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I n  m a n y  c i t i e s ,  t h e  t r a i n  s t a t i o n  a c t s  a s  b o t h  a n  i m p o r t a n t  n o d e  i n  t h e
t r a n s p o r t  n e t w o r k  a n d  a  p h y s i c a l  a n d  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  b a r r i e r  d i v i d i n g
c o m m u n i t i e s  ( C a v a l l o ,  2 0 0 8 ) .  S t a t i o n s  o f t e n  h a v e  a  w e l l - d e v e l o p e d  “ f r o n t ”
s i d e  f a c i n g  t h e  c i t y  c e n t e r  a n d  a  n e g l e c t e d  “ b a c k ”  s i d e  t h a t  r e s i d e n t s  a v o i d
o r  p e r c e i v e  n e g a t i v e l y  ( P e t e r s ,  2 0 2 3 ) .  A l m e l o  C e n t r a l  S t a t i o n  e x e m p l i f i e s
t h i s  d u a l  r o l e .  O n  o n e  h a n d ,  i t  l i n k s  A l m e l o  t o  b r o a d e r  r e g i o n a l  a n d  n a t i o n a l
r a i l  n e t w o r k s ;  o n  t h e  o t h e r ,  t h e  r a i l w a y  t r a c k s  a n d  s t a t i o n  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e
s p l i t  t h e  c i t y  t h r o u g h  i t s  t r a c k s .  I t  i s  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  S p o o r b o u w m e e s t e r ,
t h e  D u t c h  r a i l w a y  d e s i g n  s u p e r v i s o r ,  t o  r e v e r s e  t h i s  t r e n d ,  a s  r e f l e c t e d  i n
i t s  a d o p t e d  p o l i c y  c a l l e d  ' S p o o r b e e l d ' .
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T h e  t r a i n  s t a t i o n  o f  t h e  f u t u r e  i s  m o r e
t h a n  j u s t  a  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  h u b  i t  a c t s
a s  a  c a t a l y s t  f o r  u r b a n  d e v e l o p m e n t
a n d  s o c i a l  c o h e s i o n .  P u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t
u s a g e  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  s i g n i f i c a n t l y
i n c r e a s e  t o w a r d s  2 0 4 0 ,  d r i v e n  b y
u r b a n  d e n s i f i c a t i o n ,  p o p u l a t i o n
g r o w t h ,  a n d  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  g o a l s
( M i n i s t e r i e  v a n  I n f r a s t r u c t u u r  e n
W a t e r s t a a t ,  2 0 2 1 ) .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,
r a i l w a y  s t a t i o n s  w i l l  b e c o m e  c e n t r a l
e l e m e n t s  i n  s h a p i n g  c i t i e s ,  e n h a n c i n g
u r b a n  q u a l i t y ,  a n d  i m p r o v i n g  t h e  d a i l y
l i v e s  o f  t h e i r  i n h a b i t a n t s . I m a g e  1 :  c r e a t e d  b y  P r o r a i l



I n  m a n y  m i d - s i z e d  c i t i e s ,  t r a i n  s t a t i o n s  f u n c t i o n  n o t  o n l y  a s  n o d e s  i n
t r a n s p o r t  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  b u t  a l s o  a s  u r b a n  b a r r i e r s  t h a t  r e i n f o r c e  s o c i o -
s p a t i a l  d i v i s i o n s .  A l m e l o  C e n t r a l  S t a t i o n  e x e m p l i f i e s  t h i s  d u a l i t y .  W h i l e  i t
c o n n e c t s  t h e  c i t y  t o  n a t i o n a l  r a i l  n e t w o r k s ,  i t  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  s e v e r s  s p a t i a l
a n d  s o c i a l  t i e s  b e t w e e n  s u r r o u n d i n g  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  p a r t i c u l a r l y
K e r k e l a n d e n ,  I n d i ë t e r r e i n ,  a n d  t h e  c i t y  c e n t e r .  T h e s e  d i v i s i o n s  g o  b e y o n d
m e r e  p h y s i c a l  s e p a r a t i o n ;  t h e y  s h a p e  h o w  r e s i d e n t s  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d
n a v i g a t e  t h e i r  e n v i r o n m e n t .  

F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  r e s i d e n t s  f r o m  K e r k e l a n d e n  r e p o r t  f e e l i n g s  o f  e x c l u s i o n ,
u n e a s e ,  a n d  l i m i t e d  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  c i t y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  u s i n g  t h e
u n d e r p a s s ,  w h i c h  i s  o f t e n  p e r c e i v e d  a s  u n s a f e  o r  i n h o s p i t a b l e .  S u c h
p e r c e p t i o n s  r e d u c e  t h e  f r e q u e n c y  o f  c r o s s - n e i g h b o r h o o d  i n t e r a c t i o n  a n d
c o n t r i b u t e  t o  c y c l e s  o f  s p a t i a l  n e g l e c t ,  d i s i n v e s t m e n t ,  a n d  s o c i a l  a l i e n a t i o n .

T h e s e  e f f e c t s  a r e  n o t  i n c i d e n t a l  t h e y  r e p r o d u c e  b r o a d e r  i n e q u a l i t i e s  i n
v i s i b i l i t y ,  a c c e s s  t o  a m e n i t i e s ,  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  p u b l i c  l i f e .  T h e  d i v i s i o n
u n d e r m i n e s  t h e  s t a t i o n ’ s  p o t e n t i a l  a s  a  c o n n e c t i v e  c i v i c  s p a c e .  T h i s  r e s e a r c h
s t a r t s  f r o m  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  t h o u g h t f u l  u r b a n  d e s i g n  c a n  h e l p  t o
c o u n t e r a c t  t h e s e  d i v i s i o n s .  T h e  d e s i g n  p r o p o s a l  t h e r e f o r e  a i m s  n o t  j u s t  t o
i m p r o v e  p h y s i c a l  c o n n e c t i v i t y  b u t  t o  f o s t e r  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a n d  s o c i a l
r e c o n n e c t i o n ,  c r e a t i n g  a  s t a t i o n  e n v i r o n m e n t  t h a t  f e e l s  s h a r e d ,  i n c l u s i v e ,
a n d  m e a n i n g f u l  t o  a l l  u s e r s .

U s i n g  a  S e q u e n t i a l  E x p l o r a t o r y  S t r a t e g y ,  t h e  s t u d y  f i r s t  e m p l o y s  q u a l i t a t i v e
m e t h o d s :  s i t e  a n a l y s i s ,  s e m i - s t r u c t u r e d  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  r e s i d e n t s ,  m u n i c i p a l
o f f i c i a l s ,  e n t r e p r e n e u r s ,  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  l e a d e r s ,  a n d  c a s e  s t u d y  r e s e a r c h  o f
s u c c e s s f u l  s t a t i o n  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  i n  c i t i e s  s u c h  a s  D e l f t  a n d  R o t t e r d a m .
T h e  f i n d i n g s  r e v e a l  t h a t  A l m e l o ’ s  s t a t i o n  a r e a  l a c k s  t h e  s p a t i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n ,
s a f e t y ,  a n d  i d e n t i t y  n e e d e d  t o  s e r v e  a s  a  g e n u i n e  c o n n e c t o r  b e t w e e n
n e i g h b o r h o o d s .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  o n  t h e  K e r k e l a n d e n  s i d e ,  w e a k  p u b l i c  r e a l m
d e s i g n  a n d  a  l a c k  o f  v i s i b i l i t y  a n d  a m e n i t i e s  r e i n f o r c e  a  s e n s e  o f
m a r g i n a l i z a t i o n  a n d  s o c i a l  d i s t a n c e .

T h e  r e s e a r c h  i s  g u i d e d  b y  a n  i n t e g r a t e d  t h e o r e t i c a l  f r a m e w o r k  t h a t  i n c l u d e s
J a n e  J a c o b s ’  t h e o r y  o f  s o c i a l  c a p i t a l ,  K e v i n  L y n c h ’ s  c o n c e p t  o f  u r b a n
l e g i b i l i t y ,  T r a n s i t - O r i e n t e d  D e v e l o p m e n t  ( T O D ) ,  a n d  t h e  S p o o r b e e l d  d e s i g n
v i s i o n .  T h e s e  f r a m e w o r k s  h i g h l i g h t  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  s p a t i a l  p e r m e a b i l i t y ,
f u n c t i o n a l  d i v e r s i t y ,  a n d  i d e n t i t y  i n  f o s t e r i n g  i n c l u s i v e  p u b l i c  s p a c e s .
A n a l y s i s  s h o w s  t h a t  A l m e l o ’ s  s t a t i o n  u n d e r p e r f o r m s  a s  b o t h  a  t r a n s p o r t
n o d e  a n d  a n  u r b a n  p l a c e ,  w i t h  c u r r e n t  d e s i g n  e l e m e n t s  f a i l i n g  t o  e n c o u r a g e
i n f o r m a l  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  o r  a  s e n s e  o f  s h a r e d  b e l o n g i n g .
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T h e  s t u d y  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  A l m e l o ’ s  f u t u r e  s t a t i o n  d e s i g n  m u s t  g o  b e y o n d
m o b i l i t y  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  a n d  a d d r e s s  d e e p e r  s o c i a l  a n d  s p a t i a l  f r a g m e n t a t i o n .
T h i s  r e q u i r e s  a  h u m a n - c e n t e r e d  d e s i g n  s t r a t e g y  t h a t  i m p r o v e s  s i g h t l i n e s ,
s p a t i a l  l o g i c ,  a n d  p r o g r a m m a t i c  d i v e r s i t y ,  w h i l e  a l s o  e m b e d d i n g  A l m e l o ’ s
i n d u s t r i a l  h e r i t a g e  i n t o  t h e  s p a t i a l  e x p e r i e n c e .  L e s s o n s  f r o m  c o m p a r a b l e
c i t i e s  s h o w  t h a t  e v e n  m o d e s t  i n t e r v e n t i o n s  w h e n  r o o t e d  i n  l o c a l  i d e n t i t y
a n d  c o m m u n i t y  n e e d s  c a n  t r a n s f o r m  t r a n s i t  z o n e s  i n t o  v i b r a n t ,  i n c l u s i v e
u r b a n  e n v i r o n m e n t s .

T h i s  r e s e a r c h  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  b r o a d e r  d e b a t e s  o n  h o w  s t a t i o n  a r e a s  c a n  a c t
a s  c a t a l y s t s  f o r  u r b a n  c o h e s i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  d i v i s i o n .  I t  p r o v i d e s  b o t h
a n a l y t i c a l  i n s i g h t s  a n d  p r a c t i c a l  g u i d a n c e  f o r  A l m e l o ’ s  S p o o r z o n e
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a i m i n g  t o  r e c o n n e c t  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  c i t y ’ s
c o l l e c t i v e  i d e n t i t y  t h r o u g h  d e s i g n .
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R e s e a r c h  d i a g r a m  c r e a t e d  b y  a u t h o r

T h i s  d i a g r a m  v i s u a l i z e s  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h ,  c o n n e c t i n g  m e t h o d s ,
t h e m e s ,  a n d  t h e o r i e s .  C e n t r a l  t h e m e s — O w n e r s h i p ,  U r b a n  S t r a t e g i e s ,  a n d
T h e  S t a t i o n  o f  t h e  F u t u r e — r e f l e c t  t h e  a i m  o f  t r a n s f o r m i n g  A l m e l o ’ s  s t a t i o n
i n t o  a  c o n n e c t i v e ,  i n c l u s i v e  u r b a n  s p a c e .  M e t h o d s  s u c h  a s  o b s e r v a t i o n s ,
i n t e r v i e w s ,  m a p p i n g ,  a n d  c a s e  s t u d i e s  g e n e r a t e d  f i n d i n g s  p l a c e d  w i t h i n
t h e s e  t h e m e s .  O v e r l a p p i n g  a r e a s  s h o w  s h a r e d  i s s u e s  l i k e  s o c i a l  d e t a c h m e n t .
E a c h  m e t h o d  i s  l i n k e d  t o  a  t h e o r y — S o c i a l  C a p i t a l ,  S p a t i a l  P e r c e p t i o n ,  T O D ,
a n d  S p o o r b e e l d — w h i c h  g u i d e d  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  T h e s e  t h e o r i e s  a r e  t r a n s l a t e d
i n t o  c o n c l u s i o n s  ( e . g . ,  “ D e s i g n  t h e  s t a t i o n  a s  c i t y  s p a c e ” ) ,  i n f o r m i n g  a
s t r a t e g i c  v i s i o n .
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T h e  c e n t r a l  r e s e a r c h  q u e s t i o n  g u i d i n g  t h i s  s t u d y  i s :  T o  w h a t  l e v e l s  c a n
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  a n d  u r b a n  d e s i g n  i n t e r v e n t i o n s  i n  t h e  A l m e l o  t r a i n  s t a t i o n
a r e a  r e d u c e  t h e  p h y s i c a l  a n d  s o c i a l  d i s c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  n e i g h b o r h o o d s ,
a n d  t h e r e b y  e n h a n c e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  l o c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  c o m m u n i t y
i n t e g r a t i o n  o n  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  r a i l w a y  t r a c k s ?  

I n  a d d r e s s i n g  t h i s  q u e s t i o n ,  t h e  r e s e a r c h  e x a m i n e s  f o u r  a s p e c t s :  ( 1 )  t h e
e x t e n t  t o  w h i c h  A l m e l o ’ s  r a i l w a y  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  a n d  p l a n n i n g  d e c i s i o n s  h a v e
c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  d i v i d e ,  ( 2 )  h o w  t h e  u n i q u e  i d e n t i t y  o f  A l m e l o  c a n  b e
r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  s t a t i o n ’ s  d e s i g n  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  a  s h a r e d  s e n s e  o f  b e l o n g i n g ,
a n d  ( 3 )  w h a t  u r b a n  d e s i g n  s t r a t e g i e s  f r o m  o t h e r  c i t i e s  c a n  i n f o r m  t h e
b r i d g i n g  o f  p h y s i c a l  b a r r i e r s  a r o u n d  s t a t i o n  a r e a s . ( 4 )  w h a t  e m e r g i n g  t r e n d s
a n d  r e q u i r e m e n t s  c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h e  ‘ s t a t i o n  o f  t h e  f u t u r e ’ ,  a n d  h o w  c a n
A l m e l o  p r o a c t i v e l y  a n t i c i p a t e  t h e s e  d e v e l o p m e n t s  t h r o u g h  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  a n d
u r b a n  d e s i g n  i n t e r v e n t i o n s  i n  i t s  s t a t i o n  a r e a ?  B y  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e s e  p o i n t s ,
t h e  s t u d y  a i m s  t o  g e n e r a t e  a  d e s i g n  a p p r o a c h  t h a t  a l i g n s  w i t h  b e s t  p r a c t i c e s
i n  s t a t i o n  a r e a  p l a n n i n g  ( L o u k a i t o u - S i d e r i s  &  P e t e r s ,  2 0 2 0 )  a n d  t h e  s p e c i f i c
n e e d s  o f  A l m e l o .
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T h i s  r e s e a r c h  d r a w s  o n  a n  i n t e g r a t e d  t h e o r e t i c a l  f r a m e w o r k  t h a t  b r i n g s
t o g e t h e r  i n s i g h t s  f r o m  s o c i a l  c a p i t a l  t h e o r y ,  s p a t i a l  p e r c e p t i o n ,  t r a n s i t -
o r i e n t e d  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  c o n t e m p o r a r y  d e s i g n  p r i n c i p l e s  f o r  s t a t i o n
e n v i r o n m e n t s .  T o g e t h e r ,  t h e s e  p e r s p e c t i v e s  o f f e r  t o o l s  f o r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g
h o w  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  a n d  u r b a n  i n t e r v e n t i o n s  c a n  t r a n s f o r m  A l m e l o ’ s  t r a i n
s t a t i o n  a r e a  f r o m  a  d i v i d i n g  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  i n t o  a  s o c i a l l y  i n c l u s i v e  a n d
s p a t i a l l y  i n t e g r a t e d  p a r t  o f  t h e  c i t y .

J a n e  J a c o b s ’  ( 1 9 6 1 )  t h e o r y  o f  s o c i a l  c a p i t a l  h i g h l i g h t s  t h e  r o l e  o f  v i b r a n t ,
m i x e d - u s e  p u b l i c  s p a c e s  i n  b u i l d i n g  t r u s t ,  i n f o r m a l  n e t w o r k s ,  a n d  a  s e n s e  o f
b e l o n g i n g .  H e r  i d e a s  a b o u t  “ e y e s  o n  t h e  s t r e e t ”  a n d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f
e v e r y d a y  e n c o u n t e r s  i n  p u b l i c  s p a c e  c o n t i n u e  t o  i n f l u e n c e  u r b a n  d e s i g n
s t r a t e g i e s  a i m e d  a t  f o s t e r i n g  s a f e t y  a n d  i n t e r a c t i o n .  J a c o b s  a r g u e s  t h a t
t r u s t  w i t h i n  c i t y  s t r e e t s  d e v e l o p s  t h r o u g h  r e p e a t e d  c a s u a l  c o n t a c t s  w h a t  s h e
d e s c r i b e s  a s  t h e  “ s i d e w a l k  b a l l e t ”  i n  w h i c h  f a m i l i a r  f a c e s  a n d  p a s s i v e
s u r v e i l l a n c e  r e i n f o r c e  a  s h a r e d  s e n s e  o f  c o m f o r t  a n d  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  ( J a c o b s ,
1 9 6 1 ,  p p .  4 2 ,  1 6 8 ) .  I n  A l m e l o  ( s t a t i o n  a r e a ) ,  h o w e v e r ,  s u c h  p a t t e r n s  a r e
l a r g e l y  a b s e n t .  T h e  p e d e s t r i a n  u n d e r p a s s  w h i l e  i n t e n d e d  t o  c o n n e c t
n e i g h b o r h o o d s  f a i l s  t o  c u l t i v a t e  t h e  k i n d  o f  s o c i a l  f a m i l i a r i t y  a n d  v i s u a l
p r e s e n c e  J a c o b s  d e e m s  e s s e n t i a l .  I n s t e a d ,  t h e  s p a c e  r e m a i n s  u n d e r u s e d ,
v i s u a l l y  o p a q u e ,  a n d  s o c i a l l y  d e t a c h e d ,  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f
i n s e c u r i t y  a n d  d i s c o n n e c t i o n .

K e v i n  L y n c h  ( 1 9 6 0 )  e m p h a s i z e s  i n  T h e  I m a g e  o f  t h e  C i t y  t h a t  u r b a n  e l e m e n t s
s u c h  a s  p a t h s ,  e d g e s ,  d i s t r i c t s ,  n o d e s ,  a n d  l a n d m a r k s  t o g e t h e r  s h a p e  t h e
m e n t a l  i m a g e  o f  a  c i t y ,  f o s t e r i n g  a  s e n s e  o f  s a f e t y  a n d  o r i e n t a t i o n  ( p p .  5 0 –
5 9 ,  7 4 – 7 8 ) .  H i s  c o n c e p t  o f  n o d e s  p l a c e s  w h e r e  p e o p l e  c o n v e r g e ,  m a k e
d e c i s i o n s ,  o r  p a u s e  t e m p o r a r i l y  ( p p .  9 8 ,  1 0 6 )  o f f e r s  v a l u a b l e  i n s i g h t s  f o r
s t a t i o n  e n v i r o n m e n t s .  N o d e s  f u n c t i o n  a s  u r b a n  a n c h o r s :  t h e y  a r e
r e c o g n i z a b l e ,  m u l t i d i r e c t i o n a l ,  a n d  p r o m o t e  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n .  I n  t h e  c a s e
o f  A l m e l o ,  t h i s  p o t e n t i a l  i s  o n l y  p a r t i a l l y  r e a l i z e d .  W h i l e  t h e  m o n u m e n t a l
s t a t i o n  h a l l  a c t s  a s  a  l a n d m a r k ,  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a  l a c k s  t h e  q u a l i t i e s  o f  a
t r u e  n o d e :  t h e r e  a r e  n o  c l e a r  a c c e s s  r o u t e s ,  i n v i t i n g  g a t h e r i n g  s p a c e s ,  o r
s p a t i a l  c u e s  t h a t  s t i m u l a t e  e n c o u n t e r s .  
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T h e  n o d e - p l a c e  m o d e l  d e v e l o p e d  b y  B e r t o l i n i  a n d  C h o r u s  ( 2 0 1 1 ) ,  b u i l d i n g
u p o n  L y n c h ’ s  i d e a s ,  s t r e s s e s  t h a t  s t a t i o n s  c r e a t e  v a l u e  o n l y  w h e n  t h e y
f u n c t i o n  b o t h  a s  m o b i l i t y  h u b s  ( n o d e s )  a n d  a s  p l a c e s  o f  u r b a n  l i f e  ( p l a c e s ) .
I n  A l m e l o ,  t h i s  b a l a n c e  i s  l a c k i n g :  t h e  s t a t i o n  p e r f o r m s  a d e q u a t e l y  a s  a
t r a n s p o r t  n o d e  b u t  f a i l s  t o  s u p p o r t  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  o r  g e n e r a t e  m e a n i n g
i n  t h e  p u b l i c  r e a l m ,  t h e r e b y  r e i n f o r c i n g  s o c i o - s p a t i a l  s e g r e g a t i o n .

T r a n s i t - O r i e n t e d  D e v e l o p m e n t  ( T O D )  s e r v e s  a s  a n o t h e r  f o u n d a t i o n a l
c o n c e p t .  T O D  p r o m o t e s  c o m p a c t ,  w a l k a b l e ,  a n d  m i x e d - u s e  d e v e l o p m e n t
o r g a n i z e d  a r o u n d  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  ( L o u k a i t o u - S i d e r i s  &  P e t e r s ,  2 0 2 0 ) .
I n  t h e  D u t c h  c o n t e x t ,  P e e k ,  B e r t o l i n i ,  a n d  d e  J o n g e  ( 2 0 0 6 )  h a v e  e x p l o r e d
h o w  T O D  p r i n c i p l e s  c a n  b e  a d a p t e d  t o  c r e a t e  i n t e g r a t e d  a n d  l i v a b l e  s t a t i o n
a r e a s ,  e m p h a s i z i n g  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  m u l t i - f u n c t i o n a l i t y ,  a c c e s s i b i l i t y ,  a n d
s p a t i a l  q u a l i t y .  T h e  S p o o r z o n e  A l m e l o  p r o j e c t  r e f l e c t s  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e s e
p r i n c i p l e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i t s  a i m  t o  d e n s i f y  a n d  d i v e r s i f y  t h e  u r b a n  f a b r i c
a r o u n d  t h e  s t a t i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  T O D  r e s e a r c h  w a r n s  t h a t  w i t h o u t  d e l i b e r a t e
s p a t i a l  i n t e r v e n t i o n s ,  r a i l  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  c a n  e x a c e r b a t e  p h y s i c a l  a n d  s o c i a l
d i v i d e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  m i t i g a t e  t h e m .

T o  c o m p l e m e n t  t h e s e  f r a m e w o r k s ,  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  a l s o  a d o p t s  t h e  S p o o r b e e l d
d e s i g n  v i s i o n ,  d e v e l o p e d  b y  B u r e a u  S p o o r b o u w m e e s t e r  ( 2 0 2 0 )  f o r  N S  a n d
P r o R a i l .  S p o o r b e e l d  p r i o r i t i z e s  s p a t i a l  q u a l i t y ,  a c c e s s i b i l i t y ,  i d e n t i t y ,
s u s t a i n a b i l i t y ,  a n d  s o c i a l  v a l u e  i n  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  s t a t i o n s  a n d  t h e i r
s u r r o u n d i n g s .  I t  c o n s i d e r s  s t a t i o n  a r e a s  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  u r b a n  a n d  s o c i a l
f a b r i c  s p a c e s  o f  d a i l y  l i f e  r a t h e r  t h a n  p u r e l y  i n f r a s t r u c t u r a l  z o n e s .  G i v e n
A l m e l o ’ s  f r a g m e n t e d  u r b a n  s t r u c t u r e  a n d  i n d u s t r i a l  c h a r a c t e r ,  t h e
S p o o r b e e l d  p r i n c i p l e s  o f f e r  v a l u a b l e  g u i d a n c e  f o r  r e i m a g i n i n g  t h e  s t a t i o n
a r e a  a s  a  p l a c e  o f  c o n t i n u i t y ,  b e l o n g i n g ,  a n d  i n t e g r a t i o n .

T o g e t h e r ,  t h e s e  t h e o r e t i c a l  f r a m e w o r k s  J a c o b s ’  f o c u s  o n  s o c i a l  l i f e ,  L y n c h ’ s
a n d  B e r t o l i n i ’ s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  s p a t i a l  s t r u c t u r e  a n d  p e r c e p t i o n ,  T O D ’ s
i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  m o b i l i t y  a n d  u r b a n  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  S p o o r b e e l d ’ s  e m p h a s i s
o n  h u m a n - c e n t e r e d  s t a t i o n  d e s i g n  s u p p o r t  a  d e s i g n - d r i v e n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n
i n t o  A l m e l o ’ s  c u r r e n t  c h a l l e n g e s .  T h e y  f o r m  a  c o h e r e n t  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r
d e v e l o p i n g  s p a t i a l  i n t e r v e n t i o n s  t h a t  t r a n s f o r m  t h e  A l m e l o  s t a t i o n  a r e a  i n t o
a  s a f e ,  i n c l u s i v e ,  a n d  m e a n i n g f u l  u r b a n  s p a c e  t h a t  a c t i v e l y  c o n n e c t s  r a t h e r
t h a n  s e p a r a t e s .
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T h i s  r e s e a r c h  f o l l o w s  a  S e q u e n t i a l
E x p l o r a t o r y  S t r a t e g y  ( S a n d e l o w s k i  e t
a l . ,  2 0 1 1 ) ,  b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  q u a l i t a t i v e
d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n  t o  e x p l o r e  t h e
c o m p l e x i t i e s  o f  A l m e l o ’ s  s t a t i o n
a r e a ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  p o t e n t i a l
q u a n t i t a t i v e  a p p l i c a t i o n  i n  f u t u r e
s t a g e s .  B y  c o m b i n i n g  m u l t i p l e
q u a l i t a t i v e  m e t h o d s ,  t h e  s t u d y  a i m s
t o  d e v e l o p  a  d e e p  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f
s p a t i a l ,  s o c i a l ,  a n d  i n f r a s t r u c t u r a l
i s s u e s  t o  i n f o r m  p r a c t i c a l  d e s i g n
s o l u t i o n s .

A  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  s i t e  a n a l y s i s  a n d
o b s e r v a t i o n a l  s t u d y  w a s  c a r r i e d  o u t
t o  a s s e s s  t h e  s t a t i o n  a n d  i t s
s u r r o u n d i n g  u r b a n  f a b r i c .
O b s e r v a t i o n s  f o c u s e d  o n  p e d e s t r i a n ,
c y c l i s t ,  a n d  v e h i c u l a r  f l o w s  t o
i d e n t i f y  a r e a s  w h e r e  c o n n e c t i v i t y  i s
w e a k  o r  u n s a f e .  S p e c i f i c  a t t e n t i o n
w a s  g i v e n  t o  u n d e r p a s s e s ,  s t a t i o n
e n t r a n c e s ,  a n d  b i k e  r o u t e s ,
a s s e s s i n g  t h e m  f o r  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  a n d
s p a t i a l  p e r f o r m a n c e .  T h i s  m e t h o d
d r e w  o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  t e c h n i q u e s  f o r
s t u d y i n g  p u b l i c  s p a c e  u s a g e
( R o s e n b a u m ,  2 0 0 5 ) ,  a n d  w a s
s u p p o r t e d  b y  p h o t o  d o c u m e n t a t i o n
a n d  s p a t i a l  m a p p i n g  t o  r e v e a l
p h y s i c a l  b a r r i e r s  a n d  l a t e n t
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n .

S t a k e h o l d e r  i n t e r v i e w s  f o r m e d  t h e
s e c o n d  k e y  m e t h o d ,  a i m e d  a t
i n t e g r a t i n g  l o c a l  k n o w l e d g e  a n d
l i v e d  e x p e r i e n c e .  I n t e r v i e w s  w e r e
c o n d u c t e d  w i t h  r e s i d e n t s  f r o m
K e r k e l a n d e n ,  I n d i ë t e r r e i n ,  a n d  t h e
c i t y  c e n t e r ,  a l o n g s i d e  u r b a n
p l a n n e r s ,  c o m m u n i t y  l e a d e r s ,  a n d
l o c a l  b u s i n e s s  o w n e r s .  A  s e m i -
s t r u c t u r e d ,  o p e n - e n d e d  a p p r o a c h
e n c o u r a g e d  i n c l u s i v e  d i a l o g u e ,  w i t h
a  f o c u s  o n  c a p t u r i n g  c h a l l e n g e s ,
a s p i r a t i o n s ,  a n d  e v e r y d a y
e x p e r i e n c e s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  s t a t i o n .  

I n  l i n e  w i t h  A l s a a w i  ( 2 0 1 4 ) ,
a t t e n t i o n  w a s  g i v e n  t o  e n s u r i n g  t h e
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  m a r g i n a l i z e d
v o i c e s .

T o  e x p l o r e  t r a n s f e r a b l e  s t r a t e g i e s ,
a  c o m p a r a t i v e  c a s e  s t u d y  a n a l y s i s
w a s  p e r f o r m e d .  B e s t - p r a c t i c e
e x a m p l e s  s u c h  a s  R o t t e r d a m
C e n t r a a l ,  D e l f t  S t a t i o n ,  K i n g ’ s  C r o s s
( L o n d o n ) ,  a n d  G a r e  d u  N o r d  ( P a r i s )
w e r e  r e v i e w e d .  T h e s e  p r o j e c t s  w e r e
s e l e c t e d  d u e  t o  t h e i r  s i m i l a r
s t r u g g l e s  i n  i n t e g r a t i n g  l a r g e
t r a n s i t  h u b s  w i t h i n  t h e i r  u r b a n
c o n t e x t s .  I n s i g h t s  w e r e  d r a w n  f r o m
p l a n n i n g  d o c u m e n t s ,  a c a d e m i c
s o u r c e s ,  a n d  d e s i g n  e v a l u a t i o n s .
T h i s  a p p r o a c h  f o l l o w e d  M o h d
N o o r ’ s  ( 2 0 0 8 )  r e p l i c a t i o n  l o g i c  t o
i d e n t i f y  a d a p t a b l e  s t r a t e g i e s  s u i t e d
t o  A l m e l o ’ s  s c a l e  a n d  n e e d s .

T o g e t h e r ,  t h e s e  t h r e e  m e t h o d s
f o r m  a n  i n t e g r a t e d  f r a m e w o r k  t h a t
g r o u n d s  t h e  r e s e a r c h  i n  r e a l - w o r l d
o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  l i v e d  e x p e r i e n c e ,  a n d
t e s t e d  d e s i g n  p r e c e d e n t s .  T h i s
m u l t i - m e t h o d ,  q u a l i t a t i v e - f i r s t
s t r a t e g y  e n s u r e s  t h a t
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f o r  A l m e l o ’ s
s t a t i o n  r e d e v e l o p m e n t  a r e  l o c a l l y
g r o u n d e d ,  i n c l u s i v e ,  a n d
s t r a t e g i c a l l y  i n f o r m e d .



A l m e l o  C e n t r a l  S t a t i o n  i s  l o c a t e d  j u s t
s o u t h  o f  t h e  c i t y  c e n t e r  a n d  s e r v e s  a s
a  k e y  r e g i o n a l  t r a n s p o r t  h u b  a l o n g
t h e  e a s t - w e s t  r a i l w a y  c o r r i d o r .
I t  c o n n e c t s  d i v e r s e  s u r r o u n d i n g
a r e a s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  c i t y
c e n t e r  t o  t h e  n o r t h  a n d  r e s i d e n t i a l
n e i g h b o r h o o d s  l i k e  K e r k e l a n d e n  a n d
t h e  r e d e v e l o p i n g  I n d i ë t e r r e i n  t o  t h e
s o u t h .  
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To what extent have Almelo's railway infrastructure and urban
planning decisions around the station contributed to the physical
and social disconnection between neighborhoods?

T h e  u n d e r g r o u n d  p e d e s t r i a n  p a s s a g e
a t  A l m e l o  C e n t r a l  S t a t i o n  i s  c u r r e n t l y
t h e  o n l y  d i r e c t  c o n n e c t i o n  i n  t h e  a r e a
t h a t  l i n k s  t h e  c i t y  c e n t e r  w i t h  s o u t h e r n
n e i g h b o r h o o d s  l i k e  K e r k e l a n d e n .  I t s
s t r a t e g i c  i m p o r t a n c e  i n  t h e  u r b a n
n e t w o r k  i s  t h e r e f o r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  y e t  t h e
d e s i g n  f a i l s  t o  f u l f i l l  i t s  p o t e n t i a l  a s  a
u n i f y i n g  e l e m e n t .  A s  s h o w n  i n  t h e
s p a t i a l  a n a l y s e s ,  t h e  t u n n e l  i s
e n c l o s e d ,  l a c k s  t r a n s p a r e n c y  a n d
d a y l i g h t ,  a n d  i s  p u r e l y  f u n c t i o n a l  i n
n a t u r e ,  o f f e r i n g  n o  s p a t i a l  c u e s  t h a t
i n v i t e  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  c o m f o r t ,  o r
i n t e r a c t i o n .  I t s  d i s c o n n e c t e d  a n d
s t e r i l e  c h a r a c t e r ,  c o m b i n e d  w i t h
l i m i t e d  v i s i b i l i t y  a n d  n a r r o w  a c c e s s
p o i n t s ,  r e i n f o r c e s  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f
t h e  r a i l w a y  a s  a  b a r r i e r  r a t h e r  t h a n  a
t h r e s h o l d .  D e s p i t e  i t s  c r i t i c a l  p o s i t i o n
i n  t h e  u r b a n  f a b r i c ,  t h e  d e s i g n
n e g l e c t s  i t s  r o l e  a s  p u b l i c  s p a c e ,  a n d
a s  c o n f i r m e d  i n  t h e  p h y s i c a l
o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  i t  d o e s  n o t  a c t i v e l y
s u p p o r t  t h e  s o c i a l  o r  s p a t i a l
i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  a r e a .
 

O n  t h e  K e r k e l a n d e n  s i d e ,  t h e  a b s e n c e
o f  a  c l e a r l y  d e f i n e d  s t a t i o n  e n t r a n c e
r e s u l t s  i n  a  s p a t i a l l y  w e a k  a n d
u n a r t i c u l a t e d  e d g e .  T h e  a r e a  s e r v e s
m e r e l y  a s  a  f u n c t i o n a l  a c c e s s  p o i n t  t o
t h e  t u n n e l ,  l a c k i n g  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l
p r e s e n c e  o r  p u b l i c  r e a l m  q u a l i t y  t h a t
w o u l d  s i g n a l  a r r i v a l  o r  c i v i c
i m p o r t a n c e .  W h i l e  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f
b i c y c l e  a n d  c a r  p a r k i n g  i n d i c a t e s
p r a c t i c a l  u s e ,  t h e  s p a c e  d o e s  n o t
i n v i t e  l i n g e r i n g ,  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n ,  o r
a  s e n s e  o f  b e l o n g i n g .  

I m a g e  3 :  D r o n e  s h o t  o f  t h e  s t a t i o n  c r e a t e d  b y  t h e
m u n i n c i p a l i t y

I m a g e  4 :  A n a l y s e  o f  t h e  u n d e r p a s s  c r e a t e d  b y
a u t h o r
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To what extent have Almelo's railway infrastructure and urban
planning decisions around the station contributed to the physical
and social disconnection between neighborhoods?

F r o m  t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  J a n e  J a c o b s ’
t h e o r y  o f  s o c i a l  c a p i t a l ,  t h i s  s i d e  o f
t h e  s t a t i o n  f a i l s  t o  g e n e r a t e  t h e  k i n d
o f  i n f o r m a l  s u r v e i l l a n c e ,  s p o n t a n e o u s
e n c o u n t e r s ,  o r  c o m m u n i t y - b u i l d i n g
p o t e n t i a l  t h a t  e m e r g e  f r o m  a c t i v e  a n d
e n g a g i n g  p u b l i c  s p a c e s .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,
t h e  s t a t i o n  r e m a i n s  i n v i s i b l e  i n  t h e
d a i l y  r h y t h m s  o f  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d ,
f o s t e r i n g  a  s e n s e  o f  d e t a c h m e n t
a m o n g  r e s i d e n t s  a n d  r e i n f o r c i n g  t h e
b a r r i e r  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  t r a c k s .

O n  t h e  c i t y  c e n t e r  s i d e ,  t h e  e n t r a n c e
i s  v i s u a l l y  m o r e  p r o m i n e n t  a n d
s p a t i a l l y  i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  u r b a n
g r i d .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  p u b l i c
s p a c e  r e m a i n s  u n d e r d e f i n e d  a n d  l a c k s
c l e a r  p r o g r a m m a t i c  p u r p o s e .  R a t h e r
t h a n  s e r v i n g  a s  a  l i v e l y  u r b a n  n o d e ,  i t
o f t e n  a t t r a c t s  p a s s e r s b y  o r
i n d i v i d u a l s  s e e k i n g  t e m p o r a r y
s h e l t e r ,  w i t h  l i m i t e d  p o t e n t i a l  f o r
p o s i t i v e  s o c i a l  u s e .  

T h e  l a c k  o f  f u n c t i o n a l  d i v e r s i t y  a n
e s s e n t i a l  e l e m e n t  i n  J a c o b s ’
t h i n k i n g  p r e v e n t s  t h i s  s p a c e  f r o m
d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  v i b r a n c y  a n d  s a f e t y
t h a t  e m e r g e  w h e n  d i f f e r e n t  u s e r s
i n t e r a c t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  d a y .  T h e
s t a t i o n  a r e a  t h e r e f o r e  r e m a i n s  a
z o n e  o f  m o v e m e n t  r a t h e r  t h a n  a
p l a c e  o f  e n c o u n t e r ,  m i s s i n g  t h e
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a c t  a s  a  b r i d g e
b e t w e e n  t h e  c i t y ’ s  d i v i d e d  h a l v e s .
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I m a g e  5 :  A n a l y s e  o f  t h e  s o u t h  e n t r a n c e  c r e a t e d  b y
a u t h o r

I m a g e  6 :  A n a l y s e  o f  t h e  m a i n  e n t r a n c e  c r e a t e d  b y
a u t h o r

I m a g e  7 :  A n a l y s e  o f  h i s t o i r c a l  s t a t i o n  b u i l d i n g
c r e a t e d  b y  a u t h o r
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To what extent have Almelo's railway infrastructure and urban
planning decisions around the station contributed to the physical
and social disconnection between neighborhoods?

T h e  s o c i o - d e m o g r a p h i c  a n a l y s i s  o f  A l m e l o ’ s  s u r r o u n d i n g  n e i g h b o r h o o d s
B i n n e n s t a d ,  I n d i ë ,  a n d  K e r k e l a n d e n  r e v e a l s  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n
p o p u l a t i o n  c o m p o s i t i o n ,  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s ,  a n d  u r b a n  d y n a m i c s .
W h i l e  I n d i ë  a n d  t h e  c i t y  c e n t e r  d i s p l a y  s i g n s  o f  d e n s i f i c a t i o n ,  e c o n o m i c
p o t e n t i a l ,  a n d  c u l t u r a l  d i v e r s i t y ,  K e r k e l a n d e n  p r e s e n t s  a  m o r e  s t a b l e ,
h o m o g e n e o u s ,  a n d  i n w a r d - o r i e n t e d  r e s i d e n t i a l  p r o f i l e .  T h e s e
d i s t i n c t i o n s ,  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  t h e  p h y s i c a l  b a r r i e r  o f  t h e  r a i l w a y ,
c o n t r i b u t e  t o  a n  u r b a n  s t r u c t u r e  w h e r e  t h e  r i s k  o f  f u n c t i o n a l  a n d  s o c i a l
s e g r e g a t i o n  i s  h i g h .

Legend:
Residential buildings
Railways and railway yard
Offices, shops, and public buildings
Current station building
School buildings
Religious buildings

A c c o r d i n g  t o  J a n e  J a c o b s  ( 1 9 6 1 ) ,  s o c i a l  c o h e s i o n  i n  u r b a n  e n v i r o n m e n t s
e m e r g e s  t h r o u g h  a c t i v e ,  d i v e r s e ,  a n d  w e l l - u s e d  p u b l i c  s p a c e s  t h a t  a l l o w
f o r  s p o n t a n e o u s  i n t e r a c t i o n s  a c r o s s  s o c i a l  g r o u p s .  I n  A l m e l o ’ s  s t a t i o n
a r e a ,  s u c h  s p a c e s  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  l a c k i n g ;  t h e  e x i s t i n g  t u n n e l  a n d  e n t r a n c e s
p r i m a r i l y  s e r v e  c i r c u l a t i o n ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  f o s t e r i n g  a  s e n s e  o f  p l a c e  o r
s h a r e d  u r b a n  l i f e .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  B e r t o l i n i ’ s  n o d e - p l a c e  m o d e l  ( B e r t o l i n i  &
C h o r u s ,  2 0 1 1 )  e m p h a s i z e s  t h a t  w h e n  a  s t a t i o n  f u n c t i o n s  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  a s
a  t r a n s i t  n o d e  a n d  l a c k s  q u a l i t i e s  a s  a n  u r b a n  p l a c e ,  i t  r i s k s  b e c o m i n g  a
s p a c e  o f  d e t a c h m e n t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  a r e a s  m a r k e d  b y  s o c i a l  d i s p a r i t y .

I m a g e  8 :  A n a l y s e  o f  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  i n  t h e  r e s e a r c h  a r e a  c r e a t e d  b y  a u t h o r
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To what extent have Almelo's railway infrastructure and urban
planning decisions around the station contributed to the physical
and social disconnection between neighborhoods?

I n  i t s  c u r r e n t  c o n d i t i o n ,  A l m e l o ’ s
s t a t i o n  a r e a  a c t s  l e s s  a s  a
c o n n e c t o r  a n d  m o r e  a s  a  b o u n d a r y
b e t w e e n  c o n t r a s t i n g
n e i g h b o r h o o d s .  T o  a d d r e s s  t h i s ,
s p a t i a l  d e s i g n  m u s t  g o  b e y o n d
i m p r o v i n g  p h y s i c a l  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  i t
m u s t  c r e a t e  i n c l u s i v e ,  a c c e s s i b l e ,
a n d  s o c i a l l y  m e a n i n g f u l  p u b l i c
s p a c e s  t h a t  a c t i v e l y  r e d u c e
f r a g m e n t a t i o n .  I n t e g r a t i n g  t h e s e
p r i n c i p l e s  i n t o  t h e  s t a t i o n ' s
r e d e v e l o p m e n t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o
s u p p o r t  u r b a n  i n t e g r a t i o n  a n d
p r e v e n t  d e e p e n i n g  s e g r e g a t i o n .

T h e  s p a t i a l  d i s c o n n e c t i o n
b e t w e e n  n e i g h b o r h o o d s
a r o u n d  A l m e l o ’ s  t r a i n
s t a t i o n  i s  n o t  o n l y  p h y s i c a l
i t  i s  a c t i v e l y  r e i n f o r c e d
t h r o u g h  c o n t r a s t i n g
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  i n  l o c a l
m e d i a .  K e r k e l a n d e n  i s
r e p e a t e d l y  p o r t r a y e d  i n
r e l a t i o n  t o  s o c i a l  i s s u e s
s u c h  a s  c r i m e ,  d i s o r d e r ,  a n d
d e c a y ,  s h a p i n g  a  p u b l i c
i m a g e  o f  t h e  a r e a  a s
p r o b l e m a t i c  a n d  i n  d e c l i n e .  

I n  c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  I n d i ë  a r e a  i s  f r a m e d  a s  a n  e m e r g i n g ,  c r e a t i v e  d i s t r i c t ,  a s s o c i a t e d
w i t h  c u l t u r e ,  i n n o v a t i o n ,  a n d  p o s i t i v e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n .  T h e s e  p o l a r i z e d  n a r r a t i v e s
c o n t r i b u t e  t o  a  s y m b o l i c  d i v i d e  t h a t  m i r r o r s  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n s  t h e  e x i s t i n g  p h y s i c a l
a n d  s o c i a l  s e p a r a t i o n  c r e a t e d  b y  t h e  r a i l w a y  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e .  T h i s  r e i n f o r c e s  t h e
u r g e n c y  f o r  d e s i g n  i n t e r v e n t i o n s  t h a t  d o  m o r e  t h a n  b r i d g e  s p a c e  t h e y  m u s t  a l s o
c h a l l e n g e  p e r c e p t i o n ,  s u p p o r t  i n c l u s i o n ,  a n d  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  a  s h a r e d ,  c o h e s i v e
u r b a n  i d e n t i t y .

I m a g e  9 :  D i a g r a m  o f  t h e  g e o i n f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h i s  a r e a  c r e a t e d  b y
a u t h o r

I m a g e  1 0 :  I m a g e  o f  t h e  n e w s  a n d  m e d i a  p e r c e p t i o n  a b o u t  t h i s
a r e a  c r e a t e d  b y  a u t h o r
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How can the unique identity of Almelo be integrated into the train
station's design to foster a shared sense of belonging and
strengthen connections between surrounding neighborhoods?
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A l m e l o ’ s  u r b a n  i d e n t i t y  i s  d e e p l y  s h a p e d  b y  i t s  h i s t o r y  a s  a  t e x t i l e  c i t y .
D u r i n g  t h e  1 9 t h  a n d  e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r i e s ,  t h e  c i t y  g r e w  r a p i d l y  a s  p a r t  o f
t h e  b r o a d e r  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  T w e n t e  r e g i o n ,  b e c o m i n g  a  k e y  h u b  f o r
t e x t i l e  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s .  F a c t o r i e s  s u c h  a s  T e n  C a t e  I n d i ë ,  T e n
C a t e  J a v a ,  P a l t h e ,  a n d  S c h o l t e n  &  C o .  d o m i n a t e d  t h e  u r b a n  l a n d s c a p e  a n d
p l a y e d  a  c e n t r a l  r o l e  n o t  o n l y  i n  A l m e l o ’ s  e c o n o m y  b u t  a l s o  i n  i t s  s p a t i a l
a n d  s o c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  ( G e m e e n t e  A l m e l o ,  n . d . ;  T u b a n t i a ,  2 0 2 3 ) .

W h a t  m a d e  t h i s  i n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r m a t i v e  f o r  A l m e l o ’ s  i d e n t i t y
w a s  t h e  c l o s e  s p a t i a l  c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  w o r k  a n d  h o m e .  M a n y  t e x t i l e
w o r k e r s  l i v e d  i n  a d j a c e n t  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  s u c h  a s  t h e  B i n n e n s t a d  a n d
K e r k e l a n d e n ,  o f t e n  w i t h i n  w a l k i n g  d i s t a n c e  o f  t h e i r  f a c t o r i e s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,
t h e  I n d i s c h e  B u u r t  w a s  d e v e l o p e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o
h o u s e  w o r k e r s  f r o m  n e a r b y  f a c t o r i e s  s u c h  a s  T e n  C a t e  a n d  S t o o m s p i n n e r i j
T w e n t h e .  I n  1 9 1 4 ,  t h e  h o u s i n g  a s s o c i a t i o n  V o l k s b e l a n g  b u i l t  1 2 4  a f f o r d a b l e
h o m e s  i n  t h e  W e s t e r e s  a r e a  _ c u r r e n t l y  t h e  n e i g b o u h o o d s  I n d i ë  a n d
B i n n e n s t a d )  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  t h e  i n f l u x  o f  l a b o r e r s  ( P a p e ,  2 0 2 4 ) .  T h i s
p r o x i m i t y  f o s t e r e d  a  s t r o n g  s e n s e  o f  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  r e i n f o r c e d  t h e
i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  w o r k i n g  l i f e  i n t o  t h e  c i t y ’ s  u r b a n  f a b r i c .

W h i l e  m a n y  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  t e x t i l e  f a c t o r i e s  w e r e  l a t e r  c l o s e d  o r  p a r t i a l l y
d e m o l i s h e d  d u e  t o  d e i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  l a t e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e i r  l e g a c y
r e m a i n s  p r e s e n t .  S e v e r a l  f a c t o r y  b u i l d i n g s  h a v e  b e e n  p r e s e r v e d  a n d
r e p u r p o s e d ,  m o s t  n o t a b l y  o n  t h e  I n d i ë t e r r e i n ,  w h i c h  n o w  f u n c t i o n s  a s  a
c r e a t i v e  a n d  c u l t u r a l  h u b .  T h i s  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  r e p r e s e n t s  a  d e l i b e r a t e
e f f o r t  b y  t h e  c i t y  t o  h o n o r  a n d  r e i n t e r p r e t  i t s  i n d u s t r i a l  h e r i t a g e ,  u s i n g  i t  a s
a  f o u n d a t i o n  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  l o c a l  i d e n t i t y  a n d  b r i d g e  p a s t  a n d  f u t u r e
( U r h a h n ,  2 0 2 1 ) .

I m a g e  1 1 :  D i a g r a m  f o r m e r  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  i n  t h i s  a r e a  c r e a t e d  b y  a u t h o r



Theme Insight

Spatial
Segregatio
n

The railway and underpass act as
psychological and social dividers.

Lack of
identity

The station is perceived as placeless
—detached from Almelo’s character.

Social
exclusion

Particularly felt by marginalized
residents in Kerkelanden.

Desire for
co-
creation

Many suggested including locals in
the design process.

Missed
opportunit
ies

Especially on the Kerkelanden side:
vacant spaces, underused land.

Need for
cultural
reflection

Calls for integrating Almelo’s textile
past and cultural diversity.
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How can the unique identity of Almelo be integrated into the train
station's design to foster a shared sense of belonging and
strengthen connections between surrounding neighborhoods?

T o  e x p l o r e  h o w  A l m e l o ’ s  u n i q u e  i d e n t i t y  m i g h t  b e  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  f u t u r e
s t a t i o n  d e s i g n ,  a  s e r i e s  o f  s e m i - s t r u c t u r e d  i n t e r v i e w s  w e r e  c o n d u c t e d
b e t w e e n  O c t o b e r  2 0 2 4  a n d  F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 5 .  T h e  g o a l  w a s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  h o w
r e s i d e n t s  a n d  l o c a l  s t a k e h o l d e r s  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  s t a t i o n  a r e a  t o d a y ,  a n d  h o w
i t  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e i r  s e n s e  o f  c o n n e c t i o n ,  s a f e t y ,  a n d  b e l o n g i n g .

B y  e m b e d d i n g  A l m e l o ’ s  t e x t i l e  n a r r a t i v e  i n t o
c u r r e n t  u r b a n  r e d e v e l o p m e n t  s u c h  a s  t h e
r e d e s i g n  o f  t h e  s t a t i o n  a r e a  t h e  c i t y  h a s  t h e
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e c o n n e c t  w i t h  i t s  h i s t o r i c a l
r o o t s .  R e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  l i n k
b e t w e e n  l a b o r  a n d  l i v i n g  s p a c e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y
i n  a r e a s  l i k e  K e r k e l a n d e n  a n d  t h e  c i t y
c e n t e r ,  s u p p o r t s  a  m o r e  i n c l u s i v e ,  i d e n t i t y -
d r i v e n  d e s i g n  s t r a t e g y  o n e  t h a t  i s  r o o t e d  i n
p l a c e ,  m e m o r y ,  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  c o n t i n u i t y .

I n t e r v i e w e e s  i n c l u d e d  r e s i d e n t s  f r o m
K e r k e l a n d e n  a n d  I n d i ë t e r r e i n ,  l o c a l
e n t r e p r e n e u r s ,  a  m u n i c i p a l  p l a n n e r ,  a
s o c i a l  w o r k e r ,  a n d  a  r e l i g i o u s  l e a d e r .
A c r o s s  t h e s e  d i v e r s e  p e r s p e c t i v e s ,  s e v e r a l
r e c u r r i n g  t h e m e s  e m e r g e d .  M o s t  n o t a b l y ,
t h e  s t a t i o n  w a s  d e s c r i b e d  a s  u n w e l c o m i n g ,
d i s c o n n e c t e d ,  a n d  l a c k i n g  i d e n t i t y
p a r t i c u l a r l y  b y  r e s i d e n t s  o f  K e r k e l a n d e n ,
w h o  f e e l  s p a t i a l l y  a n d  s o c i a l l y  s e p a r a t e d
f r o m  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  c i t y .

T h e  u n d e r p a s s  w a s  f r e q u e n t l y  c i t e d  a s  a
s p a c e  o f  d i s c o m f o r t ,  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h
i n s e c u r i t y  a n d  a v o i d a n c e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r
d a r k .  S e v e r a l  r e s p o n d e n t s  d e s c r i b e d  t h e
s t a t i o n  a r e a  a s  a n o n y m o u s  a n d
i m p e r s o n a l “ j u s t  a  p l a c e  t o  p a s s  t h r o u g h ”
r a t h e r  t h a n  a  d e s t i n a t i o n  o r  s h a r e d
e n v i r o n m e n t .  M a n y  e x p r e s s e d  a  l a c k  o f
c o n n e c t i o n  t o  t h e  s p a c e ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  i t
f e l t  l i f e l e s s  o r  f o r g o t t e n .  T h e r e  w a s  a l s o  a
c o m m o n  c o n c e r n  t h a t  t h e  s o u t h e r n  s i d e  o f
t h e  s t a t i o n  r e c e i v e s  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  i n
u r b a n  p l a n n i n g  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  e f f o r t s ,
r e i n f o r c i n g  t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h i s  p a r t  o f
t h e  c i t y  i s  b e i n g  l e f t  b e h i n d .

I m a g e  1 2 :  I m a g e  f o r m e r  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  i n  t h i s
a r e a  c r e a t e d  b y  c r i m s o n  ( w a a r s d e s t e l l i n g  r a p p o r t )

T a b e l  a b o u t  i n t e r v i e w  r e s u l t s  c r e a t e d  b y  a u t h o r



T h e s e  i n t e r v i e w s  h i g h l i g h t  a  s t r o n g  d e s i r e  f o r  t h e  s t a t i o n  t o  b e c o m e  m o r e
t h a n  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e :  a  p l a c e  t h a t  r e f l e c t s  A l m e l o ’ s  c h a r a c t e r ,  a c k n o w l e d g e s
i t s  d i v e r s i t y ,  a n d  r e c o n n e c t s  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  t h a t  h a v e  l o n g  f e l t  d i v i d e d .

R e c o g n i z i n g  t h e s e  l i v e d  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  s p a t i a l  i n e q u a l i t y  a n d  t h e
f r a g m e n t a t i o n  o f  i d e n t i t y  a r o u n d  t h e  s t a t i o n  a r e a  i n v i t e s  a  m o r e  s t r u c t u r a l
p e r s p e c t i v e  o n  h o w  u r b a n  f o r m  a n d  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  s h a p e  d a i l y  l i f e .  T o  b e t t e r
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  d y n a m i c s  a t  p l a y  a n d  t o  f r a m e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r
m o r e  i n c l u s i v e  d e v e l o p m e n t  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  d r a w s  o n  i n s i g h t s  f r o m  T r a n s i t -
O r i e n t e d  D e v e l o p m e n t  ( T O D )  a n d  t h e  S p o o r b e e l d  d e s i g n  v i s i o n .

T O D  t h e o r y  e m p h a s i z e s  t h a t  s t a t i o n  a r e a s  s h o u l d  n o t  f u n c t i o n  s o l e l y  a s
t r a n s p o r t  n o d e s  b u t  a s  i n t e g r a t e d  p a r t s  o f  t h e  u r b a n  a n d  s o c i a l  f a b r i c .
H o w e v e r ,  i n  A l m e l o ,  t h e  c u r r e n t  i m b a l a n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  a n d
s o u t h e r n  s i d e s  o f  t h e  r a i l w a y  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  u n d e r d e v e l o p e d  K e r k e l a n d e n
a c c e s s  d e m o n s t r a t e s  w h a t  T O D  l i t e r a t u r e  w a r n s  a g a i n s t :  w h e n  s p a t i a l
p l a n n i n g  a r o u n d  t r a n s i t  h u b s  l a c k s  d e l i b e r a t e  s o c i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n ,
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  c a n  d e e p e n  e x i s t i n g  d i v i s i o n s  r a t h e r  t h a n  b r i d g e  t h e m  ( P e e k ,
B e r t o l i n i  &  d e  J o n g e ,  2 0 0 6 ) .

RESULTS

BD.
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How can the unique identity of Almelo be integrated into the train
station's design to foster a shared sense of belonging and
strengthen connections between surrounding neighborhoods?

T h e  S p o o r b e e l d  f r a m e w o r k ,
d e v e l o p e d  b y  B u r e a u
S p o o r b o u w m e e s t e r  f o r  N S  a n d
P r o R a i l ,  s t r e n g t h e n s  t h i s
p e r s p e c t i v e .  I t  h i g h l i g h t s  k e y
d e s i g n  p r i n c i p l e s  s u c h  a s  i d e n t i t y ,
a c c e s s i b i l i t y ,  s p a t i a l  q u a l i t y ,  a n d
s o c i a l  s a f e t y  a s  e s s e n t i a l  t o
c r e a t i n g  m e a n i n g f u l  a n d  i n c l u s i v e
s t a t i o n  e n v i r o n m e n t s .  T h e s e
p r i o r i t i e s  r e s o n a t e  s t r o n g l y  w i t h
t h e  c o n c e r n s  v o i c e d  b y  A l m e l o ’ s
r e s i d e n t s  w h o  a s k  n o t  o n l y  f o r
b e t t e r  c o n n e c t i o n s ,  b u t  f o r  a  p l a c e
t h a t  r e f l e c t s  w h o  t h e y  a r e  a n d
s u p p o r t s  a  s e n s e  o f  s h a r e d
b e l o n g i n g . I m a g e  1 3 :  I m a g e  o f  t h e  m o n u m e n t a l  s t a t i o n

b u i l d i n g  c r e a t e d  b y  c r i m s o n  ( w a a r s d e s t e l l i n g
r a p p o r t )
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Which urban design strategies from other cities have proven effective
in bridging physical barriers around station areas?

T h e  r e d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  R o t t e r d a m
C e n t r a a l  i s  o f t e n  s e e n  a s  a  m o d e l  f o r
i n t e g r a t i n g  a  t r a i n  s t a t i o n  i n t o  t h e
u r b a n  f a b r i c .  K e y  i n t e r v e n t i o n s
i n c l u d e d  i m p r o v e d  p e d e s t r i a n  r o u t e s ,
c l e a r  s i g h t l i n e s ,  a n d  h i g h - q u a l i t y
p u b l i c  s p a c e  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  e n h a n c e d
s a f e t y ,  a c c e s s i b i l i t y ,  a n d  w a y f i n d i n g
( V a n  B u u r e n  &  T j a l l i n g i i ,  2 0 1 9 ) .  T h e s e
s p a t i a l  p r i n c i p l e s  a r e  r e l e v a n t  f o r
A l m e l o ,  w h e r e  t h e  c u r r e n t  s t a t i o n  a r e a
s u f f e r s  f r o m  d i s c o n n e c t i o n  a n d  a  l a c k
o f  i d e n t i t y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  o n  t h e
K e r k e l a n d e n  s i d e .

H o w e v e r ,  R o t t e r d a m ’ s  c o n t e x t  d i f f e r s
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  f r o m  A l m e l o ’ s .  T h e  p r o j e c t
r e c e i v e d  l a r g e - s c a l e  n a t i o n a l
i n v e s t m e n t  a n d  s e r v e d  a  h i g h - c a p a c i t y
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a n s p o r t  f u n c t i o n .  W h i l e
t h e  s p a t i a l  s t r a t e g i e s  a r e  c o m p e l l i n g ,
t h e i r  s c a l e  a n d  a m b i t i o n  m a y  n o t
d i r e c t l y  t r a n s l a t e  t o  a  s m a l l e r ,
r e g i o n a l l y  o r i e n t e d  c i t y  l i k e  A l m e l o .
 
M o r e o v e r ,  R o t t e r d a m ’ s  r e d e v e l o p m e n t
h a s  b e e n  c r i t i c i z e d  f o r  p r i o r i t i z i n g
a e s t h e t i c s  a n d  c o m m e r c i a l  a p p e a l  o v e r
s o c i a l  i n c l u s i o n  ( K a r s s e n b e r g  e t  a l . ,
2 0 1 6 ) .  C o m m u n i t y  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n
s h a p i n g  p u b l i c  s p a c e  w a s  l i m i t e d ,  a n d
n e a r b y  r e s i d e n t s  h a d  l i t t l e  i n f l u e n c e
o v e r  t h e  o u t c o m e .

F o r  A l m e l o ,  t h e  k e y  l e s s o n  i s  n o t  t o
r e p l i c a t e  R o t t e r d a m ’ s  f o r m ,  b u t  t o
a d a p t  i t s  l o g i c :  p r i o r i t i z e  s p a t i a l
o p e n n e s s ,  v i s i b i l i t y ,  a n d
m u l t i f u n c t i o n a l i t y ,  b u t  d o  s o  i n  a
c o n t e x t - s p e c i f i c ,  c o m m u n i t y - l e d
m a n n e r .  O n l y  t h e n  c a n  t h e  s t a t i o n
b e c o m e  a  t r u e  c o n n e c t o r  p h y s i c a l l y
a n d  s o c i a l l y  b e t w e e n  h i s t o r i c a l l y
d i v i d e d  n e i g h b o r h o o d s .

I m a g e  1 3 :  I m a g e  o f  R o t t e r d a m  c e n t r a l  s t a t i o n
( s k y v i e w )  c r e a t e d  b y  B e n t h e m  a n d  C r o u w e l

I m a g e  1 4 :  I m a g e  o f  R o t t e r d a m  c e n t r a l  s t a t i o n
( m a i n  a n t r a n c e )  c r e a t e d  b y  B e n t h e m  a n d  C r o u w e l

I m a g e  1 5 :  D i a g r a m  o f  R o t t e r d a m  c e n t r a l  s t a t i o n
( f u n c t i o n s )  c r e a t e d  b y  B e n t h e m  a n d  C r o u w e l
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T h e  r e d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  D e l f t  S t a t i o n
p r e s e n t s  a  s t r o n g  e x a m p l e  o f  h o w
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  c a n  b e  r e i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o
t h e  u r b a n  f a b r i c  w h i l e  e n h a n c i n g
p u b l i c  s p a c e .  B y  r e l o c a t i n g  t h e  r a i l w a y
u n d e r g r o u n d ,  a  l o n g - s t a n d i n g  p h y s i c a l
a n d  v i s u a l  b a r r i e r  i n  t h e  c i t y  w a s
r e m o v e d .  T h i s  i n t e r v e n t i o n  n o t  o n l y
i m p r o v e d  u r b a n  c o n t i n u i t y ,  b u t  a l s o
c r e a t e d  s p a c e  f o r  n e w  p l a z a s ,  b i k e
r o u t e s ,  a n d  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s
t r a n s f o r m i n g  t h e  s t a t i o n  a r e a  i n t o  a
m u l t i f u n c t i o n a l  c i v i c  z o n e  ( V a n  R u i j v e n
&  T i j m ,  2 0 1 9 ) .

K e y  s p a t i a l  s t r a t e g i e s  s u c h  a s  p l a c i n g
b i k e  p a r k i n g  u n d e r g r o u n d  a n d
e n s u r i n g  o p e n  s i g h t l i n e s  c o n t r i b u t e  t o
a  c l e a r ,  s a f e ,  a n d  w e l c o m i n g
e n v i r o n m e n t .  T h e  i n t e r i o r  d e s i g n ,
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  h i s t o r i c  m a p  o n  t h e
c e i l i n g ,  s t r e n g t h e n s  l o c a l  i d e n t i t y  a n d
g i v e s  t h e  s t a t i o n  a  d i s t i n c t i v e  s e n s e  o f
p l a c e .  T h e s e  f e a t u r e s  s h o w  h o w
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  c a n  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y
s e r v e  m o v e m e n t  a n d  m e a n i n g .

H o w e v e r ,  D e l f t ’ s  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  w a s
p a r t  o f  a  b r o a d e r  u r b a n  d e v e l o p m e n t
e f f o r t ,  s u p p o r t e d  b y  m a j o r
i n v e s t m e n t s  a n d  a  s t r o n g  a r c h i t e c t u r a l
v i s i o n .  F o r  A l m e l o ,  t h e  l e s s o n  i s  n o t  t o
i m i t a t e  t h e  s c a l e  o r  d e s i g n  l a n g u a g e  o f
D e l f t ,  b u t  t o  a d o p t  i t s  p r i n c i p l e s :
r e m o v e  s p a t i a l  b a r r i e r s ,  p r i o r i t i z e
o p e n n e s s ,  a n d  e m b e d  l o c a l  i d e n t i t y
i n t o  p u b l i c  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e .  O n l y  t h e n
c a n  t h e  s t a t i o n  b e c o m e  a  s p a c e  o f
c o n n e c t i o n  f u n c t i o n a l l y ,  s o c i a l l y ,  a n d
s y m b o l i c a l l y .

Which urban design strategies from other cities have proven effective
in bridging physical barriers around station areas?

I m a g e  1 6 :  I m a g e  o f  D e l f t  s t a t i o n  ( m a i n  e n t r a n c e )
c r e a t e d  b y  M e c a n o o

I m a g e  1 7 :  I m a g e  o f  D e l f t  s t a t i o n  ( v i e w  f r o m
p e r r o n )  c r e a t e d  b y  M e c a n o o

I m a g e  1 8 :  I m a g e  o f  D e l f t  s t a t i o n  ( c e i l i n g  d e t a i l )
c r e a t e d  b y  M e c a n o o
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A l m e l o ’ s  t r a i n  s t a t i o n  c u r r e n t l y  a c t s  m o r e  a s  a  d i v i d i n g
l i n e  t h a n  a  c o n n e c t o r .  T h e  r a i l w a y  c u t s  t h r o u g h  t h e
c i t y ,  a n d  t h e  u n d e r p a s s  o f t e n  d e s c r i b e d  a s  d a r k ,
u n s a f e ,  a n d  u n i n v i t i n g  r e i n f o r c e s  t h e  p h y s i c a l  a n d
s y m b o l i c  s e p a r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  c i t y  c e n t e r  a n d
K e r k e l a n d e n .  R e s i d e n t s  r e p o r t  a v o i d i n g  t h e  a r e a ,
e s p e c i a l l y  a t  n i g h t ,  a n d  s e e  t h e  s t a t i o n  a s  a  s p a c e  t o
p a s s  t h r o u g h ,  n o t  t o  u s e  o r  i d e n t i f y  w i t h .

T o  a d d r e s s  t h i s ,  t h e  s t a t i o n  m u s t  b e  r e i m a g i n e d  a s
m o r e  t h a n  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e .  I t  s h o u l d  f u n c t i o n  a s  a  c i v i c
s p a c e  t h a t  e n c o u r a g e s  m o v e m e n t ,  i n t e r a c t i o n ,  a n d
b e l o n g i n g .  A  k e y  s t e p  i s  i m p r o v i n g  s p a t i a l  c o n n e c t i v i t y
b y  f o r  i n s t a n c e  m a k i n g  a  e l e v a t e d  l a n d s c a p e  w a l k w a y
t h a t  c r e a t e s  v i s u a l  a n d  e x p e r i e n t i a l  c o n t i n u i t y  b e t w e e n
b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  t r a c k s .  S i g h t l i n e s  a n d  a c c e s s  p o i n t s
m u s t  b e  c l e a r  a n d  i n t u i t i v e  t o  p r o m o t e  s a f e t y  a n d  e a s e
o f  u s e .

A l m e l o ’ s  t e x t i l e  h e r i t a g e  o f f e r s  a  s t r o n g  n a r r a t i v e  t o
b u i l d  o n .  T h e  c i t y ’ s  i n d u s t r i a l  p a s t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  a r e a s
l i k e  t h e  I n d i ë t e r r e i n  a n d  K e r k e l a n d e n ,  c a n  i n f o r m
m a t e r i a l s ,  t e x t u r e s ,  a n d  d e s i g n  c h o i c e s  c r e a t i n g  a
s e n s e  o f  p l a c e  t h a t  r e f l e c t s  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  a n d  i d e n t i t y .

T h e  s t a t i o n ’ s  s u r r o u n d i n g s  s h o u l d  a l s o  s u p p o r t
e v e r y d a y  l i f e .  S p a c e s  f o r  i n f o r m a l  e n c o u n t e r s ,  e v e n t s ,
a n d  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s e s  c a n  a c t i v a t e  t h e  a r e a  a n d  m a k e  i t
f e e l  p a r t  o f  t h e  c i t y ’ s  s o c i a l  f a b r i c .  R e s i d e n t s
i n t e r v i e w e d  d u r i n g  t h e  r e s e a r c h  e x p r e s s e d  a  c l e a r  n e e d
f o r  t h e  s t a t i o n  t o  f e e l  a c c e s s i b l e  a n d  m e a n i n g f u l  n o t
j u s t  e f f i c i e n t .

L e s s o n s  f r o m  c i t i e s  l i k e  D e l f t  a n d  R o t t e r d a m  s h o w  t h a t
e v e n  m o d e s t  i n t e r v e n t i o n s  s u c h  a s  g r e e n e r y ,  a c t i v e
e d g e s ,  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  p r o g r a m m i n g  c a n  s i g n i f i c a n t l y
i m p r o v e  p u b l i c  p e r c e p t i o n  a n d  u s a g e .  W h a t  m a t t e r s  i s
n o t  s c a l e ,  b u t  r e l e v a n c e :  d e s i g n  m u s t  r e s p o n d  t o  l o c a l
n e e d s  a n d  c h a r a c t e r .

A l m e l o  h a s  a  u n i q u e  c h a n c e  t o  r e c o n n e c t  i t s  u r b a n
f a b r i c .  W i t h  t h o u g h t f u l  d e s i g n  r o o t e d  i n  p l a c e  a n d
c o m m u n i t y ,  t h e  s t a t i o n  c a n  b e c o m e  a  s h a r e d  a n c h o r
b r i n g i n g  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  b a c k  t o g e t h e r  a n d
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  a  c o l l e c t i v e  s e n s e  o f  b e l o n g i n g .

How can Almelo's station contribute to better future connectivity
between surrounding neighborhoods while supporting sustainable
housing developments?
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T h i s  r e s e a r c h  h a s  s h o w n  t h a t  A l m e l o ’ s  s t a t i o n  a r e a  c u r r e n t l y  f u n c t i o n s
m o r e  a s  a  d i v i d e r  t h a n  a  c o n n e c t o r  b e t w e e n  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  p a r t i c u l a r l y
b e t w e e n  t h e  c i t y  c e n t e r  a n d  K e r k e l a n d e n .  F i e l d  o b s e r v a t i o n s  a n d
i n t e r v i e w s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  s p a t i a l  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t i o n ,
e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  u n d e r p a s s ,  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  f e e l i n g s  o f  s o c i a l  d i s t a n c e  a n d
p e r c e i v e d  i n s e c u r i t y .  C a s e  s t u d i e s  f r o m  D e l f t  a n d  R o t t e r d a m  i l l u s t r a t e
t h a t  t a r g e t e d  d e s i g n  i n t e r v e n t i o n s  c a n  h e l p  r e p a i r  s u c h  d i v i s i o n s ,
p r o v i d e d  t h e y  a r e  c a r e f u l l y  a d a p t e d  t o  l o c a l  c o n d i t i o n s .  I n  A l m e l o ’ s
c a s e ,  t h i s  m e a n s  p r i o r i t i z i n g  s m a l l - s c a l e ,  c o n t e x t - s e n s i t i v e  s o l u t i o n s
o v e r  r e p l i c a t i n g  l a r g e  m e t r o p o l i t a n  m o d e l s .

A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  t h e  r e s e a r c h  p r o c e s s  i t s e l f  w a r r a n t s  c r i t i c a l
r e f l e c t i o n .  A l t h o u g h  m u l t i p l e  m e t h o d s  w e r e  u s e d  f i e l d  o b s e r v a t i o n ,
i n t e r v i e w s ,  a n d  c a s e  s t u d y  a n a l y s i s  t h e r e  a r e  l i m i t a t i o n s  t h a t  m a y  a f f e c t
t h e  s t u d y ’ s  r e l i a b i l i t y  a n d  g e n e r a l i z a b i l i t y .  T h e  g r o u p  o f  i n t e r v i e w e e s
w a s  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  a n d  p a r t l y  s e l e c t e d  t h r o u g h  c o n v e n i e n c e  s a m p l i n g ,
w h i c h  m e a n s  c e r t a i n  v o i c e s  s u c h  a s  y o u t h  o r  t h o s e  w i t h o u t  s t a b l e
h o u s i n g  m a y  b e  u n d e r r e p r e s e n t e d .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  s o m e  i n t e r v i e w s  w e r e
i n f o r m a l ,  o f f e r i n g  r i c h  q u a l i t a t i v e  i n s i g h t  b u t  l a c k i n g  f u l l
m e t h o d o l o g i c a l  c o n s i s t e n c y .

M o r e o v e r ,  s o m e  l o c a l  p o l i c y  d o c u m e n t s  w e r e  e i t h e r  o u t d a t e d  o r  n o t
e a s i l y  a c c e s s i b l e  d u r i n g  t h e  r e s e a r c h  p h a s e ,  l i m i t i n g  t h e  e x t e n t  t o
w h i c h  c u r r e n t  m u n i c i p a l  s t r a t e g i e s  c o u l d  b e  f u l l y  i n t e g r a t e d .  T h e  s t u d y
a l s o  f o c u s e d  p r i m a r i l y  o n  s p a t i a l  a n d  s o c i a l  p e r c e p t i o n s ;  i n t e g r a t i n g
q u a n t i t a t i v e  d a t a  ( e . g . ,  u s a g e  s t a t i s t i c s  o r  c r i m e  r e p o r t s )  c o u l d  h a v e
f u r t h e r  s t r e n g t h e n e d  t h e  a n a l y s i s .

D e s p i t e  t h e s e  l i m i t a t i o n s ,  t h e  r e s e a r c h  p r o v i d e s  m e a n i n g f u l  i n s i g h t s
i n t o  h o w  s t a t i o n  d e s i g n  c a n  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  u r b a n  c o h e s i o n .  T h e
c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  l o c a l  n a r r a t i v e s ,  s p a t i a l  a n a l y s i s ,  a n d  d e s i g n  t h e o r y
m a k e s  i t  c l e a r  t h a t  A l m e l o ’ s  s t a t i o n  h o l d s  p o t e n t i a l  a s  m o r e  t h a n  a
p o i n t  o f  t r a n s i t .  I f  d e s i g n e d  w i t h  c a r e  a n d  i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e
c o m m u n i t y ,  i t  c a n  b e c o m e  a  p l a c e  o f  b e l o n g i n g ,  i d e n t i t y ,  a n d
c o n n e c t i o n  b r i d g i n g  n o t  o n l y  p h y s i c a l  s p a c e ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e  s o c i a l  a n d
s y m b o l i c  d i v i d e s  t h a t  s h a p e  u r b a n  l i f e .
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A p p e n d i x :  I n t e r v i e w  S u m m a r i e s  –  R e d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  A l m e l o
S t a t i o n  A r e a

I n t e r v i e w  p e r i o d :
O c t o b e r  2 0 2 4
J a n u a r y  2 0 2 5
F i r s t  w e e k  o f  F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 5

A  t o t a l  o f  e i g h t  s e m i - s t r u c t u r e d  i n t e r v i e w s  w e r e  c o n d u c t e d  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t
s t a k e h o l d e r s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e  A l m e l o  s t a t i o n  a r e a ,  w i t h  a
f o c u s  o n  i n c l u s i v i t y ,  i d e n t i t y ,  a n d  s p a t i a l  c o n n e c t i v i t y .  T h e  i n t e r v i e w s  a i m e d
t o  e x p l o r e  w h a t  i s  c u r r e n t l y  m i s s i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  h o w  p e o p l e  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e
u n d e r p a s s ,  a n d  t o  w h a t  e x t e n t  t h e y  p e r c e i v e  s e g r e g a t i o n  i n  t h e  c i t y .

1 .  R e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  I n d i ë t e r r e i n  ( 2  i n t e r v i e w s )
D a t e :  O c t o b e r  2 0 2 4
F o r m a t :  S e m i - s t r u c t u r e d ,  i n - p e r s o n
D e m o g r a p h i c :  L o n g - t e r m  r e s i d e n t s  ( a g e d  3 0 – 6 0 )
T h e s e  r e s i d e n t s  e x p r e s s e d  a  s e n s e  o f  a t t a c h m e n t  t o  t h e  r e n e w e d
I n d i ë t e r r e i n ,  w h i c h  t h e y  d e s c r i b e d  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  f e w  a r e a s  i n  A l m e l o  w h e r e
h i s t o r i c a l  i d e n t i t y  h a s  b e e n  p r e s e r v e d  a n d  t r a n s f o r m e d  p o s i t i v e l y .  T h e y
n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  s i t e ,  f o r m e r l y  h o m e  t o  t e x t i l e  f a c t o r i e s ,  n o w  h o s t s  c r e a t i v e
i n d u s t r i e s ,  e v e n t s ,  a n d  c a f e s  m a k i n g  i t  f e e l  l i v e l y  a n d  c u l t u r a l l y  r e l e v a n t .
H o w e v e r ,  t h e y  v i e w e d  t h e  s t a t i o n  a s  d i s c o n n e c t e d  f r o m  t h i s  i d e n t i t y .  T h e
u n d e r p a s s  w a s  d e s c r i b e d  a s  u n i n v i t i n g ,  w i t h  p o o r  l i g h t i n g  a n d  l i t t l e  v i s u a l
c o n n e c t i o n  t o  t h e  I n d i ë  a r e a .  O n e  p a r t i c i p a n t  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  s t a t i o n  “ f e e l s
l i k e  a  l e f t o v e r  s p a c e , ”  d i s c o n n e c t e d  f r o m  b o t h  e v e r y d a y  r o u t e s  a n d  t h e
n a r r a t i v e  o f  A l m e l o ’ s  i n d u s t r i a l  p a s t .  T h e y  a d v o c a t e d  f o r  v i s u a l  a n d  m a t e r i a l
c o n t i n u i t y  b e t w e e n  t h e  I n d i ë  a r e a  a n d  t h e  s t a t i o n  e . g . ,  b r i c k  t e x t u r e s ,
s t o r y t e l l i n g  e l e m e n t s ,  a n d  b e t t e r  p e d e s t r i a n  f l o w .
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2 .  M u n i c i p a l  P o l i c y  M a k e r  –  M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A l m e l o
D a t e :  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 5
F o r m a t :  S e m i - s t r u c t u r e d ,  o n l i n e
R o l e :  U r b a n  p l a n n e r  i n v o l v e d  i n  s t a t i o n  a r e a  p o l i c y
T h e  p o l i c y  m a k e r  a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h a t  t h e  s t a t i o n  a r e a  c u r r e n t l y  a c t s  m o r e  a s
a  b a r r i e r  t h a n  a  c o n n e c t o r .  T h e y  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h a t  w h i l e  t h e  I n d i ë t e r r e i n  h a s
s e e n  s p a t i a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  i n v e s t m e n t ,  t h e  s o u t h e r n  s i d e  ( K e r k e l a n d e n )  i s
o f t e n  l e f t  o u t  o f  m a j o r  u r b a n  r e d e v e l o p m e n t  a g e n d a s .
T h e  p l a n n e r  e m p h a s i z e d  t h e  a m b i t i o n  t o  c r e a t e  a  “ s t a t i o n  a s  p l a c e , ”  n o t  j u s t
a s  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e y  p o i n t e d  t o  p r a c t i c a l  l i m i t a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g
f r a g m e n t e d  o w n e r s h i p  ( e . g . ,  N S ,  P r o R a i l ,  p r i v a t e  l a n d h o l d e r s ) ,  b u d g e t
c o n s t r a i n t s ,  a n d  a  l a c k  o f  c o m m u n i t y  e n g a g e m e n t  i n  e a r l y  d e s i g n  s t a g e s .
T h e y  e x p r e s s e d  i n t e r e s t  i n  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  A l m e l o ’ s  t e x t i l e  h e r i t a g e  i n t o  t h e
d e s i g n ,  a s  a  w a y  o f  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  p l a c e  i d e n t i t y  a n d  c o h e s i o n .

3 .  E n t r e p r e n e u r s  i n  K e r k e l a n d e n  ( 2  i n t e r v i e w s )
D a t e :  F i r s t  w e e k  o f  F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 5
F o r m a t :  I n - p e r s o n ,  o n - s i t e
B u s i n e s s  t y p e s :  L o c a l  g r o c e r  a n d  c a f e  o w n e r
B o t h  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  e x p r e s s e d  c o n c e r n  a b o u t  t h e  l a c k  o f  v i s i b i l i t y  a n d
e c o n o m i c  f l o w  f r o m  t h e  s t a t i o n  t o  K e r k e l a n d e n .  T h e y  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  a r e a
n e a r  t h e  u n d e r p a s s  s e e s  l i t t l e  f o o t  t r a f f i c  a n d  t h a t  c u s t o m e r s  r a r e l y  c o m e
f r o m  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  t r a c k s .
T h e y  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  a s  s p a t i a l l y  p o o r ,  w i t h  l i t t l e  t o  e n c o u r a g e
p e o p l e  t o  s t a y  o r  c r o s s  t h r o u g h .  T h e  u n d e r p a s s ,  t h e y  s a i d ,  " f e e l s  l i k e  a  b a c k
a l l e y  i n s t e a d  o f  a  g a t e w a y . "  B o t h  e m p h a s i z e d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  m o r e  c o m m e r c i a l
o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  p u b l i c  s e a t i n g ,  a n d  i n v i t i n g  s t r e e t  d e s i g n  t h a t  c o u l d  s u p p o r t
s m a l l  b u s i n e s s e s  a n d  i n c r e a s e  l o c a l  a c t i v i t y .
O n e  s u g g e s t e d  a  w e e k l y  m a r k e t  o r  s e a s o n a l  e v e n t  a t  t h e  s t a t i o n  p l a z a  t o
i n c r e a s e  v i s i b i l i t y  a n d  a t t r a c t  b o t h  l o c a l s  a n d  v i s i t o r s .

4 .  S o c i a l  W o r k e r  –  K e r k e l a n d e n
D a t e :  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 4
F o r m a t :  I n - p e r s o n
A f f i l i a t i o n :  L o c a l  n o n - p r o f i t  s u p p o r t i n g  v u l n e r a b l e  r e s i d e n t s
T h e  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  d e s c r i b e d  h o w  m a n y  r e s i d e n t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  f r o m
m i g r a n t  b a c k g r o u n d s  a n d  l o w - i n c o m e  h o u s e h o l d s ,  a v o i d  t h e  u n d e r p a s s
e n t i r e l y  e s p e c i a l l y  a t  n i g h t .  T h e y  d e s c r i b e d  i t  a s  d a r k ,  c o l d ,  a n d  e c h o i n g ,
a n d  e m p h a s i z e d  t h a t  t h e s e  p h y s i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  a m p l i f y  f e e l i n g s  o f  e x c l u s i o n .
T h e  w o r k e r  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  s o c i a l  s a f e t y  i s  a b o u t  m o r e  t h a n  s u r v e i l l a n c e ;  i t ’ s
a b o u t  f a m i l i a r i t y ,  p r e s e n c e ,  a n d  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .  T h e y  a d v o c a t e d  f o r  c o -
c r e a t i o n  p r o c e s s e s ,  w h e r e  r e s i d e n t s  a c t i v e l y  h e l p  d e s i g n  p u b l i c  s p a c e s ,
e n s u r i n g  t h e y  r e f l e c t  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ’ s  i d e n t i t y  a n d  n e e d s .  T h e  s t a t i o n  a r e a ,
t h e y  a r g u e d ,  s h o u l d  f e e l  l i k e  a  s h a r e d  s p a c e ,  n o t  a  c o r r i d o r  b e t w e e n  t w o
u n e q u a l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  c i t y .
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5 .  R e l i g i o u s  L e a d e r  –  K e r k e l a n d e n
D a t e :  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 4
F o r m a t :  I n - p e r s o n ,  s e m i - s t r u c t u r e d
A f f i l i a t i o n :  L o c a l  m o s q u e
T h e  i m a m  e m p h a s i z e d  t h e  s t a t i o n ’ s  l a c k  o f  s y m b o l i c  o r  c u l t u r a l  c o n n e c t i o n
t o  t h e  b r o a d e r  A l m e l o  c o m m u n i t y .  H e  n o t e d  t h a t  m a n y  r e s i d e n t s  i n
K e r k e l a n d e n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f r o m  T u r k i s h  o r  M o r o c c a n  b a c k g r o u n d s ,  f e e l
i n v i s i b l e  i n  t h e  d e s i g n  a n d  a t m o s p h e r e  o f  p u b l i c  s p a c e s .
H e  s t r e s s e d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  t h r o u g h  d e s i g n ,  s u c h  a s  p u b l i c  a r t
r e f l e c t i n g  c u l t u r a l  d i v e r s i t y ,  m u l t i l i n g u a l  s i g n a g e ,  a n d  s p a c e s  f o r  i n f o r m a l
g a t h e r i n g s .  H e  a l s o  a d v o c a t e d  f o r  i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l  a n d  i n t e r c u l t u r a l
d i a l o g u e ,  w h i c h  t h e  s t a t i o n  a r e a  c o u l d  s u p p o r t  t h r o u g h  m i x e d  p r o g r a m m i n g
e . g . ,  w e e k e n d  e v e n t s ,  e x h i b i t i o n s ,  a n d  s h a r e d  m a r k e t s .

6 .  R e s i d e n t s  o f  K e r k e l a n d e n  ( 3  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n t e r v i e w e d  i n f o r m a l l y )
D a t e :  F i r s t  w e e k  o f  F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 4

F o r m a t :  I n f o r m a l ,  c o n v e r s a t i o n a l  i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  f i e l d  v i s i t
D e m o g r a p h i c :  M i x e d  a g e s  a n d  b a c k g r o u n d s
T h e s e  r e s i d e n t s  u n i v e r s a l l y  e x p r e s s e d  d i s c o m f o r t  w i t h  t h e  u n d e r p a s s .
C o m m o n  d e s c r i p t o r s  i n c l u d e d :  “ c o l d , ”  “ d a r k , ”  “ e m p t y , ”  “ u n s a f e , ”  a n d  “ u g l y . ”
O n e  p e r s o n  r e m a r k e d ,  “ I t  f e e l s  l i k e  y o u ’ r e  w a l k i n g  i n t o  a n o t h e r  w o r l d — o n e
w h e r e  y o u  d o n ’ t  b e l o n g . ”
T h e y  a l s o  d e s c r i b e d  a  s e n s e  o f  s e g r e g a t i o n ,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  e n f o r c e d  b y
p o l i c y  b u t  r e i n f o r c e d  b y  s p a t i a l  d e s i g n .  T h e  s t a t i o n  “ b e l o n g s  t o  t h e  o t h e r
s i d e , ”  o n e  s a i d ,  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  I n d i ë  a r e a  a n d  t h e  c i t y  c e n t e r .  R e s i d e n t s
s u g g e s t e d  m o r e  g r e e n e r y ,  c o m m u n i t y  m u r a l s ,  l i g h t i n g ,  a n d  s e a t i n g  a r e a s  t o
m a k e  t h e  s p a c e  m o r e  w e l c o m i n g  a n d  i n c l u s i v e .
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Problem statement 
In many cities, the train station acts as a physical and psychological barrier, dividing
communities (Cavallo, 2008). Stations often have a front and a back, with the back
frequently being an area that people avoid or view negatively. This division is reinforced by
the physical presence of the tracks and station infrastructure, creating a lack of connection
both physically and mentally between people living on either side. As a result, communities
tend to group themselves on one side of the station, with the station itself serving as a
catalyst for this segregation. With ongoing developments like the new railway zone of
Almelo, more residents will be placed on both sides of the tracks, potentially worsening the
disconnection and amplifying the social and spatial separation between the two sides of the
station. 
Research question and sub questions 
Research-question: 

Sub-questions: 

How can architectural and urban design interventions in the Almelo train station area
reduce the physical and social disconnection, enhancing opportunities for local
development and community integration on both sides of the railway tracks?

To what extent have Almelo's railway infrastructure and urban planning decisions
around the station contributed to the physical and social disconnection between
neighborhoods?
How can the unique identity of Almelo be integrated into the train station's design to
foster a shared sense of belonging and strengthen connections between surrounding
neighborhoods?
What psychological or perceptual barriers, such as safety concerns or stigmas,
contribute to the separation of communities in the Almelo station area?
Which urban design strategies from other cities have proven effective in bridging physical
barriers around station areas?
How does enhanced connectivity both locally and through potential international rail
connections, such as the Zwolle-Münster line affect local development on both sides of
Almelo’s station?
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Theoretical Framework: 

Addressing urban spatial segregation and social division in the Almelo train station
area

The research question guiding this study ''How can architectural and urban design
interventions in the Almelo train station area reduce the physical and social
disconnection, enhancing opportunities for local development and community integration
on both sides of the railway tracks?'' requires a nuanced understanding of the factors
contributing to spatial segregation and social division. To address these issues
comprehensively, three theoretical frameworks are employed: the Theory of Spatial
Segregation by Massey and Denton (1988), Kevin Lynch's concepts from The Image of
the City (2010), and Jane Jacobs' insights on social capital in public spaces. Together,
these theories provide a lens through which to analyze the dynamics in the Almelo train
station area and enhance the impact of potential design interventions.

Spatial segregation theory

Massey and Denton’s Theory of Spatial Segregation sheds light on how physical barriers,
such as railway infrastructure, contribute to social and economic divides in urban
settings (Massey & Denton, 1988). This framework explains that infrastructure-induced
physical separation often reinforces social and psychological boundaries, creating long-
term social inequalities. In Almelo, the railway tracks significantly divides communities,
influencing how residents perceive and interact with different neighborhoods. By
exploring the historical development of this infrastructure and its role in perpetuating
divisions, this research can address the extent to which railway infrastructure and urban
planning decisions contribute to physical and social divides, directly responding to one of
the sub-questions. This theoretical perspective will also help identify psychological or
perceptual barriers, such as safety concerns or stigmas, contributing to separation
between communities.
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Urban connectivity and place-making

Building on Massey and Denton’s theory, Kevin Lynch's work on urban connectivity
provides a crucial lens for examining how the spatial layout of the Almelo train station
could alleviate social division (Ellis, 2010). Lynch identifies elements such as paths,
edges, districts, nodes, and landmarks, which shape mental maps and influence social
interactions within urban environments. In Almelo, the railway tracks function as a
dominant "edge" that can act as either a barrier or a connector, depending on urban
design interventions. Applying Lynch’s ideas, the research will explore how the unique
identity of Almelo can be integrated into the station’s design to create a shared sense of
belonging, as well as how design strategies from other cities can bridge physical divides
around station areas. By reimagining the station's surrounding areas as a cohesive urban
environment, Lynch’s concepts will guide the development of design strategies that
promote social interaction, place-making, and connectivity.
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Social capital and public spaces

Jane Jacobs’ theories on social capital emphasize the critical role of public spaces in
fostering social interaction and building community ties (Wellbeing And The
Environment: Wellbeing: A Complete Reference Guide, 2014). According to Jacobs,
vibrant public spaces encourage social engagement and foster connections among
diverse groups. The Almelo train station and its surroundings can be analyzed as public
spaces that either promote or inhibit social interactions. By applying Jacobs’ principles,
this research advocates for urban interventions that enhance social capital through
inclusive public spaces connecting the "front" and "back" of the station. This aligns with
the sub-question regarding how enhanced connectivity, both locally and through
international rail links, may influence property values, business development, and
economic activity. Jacobs’ framework also supports initiatives aimed at overcoming
psychological barriers and creating spaces that foster a shared identity, thereby
addressing the physical disconnect and cultivating a sense of belonging.

Application of the theories

The combined application of Spatial Segregation Theory, Lynch’s urban connectivity
framework, and Jacobs’ emphasis on social capital provides a multidimensional
approach to addressing the challenges in the Almelo train station area. Spatial
Segregation Theory offers insight into the socio-spatial impact of railway infrastructure;
Lynch’s concepts provide guidance on transforming barriers into pathways for
connectivity; and Jacobs highlights the importance of public spaces in strengthening
community bonds. Together, these theories enable a comprehensive exploration of the
potential for architectural and urban design interventions to reduce both physical and
social divides, as outlined in the sub-questions.



Methodological Positioning and Description of Research
Methods 
To comprehensively address the physical and social division in Almelo’s Spoorzone area, this
study will employ a combination of qualitative interviews, field observations, mapping, and
case studies. Integrating these methods enables the study to gather both detailed and
practical insights, which will inform urban design interventions aimed at strengthening
connections between the communities on either side of the railway tracks.

Qualitative interviews with key stakeholders such as municipal representatives, urban
planners, and local residents will capture diverse, in-depth perspectives on the experiences
and aspirations associated with Almelo’s Spoorzone (Alsaawi, 2014). Using a semi-
structured format, these interviews will allow flexibility in exploring individual experiences of
the Spoorzone, revealing the ways in which the physical and social disconnection impacts
daily life and community cohesion. Stakeholders’ visions for the area, as well as their
concerns about future development, will be documented to understand the expectations
surrounding efforts to bridge these barriers.

The interviews will also delve into the historical and policy-related context that has shaped
the Spoorzone, providing insights into the extent to which previous urban planning decisions
have contributed to physical and social separation. By uncovering the intertwined social and
spatial issues within the station area, these conversations will lay a strong foundation for
proposing interventions that align with community needs and aspirations.

Field observations will provide direct insights into how the Spoorzone’s physical
environment influences social interactions and movement patterns (Rosenbaum, 2005). By
observing the use of public spaces, pedestrian flows, and cycling patterns across the station
zone, this research aims to identify specific spatial elements that either facilitate or hinder
connectivity.

Through detailed observation of interactions within key public spaces such as parks and
crossings near the station the study will pinpoint areas where design interventions could
better support social cohesion and accessibility. This method directly addresses the sub-
question on how the physical environment can foster a shared sense of belonging and
enhance accessibility for residents on both sides of the station.

Mapping will be used as an analytical tool to visualize the physical structure and social
dynamics within the Spoorzone (Sandelowski et al., 2011). By creating spatial layers that
represent demographic distribution, mobility flows, and usage of public spaces, mapping will
help identify critical points of connectivity and barriers within the area. This visual analysis
will reveal specific locations in need of design changes, supporting the sub-question on how
different physical elements affect community interaction and accessibility.
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The resulting spatial maps will offer a comprehensive visual representation of how the
station area’s infrastructure impacts daily life. Mapping the potential for connectivity
improvements through pedestrian routes, public spaces, and transport links will provide a
foundation for identifying target areas for architectural and urban design interventions.

Examining case studies of other cities with similar challenges will offer valuable strategic
insights into effective urban design strategies that mitigate physical and social disconnection
in station areas (Mohd Noor & Universiti Industri Selangor, 2008). By analyzing successful
interventions in comparable urban contexts, the research can identify best practices such as
new pedestrian and cycling connections, shared public spaces, and reconfigured station
layouts that could be adapted to Almelo’s unique context.

These case studies will provide evidence of successful strategies to answer the sub-question
on which urban design approaches from other cities have been effective in bridging physical
disconnection around stations. Learning from these cases will also help avoid common
pitfalls and guide the development of practical, evidence-based solutions for Almelo.

Together, these methods offer a robust approach to understanding and addressing the
socio-spatial challenges in Almelo’s Spoorzone. Qualitative interviews and field observations
provide nuanced insights into the lived experiences and needs of the community, while
mapping and case studies contribute critical spatial and strategic perspectives. This
combination of methods supports a comprehensive data analysis process, resulting in
integrated, actionable interventions that enhance both physical connectivity and social
cohesion within the Spoorzone area.

Gathering information

Theories

Questions

Methods

Researchdiagram
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The research schedule is divided into four phases, each with specific tasks to guide the
study from start to completion. The weeks before the P1 Phase focuses on foundational
work, such as selecting research topics and defining objectives, establishing a strong basis
for the project. Between P1 and P2, data collection is prioritized, including mapping the site
and conducting interviews to gather essential information. In the weeks before P3 the
research shifts to data analysis and integration of theories, synthesizing insights to build
meaningful conclusions. Finally, the last weeks are dedicated to completing the design
project and finalizing the research.
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Relevance of this Research for the Design Assignment: The
New Station Building as catalyst for this area 

This research directly supports the design objectives for the new Almelo station, envisioned
as a catalyst for cohesion and growth in the Spoorzone. By analyzing the social and spatial
disconnection created by the current station infrastructure, this study provides critical
insights into crafting a new station that can bridge this seperation and foster a more unified
urban environment.

The current station presents both psychological and physical barriers, which contribute to
the separation of communities on either side of the railway tracks. By gathering data on
community needs, preferences, and urban behaviors, the research outlines design
strategies that specifically address these issues. Key themes emerge around creating public
spaces that encourage social interaction, enhancing pedestrian and cycling access, and
ensuring equitable connectivity across the station area. These elements are central to
designing a station that can foster a cohesive and accessible environment, strengthening
ties between residents and supporting a vibrant local community.

Interviews with municipal representatives, urban planners, and community members
provide valuable perspectives, helping align the station’s design with the broader vision for
Spoorzone’s development. By capturing the aspirations and concerns of various
stakeholders, the research ensures that the new station will serve not only as a
transportation hub but also as a symbol of social interaction, support for local businesses,
and urban revitalization. In this way, the station design reflects the community’s needs and
aspirations, ensuring it becomes a meaningful and functional addition to the area.

Field observations further inform practical design choices by examining how public spaces
around the current station are used and how people interact within these areas. These
observations offer insights into developing vibrant, inclusive spaces that encourage social
engagement and foster a strong, cohesive sense of place for Spoorzone residents. By
designing areas that actively support community interaction, the new station has the
potential to transform its surroundings, reducing social divides and promoting connectivity.

Ultimately, the findings of this research provide a solid foundation for designing a station
that transcends its traditional role as a transit hub to become a dynamic urban landmark. By
focusing on social cohesion, economic vitality, and sustainable development, the new
station can stimulate growth and connectivity throughout the Spoorzone. This
transformative potential positions the station as a cornerstone of Almelo’s urban landscape,
creating a thriving, unified area that not only meets the community’s immediate needs but
also aligns with broader urban goals.
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