#post-colonial identity
#Hong Kong migrants
#English pub
#kitchen

#hospitality

Open Kitchen, Public House

refiguring kitchen(s) in English pub as new space for constructing diasporic identity
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A view of a Hong Kong kitchen
(image by author, from visit to his parents” house in HongKong)
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Problematizing Food x Space x Identity

Cooking as embodied movement

€775 T T Reading3Z il «
3.344 members, 144 online

https://youtu.be/24mbNsNpCek
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“Through embodied movements, the
Happy sharing@ &2

citation operates to recall and reconnect
with places elsewhere that, through those
very movements, are remembered; at the
same time, a site of diasporic belonging is
created.”

Vikki Bell, “Performativity & Belonging, An Introduction” (1999)

YouTube
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Problematizing Food x Space x Identity

Cooking as identity-performing

“For if identity is performed, then the
space in which that performativity takes
place can be seen as a stage... [the space]
will be imbued with associations of

the activities that took place there, on
the part of those who witnessed those
activities.

Leach, Neil. “Belonging.” AA Files, no. 49 (2003): 76-82. http:/ /www.
jstor.org/stable/29544753

(right)
A view of HK migrants’
kitchen

(image by author, from
Nov. 22 fieldwork in
Reading)
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Problematizing Food x Space x Identity

the alimentary-spatio-identity triangle

is constructed in the embodied operation through

FOOD ¢ IDENTITY

A set of ironstone teacup and saucer from the 1960s with the crowned HK logo, manu-

SPACE factured by Dunn Bennett & Co. in England.
(courtesy of @93collectible, a digital archive of HK historic artefacts)
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play video here



Problematizing Food x Space x Identity

HK migration in numbers

50000p

GLOBAL

Map of popular destinations for post-2019

HK migration

(size of circle in proportion to size of arriving population)

k|

REGIONAL

Greaber London 22.3%
Manchesber 8.2%
Birmingham 4.8%
Reading 4.2%
Bristol 4.0%
Notbtingham 3.2%

*only the 6 most representative locations are included in this table; data taken

km?
/1569
/1156
/2678

/404
/110

17461

*100
*100

*100

*100
*100

*100

Population density by AREA of arriving HK migrants

=14
=70

=18

=104
=36

=43

from “Survey Report on HK BN(O) Arrivals’ Preferred Destinations”, June 2021, by

HongKongers In Britain

S Y

LOCAL

Map of Reading in relation to

Greater London
(map below shows Reading municipal bound-
ary in BLUE and the urban area around)

Greater London
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Hospitality as ethnographic method

situated knowledge

“In the specific context of migration,

one subject to a series ofasymmetric
relationships, how can we overcome the
agreed narratives infused by authorities
to ensure the migrant’s good integration
and legalisation? In a context of high
vulnerability, how can we investigate the
domain of the intimate and express the
everyday? But most of all, how to break
through intimacy?”

Stéphanie Dadour, “Building on Ethnography, for Architecture: Private
Hospitality and the Making of a ‘"Home” (France, 2019-2021)

1
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Hospitality as ethnographic method

fieldtrip: a three-step method

* faces of interviewees are covered for privacy reasons

Walk together Cook together Eat together

researcher will follow the interviewee to prepare researcher will prepare the meal together with the researcher will sit at table with the interviewee,
the meals, and conduct a walking interview along interviewee in their home kitchen and have a meal together
the trip

N
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Hospitality as ethnographic method

fieldtrip: a three-step method

* faces of interviewees are covered for privacy reasons

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘ Sep, 2022 Nov, 2022

1
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Hospitality as ethnographic method

drawing observations: city
B
* faces of interviewees are covered for privacy reasons e s _. -
/- /, e
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Hospitality as ethnographic method

foodspace

drawing observations:

* faces of interviewees are covered for privacy reasons

Research methodology

il

Open Kitchen, Public House
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Hospitality as ethnographic method

drawing observations:

Research methodology

il
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Hospitality as ethnographic method

Collectivity by strange encounters
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“My model of strange encounters as a form of
political activism and collective work suggests
that we need to find ways of re-encountering
these encounters so that they no longer hold other
others in place...

Collectivises are formed through the very work
that has to be done in order to get closer to other
others.”

Sara Ahmed, “Strange Encounters - embodied others in post-coloniality”

1
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Research methodology

Open Kitchen, Public House
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3.  Architectural & Technical design
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Design concept

site context

Household

7 ] ) A "household" is (current definition, from 2011) one person living
The word ‘pub’ is of course an abbreviation of ‘public house’. It is alone, or a group of people (not necessarily related) living at the same

contended by the licensed Trade that this is a misnomer, and that the pub is
not really a public place at all. The licensee may exclude anyone without
giving a reason. Nevertheless, I think we can say that a pub isa house opento
the public at stated times for the purpose of social drinking. Any other
purpose, such as eating or entertainment, is incidental. This conveniently people.
narrows the field by excluding licensed restaurants, theatres with bars and

address who share cooking facilities and share a living room, sitting
room or dining area. A household can consist of a single family, more

than one family or no families in the case of a group of unrelated

A "household" is (previous definition, from 1996 to 2010) a person
living alone, or a group of people living at the same address who have
the address as their only or main residence and either share one main

TIE meal a day or share living accommodation (or both).

TRADITIONAL
ENGLISII PUB

AWay of Drinking

AR ]

Ben Davis, “The Essence of Pub-ness”, The Tra-
ditional English Pub - A Way of Drinking (1981)

. ,B_(‘llﬁjl\'is
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Design concept

site context
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Map of landuse in Reading proper

1:100000

P5 Presentation_Kevin S.F. LAI

Open Kitchen, Public House

3.

Architectural & Technical design




Design concept

site context

sports centre

ASDA superma
Gennis court
private clinic
pub S
library + youth centre__
church — s
salvation army centre
offices do
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Design concept

site context

Evening Post, Thursday, December 2, 1982
(online archive)

Lower Earley, circa 1970s
(online archive)

A SIGN at the enlnlt.-e
tain's biggest pnvm ln l
estate reads: “Lower ‘t
New ComTu ity.”

It's a welcoming si for visitors.
But once they're inside this 1
acre mini-town, they're likely to find
a community far from happy with its
environment.

That's if they find anything at all. For
the sign at the entrance is one of only a
{ew on the massive es!

From there on, visiting Lower Earle
can be hke trying to| find your way rou:
Hiampton Court

g that Js Just problem number one,

<ay residents.

They claim the whole development has
lost its way. The dream, they say, be:
little resemblance to the reali

Their views receive backing even from
the man who helped plan Lower Earley.

1977. Wokingham District Council
y»lanmng chairman lan Crail wrote that
planners had succeeded in creating a new
town in which private developers would
make substantial contributions to ser-
vices and amenities

Blank

He wrote in the foreword for Lower
Earley's planning blueprint: “1 am proud
of what we are nrmevmg through local
_u\n rament plann (s

Now Councillor Crail has a different
Jiew of Lower Earley.

||- calls the de\elopmem unsatisfac-

"Tnd he says 1 drove through the other
vening and by the time I had got to the
ther end | had a feeling I hld travelled

hrough a blank spot on the

The roads have no cl\ancler and you

~e all sense of where yor

The Loddon- Earley Rtildenls Associ-
tion is more scathing. Chairman Brian

<heldrake says the development is
mmmgad(‘pressmgienol’ roofs.
All amenities come last, aﬂer proﬁt
eracre and rates income.” he cl
:sidents complain about
® o lack of community hcllmex open

Lower Earley: ‘A blank spot

on the map’

means the local mtbonw u not mpolul
ble for mve« sweepi
The council says it 'o\lld nM ld
mn‘m Sl Was Of &8 sced ble
standard. M r lllon -lddl lhll m
months

when dmlopen -rc mll nlponil le for

X" major complaint from residents is
that nmpomu on the estate is totally

Special report by DAVID MURRAY

space, school: bs, sports cen-
e g chocls Shops, pubs. spor
. ﬂl borlnl,. hteleu character of the

l a Ilcl of consultation bet'een plan-
Ts and the existing residents; and
lalouvnlkto( he m

';‘r‘l:eychmthereh h ﬁ t 'een
was ens the blueprint —
m.amuopm'.'mn.; and what s now

happenis

But me dmnn council disagrees. Plan-
ning officer Richard Wilson says the
overall direction of the developmenl and
the way the estate is evolving rel
dmlopmeu\ bnef and council dc‘luons

and discussi

He lddl On an estate of the size of
Lower Earley, it is unreasonable to
expect everything to be completed over.

okmlhnm councillor Margaret Gimb-
lett take: ferent view. She told a
recent mnl “You do not wait until the
whole thing is completed before saying it
is wrong.

Nowls the time tosay ft s working or

not, and ot think it is. We do not
wanl to desnm nnd develop a mgm
Earley Resi-

dents Association have told the Evening
Post of the main concern of people living
inthe area.
HOUSING
They say developers are cramming
homes on fo land at Lower Earley as the
recession bites. And they claim the
development brief's yardstick of 10.to 11
lomes an acre is heing 1gno;

Hr Sheldrake claims: “They are squeez-
people in at twice the density now.’
ul the council disagrees. It says that,

to date, dehlled lp;mvll has been given
for 3,200 homes on
overall density of 10.2 homes an acre.

Residents also say estates have been
designed so that only the backs of houses
are seen from the main roads. This makes
driving through Lower Earley very
disorientatins

15 acres of land — an.

One resi “ﬁ
postman hlvl di cnllyfindmglddru
ses did not finish delivering his letters
until after 4pm one day.

Mr Wilson says the county surveyor is
aware of complaints, but he adds: "1t must
be appreciated that there are difficulties
in providing a comprehensive signing
system within a consistently changing
environment.”

Most developers are happy with the
present arrangements.

ANDPUBS .
Residents claim there are few. if any.
shops for local people. apart from the

W Flashback: July 1977, when the plan was all set to go.
art rrvm that, Laurel Park. off from

Roshey Way. b
as open space.

the
as already been provided P!ﬂsh councils. Itmee
_ But association representative Norman

association -nd

Planners F
been made

Evening Post, Tuesday, April 17,

1984

(online archive)

avoid exces:
fences.
TRANSPOR'
Residents
developmen
vices being
from any ho
nearly a mil
The distri
still lomrk
But Mi '
appreciated
developmen
than this dis
Residents
link — the
50 that one |
‘marooned
The centr,
Berkslure (
1985/86,
del‘lmlelyd\
Househol
completed
been adopte
[
a
I-
it
e
n
d
n
d
e [ ]
1
e
1
[
A major change in the
9 BY ALISON GRAY plan has n o switch
= own complex £
"| THE district centre at Craining r:oo:.m“l':o:nﬂﬂel
Lower Earley is to have northern part of the site to
arustic look. the south. A swimming
And it wiil have the first pool is also on the cards.
o The plan was produced The pub will serve a
?”"3:.'&1.":;'"i::fr:"':a by Messrs Clifford Culpin dual function, with one Formal application for
'r{lhlpﬂh and Partners. who won the side serving the leisure planning consent for the
These are just two of the architectural competition.  centre. revamped version is due to
special features shown in  Promoted by the district Architects are still be made. and it is hoped
| a model of the complex, ~¢ouncil and Bovis Homes worklnﬁ on the design for the mde' 1 will show coun-
é ich went on display at Lid. to design Phase 111. the ¢ :_;ch and the cillors its advantages.
Wokingham District " surgery. The new surgery
: Council's offices last h“" model shows design  has been allocated exclu- l-lldinx work is due to
) nigk! changes which have been sivel u, poﬂ., Munday start “mext
[ h since ‘the competi-  and i .."I 4 "m
Running tion. Changes were made in two years. The cost will
following a detailed study Squash e cegion of
of the projected running il T reslen
s At a meeting of the full N;I:ollhe;m’re. o "f«'"w:f (‘Q‘nll'f will '
g ('llll(‘ll last night mem- mong (I eatures prtv seating for up to
el bers accei ll‘n mm» Phase III are a pub. doc- 1,600 people. There 'Ill ”:?::' ! ',Al:‘:a district
el plan for the develo tors' surgery. church. a  also be a health suite and  (ETRTC. WS, AS€a Super
of Phase 111 of the d ;mu library. leisure centre and  the opportunity to use the "“ se I will
cenire, homes. pub. provide more shops.
i

STEPHEN FULLER

The
31-year-old, Chestnut
Cr!scenl Shinfield, took the
light from the van when he
uw it gnried in Whitley.

an Christmas,

Divorced

Fuller was traced to his
home and 1uemoned e
admitted taking the light
und snld he had thrown it

district and
s once a month 2 court Fuller admitied

theR of the £27.36 i

the disiricrs fl hasfned Hoand o el d

i marers i Byl compensation an

licies. The ml;lslntu heard he

stive group's W was divorced and was

anning com- W apparently unhappy at the
time of the offence, sayil

tivecommit- W he had lost his wife an

asameans M children

| can see no Fuller told the court: “1

sciations are M qon't know why I did it .. . it

1wt ask for

j t
sed'nt tne I v n;‘ug a prank that wen

choed by a -

have led 1o il Molon fund mum
Tock of bt
tock of what
weotarand | has disease
vof;plan are The mother of Anthony
Nolan, who died from bor

ually house W marrow disease. is sun‘enu
reaching its W (rom the incruable Parkin-
growing for son's Disease, it was
ling develop- W revealed yesterday

) But in defiance of doctor’s
west private Wl orders, Mrs Shirley Nolan.
Zleast of all determi

aged 37,
work on for the fund to save
— ©ther bone-marrow victims
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Design concept

site context

Reading pub Earley Retreat now on the market

25th October 2021

) By James Aldridge Share Q
W jamesAjourno
\ Local Democracy Reporter 3 Comments

A Reading pub remains closed after being shut since the first lockdown.
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Design concept

site context
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Building plan of english pub
(sourced from lower earley planning department database)
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Design concept

strategy: liberate from adjacent mass
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Design concept

liberate from adjacent mass

strategy:

DM

Open Kitchen, Public House
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Design concept

Opening up pub kitchen

/| NI

=/

g

NN

3.  Architectural & Technical design

P5 Presentation_Kevin S.F. LA Open Kitchen, Public House



Design concept

Programme study

existing
= 1609 sqm.

462 sqm.

N S -

i
By i
4§ (g }
202 sqm. — e -
SRS
l \\\ } Sz a0 g oo
- = T
269 sqm. =8l
N
BN BTN SV | “
- = T = frf =
336 sqm. (TIENY 1 =] oo || i .
| T = 1 [
I |
_ AL &P ‘ S = - um | v
402 sqm. il X T
proposed 'R e
classroom kitchen P
&7 sam. _ PR gl |
K = 3087 sqm. na Bl —
library
93 sqm. 152 sqm. 728 sqm. 292 sqm. 285 sqm.

Lockhart Road Complex (now Lockhart Road Mu-
nicipal Services Building) (1985), Hong Kong
M+, Hong Kong. Gift of Chung Wah Nan Archi-
tects Limited, 2014

|
I
1 (T

LLIRLLILLLY

1
I
Y

P5 Presentation_Kevin S.F. LAI_ Open Kitchen, Public House 3.  Architectural & Technical design




Design concept

Programme study
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Technical details

detailing a winter garden
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Technical details

detailing a winter garden

¥

N _+22670 RF - public deck

N/ +18250 5F - refuge house
NS +15250 4F - refuge house
X _+11250 3F - studio kitchen
S _+7850 2F - classroom kitchen
N +4450 1F - food library

A5 T

5022
%}O ga// den P,
\%% -+

Dl 0 Q4 e ool
AR ESRE

N/ -3430 BG - storage basement
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Technical details

detailing a winter garden
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Technical details

detailing a winter garden

replacing biled roof with glass panels

pushing out new glazing facade
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Technical details

detailing a winter garden
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Technical details

detailing a winter garden

Service zone below slab through open truss frame

A701-b Exhaust fitting A701-a Floor-to-Floor

View of refuge house looking over kitchens below

A701-c Horizontal

3;44(
3;44(
}}

=

e | [ i -~

Technology: Multicrystalline

Power [W]: 152/190// 228/ 266 / 304 / 342 / 380

Size [mm] L, w, t: 1440-3440 x 950

Specific power [W/m?]: 11171134 /114 /114.7 1156/ 116/ 1162
Price [CHF/m?]: nd.

Module weight [Kg]: 48/59/70/81/92/103/ 114

Specific weight [Kg/m?]: 35

Min. tilt: nd.
Custom made: Dimensions
Certifications: IEC 61215, IEC 61730
Swiss BIPV C: . Campus Trevano, Info@bipu.ch, www biov.ch
Maximum permitted spans in serviceability limit state for a few different CLT floors. Stated spans meet deflection requirement
< [/300 or < L/600 and deflection < 20 mm plus fund. al frequency f, > -8 Hz. Self-weight is included for subceiling and flooring . .
totalling 25 kg/m?. The table applies for a simply supported floor structure and continuous floor structure over two spans in service class 1. glass roof Insba“ed wlbh Pv ce“s
Design Thickness: No. of layers Self-weight Maximum span (m)
iy Saim) 1/300 1/600
0 ) 100 3 55 37 2.8
N O 140 5 90 4.2 32
I,
44/ }IL 160 5 105 53 41
I | 100 3 55 397 313
O @] 140 5 90 45" 3.8
/1]’ L 1‘\’ L ,.I‘ 160 5, 105 B2 48
" Saqgging design factor.

View of inGernal staircase accessing between floors
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Technical details

detailing a winter garden

+4450 1F - food library
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Technical details

detailing a winter garden

view of inGerior
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new glazing slice through existing
masonry wal

+4450

1F - food library
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Steps of demolition-construction

opportunistic intervention
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Steps of demolition-construction

spreadsheet of materials demolished/ kept
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roof Gile
(64% of total roof surface)

facade red brick
(14.2% of tobal volume)

sbeel bruss
(28.5% of Gobal pcs)

door frame + panel
(96.4% of tobal pcs)

920 m?

237 m?

8 pc

27 pc
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Steps of demolition-construction

0. exisitng
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Steps of demolition-construction

0. exisitng
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Steps of demolition-construction

1. Lift up roofs
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Steps of demolition-construction

1. Lift up roofs
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Steps of demolition-construction

1. Lift up roofs

youth entre _

=
T

et -
S Tas

P5 Presentation_Kevin S.F. LAI_ Open Kitchen, Public House Architectural & Technical design




Steps of demolition-construction

2. Take down walls
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Steps of demolition-construction

2. Take down walls
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Steps of demolition-construction

3. Take down (more) walls
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Steps of demolition-construction

3. Take down (more) walls
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Steps of demolition-construction

4. Landscape
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Steps of demolition-construction

Construction in process
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Structural systems

steel truss frames

S
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system-c

truss frames [secondary]

-  foyer canopy
-  fabricated off-site

system-b

steel core [stability]

- vertical circulation

(egress stairs x2 + lifts x2)

- toilets
- ducts & pipes

system-a

truss frames [primary]

- live-load + dead-load from all floors

-  facade structures
- prefabrication
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Structural systems

steel truss frames

system-a
truss frames [load-bearing]

live-load + dead-load from all floors
facade structures
prefabrication

span: 3570mm
6 bays
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Structural systems

steel truss frames

system-b

scaffolding core [stability]

- vertical circulation (egress stairs x2 +

lifts x2)
- toilets
- ducts & pipes
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Garden strategy

existing garden
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Garden strategy

importance of garden for HK migrants
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Garden strategy

view of garden (pre-planting)
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Garden strategy

view of front square
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Views of kitchens

Open kitchen
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Views of kitchens

Pub with kitchen behind
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Views of kitchens

classroom kitchen
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Views of kitchens

studio kitchen
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Views of kitchens

catering kitchen + plenary hall
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column of Hong Kong Cultural Centre, comleted in 1989
(image by author in Hong Kong)

“...we may be postcolonial in the
historical and administrative sense.
But discursively, postcoloniality is
nothing but the materialization of a
distortion, of a surplus of confusion
and perturbation introduced by a

continuous sense of mutation into | e W | . IIIIIIIIIIEIEIII IIIHHHIHIIHHHIHI'”
the so-called “objective’ Hong Kong TRl R 3l P UL II!IIIIIIIII{II{II M1l ﬂﬂlﬂi i

: : " , | T II IIIIIIIIlIIIII IIIII [ll] 10 II
historiography. | i
Ackbar Abbas (1997), quoted by John Nguyet Erni in Like A | | ] e I Mé’“
Postcolonial Culture: Hong Kong Re-imagined (2001) ] 9418 i I““I“"I |
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HOMNG KON

Rustic look for brave new

By ALISON GRAY

THE district centre at
Lower Earley is to have
a rustic look.

And it wiil have the first
sports centre in the coun-
try which is integrated
with a pub.

These are just two of the
special features shown in
a model of the complex,
which went on display at
Wokingham District
Council's offices last

night,
Running

At a meeting of the full
council last night mem-
bers accepted the master
plan for the development
of Phase 111 of the district
centre.

Open Kitchen, Public House

town complex

The plan was produced
by Messrs Clifford Culpin
and Partners. who won the
architectural competition,
promoted by the district
council and Bovis Homes
Lid. to design Phase 111.

The model shows design
changes which have been
made since the compeli-
tion. Changes were made
following a detailed study
of the projected running
costs of the centre

Among the features of
Phase LIl are a pub. doc-
tors’ surgerv, church. a
library, leisure centre and
homes.

The pub will serve a
dual function, with one
side serving the leisure
centre.

Architects are still
workinﬁ on the design for
the church and the
surgery. The new surgery
has been allocated exclu-

sively to Doctor Munday

and Partners.

Squash

The leisure centre will
provide seating for up to
1.600 people. There will
also be a ﬁeallh suite and
the opportunity to use the
pub.

A major change in the
plan has been to swilch
the squash courts, multi-
purpose room and weight
training room from the
northern part of the site to
the south. A swimming
pool is also on the cards.

Formal application for
planning consent for the
revamped version is due to
be made, and it is hoped
the model will show coun-
cillors its advantages.

Building work is due to

~starl in il mext vear

and should be completed
in two years. The cost will
be in the region of £3
million.

Phase | of the district
cenire was Asda super-
store and Phase Il will
provide more shops.

Conclusion
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The Great Pageant, Holly Lee, 1997
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following a detailed study
of the projected running
costs of the centre

Among the features of
Phase LIl are a pub. doc-
tors’ surgeryv. church. a
library, leisure centre and
homes.

Squash
The leisure centre will

provide seating for up to
1.600 peoﬁle There will

also be a health suite and
the opportunity to use the
pub.
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Running

Al 2 meeting of the full
council last night mem-
bers accepted the master
plan for the development
of Phase 111 of the district
centre.

Open Kitchen, Public House

i

following a detailed study
of the projected running
costs of the centre

Among the features of
Phase LIl are a pub. doc-
tors’ surgery, church. a
library, leisure centre and
homes.

The leisure centre will
provide seating for up to
1.600 people. There will
also be a Kealth suite and
the opportunity to use the
pub.
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Running

Al 2 meeting of the full
council last night mem-
bers accepted the master
plan for the development
of Phase 111 of the district
cenire,

Open Kitchen, Public House

following a detailed study
of the projected running
costs of the centre

Among the features of
Phase LIl are a pub. doc-
tors’ surgerv, church, a
library. leisure centre and
homes.

The leisure centre will
provide seating for up to
1.600 people. There will
also be a ﬂealth suite and
the opportunity to use the
pub.

o' L
'jumg Oﬁ' 1S due 1
in April next vear
hould be completed
in two years. The cost will
be in the region of £3
million.

Phase | of the district
centre was Asda super-
store and Phase Il will
provide more shops.
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