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Open Kitchen, Public House

refiguring kitchen(s) in English pub as new space for constructing diasporic identity

#post-colonial identity 			 

#Hong Kong migrants			

#English pub				  

#kitchen 				  

#hospitality
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A view of a Hong Kong kitchen
(image by author, from visit to his parents’ house in HongKong)



Food as situation

Problematizing Food x Space x Identity
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visit of Elizabeth II to Hong Kong in 1976
(image by author, from visit in Hong Kong History 
Museum in March, 2022)

1.

“Food has a constant tendency to 
transform itself into situation.”
Roland Barthes (1971)

“Food is not only a metaphor or 
vehicle of communication; a meal 
is a physical event.”
Mary Douglas (1994)



visit of Elizabeth II to Hong Kong in 1976
(image by author, from visit in Hong Kong History 
Museum in March, 2022)

a photo of Hong Kong wedding in late 1990s
(image from author’s family archive)
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“Food has a constant tendency to 
transform itself into situation.”
Roland Barthes (1971)

“Food is not only a metaphor or 
vehicle of communication; a meal 
is a physical event.”
Mary Douglas (1994)

visit of Elizabeth II to Hong Kong in 1976
(image by author, from visit in Hong Kong History 
Museum in March, 2022)

youtube channel of HongKong cooking by HK chef 
Kit Mak living in the UK
(online source)

HK-style grill opened by HK migrant in Reading
(online source)

a photo of Hong Kong wedding in late 1990s
(image from author’s family archive)

1.3.

4. 2.
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Food as situation

Problematizing Food x Space x Identity
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Problematizing Food x Space x Identity
Cooking as embodied movement

“Through embodied movements, the 
citation operates to recall and reconnect 
with places elsewhere that, through those 
very movements, are remembered; at the 
same time, a site of diasporic belonging is 
created.”

Vikki Bell, “Performativity & Belonging, An Introduction” (1999)

Telegram group for HK mgirants in Reading
(screenshot by researcher)



(right)
A view of HK migrants’ 
kitchen

(image by author, from 
Nov. 22 fieldwork in 
Reading)
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Problematizing Food x Space x Identity
Cooking as identity-performing

“For if identity is performed, then the 
space in which that performativity takes 
place can be seen as a stage... [the space] 
will be imbued with associations of 
the activities that took place there, on 
the part of those who witnessed those 
activities.

Leach, Neil. “Belonging.” AA Files, no. 49 (2003): 76–82. http://www.
jstor.org/stable/29544753
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Problematizing Food x Space x Identity
the alimentary-spatio-identity triangle
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A set of ironstone teacup and saucer from the 1960s with the crowned HK logo, manu-
factured by Dunn Bennett & Co. in England.
(courtesy of @93collectible, a digital archive of HK historic artefacts)
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Problematizing Food x Space x Identity

Problematizing Food x Space x Identity

play video here



Reading

Greater London
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Problematizing Food x Space x Identity
HK migration in numbers

Map of popular destinations for post-2019 
HK migration 

(size of circle in proportion to size of arriving population)

GLOBAL REGIONAL LOCAL

Greater London		  22.3% 	 / 1569 	 *100	 = 1.4
Manchester		  8.2% 	 / 115.6 	 *100	 = 7.0

Birmingham		  4.8% 	 / 267.8 	 *100	 = 1.8

Reading			   4.2% 	 / 40.4 	 *100	 = 10.4
Bristol			   4.0% 	 / 110 	 *100	 = 3.6

Nottingham		  3.2%	  / 74.61	 *100	 = 4.3

km2popn % *

*only the 6 most representative locations are included in this table; data taken 
from “Survey Report on HK BN(O) Arrivals’ Preferred Destinations”, June 2021, by 
HongKongers In Britain

Population density by AREA of arriving HK migrants Map of Reading in relation to 
Greater London 
(map below shows Reading municipal bound-
ary in BLUE and the urban area around)
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Research methodology
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Hospitality as ethnographic method
situated knowledge 

“In the specific context of migration, 
one subject to a series ofasymmetric 
relationships, how can we overcome the 
agreed narratives infused by authorities 
to ensure the migrant’s good integration 
and legalisation? In a context of high 
vulnerability, how can we investigate the 
domain of the intimate and express the 
everyday? But most of all, how to break 
through intimacy?”

Stéphanie Dadour, “Building on Ethnography, for Architecture: Private 
Hospitality and the Making of a ‘Home’ (France, 2019-2021)

Getting ready for the method of the instruction by the use of stand-ins.
Photograph by Stephanie Dadour, 2020
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Hospitality as ethnographic method
fieldtrip: a three-step method

researcher will follow the interviewee to prepare 
the meals, and conduct a walking interview along 
the trip

Walk together Cook together Eat together

researcher will prepare the meal together with the 
interviewee in their home kitchen

researcher will sit at table with the interviewee, 
and have a meal together

* faces of interviewees are covered for privacy reasons



Sep, 2022 Nov, 2022
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Hospitality as ethnographic method
fieldtrip: a three-step method

* faces of interviewees are covered for privacy reasons



“ALDI”a.

b.

f.

g.

h.

Polish store

“COSTCO”

“Morrison”

Chinese 
supermarket

c.

d.

e.

i.

j.

open-air veg 
market

“Reading Quality 
Fish”

Asian store

Halal store

“ASDA”
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Hospitality as ethnographic method

Reading station

a.

Family (w/o car)

Family (w/ car)

b.

h.

j.

e.

d.

c.

g.

f.

i.

Trinity Church

drawing observations:	 city

* faces of interviewees are covered for privacy reasons
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Hospitality as ethnographic method
drawing observations:	 foodspace

* faces of interviewees are covered for privacy reasons
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Hospitality as ethnographic method
drawing observations:	 home
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Hospitality as ethnographic method
Collectivity by strange encounters

“My model of strange encounters as a form of 
political activism and collective work suggests 
that we need to find ways of re-encountering 
these encounters so that they no longer hold other 
others in place...

Collectivises are formed through the very work 
that has to be done in order to get closer to other 
others.”

Sara Ahmed, “Strange Encounters – embodied others in post-coloniality”

Casa do Povo
@São Paulo

Ernest Carvalho Mange.

Urban Kitchen 
@Barcelona

MAIO Architects

1.

Empire Remains Shop 
@London

Cooking Sections

2.

3.
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Architectural & Technical design
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Design concept
site context

Ben Davis, “The Essence of Pub-ness”, The Tra-
ditional English Pub - A Way of Drinking (1981)
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Design concept
site context

Map of landuse in Reading proper
1:100000

Food map of HK migrants



N N
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a.

c.

d.

h.

i.

g.

f.e.

b.

a.	 sports centre
b. 	 ASDA supermarket
c.	 tennis court
d.	 private clinic
e.	 pub
f.	 library + youth centre
g. 	 church
h.	 salvation army centre
i.	 offices

Design concept
site context
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Design concept
site context

Evening Post, Thursday, December 2, 1982
(online archive)

Evening Post, Tuesday, April 17, 
1984
(online archive)

Lower Earley, circa 1970s
(online archive)
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Design concept
site context
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Design concept
site context

Building plan of english pub
(sourced from lower earley planning department database)
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Design concept
strategy:	 liberate from adjacent mass



Design concept
strategy:	 liberate from adjacent mass
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-3430 BG - storage basement

2250 14001330
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Design concept
Opening up pub kitchen
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152 sqm.93 sqm.

=

proposed

3087 sqm.

292 sqm. 285 sqm.

471 sqm.

728 sqm.

402 sqm.

202 sqm.

269 sqm.

336 sqm.

arrival 
centre

pub plenary hall

library

classroom kitchen

studio kitchen

refuge house

refuge house

church unpaved garden space

462 sqm.

1609 sqm.=

existing

506 sqm.229 sqm.412 sqm.

pub youth cenre library church

Design concept
Programme study

Lockhart Road Complex (now Lockhart Road Mu-
nicipal Services Building) (1985), Hong Kong
M+, Hong Kong. Gift of Chung Wah Nan Archi-
tects Limited, 2014
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Design concept
Programme study

GF - Pub & Catering Kitchen

1F - Food library

2F - Classroom kitchen

3F - Studio kitchen

4F - Refuge house

5F - Refuge house



Technical details
detailing a winter garden
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replacing tiled roof with glass panels

pushing out new glazing facade
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glass roof installed with PV cells

View of internal staircase accessing between floors

Service zone below slab through open truss frame

View of refuge house looking over kitchens below
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view of interior

plan

new glazing slice through existing 
masonry wal



DE VYLDER VINCK TAILLIEU, House_Ghent
2016

Terry Farrell, Clifton Nurseries
1980-1988

Steps of demolition-construction
opportunistic intervention 
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spreadsheet of materials collected from careful demolition of existing structure

roof tile    920 m2

(64% of total roof surface)

facade red brick   23.7 m3

(14.2% of total volume)

steel truss   8 pc
(28.5% of total pcs)

door frame + panel   27 pc
(96.4% of total pcs)

Steps of demolition-construction
spreadsheet of materials demolished/ kept
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Steps of demolition-construction
0.	 exisitng
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Steps of demolition-construction
0.	 exisitng
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unloading bay

front carpark

clinic

offices

sports centre

boundary of intervention

supermarket



Steps of demolition-construction
1.	 Lift up roofs
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Steps of demolition-construction
1.	 Lift up roofs
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pub

youth centre

library

church kitchen



Steps of demolition-construction
2.	 Take down walls
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Steps of demolition-construction
2.	 Take down walls
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pub + open kitchen



Steps of demolition-construction
3.	 Take down (more) walls
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Steps of demolition-construction
3.	 Take down (more) walls
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Steps of demolition-construction
4.	 Landscape
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front square

fruit tree garden

pond garden



Steps of demolition-construction
Construction in process
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system-a
truss frames [primary]

- 	 live-load + dead-load from all floors
- 	 facade structures
- 	 prefabrication

system-b
steel core [stability]

- 	 vertical circulation 
 	 (egress stairs x2 + lifts x2)
- 	 toilets
- 	 ducts & pipes

system-c
truss frames [secondary]

- 	 foyer canopy
- 	 fabricated off-site

Structural systems
steel truss frames
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system-a
truss frames [load-bearing]

- live-load + dead-load from all floors
- facade structures
- prefabrication

- span: 3570mm
- 6 bays 

Structural systems
steel truss frames
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system-b
scaffolding core [stability]

- vertical circulation (egress stairs x2 + 
lifts x2)
- toilets
- ducts & pipes

Structural systems
steel truss frames
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Ground Plan
offseting new glass line from masonry wall
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plenary hall

trinity church

pub + reception

arrival centre

kitchen 
(pub)

winter 
garden

covered walkway

kitchen 
(catering)

Ground Plan
programme layout
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plenary hall

trinity church

pub + reception

arrival centre

kitchen 
(pub)

winter 
garden

covered walkway

kitchen 
(catering)

Ground Plan
programme layout
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Garden strategy
existing garden 
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Garden strategy
importance of garden for HK migrants
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Garden strategy
unpave the ground
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Garden strategy
view of garden (pre-planting)
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Garden strategy
view of front square 
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Views of kitchens
Open kitchen
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Views of kitchens
Pub with kitchen behind
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Views of kitchens
classroom kitchen
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Views of kitchens
studio kitchen
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Views of kitchens
catering kitchen + plenary hall
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Conclusion
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“... we may be postcolonial in the 
historical and administrative sense. 
But discursively, postcoloniality is 
nothing but the materialization of a 
distortion, of a surplus of confusion 
and perturbation introduced by a 
continuous sense of mutation into 
the so-called ‘objective’ Hong Kong 
historiography.”

Ackbar Abbas (1997), quoted by John Nguyet Erni in Like A 
Postcolonial Culture: Hong Kong Re-imagined (2001)

column of Hong Kong Cultural Centre, comleted in 1989
(image by author in Hong Kong)
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The Great Pageant, Holly Lee, 1997
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	 post-colonial space 
		  = operation transfer
		  = a distortion + a surplus of confusion & perturbation
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