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A leader give out a copy of ‘Monocle: Guide to Better Living’ to local 
villagers in Thailand.
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it a window, a ceiling, or the position of a unit in 
the building, it guarantees a better performance of 
the same ordinary building. By inserting the trial 
components back to an actual working process, I 
generated 3 possible scenarios from their different 
combinations. Each scenario responds to different 
situations and target groups, which are: Luxury, 
Comfort and Budget. All show to what extent the 
effects can spread, from one single unit, to the 
whole building, and perhaps, to a building designed 
by another architect, and maybe, in time, to another 
one after that. Even if each scenario has different 
focus points, they all share an improved living 
quality, while at the same time, answer the client’s 
financial concerns, the contractor’s limited skill sets, 
and most importantly ensure an architect’s personal 
design agenda.

In Thailand, the most common architectural project 
you will find is a high-rise living development. At the 
peak of a consumerist society, the collective aim for 
Thai people is to reach a better-than-good life that 
advertisements feed you. To answer such desire, 
these types of projects disregard the natural evolu-
tion of an architecture that is unique and suitable to 
Thai context for a Westernized and luxurious style. 
In such a prescriptive and predetermined system 
of work, all real estate developers only go for the 
‘maximum-profit’ that meets feasibilities while using 
easy, fast and standardized construction methods. 
This results in inhabitants adapting to ‘minimum-
required’ artificial contexts.

The proposal takes these high-rise developments 
and their architectural elements as a type to 
reflect upon. Using a particular project, I-Space 
Residence, in which I, myself designed with Atelier 
of Architects in 2012, as a case study. Working as 
a project architect I had the opportunity to witness 
the whole process of a developer-driven imagina-
tion. It all started by a “Municipality Designed” and 
self-approved set of drawings that the client brought 
to us, asking for beautification, satisfying the taste 
of their target group. The building was finished in 
2014, quite different to what we had in mind. Due 
to budget cuts and logistic difficulties along the 
process, all specific design elements were removed 
or replaced with basic methods and materials. Only 
few wealthy clients can answer to our high ambi-
tion, not everybody can afford an architect’s dream. 

Because of that, I find that the most interesting 
point of departure is to deal with architectural 
components. They contain so much potential to 
have influence beyond just one building. Therefore, 
I place the focus on the always neglected and 
underestimated part of our work. In particular on 
7 important components: Floors, Walls, Ceilings, 
Shadings, Railings, Doors, and Windows. These 
components went through a series of experiments 
structured into categories which, through out my 
working experience, had a significant influence 
within the project development. These categories 
are: The Aesthetics, The Climatic Context, The 
Standardization, The Relation and The Economics. 
I then observed their performance and their reper-
cussions in the living conditions.

From the experiment, I concluded that there is no 
one true answer to my initial hypothesis, but rather 
a chain of possible events. It also proves that 
the whole process is subverted by implementing 
small changes in a standardized component. Be 
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‘I -Space Residence’, a typical condominium situated in the city center of 
Chonburi province, Thailand. Designed by Atelier of Architects Company 
Limited in 2012 and f inished its construction in 2014.

8 Floors, 23-meter height by restricted regulations.
85 Rooms, 2,815 sq.m. sales area
3 Types: 60 Single Bedrooms, 15 Double Bedrooms
Consist of 300 Doors, 230 Windows
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Site visit on December 13th, 2013

Site visit on June 12th, 2014
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© Atelier of Architects Company Laimited
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I -Space Condo (2010), f irst building under the same developer that 
I-Space Residence has to resemblance.

Room type rendering for early period advertisement.
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Interior rendering for advertisements purposes.
The materiality and scale has been modif ied according to the market trend.
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Advertisement for sub renting a unit on an online website.
A built- in partition has been added to compartmentalizing the space.
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The Aesthetics is a study developed through a series of perspectives that vary from 
dif ferent points of view, which are the architect, the developer, the contractor and 
the inhabitant. Each party has their own interests, therefore their own particular way 
of rendering reality.

- The architects are dreaming of creating a masterpiece as seen on any 
architectural digest.
- The developers are looking for a dream image that sells. The most 
repeated keywords in any advertisement nowadays are along the line of 
‘modern’ ‘minimal’ and ‘luxurious’.
- The contractors are the realists. Their workers have limited skills and 
ambitions, so they would appropriate the materials, the details and 
techniques accordingly. 
- The inhabitants, even though they bought their perfect life image from the 
developers, their lifestyle and behavior always roll out dif ferently.
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The Climatic Context is a study on the components’ performance affected by 
natural inf luences, which always play a huge role in developing Thailand’s built-
environment. The traces of this effects manifested in each region’s architectural 
details. From the traditional house that is a statement on Thai human scale and 
cultural behavior to the Colonial era when we started mimicking Western ideals and 
lost track of its specif icity. The parameters used are humidity, pressure, light and 
temperature.
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The Standardization is an act of ‘standardizing’ the knowledge from intuition and 
years of experiences, it also minimizes overall costs by fitting the dimensions with 
the scale of industrial production. However, to exclude all subjective opinions and 
predetermined results, a set of existing design components from other regional 
concerned architectural firms has been chosen to be the variables for the experiment. 
Then, inserted the components back into conventional construction drawings of 
I-Space Residence to monitor. 
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The Relation observed the performance of each component in relation to others. 
While 2D drawings serve for measurements, 3D drawings allowed me to test the 
desired interaction. The study helped determine the importance of each change and 
to see how much and in what way it really affects the quality of the space. 
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The Economics taking all the studied components into account, any final decision 
comes down to the numbers. The sheet focuses on the overall budget of the project, 
due to the undeniable fact that the big crunch number is what the clients are looking 
for. Then, zooming in to each component’s detail to see what type, material, scale and 
labor costs really affect the big picture. To help determine which option has the most 
potential and which can be removed from the consideration.
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Frampton, Kenneth. “Towards a Critical Region-
alism: Six Points for an Architecture of Resistance.” 
In The Anti-Aesthetic. Essays on Postmodern 
Culture. Seattle: Bay Press, 1983.

Kenneth Frampton’s take on Critical Regionalism 
became the most referred writing of the theory 
and brought the term to light. By expanding Paul 
Ricoeur’s quotation of “how to become modern 
and to return to sources”, Frampton generated his 
point of view down in to 6 points which analyze 
and criticize the situation. Defying placelessness 
and ‘resists’ the globalization momentum by giving 
it a sense of place. It should adopt the modern 
architecture critically for its universal progressive 
qualities while value particular geographical and 
historical contexts.

Rather than visual and tactile, he suggested 
topography, context, climate, light and tectonic 
form are those that should have an important role 
to this process. Using Jørn Utzon and Alvar Aalto’s 
projects as examples of how the retake of architec-
ture through this lens should be.
______________

Lefaivre, Liane, and Alexander Tzonis. Architecture 
of Regionalism in the Age of Globalization: Peaks 
and Valleys in the Flat World. Abingdon, Oxon: 
Routledge, 2012.

Lefaivre and Tzonis are the first who introduce 
the term “Critical Regionalism” into architectural 
theory world. Aiming to challenge architects out of 
post-modernism era after World War II, proposing 
an alternative approach to the design by rethinking 
architecture concerning its regional and contexts. 
It is a product that concerns globalization as much 
as it is of regionalism itself. However, their take are 
different from what Frampton made famous: they 
suggests that the theory shouldn’t be drawn directly 
from the context, rather elements can be stripped of 
it and used in a non-familiar way.

It is a historical study tracing back from Vitruvius 
to Wang Shu to understand how ‘region’ change 
though time. They metaphorically used the term 
‘flat’ to explain the globalization process. The 
futuristic idea where we’re loosing natural and 
cultural diversity, where interactions and spaces are 
minimized to transportation and electronic commu-
nications and how it is effecting spatial quality in 
architecture.
______________

Lefaivre, Liane, Alexander Tzonis and Bruno 
Stagno. “The Suppression and Rethinking of 
Regionalism and Tropicalism after 1945.” In Trop-
ical Architecture: Critical Regionalism in the Age of 
Globalization. Chichester: Wiley-Academic ;, 2001.

Selection of essays by various theorists and histori-
cists on tropical architecture and globalization to 
advocate for regionalism theory. Showing multiple 
spectrum of ideas and design proposal framing 
by such point of view while related specifically to 
tropical condition. 

Among these tropical countries there are several 
common problems that are considered within the 
text, such as post-colonialism, climate, sense of 
place, tradition and most importantly addressed are 
sustainability and identity issue. Aiming to ground 
the theory in physical examples, they explain it 
alongside both architectural and urban cases from 
practitioners around the world to show how it really 
effected a certain situation.
______________

Nalbantoglu, Gülsüm Baydar, and Wong Chong 
Thai, eds. Postcolonial Space(s). New York: 
Princeton Architectural Press, 1997.

Postcolonial Space(s) initiated from international 
conference in Singapore, the issue is current 
enough among Eastern architects and academics 
that afterwards able to expand to various of conven-
tion and a theoretical text.

The book is a collection of essays from various 
theorists that investigate into different cases of 
post-colonial “space” framing questions from 
specific position in relation to particular cultural and 
historical contexts. Comparing by binaries such 
as West/East, traditional/modern, natural/cultural, 
structural/ornamental, etc. to find a way to under-
stand while being critical to the situation.

Each essay Through the frame of literary theory, 
cultural studies and philosophy, some focuses on 
materiality of constructions while some focuses on 
cross-cultural exchange in global level. Together, 
they aiming to provoke regionalists to reconsider 
their legitimacy of their ideas, having in mind the 
the possibility of mere imitation of representation or 
identity.
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From the experiment, it can be concluded that there is no one true answer to the initial 
hypothesis, but rather a chain of possible events. By inserting the trial components 
back to an actual working process, whether it is designing according to market trends, 
selecting objects from catalogues and pitching the project to a client, can help define 
our power of negotiation. Three scenarios has been generated from their different 
combinations. Each scenario responds to different situations and target groups, which 
are: Luxury, Comfort and Budget. 

IMAGE 1: Luxury Scenario
The scheme selects all the best options regarding the aesthetic and climatic 
concerns. The room area is extended under legal limit with special windows and 
shadings design, which can be adjusted according to certain types of weather. 
Combined with the ceilings, which cooperate with the building’s facade, it enables 
cross ventilations throughout the room.

IMAGE 2: Comfort Scenario
The scheme mediates the between the two scheme extremes. While being affordable, 
it contains both generous views and is well f it ted with the climate. With that, the room 
is still spacious and leaves room for a balcony.

IMAGE 3: Budget Scenario.
The scheme main concern are the numbers. Aiming for the cheapest combination that 
still of fers a better living condition. The scheme eliminates unnecessary, ornamental 
objects, such as shading f ins, and replace them with self shading. Although the 
room area decreased, this has been compensated with a panoramic view through 
f ixed-windows, that is proven 4 times cheaper than a normal sliding one. As a 
consequence, the grilled-doors from back to front are added to ventilate.

Budget
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Preliminary Impression
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