
 s t u d i o  c h o i c e 

G r a d u a t i o n  p r o j e c t 
T i t l e  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t 
G o a l 
L o c a t i o n 
T h e  p o s e d  p r o b l e m 

Re s e a r c h  q u e s t i o n s 

u r b a n  r i v e r s  a s  p a r t  o f  a  “ u b i q u i t o u s  w e t n e s s ” ?
H o w  d o e s  a  c i t y ’ s  w a t e r  c u l t u r e  s h a p e  i t s  u r b a n
l a n d s c a p e ?
H o w  a r e  r i v e r  l i n e s  i d e n t i f i e d  a n d  c o m m o d i f i e d
i n  w a y s  t h a t  l e a d  t o  t h e i r  a b u n d a n c e  o r  e r a s u r e ?
U l t i m a t e l y,  w h a t  i s  t h e  c i t y  o f  Ro m e  a s  a  r a i n -
t e r r a i n ?

D i a n a  D e l l a  P i e t r a  
4 7 0 2 5 0 6

E x p l o r e  L a b  -  G r a d u a t i o n  S t u d i o  
A l p e r  A l k a n ,  M i e k e  V i n k ,  J a n  v a n  d e  Vo o r t 
M u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r  y  a p p r o a c h  a n d  s t r o n g  
f a s c i n a t i o n  w i t h  u r b a n  w a t e r  e c o l o g  y

T i b e r  Wa t e r  s c a p e s

R i v e r  T i b e r,  R o m e ,  I t a l y  
I n  o u r  e f  f o r t  t o  c o n t r o l  i t ,  w a t e r  i n  o u r  c i t i e s  
h a s  p r o g  r e s s i v e l y  b e e n  c o n f i n e d  b e t w e e n  l i n e s ,  
c a n a l i s e d  o r  c u l v e r t e d  u n d e r g  r o u n d ,  r e s u l t i n g  
i n  i t s  g  r a d u a l  i s o l a t i o n  a n d  e r a s u r e  f r o m  o u r  
s i g h t  a n d  c o l l e c t i v e  i m a g i n a t i o n .  A s  f r e s h w a t e r  
a v a i l a b i l i t y  a n d  w a t e r - r e l a t e d  h a z a r d s  a r e  b r o u g h t  
t o  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  o f  s u s t a i n a b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t  
g o a l s ,  t h e  l o n g  n e g  l e c t e d  r o l e  o f  u r b a n  r i v e r  s   
a n d  t h e i r  w a t e r  s h e d  n e e d s  t o  b e  a d d r e s s e d .  A  
s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  R i v e r  T i b e r  i s  c h o s e n  a s  a  s t u d y  
a r e a  f o r  i t s  o u t s t a n d i n g  a n d  u n t a p p e d  p o t e n t i a l .  

T  h e  r e s e a r c h  i n t e n d s  t o  c r i t i c a l l y  l o o k  a t  
c o m m o n  w a t e r  m a n a g e m e n t  p r a c t i c e s  t h r o u g h  
t h e  p e r  s p e c t i v e  o f  w a t e r  a s  a  l i v i n g  a n d  
d y n a m i c  s y s t e m ,  a  “ u b i q u i t o u s  w e t n e s s ”  1 .  T  h i s  
e n c o m p a s s e s  t h e  f u l l  h y d r o l o g i c a l  c y c l e ,  r a t h e r  
t h a n  f o c u s i n g  o n  o n e  i s  o l a t e d  m o m e n t  i n  w h i c h  
w a t e r  a n d  l a n d  a r e  i d e n t i f i e d  a n d  t h u s  s e  p a r a t e d .   
C a n  t h e  l i n e s  s e  p a r a t i n g  w a t e r  f r o m  l a n d  b e  
c h a l l e n g e d  t h r o u g h  u n d e r  s t a n d i n g  a n d  d e  p i c t i n g  

G R  A D U A T I O N  P L  A N  

P e r s o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  
N a m e   
S t u d e n t  n u m b e r  

S t u d i o  
N a m e
Te a c h e r  s
A r g u m e n t a t i o n



D e s i g n  a s s i g n m e n t

P r o c e s s
M e t h o d s

H o w  c a n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  w a t e r  w i t h i n  t h e  c i t y 
a n d  o u r  c o l l e c t i v e  i m a g i n a t i o n  b e  t r e a s u r e d 
a n d  e n h a n c e d  t o  b e c o m e  a  l i v i n g  s y s t e m ?  H o w 
c a n  t h e  u n t a p p e d  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  “ G a z o m e t r o 
O s t i e n s e ” ,  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  R i v e r 
T i b e r  a n d  R i v e r  A l m o n e ,  a c t  a s  a  c a t a l y s t  f o r 
e c o l o g i c a l  w a t e r  p r a c t i c e s  i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  Ro m e ? 
B r i n g i n g  t o g e t h e r  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  l a n d s c a p e  a n d 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e  p r o j e c t  i n t e n d s  t o  p r ov i d e  a 
p l a c e  f o r  e n c o u n t e r,  r e s e a r c h  a n d  r e g e n e r a t i o n 
o f  w a t e r  w i t h i n  t h e  c i t y.  G i v e n  t h e  c l o s e 
c o r r e l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  w a y s  i n  w h i c h  w a t e r  i s 
u n d e r s t o o d  a n d  p e r c e i v e d  w i t h i n  t h e  c i t y  a n d  t h e 
w a y s  i n  w h i c h  i t  i s  e n g i n e e r e d  a n d  c o n s t r u c t e d 
t h r o u g h  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  s c i e n t i s t s  a n d  t h e  p u b l i c 
c a n  f r u i t f u l l y  b e n e f i t  f r o m  a  p l a c e  o f  c o l l e c t i v e 
d i s c ov e r y.

T h e  m e t h o d s  o f  t h e  r e s e a rc h  b r i n g  t o g e t h e r  a s p e c t s 
o f  w a t e r  ( hy d r o - g e o l o g y ) ,  p l a c e  ( t o p o g r a p hy )  a n d 
a r t e f a c t  ( t y p o l o g y ) ,  w h i c h  h av e  b e e n  s e p a r a t e l y 
a d d r e s s e d  by  p r e v i o u s  s c h o l a r s h i p .  G i v e n  t h a t 
“ l a n d s c a p e  i s  c o m p o s e d  n o t  o n l y  o f  w h a t  l i e s 
b e f o r e  o u r  e ye s  b u t  w h a t  l i e s  w i t h i n  o u r  h e a d s ” 2, 
t h e  r e s e a r c h  i s  f i r s t  a n d  f o r e m o s t  a  q u e s t  f o r  a 
n e w  m o d e  o f  s e e i n g ,  o f  t h i n k i n g  t h r o u g h  w a t e r. 
S c i e n t i f i c  r e p o r t s  o n l y  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  s t a r t i n g 
p o i n t  o f  a  r e s e a r c h  a n d  a  d e s i g n  p r o j e c t  t h a t 
i n t e n d  t o  m ov e  a w a y  f r o m  w a t e r  a s  m e r e  c h e m i c a l 
s u b s t a n c e  i n  i t s  l i q u i d  a n d  c o n t a i n e d  s t a t e , 
c a l i b r a t e d  t o  c e r t a i n  f l o w s ,  i n  f av o u r  o f  r a i n - f e d , 
s o a k i n g ,  p e r c o l a t i n g ,  e v a p o r a t i n g  l i v i n g  w a t e r, 
o r  f r o m  o t h e r  s c h o l a r s h i p  “ c o m p l e t e  w a t e r ” 3. 
T h i s  i s  o p e r a t i v e l y  a c h i e v e d  t h r o u g h  f i e l d w o r k , 
f i l m i n g  a n d  d r a w i n g  a s  m e t h o d s  o f  e n q u i r y  a n d 
d e s i g n  s p e c u l a t i o n .  T h e  p r o j e c t  l o o k s  b e l o w  t h e 
g r o u n d  a n d  u p  t o  t h e  c l o u d s ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  c r e e k s 
a n d  p o n d s ,  t o  t r a c e  ( a n d  t r e a s u r e )  a n y  p r e s e n c e 
o f  w a t e r  a r o u n d ,  b e l o w,  a b ov e ,  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r 
t h e  m o m e n t  a n d  p l a c e  w e  c a l l  r i v e r. 
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Sense of  Sel f  Bathhouse,  Setsquare Studio + 
Chamberla in Archi tects  + Hearth Studio,  2021, 
Col l ingwood,  Austra l ia
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Hels inki ,  F inland  
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Wa t e r  i s  p a r t  o f  o u r  d a i l y  l i v e s ,  a n d  o u r  o w n 
b o d i e s  a r e  d e e p l y  e m b e d d e d  i n  i t s  c yc l e s .  Ye t ,  
i t  i s  o f t e n  r e g a r d e d  a s  a n  e n e m y.  I t s  s o u r c e , 
f l o w  a n d  d e s t i n a t i o n  a r e  c o nv e n i e n t l y   h i d d e n 
a w a y  f r o m  o u r  s i g h t  a n d  c o l l e c t i v e  i m a g i n a t i o n , 
w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  d i s c r e t e  m o m e n t s  o f  
c o m m o d i f i c a t i o n ;  d r i n k i n g  a  g l a s s  o f  w a t e r, 
f i l l i n g  a  b a t h  t u b ,  f l u s h i n g  t h e  t o i l e t ,  d r a i n i n g 
r a i n  f r o m  a  g u t t e r.  W h e r e  d o e s  a l l  t h i s  w a t e r 
c o m e  f r o m  a n d  w h e r e  d o e s  i t  e v e n t u a l l y  g o ? 
W h a t  r o l e s  d o  r i v e r s  p l a y  i n  t h i s  c yc l e ?   T h e s e 
a r e  s o m e  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  r e s e a r c h  a n d 
t h e  d e s i g n  s e e k  t o  b r i n g  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  t o ,  w i t h 
t h e  u n d e r l i n i n g  p r e m i s e  t h a t  a l l  w a t e r  b e l o n g s  t o 
a  c o n t i n u o u s  “ u b i q u i t o u s  w e t n e s s ” ,  a s  o p p o s e d 
t o  i s o l a t e d  m o m e n t s  o f  c o m m o d i f i c a t i o n .  T h e 
d e s i g n  p r o j e c t  e nv i s i o n s  a  p l a c e  t o  r e s e a r c h , 
e n c o u n t e r  a n d  h a r v e s t  w a t e r,  a c t i n g  a s  a  c a t a l y s t  
a n d  a  p i l o t  p r o j e c t  f o r  u r b a n  r e g e n e r a t i o n  a n d 
d e s i g n  i n  t h e  t e r r a i n  o f  u n c e r t a i n t y.  I t  s e e k s  t o 
d e e p e n  i n s i g h t  i n t o  e c o l o g i c a l  w a t e r  s a n i t a t i o n 
a n d  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  s h i f t  p u b l i c  p e r c e p t i o n 
t o w a r d s  t h e  w a y  w e  s e e ,  a p p r o p r i a t e  a n d  o f t e n 
d i s r e g a r d  w a t e r. 

R e f l e c t i o n 



Time planning
Week 2.9 January 

Week 2.10 (P2)
P2 
Week 2.11 
Inter Semester Break - P2 feedback and reflection 
Week 3.1 February
Design Feedback implementation 
Week 3.2 
Design Development GA
Week 3.3 
DesignDevelopment GA 1:200 (Plans, Sections, Elevations) 
Week 3.4 March
Presentation Set up - Model Making 
Week 3.5 (P3)
Research Plan Submission, P3 Presentation 
Week 3.6
Reflection 
Week 3.7
Fire design 
Week 3.8 April 
Building Physics (Ventilation, Acoustics, Heating, Lighting Design.. ) 
Week 3.9
Facade Design and Materialisation 
Week 3.10
Planting Strategy 
Week 4.1
3D modelling 
Week 4.2
3D modelling 
Week 4.3 May 
Detailed Design 1:20 - 1:5
Week 4.4
Plans, Sections, Elevations 1:100 
Week 4.5
3D adjustments for visuals - textures 
Week 4.6
Visuals 

P2 
Inter  Semester  Break -  P2 feedback and ref lect ion 
Des ign Feedback implementat ion 
Des ign Development  (General  Arrangement ) 
Des ignDevelopment  GA 1:200 
Presentat ion Set  up -  Model  Making 
Research Paper  Submiss ion,  P3 Presentat ion 
Ref lect ion 
Fire  des ign 
Bui ld ing Phys ics  (Vent i lat ion,  Acoust ics,  Heat ing. . )
Facade Des ign and Mater ia l i sat ion 
Plant ing Strategy 
3D model l ing 
3D model l ing 
Detai led Des ign 1:20 -  1 :5
Plans,  Sect ions,  Elevat ions  1 :100 
3D adjustments  for  v i suals  -  textures 
Visuals 
Visuals 
P4 ref lect ion 
Finishing touches  -  Presentat ion set  up 
Model  Making 
Model  making 
Final  Presentat ion and Graduat ion Ceremony 

We e k  2 . 1 0  ( P 2 )
We e k  2 . 1 1 
We e k  3 . 1  Fe b r u a r y
We e k  3 . 2 
We e k  3 . 3 
We e k  3 . 4  M a r c h
We e k  3 . 5  ( P 3 )
We e k  3 . 6
We e k  3 . 7
We e k  3 . 8  A p r i l 
We e k  3 . 9
We e k  3 . 1 0
We e k  4 . 1
We e k  4 . 2
We e k  4 . 3  M a y 
We e k  4 . 4
We e k  4 . 5
We e k  4 . 6
We e k  4 . 7  Ju n e 
We e k  4 . 8  ( P 4 ) 
We e k  4 . 9
We e k  4 . 1 0
We e k  5 . 1  Ju l y
We e k  5 . 2  ( P 5 )

T i m e  p l a n n i n g 

Previous  Page,  Danish Pavi l ion,  Lundgaard & 
Tranberg Archi tects,  2021,  Venice Biennale,  I ta ly


