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In our effort to control it, water in our cities
has progressively been confined between lines,
canalised or culverted underground, resulting
in 1ts gradual isolation and erasure from our
sight and collective imagination. As freshwater
availability and water-related hazards are brought
to the development
goals, the long neglected role of urban rivers
to be addressed. A
section of the River Tiber is chosen as a study

forefront of sustainable
and their watershed needs

area for its outstanding and untapped potential.
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the perspective of living and
dynamic system, a “ubiquitous wetness” '. T his
the full hydrological cycle,

than focusing on one isolated moment in which

encompasses rather
water and land are i1dentified and thus se parated.
Can the se parating water land be
challenged through understanding and de picting

lines from
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urban rivers as part of a
How does a city’s water culture shape its urban
landscape?

How are river lines identified and commodified
in ways that lead to their abundance or erasure?
Ultimately, what is the city of Rome as a rain-
terrain?

‘ubiquitous wetness”?



Design assignment

Process
Methods

How can the presence of water within the city
and our collective 1magination be treasured
and enhanced to become a living system? How
can the untapped potential of the “Gazometro
Ostiense”, at the intersection between River
Tiber and River Almone, act as a catalyst for
ecological water practices in the city of Rome?
Bringing together architecture, landscape and
infrastructure, the project intends to provide a
place for encounter, research and regeneration
of water within the city. Given the close
correlation between the ways in which water 1s
understood and perceived within the city and the
ways 1n which it is engineered and constructed
through infrastructure, scientists and the public
can fruitfully benefit from a place of collective
discovery.

The methods of the research bring together aspects
of water (hydro-geology), place (topography) and
artefact (typology), which have been separately
addressed by previous scholarship. Given that
“landscape 1s composed not only of what lies
before our eyes but what lies within our heads”?,
the research 1s first and foremost a quest for a
new mode of seeing, of thinking through water.
Scientific reports only constitute the starting
point of a research and a design project that
intend to move away from water as mere chemical
substance 1in 1its liquid and contained state,
calibrated to certain flows, in favour of rain-fed,
soaking, percolating, evaporating living water,
or from other scholarship “complete water”?’.
This is operatively achieved through fieldwork,
filming and drawing as methods of enquiry and
design speculation. The project looks below the
ground and up to the clouds, through the creeks
and ponds, to trace (and treasure) any presence
of water around, below, above, before or after
the moment and place we call river.
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Reflection

Water 1s part of our daily lives, and our own
bodies are deeply embedded in its cycles. Yet,
it is often regarded as an enemy. Its source,
flow and destination are conveniently hidden
away from our sight and collective imagination,
with the exception of discrete moments of
commodification; drinking a glass of water,
filling a bath tub, flushing the toilet, draining
rain from a gutter. Where does all this water
come from and where does it eventually go?
What roles do rivers play in this cycle? These
are some of the questions that the research and
the design seek to bring the attention to, with
the underlining premise that all water belongs to
a continuous “ubiquitous wetness”, as opposed
to isolated moments of commodification. The
design project envisions a place to research,
encounter and harvest water, acting as a catalyst
and a pilot project for urban regeneration and
design in the terrain of uncertainty. It seeks to
deepen insight into ecological water sanitation
and simultaneously shift public perception
towards the way we see, appropriate and often
disregard water.
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