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LOCATION
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HERITAGE STUDIO AIMS

The 1M Homes Initiative



BIJLMERPLEIN - EXAMPLE OF SMALL SCALE URBANITY
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URBAN CONTEXT OF THE NEIGHBOURHOOD
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REACTION TO MODERNISM
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INTERPLAY BETWEEN NOTIONS
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BIJLMERPLEIN - COLLAGE LIKE  IMAGE
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STAKEHOLDERS PERSPECTIVE



Mobility of people with 
disabilities (complicated 
ramps, not maintained 
elevators. 

Homeless people come 
to the inner spaces and 
sleep there, cause on 
the ground floor there is 
public activities.

Hard surface and little of 
greenery.

Courtyard is lacking of 
ownership.

Storage units on the first 
level are not desirable, it 
is hard to use them.

OWNERS PERSPECTIVE
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MOBILITY
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OWNERS PERSPECTIVE

Inner space is without any connection with public domain and it is seperated.

The space itself is designed with one scenario so it lacks of flexibility in terms of residential use.

Complicated circulation system and maze like structure discourage social interaction.

There is no space for residents gatherings
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Highlighted qualities from some residents of their 
apartments:

Very spacious for one person
Two side orientation
Balcony connected with a kitchen
Enough storage space
Separation between bathroom and WC

RESIDENTS’ PERSPECTIVE
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ENTRANCES TO RESIDENTIAL CLUSTERS
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ENTRANCES TO THE DWELLINGS
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DEFINED ATTRIBUTES OF HISTORICAL VALUE
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URBAN SCALE MOBILITY - POTENTIAL FOR DENSIFICATION
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URBAN PLANNING AND DENSIFICATION FROM GOVERNMENT PERSPECTIVE

16https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0240738



SITE ANALYSIS



VEHICLE CIRCULATION
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PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION 
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ENTRANCES TO THE RESIDENTIAL CLUSTERS
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FUNCTIONS
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LACK OF GREENERY
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URBAN TISSUE COMPOSITION
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RETAIL PERIMETER
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SOPHISTICATED INNER STRUCTURES
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SEQUENCE OF PUBLIC SQUARES
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HISTORICAL DRIVER - ARCHETYPES IN BIJLMERPLEIN



CLUSTER 4 ANALYSIS



CLUSTER 4
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CLUSTER 4 CLUSTER COMPOSITION OF BIJLMERPLEIN



Cluster 4

Architects:
Van den Broek en Bakema

Date of construction: 1983 -1985

CLUSTER 4
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ARCHETYPES IN CLUSTER 4
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PRIMARY CONCEPTS OF BROEKBAKEMA
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HISTORICAL AND USE VALUES 
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SOCIAL VALUES 
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RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE CLUSTER AND PUBLIC SQUARES
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INNER SPACE
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ELONGATED PART TOWARDS SHOPPING STREET
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CORNER WING TOWARDS PUBLIC SQUARE
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AESTHETICS OF POSTMODERNISM AND STRUCTURALISM 
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ENCODED CHALLENGES 
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CHALLENGES AND POSSIBILITIES
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RESEARCH BY DESIGN



“By the end of the 1960s, most urban planners and civil engineers realised that the future 
was difficult to predict. This led to a less biased standpoint regarding the “make-ability” of 

society in the sense of social engineering, and a greater doubt about the guiding role of 
urban planning” 

LINK WITH 1970s 

17Martien de Vletter, 43p.



THE RESEARCH QUESTION

How Bijlmerplein can be densified using flexible design drivers by creating harmony with existing notions (juxtaposition)?

IMPROVE RESIDENTIAL QUALITIES

First of all residential qualities in the cluster 4 were vague and neglected: no communal meeting space, poor circulation, dark and shady nooks were 
perfect place for drug dealers and homeless people, there was no playground for children.

INTRODUCE URBAN GREENERY

The cluster 4 had no greenery, the entire elevated deck and the ground floor was taken by car park, which is the notion of 1970s car mobility and  
consequence of Bijlmer urban planning with elevated roads and separation of functions. The project aims to introduce greenery and incorporate it 
into new urban landscape.

CAREFUL DENSIFICATION WITH PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

The project aims to densify the area. House shortage in the Netherlands is evident issue and by 2030 Dutch government aims to build 1 million new 
homes. Bijlmerplein is excellent example for new housing as it has metro station and other public transport nearby. Bijlmerplein is the hub for 
shopping which can also be enhanced by bringing more residents. Also, vacant parking garages also are potential for new housing. 

POST MODERN ARCHETYPES

From the heritage perspective, archetypes are purified and introduced into the design. They were given more importance and opened for residents 
use.
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THE INNER FACADEENVIRONMENTAL POSITION
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RESOURCE EFFICIENCY



URBAN PROPOSAL
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EXISTING PROGRAM
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SCHEME OF INTERVENTIONS - REMOVED PARTS
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SCHEME OF INTERVENTIONS - INTRODUCED PARTS
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SAFE, OPEN AND PLEASANT INNER RESIDENTIAL SPACE 
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OBSERVABLE AND SAFE SPACE
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GREEN ALLEY DWELLINGS
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FACADE OF THE GREEN ALLEY
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FACADE OF THE NORTH SIDE (COURTYARD SPACE)
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SHADOW STUDY
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“SKY DWELLINGS”
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BUILDING SYSTEMS BY STORA ENSO

MODULAR SYSTEMS AND TIMBER PREFABRICATION
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MODULAR SYSTEMS AND TIMBER PREFABRICATION
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DIFFERENT SCALE OF GREENERY AND CIRCULATION SPACES

58



59

STRUCTURAL CONCEPT



SHOPPING STREET FACADE
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CORNER WING COMPOSITION
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CORNER WINGS’ TRANSPARENCY AND CONNECTIONS



THE MAJOR INTERVENTIONS OF THE CORE

64



CLIMATE SCHEME
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THE MAIN FACADE 



THE MAIN FACADE 
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THE MAIN FACADE 
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THE MAIN FACADE 
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THE MAIN FACADE 
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ATMOSPHERE OF PENTHOUSES



THE LINK BETWEEN THE GREEN ALLEY  AND PUBLIC SQUARE
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CONCLUSIONS
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IMPROVEMENTS OF THE BLOCK REGARDING  GOVERNMENT POSITION



IMPROVEMENTS REGARDING USERS (RESIDENTS) POSITION
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IMPROVEMENTS REGARDING OWNERS POSITION
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IMPROVEMENTS REGARDING  “MAKERS” POSITION


