
Inventory 
Material analysis of the Molenpoort

2020/2021 
Urban Architecture - Studio Bricolage Al

es
sa

nd
ro

 d
e 

C
ad

ilh
ac

, J
as

m
in

e 
M

on
tin

a,
 K

am
el

ia
 M

ar
in

ky
ov

a,
 L

ou
is

e 
G

ille
tt,

 R
ob

er
t B

ic
hl

m
ai

er
, S

ofi
a 

Pa
vl

ov
a,

 T
om

i 
Ak

in
ye

m
i, 

Vi
tto

ria
 P

ol
et

to
, S

ta
ni

sł
aw

 K
la

js
, A

le
ks

an
dr

a 
W

ró
be

l





Content

Introduction

Steel 
 

Atrium 
 

Stairs 
 

 
 

 
 



Introduction

The ‘Material Inventory of Molenpoort’ is a catalogue of the available 
materials and building elements of the Molenpoort shopping mall, 
the site for our project, which is planned to be demolished by the 
Municipality of Nijmegen in the near future. The collection embod-
ies a collective piece of work, stemming from the shared interest in 
investigating the levels of reuse which are possible within the Mo-
lenpoort, which is seen as a valuable resource, and rejects the idea 
of an ex-novo approach to the built environment, where pre-existing 
elements and structures are mindlessly demolished and discarded.

As the main concrete column and slab structure becomes the base 
onto which our designs and urban plans take form, our interest 
brought us deeper in the exploration of what are the other building 
elements which compose the shopping mall, and which can be ex-
tracted, treated and reused.

By means of a substantial presence on site, careful measuring, 
observing and re-tracing of the mall’s details, we were able to obtain 
precise plans, as well as photographic documentation of the cur-
rent state of the mall. Through an attentive analysis of the detailed 
drawings found in the Archives and the collected precise information 
on location, we were able to extract detailed information on exactly 
which components could be taken apart and reused in a possible 
future project. This resulted in a collection of doors, windows, balus-
trades, glass panels, stairs and steel structures, which are precisely 
drawn and dimensioned, located within the mall via a key plan, and 

type.

It is worth mentioning that discussions with a professional structural 
engineer and a workshop with Rotor (a Belgian company with years 

further informed us on the complexities of material reuse. From this, 
we came to the realisation that many of the elements within the mall 

building methods used in the past decades, when the building was 
built (1972) and then renovated.



Our aim for the inventory is to bring awareness to the importance of 
an attentive observation and understanding of the existing building 
so as to bring forward the particular material culture of Molenpoort 
and its value as a source of reusable materials from something that 
is otherwise considered useless and to be demolished. 
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Structural Elements 
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