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HOW CAN COURTHOUSE DESIGN 
ADDRESS TERRITORIAL DYNAMICS 

AND HIERARCHICAL RELATIONS 
AMONG KEY ACTORS?

RESEARCH QUESTION

IS IT NECESSARY FOR THE JUDGE TO SIT ON
AN ELEVATED PODIUM?

THE ‘TERRITORY ON TRIAL’ PROJECT EXPLORES 

HOW COURTHOUSE DESIGN CAN MEDIATE POWER 

DYNAMICS BETWEEN JUDICIAL ACTORS THROUGH 

SPATIAL ORGANIZATION, MATERIAL CHOICES, 

AND CIRCULATION PATTERNS. TRADITIONAL 

COURTHOUSES, OFTEN MONUMENTAL AND 

HIERARCHICAL, REINFORCE INSTITUTIONAL 

DIVISIONS BUT COMPROMISE TRANSPARENCY 

AND ACCESSIBILITY. THIS PROJECT CHALLENGES 

THAT MODEL, EXAMINING HOW PHYSICAL AND 

MENTAL SEGREGATION, BETWEEN VARIOUS KEY 

ACTORS CAN HINDER EMOTIONAL WELLBEING 

AND PARTICIPATION IN THE JUSTICE PROCESS. 

 

ULTIMATELY, THE PROJECT ENVISIONS A MORE 

WIDESPREAD APPROACH THAT REIMAGINES THE 

COURTHOUSE AS AN ACTIVE, INCLUSIVE CIVIC 

SPACE, ONE THAT REFLECTS MILAN’S LEGAL 

TRADITIONS AND EVOLVING MULTICULTURAL 

IDENTITY. IT AIMS TO SHIFT THE COURTHOUSE 

FROM A SYMBOL OF STATE POWER TO A DYNAMIC, 

TRANSPARENT HUB FOR NEGOTIATION, EDUCATION, 

AND ENGAGEMENT IN THE JUSTICE SYSTEM.
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4

Edge Beam; Steel Channel (120mm)
Steel Point Supports 

2

Galvanized Steel Sheet; Copper-Coloured Paint Finish (1.5mm)
XPS rigid foam (20mm)
Stainless Steel Sheet (1.5mm)

Roof Build Up (upper roof surface)

ROOF DETAIL (OVERHANG)

Structural Build Up

6

Stainless Steel Sheet (1.5mm) 
XPS rigid foam (40mm)
Copper-Plated Panels (untreated)

Roof Build Up (on roof underside)

1

Steel Profile Beam (180/10mm steel flats, 
8mm steel flats, 180mm steel channel (UPE 
180)

Roof Build Up (upper roof surface)

5

Galvanized Steel Sheet; Copper-Coloured 
Paint Finish (1.5mm), shot peened
XPS rigid foam (20mm)
Stainless Steel Sheet (1.5mm)

Roof Build Up (at edge of roof)

3

Precast Concrete Panel with 
copper inlay; anchored into 
Anchor Plate
Sheating Board
Insulation
Vapour Membrane

Wall Build Up

1:5 @A2

1

Concrete Slab
Gravel
Filter Layer (water-repellent)
Thermal Insulation (350mm)
Breathable Waterproof Membrane
Primer
Structural Concrete Slab
Edge Beam
XPS Rigid Foam (20mm)
Vapour Membrane 

Roof Build Up

2 Angle Fillet

3 External Insulation 
Composite System (ETICS); 
external Galvanized Steel 
Sheet; Copper-Coloured Paint 
Finish (1.5mm)

PARAPET DETAIL
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ROOF DETAIL (OVERHANG)
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3

Laminated and toughened Safety Glass (30mm); etched
Argon filled Space Cavity; warm edge spacer bars
Laminated and toughened Glass (20mm); low-E coating
 

Glass Build Up2

Thermally broken Aluminium Frame 
Structural Silicone Seal
Concrete Upstand

Upstand Build Up1 Drain Channel

1

Concrete Slab
Gravel
Filter Layer (water-repellent)
Thermal Insulation (350mm)
Breathable Waterproof Membrane
Primer
Structural Concrete Slab
Edge Beam
XPS Rigid Foam (20mm)
Vapour Membrane 

Roof Build Up

2 Angle Fillet

3 External Insulation 
Composite System (ETICS); 
external Galvanized Steel 
Sheet; Copper-Coloured Paint 
Finish (1.5mm)

PARAPET DETAIL
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WALKABLE SKYLIGHT DETAIL




