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Abstract

This project explores a revalidation strategy for a neglected and contested neighborhood in Tirana,
Albania, whose physical state narrates the historical, political, and social conditions of the place:
walls dividing once large gardens, symbols of individual desires that came after the fall of the
communist regime, informal extensions to traditional houses, all paired with significant damage
from top-down initiatives for grand architectural projects.

Acknowledging limited labor, financial constraints, and time pressures, the project advocates for a
capacity-driven approach. The strategy comprises a series of scalable architectural and urban
interventions. These range from small modifications, such as brick-supported openings in walls to
reconnect divided spaces, to more ambitious projects like a Neighborhood Center that serves as a
communal building. Collectively, these interventions act as catalysts, creating a system whose
impact grows through interconnectedness and active use. The project demonstrates how
intentional design can enable meaningful urban transformation while respecting the complexities
of difficult contexts.

25-10-2017 KM



Faculty of Architecture and the Built Environment, TU Delft Supervised by:
Chair Interiors, Buildings, Cities

Asst. Prof. Mark Pimlott

The Independent Group Graduation Studio 2024 Prof. Daniel Rosbottom

ir. Koen Mulder

The Neighborhood: Revalidating Tirana’s Vernacular

A Story of Repair

Irvi Cela, April 2024 P5 Presentation



#R(ju): a futile repair performance, by Chenyuhan Zuo

| instrumentalize architectural figures of different scales (from
brick posts to buildings) and histories, to create a system of
things that allows the revalidation of the Neighborhood, now in
an endangered state.



Situating the Neighborhood in the city and its dynamics

Irvi Cela, March 2024 P4 Presentation
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Situating the Neighborhood in the city and its dynamics:
historic events that have shaped the production of architecture in Tirana.

1917: first documentation of Tirana
1939: Fascist occupation of Albania by Italian

1921: Tirana becomes a capital city : B :
18- 19th century: architecture as a byproduct of feudal aggressions 1280: Eall okibe segime: Speculanons

1912: Albanian Independence,

: : .. : . 1944: Arrival of the C 1st Regi
16th century: first settlements an identity crisis for all capital cities of the Balkans frivat O1 the LOmuiunst Regine

1927: arrival of Italian borgeois in the city:
the villa as a manifestation of colonial aspirations



The Neighborhood throughout the histories of the city:
archival investigation

1917: first documentation of Tirana 1921: Tirana becomes capital city 1927: arrival of the Italian borgeois in the city:
the villa as a manifestation of colonial aspirations
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The Neighborhood between visits:
rendering their implications visible, by means of redrawing

The Neighborhood in 1937

The Neighborhood in 1917




The Neighborhood between visits

rendering their implications visible, by means of redrawing

The Neighborhood in 2020

The Neighborhood in 1989




The Neighborhood now:
its ground conditions

paving
garden

asphalt (road, parking lot)

paving (tiles)




The Neighborhood now:
its architecture types as historic evidence
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The Neighborhood now:
its architecture types as historic evidence
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The Neighborhood now:
an architectural amalgam

On the one hand, urban manifestations of the
recent times include the erection of walls which
seclude gardens within. Such acts are seen
as materializations of individualized desires
induced by the fall of the regime and loss of
belief in the collective.




The Neighborhood now:
an architectural amalgam

On the other hand they include the destruction of
other walls, to pave the way for new impositions,
too, informed, by individualized desires.




The Neighborhood:

problematization Tirana - Tirane
15 August 2023 14:53

Demolition for the sake of urban development.
Architectures of the past are stigmatized.

Shown here, the demolition of an old vernacular
house last summer, which I witnessed while
being on site.




The Neighborhood:
problematization

Stuck in a legal limbo, as second degree
monuments, the majority of these old vernacular
houses are left to decay.




The Neighborhood:
problematization

Ottoman Tirana, demolished during the Italian occupation, 1940. Italian occupied Tirana, demolished in May 2019. Courtesy of
Courtesy of Richard Busch. millonaliu.

This is part of a larger problem, in the way the
city 1s being developed recently. It seems that
Tirana has gained its legitimacy as a city only
with the arival of starchitects.



The Neighborhood:
problematization

Proposal forthe new National Theatre of Albania,
by Bjarke Ingels Architect. Ultranationalism
and megalomanic ideas produce questionable
architecture.




The Neighborhood:
problematization

The Neighborhood has been threatened for
many years now. Very little attention has been
given to it by the responsible authorities.



The Neighborhood:
problematization

This villa built during the Italian colonial visits
of the 1920s has been at disuse since the fall of
the regime.



The Neighborhood:
problematization

The villa, holds particular significance to the
inhabitants of the neighborhood, due to its
difficult history. In the late 60s, it became a
residency for officers of the Secret Surveillance
Agency of Albania. In its basement, 7 members
of the Begeja family, were assassinated.

Even though a second-degree monument, no
attention 1s given to it by the officials.




The Neighborhood:
problematization

“We just want it that 1t has life inside.  have
offered to transform it into a kindergarten,
or after-school facility for kids, but nothing.
The French Embassy promised help to us,
but nothing’s happened yet.”

Xhimi Begeja, co-owner of the Villa, in conversation with the author, March 2023.

The villa, holds particular significance to the
inhabitants of the neighborhood, due to its
difficult history. In the late 60s, it became a
residency for officers of the Secret Surveillance
Agency of Albania. In its basement, 7 members
of the Begeja family, were assassinated.

Even though a second-degree monument, no
attention 1s given to it by the officials.




The Neighborhood
problematization
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The Neighborhood:
problematization

"Open Gates", a project for the revitalization and
preservation of old Tirana villas

Author: Elira Kadriu & May 26, 2021

e — )

“Morning coffee should be drank with good
company and at the comfort of your own
place. I’ve been always telling my friends
here, 1in the neighborhood, that we should
do something about it - 1t’s going to waste.”

Xhimi Begeja, co-owner of the Villa, in conversation with the author, March 2023.

O] Jinlol=]O] +

The villa of Xhimi Begeja stands out from the other houses that stand on the main street
of Dibra.

With the status of Monument Culture, the second category, it is well-maintained down
to the last detail, unlike many decades-old buildings built during the Italian occupation,
lined up on the main street, which mainly have a commercial function.

Article covered by Elira Kadriu, Citizens
Channel.



The Neighborhood:
field work

In the Neighborhood, for one month.



The Neighborhood:
field work.......

Project Title: n'oborr (at the garden)
Project Description: This activity centers around envisioning shared futures for the
neighborhaod bordered by Rruga e Dibres and Rruga e Sarareve, taking into account the dait
practices that have shaped the identity of the neighborhood and challenged its thresholds.
Addionally  explore the niovel complexties that have aisen over time in the gardens
bordered by the walls pertaining the site, with th
aim shedding light on new

regarding heritag: ially, ownership.

Observation Date: ¢ _ August, 2023
Location: Tirana, Albania
Conducted by:

Arba Bekteshi, Urban Anthropologist,
Irvi Cela, Master Student of Architecture and Urbanism.
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[End of Day] Ethnographic Log

Project Title: n'oborr (at the garden)

Project Description: This activity centers around envisioning shared futures for the
neighborhood bordered by Rruga e Dibres and Rruga e Sarareve, taking into account the daily
practices that have shaped the identity of the neighborhood and challenged its thresholds.
Additionally, it explores the novel complexities that have arisen over time in the gardens
bordered by the walls pertaining the site, human-to-h with the
aim shedding light on new perspectives regarding heritage and especially, ownership.

Observation Date:/5 _ August, 2023
Location: Tirana, Albania
‘Conducted by:

Arba Bekteshi, Urban Anthropologist,
Irvi ;iels, Master Student of Architecture and Urbanism

Observation Summary:
[White a concise summary of the key observations made during the day. Focus on significant
events, behaviors, interactions, or changes thal could be relevant to the research objectives.)
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Project Title: n'oborr (at the garden)

Project is activity shared futures for the
neighborhood bordered by Rruga e Dibres and Rruga e Sarareve, taking into account the daily
practices that have shaped the dentity of the neighborhood and challenged its threshoids.
Additionally, it explores the novel complexities that have arisen over time in the gardens
bordered by the walls pertaining the site, ht with the
aim shedding light on new perspectives regarding heritage and especially, ownership.

Observation Date: (0 August, 2023
Location: Tirana, Albania
Conducted by:

Arba Bekteshi, Urban Anthropologist,
lovi Cola, Master Student of Architecture and Urbanism
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[End of Day] Ethnographic Log

Project Title: n'oborr (at the garden)

Project Description: This activity centers around envisioning shared futures for the
neighborhood bordered by Rruga e Dibres and Rruga e Sarareve, taking ln!o aoeounl the daily
practices that have shaped the identity of the and

Additionally, it explores the novel complexities that huve arisen ower time in lhe gardens
bordared by the walls the site, 1o with the
aim shedding light on new perspectives regarding hemage and especially, ownership.

Observation Date: /¥ _ August, 2023
Location: Tirana, Albania
Conducted by:

Arba Bekteshi, Urban Anthropologist,
Ir:n‘cﬂ Master Student of Architecture and Urbanism

Observation Summary:

[Write a concise summary of the key observations made during the day. Focus on significant

events, behaviors, interactions, or changes that could be relevant to the research objectives.]
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Project Title: n'oborr (at the garden) e
roject ion: This activity centers around ing shared futures for thdk”

neighborhood bordered by Rruga e Dibres and Rruga e Sarareve, taking into accouft the daly

practices that have shaped the identity of the neighborhood and challenged its tpesholds.

Additionally, it explores the novel complexities that have arisen over time in the ghrdens

bordered by the walls pertaining the site, challenging human-to-human entanglerents, ith

aim shedding light on new perspecives regarding heritage and especially, ownarship. g

Observation Date: ! _August, 202
Location: Tirana, Albania
Conducted by:

Arba Bekteshi, Urban Anthropologist,
- Invi Gela, Master Student of Architecture and Urbanism.

Observation Summary:
[Write a concise summary of the key observations made during the day. Focus on significant
events, behaviors, interactions, or changes that could be relevant to the research objectives)
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The Neighborhood:
field work

Herbartum collected in the gardens of the
neighborhood.
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People of the Neighborhood: Cimi.






















The Neighborhood:
towards a proposal

Before opening itself to the rest of Tirana, the Neighborhood has to
expose 1tself to i1ts own people. By unlocking areas stuck between
walls, places can be reclaimed by the citizens, in which daily life can
be narrated and contained. New senses of ownership and belonging

start to emerge, allowing for new ways of using the Neighborhood
- namely, from within.



The Neighborhood:
towards a proposal

Existing access points to the Neighborhood.




The Neighborhood:
towards a proposal

Opportunity for new passages, allowing the
neighborhood to be used from within.




The Neighborhood:
towards a proposal

Opportunity for revitalization of two territories:
the backyard of the Italian Villa and the empty
land on which the vernacular house demolished
in the summer used to sit,




The Neighborhood:
towards a proposal

Found elements, needy of adjustments.




The Neighborhood:
towards a proposal

Adjustments. Addition of pergolas as a means
of suggesting use for the buildings.
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The Neighborhood:
towards a proposal

Urban incisions. The making of public gardens.




The Neighborhood: AN P T2 ORI BN
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The addition of a new volume as a community
center.




The Neighborhood:
towards a proposal




The Neighborhood:
to the Villa

The design proposal (in blue) for the Villa aims
to create a new front for it. Newly formed spaces
are signified by planting a linden tree, many of
which are found in the Neighborhood.




The Neighborhood:
to the Villa :

An Italian lady, at the Bazaar, near our Neighborhood. Circa 1930.




The Neighborhood

to the Villa




The Neighborhood:
to the Villa = /
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The posts reinforcing the brick wall form the
entrance to the passage.



The Neighborhood:
to the Villa

To the Villa, inside the garden room. Reclaimed
walls washed in lime.



The Neighborhood:
to the Villa

Awedding in Tirana. On view, a hajat, Mediterranean porch/pergola.




The Neighborhood:
to the Villa
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spatial sequences: the urban incision, the garden room, the garden of the Villa.




The Neighborhood:
to the Villa
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The pergola is an reinterpretation of the vernacular version. They both establish
thresholds between inside and outside.




View from the pergola.




The Neighborhood:
to the Villa

View from the pergola.



The Neighborhood:
to the Villa
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Section through the urban green pocket.
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Adding fertile soil and planting seedlings.




Watering the greenery.
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The Neighborhood:
to the Center
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The Neighborhood:
to the Center
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The Neighborhood:

to the Center
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The Neighborhood:
to the Center
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The Neighborhood:
to the Center
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The Neighborhood:
to the Center
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