHÀQLWLRQV�� FRQFHSWV�� RU�
principles. Many aspects fundamental 
to the understanding of the formation 
DQG� LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ� RI� ERXQGDULHV� DUH�
DQDO\]HG� DQG� FRPSDUWPHQWDOL]HG�� EXW�
their interaction is still in need of further 
explorations. In the aim of the doctoral 
SURMHFW�� WKH� VSDWLDO� GLPHQVLRQ� RI� ERUGHUV�
invites to review current approaches to 
the study, the understanding, and the 
UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�ERUGHU�]RQHV��VXJJHVWLQJ�
an open research ground, in which to 
REVHUYH� WKH� LQWHUDFWLRQ� RI� YDULRXV� DJHQWV�

involved in the production of space. 
0RUHRYHU��WKURXJK�WKH�VWXG\�RI�ERUGHUV�DV�
lived spaces and the in-depth examination 
RI� WKH� +XQJDULDQ�6HUELDQ� IURQWLHU�� WKH�
project aims to shed light on the importance 
RI�FRQVLGHULQJ�HYHU\GD\�OLIH�DORQJ�ERUGHUV��
$FNQRZOHGJLQJ� ERUGHUV� DV� OLYHG� DQG�
LQKDELWHG� VSDFHV� PHDQV� WR� UHFRJQL]H�
the dignity and the collective agency of 
migrant communities in a process of spatial 
UHGHÀQLWLRQ�DQG�DGDSWDWLRQ��6SDWLDO�DQDO\VLV��
differently from the common approaches to 
migration, does not look into quantitative 
DVSHFWV�RI�PRYHPHQWV��VXFK�DV�WKH�QXPEHU�
of individuals involved, their countries 
of origin, and their destinations. On the 
contrary, performance and production of 
space resulting from social interactions 
are at the center of the inquiry and aim to 
respond to questions on what migration 
can do, which mechanisms it might trigger 
in terms of adaptation and evolution, and 
ZKDW� IRUPV� RI� OLYLQJ� VSDFHV� DUH� EURXJKW�
DERXW�E\�PLJUDWLRQ�
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