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Reconciliation Park
Toward Anti-War Architeture:  An Exploratory Redesign of Bunkerpark Oostduinlaan
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Forensic Architecture
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“We are desensitised daily by 

seeing events like [Syria’s refugee 

crisis] on our media and so I 

wanted to make a claim for fiction, 

to show the reader what fiction can 

uniquely do.” 

~ Paul Lynch, interview
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Anti-war literature
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Anti-war music
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Anti-war exhibitions



8Reconciliation Park

Memorials
Counter-memorials
Peace memorials
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Memorials
Counter-memorials
Peace memorials
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... Anti-war architecture?
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The Hague
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Soil & the Atlantikwall

Young dune sand

Old dune sand on old beach sand

Peat on old beach sand

Peat on old sea deposits

Young sea deposits
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The Atlantikwall | Destroyed Areas
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The Atlantikwall | The Site
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The Site | Aerial Image
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The Site | Aerial Image with Bunkers
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Bunkerpark Oostduinlaan



19Reconciliation Park

Groepsonderkomen R622 
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Groepsonderkomen R622 | Photogrammetry Reconstruction 
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Entrances
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Woonschuilplaats | Photogrammetry Reconstruction



23Reconciliation Park

The Park | Impressions



The Atlantikwall | Relevance
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Bunker 599



The Atlantikwall | Relevance
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Festung Ijmuiden



The Atlantikwall | Relevance
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Atlantikwall Museum Den Haag



The Atlantikwall | Relevance
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Stichting Biberbunker Oostvoorne



The Atlantikwall | Relevance
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Cocondo - A place to stay
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Material Palette
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rotary hammer drill

swelling explosive electric
jackhammer angular

grinder

demolition 
robot

make holes pour explosive let the
explosive set

remove concrete define opening remove
reinforcement

finish
the surface

Breaking the concrete



indifferent engaged
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based on Sculpture in the Expanded Field by R
osalind K

rauss

Research | Design



31Reconciliation Park

What urban, architectural, and art means are there
to challenge the individual’s role in, and 
responsibility toward, seemingly unrelated global conflicts?



FPV Drones Counter-MemorialsConflicting History EducationForumsRe-Examining History ProjectsMemorialsInvestigation ProjectsDocumentation ProjectsContested Memory SitesMilitary Training Facilities Peace Memorials Anti War Art Anti War Exhibitions Virtual Reality Exhibitions Video Games

2025 2005 1978 2013

A. Niv, D. & A. 
Schwartz, IL

DAAR, PS & SE

2024 2022 1993 2013 2015 2017 - current 1986 - 1993

Non-erasable
messages.

Imposing structure.

Expressing
yourself.

Sharing the 
experience.

Discussing.

Information screen. Informative exhibition.Informative exhibition.

Animated models.

Personal stories.Personal stories. Personal stories.

Elements of surprise.

Juxtaposing historical layers. Interviewing a professional.

Explanatory materials.Introducing uncommon
methodologies.

Anomalities.

Dark atmosphere.Dark atmosphere.

Disturbing images.

Walking in a park.

Bright 
spaces.

Views to the 
outside.

Busy, but
quiet.

1954 2023 2025 2025 2023

Esther Shalev-Gerz, LT & 
Jochen Gerz, DE

Anselm Kiefer, DE The War up Close Project, UAKenzō Tange, JP Paul Lynch, IEIsrael Defense Forces (IDF), IL Forensic Architecture, UK
Center for Spatial Technologies, UA

Forensic Architecture, UK
Forensic Architecture, UK

Grupa Spomenik, New Yugoslavia
Michael Sfard Law Office, ILJames Ingo Freed, USA

Сили Безпілотних Систем
(Unmaned System Forces), UA

Parallel Histories, UK Valve, USA

Museums and monuments 
in a park assemble.

A commemorative 
museum.

Erecting a new 
building atop
historic ruins.

A simulation of an
Arabic settlement.

Using Arabic architectural
and cultural elements to
simulate a settlement.

An interactive cartographic
platform, a report.

A video.
A site investigation concluded 

with a public forum.
A legal contention in 
the Israeli High Court.

 A free-to-play first-person
shooter game.

To compete in team-based
tactical matches to

complete various objectives.

A lead-clad column that gradually 
sinks into the ground over time.

One exhibition in two museums. A travelling VR exhibition.A social realist novel.A memorial museum. 

Collecting and presenting a
variety of sources that bring
together different narratives.

To raise awareness about the horrors 
of the Holocaust and help prevent 

future genocides.

A social media page. Teaching resources and guidance.

Hamburg, Germany Amsterdam, the Netherlands Ottawa, CanadaHiroshima, Japan fictional Dublin, IrelandTel Aviv-Yafo, IsraelTze'elim, Israel Gaza, Palestine Kyiv, Ukraine Belgrade, Serbia Battir, West BankWashington D.C., USAvarious, Ukraine & Russia various fictional

An initiator. A visionary. A questioner. An explorer.An initiator. An activist. An entertainer.

Using a player-centric, iterative,
and data-driven approach
to design a video game.

A promoter. A military trainer.

To prepare soldiers for
urban warfare.

An investigator. A visionary.An investigator.

Glorification. Getting together.

Seeing your family.

Designed narratives. Is history repeating itself?

Glorification.

Educating 
future

generations.

Parallel to playing
video games.

Threatening. Approaching the village.

Overwhelming videos. Overwhelming videos.

Aestheticized images. Portraying the enemy.

Designed acoustics.

References to the past.

References to the past.

Powerful phrasing.

No one is 
safe.

Seeing vio-
lence unfold.

Artifacts of 
conflict.

Discussing 
war.

Showing the casulties.

Documenting.
Remembering.

Documenting.
Seeking justice.

Different sides -
different pasts.

-----------

---------------------------------

-----------

----------------------

--------------------------------- -----------

Overwhelming amount
of information.

Meeting the enemy. Implied
violence.

Erasing
history.

Multi-angle reconstruction. The loss of home.

Unlayering violence.Disturbing exhibits.

Public interest.Remembrance.

Informative 
posts.

Self-
promotion.

Developing new
military skills.

Designed in detail.

Bombing.
Human life at risk.

Exposing urbicide.

Alternative journalism.

The destruction of
the home space.

Robbed childhood.

Evidence on every scale.

Physically still in Canada. Successful strategy.

Getting one-tapped.

Reward system.
Dopamine rush.

A simulation of a
Morrocan settlement. 

High-pressure moments.
Fight-or-Flight.

Immersive experience.

Unpredictability.

Witnessing destruction.

Seeing children’s art.

Told stories.
May contradict the painting.

Uncovering layers
of history.

Imagined stories.
Emerge from the painting.

Feelings of/about 
the space.

Static composition.
Bright colours.

Immersive through
its dimensions.

Recognizable forms.

Distorted forms.

Abstraction.
Cold materials.

Residents and visitors of Hamburg.
Residents and visitors of Amsterdam. 

Entrance: €27.50

Residents and 
visitors of Tel Aviv. 

Entrance: €5.00

To commemorate 
Etzel.

To reveal the 
negation built into 

the museum.

A report.

Analyzing and 
comparing histori-
cal photographs.

A designer. A critic.

Residents and visitors of Ottawa. Open to the public on the Internet.
Residents and visitors of Hiroshima. 

Entrance: €1.25
Residents and visitors of

Washington D.C.
Open to the public on the Internet.

Price: >€7.00
Open to the public on the Internet. Closed for the public.

Open to the public 
on the Internet.

Open to the public on the Internet. Open to the public on the Internet.

To challenge the
framework of contemporary

commemorative politics.

A critic. An advocate.

Conducting fieldwork and using
digital tools to weave together the 

layers of history embedded in a site.

Open to the public on the Internet.
High school students and teachers.

Price: €340.00

To examine the confluence of past 
and present at the location

of the Kyiv TV Tower. 

Using data mining and geolocation to 
identify various data inputs and

pattern analysis to categorize them.

Using 3D modeling, image analysis, 
and geolocation to locate primary 
sources and construct a narrative.

To present patterns of ‘incidents’, 
attacks conducted by the

Israeli military in the Gaza strip.

Challenging
assumptions.

Questioning 
the normal-

ization of 
war.

Posing
questions.

Exploring the 
quesiton of

free will. 

Losses are
irretrievable.

Immediacy 
with the

characters.

Creating 
understand-
ment for the 

other.

Honesty.

No false 
sense of 

resolution.

The writing form imprisoning 
the reader in the story.

Lack of 
humour.

The presence of
the mundane.

Radical
empathy: 

cannot look 
away

Set in
Dublin, but 

contains the 
universal.

Reading a novel.

Watching interactive videos.
Exploring documents from 

both sides of a conflict.
Forming an informed opinion.

Debating.

Reading an interview.Reading a report. Visiting an exhibition.Visiting an exhibition.
Visiting a 
(guided) 

exhibition.

Reading a 
report.

Visiting an exhibition. Playing a tactical video game.

Using game tactics.

Communicating with your 
teammates.

1986–1993: Collectivizing the 
monument by inscription.

1993–present: Reading the 
story of the monument.

Walking through a park 
ansemble, visiting museums 

and memorial statues.

To ratify a public statement
against fascism. 

Creating a structure designed for 
visitor interaction and engagement.

To question the stability of
democracy and encourage empathy 

for those affected by global conflicts.

Using the writing form to
imprison the reader in the story.

To challenge Germany’s
postwar identity.

Using a wide variety of materials
for the creation of grand

paintings and physical models.

To expose Russia’s aggression,
preserve the memory of it,

and seek justice.

Using 360° panoramic photos,
drone footage and 3D models to 
curate an immersive experience.

Blending built and natural elements
in curating an experience.

To raise awareness of the devastation 
caused by atomic bomb detonation 
and advocate against its future use.

To prepare students to be
active citizens in thriving
pluralistic democracies.

To preserve the natural integrity of a 
UNESCO World Heritage site.

Conducting fieldwork and
using 3D modeling to build
a case for court defense.

The Israeli High Court.

Creating educational resources,
training teachers, and

fostering inter-school debates.

Minimal impact on
the built environemt.

A memorial? A monument?
A funeral?

Capturing the moods
of the time.

Expressing 
your opinion.

Debating.

Being guided 
by your 

teachers.

Educating against hate.
The paradox as
a starting point.

The common environment
as a start for understanding.

The natural environment.

Winning the case.

Hearing the 
other side. 

Understanding both sides. 

Excitement to form a
personal position.

Interviewing 
affected communities.

Imagined futures.

The possibility of
disruption.

Asking critical questions.

Learning through
dual narratives.

To promote the Unmaned System 
Forces of Ukraine.

Sharing FPV drone footage from the 
war front alongside ‘talking head’ 

videos on Instagram.

Scrolling through an
Instagram page.

Exercising in a
‘foreign’ settlement.

Watching a video.
Exploring on the

cartographic platform.
Reading a report.

Presenting both sides.

Asking crtical questions.

Thorough documentation.
Comparative

studies.
Informative

exhibit.

Architectural 
analysis.

Video
materials.

Witnessing
destruction.

Inspiring 
patriotism.

Powerful
phrasing.

Public
partaking.

Recon-
structing

narratives.

Exposing 
contradic-

tions.

Showing interrelations.
Uncovering layers

of history.

Creator, Nationality

Completion

Location

Category

Methodology

Format

Position of the Creator

Building Up Tension

User Experience

Moment(s) of Relief

Rational

Re
sp

on
se

N
ar
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ti

ve
 T

ec
hn

iq
ue

s

Emotional

Souvernir

Goal

Access

The Monument
Against Fascism

Stopping the Wall 
in Battir

Parallel Histories 
Session

Living Death Camps: 
Staro Sajmište

Russian Strike on the 
Kyiv TV Tower

A Cartography
of Genocide

Tze’elim Urban Warfare
Training Centerusf_army United States Holocaust 

Memorial Museum
Ruins Under Construction: 

the Etzel Museum
Hiroshima Peace
Memorial Park Prophet Song Sag Mir Wo

die Blumen Sind
The War Up Close

VR Exhibition in Ottawa Counter-Strike 2

• Outlining of key characteristics • Design guidelines • Position of the designer
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Project Studies | Analysis



tension rational

emotionalrelief

indifferent engaged
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based on Sculpture in the Expanded Field by R
osalind K

rauss

Research | Design



tension rational

emotionalrelief

rest areas

exhibition
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to
get

her

em
ergency 
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indifferent engaged
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based on Sculpture in the Expanded Field by R
osalind K

rauss

Research | Design
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Exhibition



36Reconciliation Park

The Dymaxion Map Projection
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Dymaxion Map Projection on Site
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The Exhibition Route
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Temporary Pavilions



40Reconciliation Park

Groepsonderkomen R622 | Reception & Exhibition Space
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Woonschuilplaats .1 | VR Exhibition
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Munitiebergplaats R134 | Lectures / Video Exhibition
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Temporary Pavilions | Current Conflict Hotspots
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Temporary Pavilions | Current Conflict Hotspots
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Temporary Pavilions | Current Conflict Hotspots
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Keuken R645 | Open Kitchen
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Woonschuilplaats .2 | Digital Archive
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Badhuis | Exhibition Space
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Woonschuilplaats .3 | Reading Room
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W.C. | Public Bathroom
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Rest Areas
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The Boardwalk
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Connecting Paths
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Planting New Trees on the Site
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Emergency Housing
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The Emergency Housing Units
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Impression on Site
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Accessibility
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Accessibility
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Living Spaces
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Living Spaces
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Balconies
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Energy Flows
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Being Together
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Site Plan
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Platforms
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Roof Terrace
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Community Kitchen
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Munitiebergplaats R134 | Lecture Hall
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Munitiebergplaats R134 | Performance Space
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Munitiebergplaats R134 | Discussion & Debate Space
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Munitiebergplaats R134 | Public Gathering Space
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