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Mentalscape

Body is a vehicle of sense-making



Architectural Design Crossover Towards Heterogeneity

Mentalscape

cultural values
social values

symbolic values

Body is a vehicle of sense-making
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Mentalscape

Build environment
is a product of values

Body is a vehicle of sense-making
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Physical space, and its relationship to
and space.
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Physical space, and its relationship to
social and political space.
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The city is growing more
monolithic and homogenous.
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The city has lost

35%
of its grassroots mu-
siC venues

In the following 4
years

25%

of artist studios will
disappear
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‘Stories’, 'People’ and ‘Spaces’
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loss of cultural

Facilitate /destruct infrasturcture

social outcomes

L

“How can\we improve the (21411189 of un-

Target group derutilised(QLIRAIIVy establishing a network

of publically accessible spaces that lend
x,—l QLIRS D a platform for expression?”
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Public Spaces
‘who’ or ‘what’

space

subject



Architectural Design Crossover Towards Heterogeneity

‘Prime’city areas
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Functionalist Approach
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The to the scene



Architectural Design Crossover Towards Heterogeneity

The (un)seen




Architectural Design Crossover Towards Heterogeneity

The (un)seen

(forces)
(architecture)



Architectural Design Crossover Towards Heterogeneity

The (un)seen

(forces)
(architecture)
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‘Maintain- ¢ h ﬁ . ’
ing a Sohoftfication
public space
commons
requires
constant
collective
appropria-
tion and ac-

tivism, au-

tonomous .

in the face A,

both state 9o~  Spitafield
andtmallrket Z & 1296 Rent price
contro % 24.4% Start-up searches
- Alvaro Se- o mon

1 1 % chi ivati
Vllla—Bultra— 58% child deprivation

g o Borough of Tower Hamlets
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Jack the Ripper

Racism

Immigration
Post-industrial dumpster
Grime music

Textile

Furniture

Craftmanship

Beer

Banglatown
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wkty Apsana Begt

Member of Parliament for Poplar and Lir
House of Commons, London SW
Email: apsanabegum.mpG@p

Tel: 0207

Planning and Building Control
Tower Hamlets Council
Mulberry Place

Town Hall

5 Clove Crescent

London

E14 2BG

Our Ref: AB6588 26 April 2021

Dear Officers,

| am writing to you to object to planning application PA/20/00415/A1 — the proposed
redevelopment of the Truman Brewery Site in Brick Lane.

Brick Lane has a proud working class history, providing a home to successive waves of
immigration, with Frencl astel Jews and most recently Bengalis
from the Sylhet region of Bangladesh giving the area its unique character.

Itis this history of diversity that makes Brick Lane a special place for the people of Tower
Hamlets and my constituents, whether as residents, business owners, workers or visitors.

The local community is under threat from the encroachment of the City of London,
manifesting in rising rents driving out small businesses, predominantly run and staffed by
people from Tower Hamlets' ethnic minority communities. The number of Bengali
restaurants, for example, on the street has declined significantly — from 60 at its peak in the
mid-2000s to 23 in 2018.

1is, has the financial
for which Brick Lane is so loved.

Covid-19, whi impacted
health of the ir and

| am concerned the proposed development of Truman Brewery will accelerate the
gentrification of the East End, permanently diluting its cultural vibrancy and diversity.
Campaigners have highlighted that the rents are unlikely to be affordable for small, local
businesses and that, in the midst of a local housing crisis, building social housing must be
prioritised.

With over 7,000 letters of objection including my constituents, it is clear that people of all
backgrounds, right across the Borough are united in their opposition to the Truman Brewery
redevelopment. The people of Tower Hamlets have a proud history of standing in solidarity
against injustice and oppression. It cannot be that the rich, diverse heritage of the East End
is lost in the pursuit of financial gain.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Yours sincerely,

Apsana Begum MP

INDEX:
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post-colonial cultural identity
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stories collective traumay unseen
ecologies of care Yinformal space J memories

post-colonial cultural identity
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THIS IS NOT ABOUT
BUILDINGS”

IT IS ABOUT
ARCHITECTURE
IN ITS
PERFORMATIVE
FORM’
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Mindwalks

Personal Persona 2

The Rational The Imaginary
The Derivative The Observational
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Bollard Everyday Architecture
Street Sign — Banal — Singular author
Wall Constant

Fences
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It suggested the
ignored, neglected,
and marginalised
spaces lying

alongside or
beneath the shiny
new-builds of
redevelopment
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Grafhiti
Posters
Stickers
Stencil
QR Codes
Text

Resistance

Towards Heterogeneity

Improvised archiecture
Not a singular author
Constantly changing



I like this place... it
has no rules.

Speakers N RS

O

-

Reem: ~

{interviewer)

Crayons

/ tivitiés
N

| o :I[-]I: " ‘i ';"
I
[ O
I
I
I
|
I
I
1
I
h I am born and bred here...(he says
'!| sentimentally)

Brick lane zremind me of my friend
Haroon,he was one of the members of the
famous band JOI, you must have heard of
it.I just remember his coffin laying
open on the street... me looking at him
and the community carrying him away (he
tears up. You can find a label hang up
on the wall after the mosque.

You know this community is strong and
they hold together. You can see a lot
of change to the front but we wont
nodge. You just have to read about how
they tried to push us away, lcooking for
dirt to get rid of our council represn-

tative who 1is one of wus. But they
couldnt, he remained put.

Towards Heterogeneity
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2139
aA1IDIUDNY)

212
2011D711DND)

Ethnographic Research

-

Mapping
Subversive cartographies
-Map of demographic settlement

-Map of abandoned facilities
-Map of informal spaces

-Household typologies/
adaptations/size

Mapping
Psychogeographies
-Photo recordings
-Interactions

-Urban Street life
-Social practices

Towards Heterogeneity
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Social Economic Research

How?

-

-

Interviews
-Audio recording
people’s stories &
narratives

-

~

Archival document and
social media analysis
-Diaries

-Newspaper

-Journals

-Social media platforms

J

Towards Heterogeneity
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Advertis-ing
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Barr-ing
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Minor architetcure
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If Bricklane was a person...

Spatial Fiction

“(un)seen’
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ritoriality in the|
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us to the question of

ical space, and its relatio
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starting point here is that phy
space partakes of our general catq
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ing? its political? or is it created throug

colliding and passage of objects?
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Its a love/ hate thing

Imagine bricklane was a person, write a love
/ hate letter to them.

=

Use one word to describe their personality.

=

What do you wish they did better ?
What did they do that you appreciated?

What is ‘connection’ to you and what was that to
them?

an

nowle

houjht, a

What did they value?

Place your letter in the box ;)

hought

proc

uc
ion,
erce

3

as categq

. memory,

Take a picture !

of what you like to see more of

on your ends.
L Dont forget to send it to
is_the_city_seen

lon.
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"I like the place...

Towards Heterogeneity
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*Active verb: to highlight its continious
change.

Bricklane is a character that is
constantly in a state of becom-ing*®
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Modes of Operation

Mak-ing ——» Remember-ing—» Reappropriat-ing —> Hybridis-ing
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Modes of Operation

opriat-in —>Hybridis-ing
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Conceptual diagram
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Self-reflections
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Space Negotiations

Stakeholder agreement
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Space Negotiations

Stakeholder agreement
diagram.

Typology @
Elighility ()
cutture )
Livelihood ()

Sustainability .

Agree

Disagree = =

Could Agree sus:
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Program Inbetweens
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Conceptual Sections
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Unseen Materials

TRUMAN

Project
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Inbetween

As part of proposal:

1. EXTENSION

2. FORMS OF RECALAMTION:

-retrofitting
-historial materiality

-reclaimed materials
-Evolving materials

Original structure

-maintains the important things
like electecity water etc

Ely's Yard

Towards Heterogeneity

Bricklane

Woodsneer

Ground level 1:500
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New model
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Compartment store of social relations

Program strategy

Open call
volunteering

Makers spaces:
skill trade

Working in
partnership with
government to
reclaim textiles.

Enterpreneurial
s model of
4t involvement L

££££5

Rent out spaces :
to university and
cafe

company/agency.

H-Block

Garden ‘forum’:
Engage with
community
experience

No local representative
-flexibility Chill out spaces

-Bureucracy reduction

Towards Heterogeneity
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The Site
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Site Conditions
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Existing Condition
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View 2: H-block car entry point.

View 2: H-block car entry point.

View 2: H-block car entry point.

View 1: Taken from North entry, bridge connecting
H-block and the old bottling stores.

View 2: H-block car entry point.

Towards Heterogeneity
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Ground level 1:500
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Existing Condition

Structure:
Iron column filled with concrete masonary.

F-- Span

4 Emergency Exit
4 Main Entrance

1.Boiler room

Size: 10,000 sqft
Programmes:

2.H-Block

Size: 10,000 sqft
Programmes:

3.Ely's yard

Size: 5,150 sqft
Programmes:

3.Ely's yard

Bricklane

Ground level 1:500

Woodsneer

Ely's Yard

Towards Heterogeneity
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Existing Condition

Structure:
Iron column filled with concrete masonary.

F-- Span

4 Emergency Exit
4 Main Entrance

1.Boiler room

Size: 10,000 sqft
Programmes:

2.H-Block

Size: 10,000 sqft
Programmes:

3.Ely's yard

Size: 5,150 sqft
Programmes:

3.Ely's yard

Bricklane

Towards Heterogeneity

|

Ground level 1:500

Ely's Yard
8 m
8 m

Woodsneer
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Minor architetcure
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Afterpartizine UVW-SAW ACAN

Architecture writers The Architecture union Architects Climate Action Net-

END UNPAID

WED
b 01 VORS.
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Through architecture, a political
form of power: .
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Social house

Brewery

Generate
TRUMAN
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‘Maintain-

ing a pab- ‘Sohofication’

lic space
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Through architecture, a political
form of power: Collective workers
power.




