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Name : Saba

aGE : 26
 
jOB : House Maid

Resident of SUmmit
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Saba is currently a live-in 
housemaid in Summit for Ato 

Bekele and Itiye Mulu. She
f irst moved to the city 

from Shashemene three years 
ago looking for better work 

opportunities.  She lived in 
kebele housing for a month 

with her aunt before she 
found this job through a 

friend, Selam who is also from 
Shashemene. Her friend also 
works in the neighborhood. 
Saba sometimes runs into 

Selam in the neighbourhood 
and reminisce about old times 

when they get a chance. 
Saba wakes up at 5 in the 

morning before everyone else 
wakes up to get started with 

her daily tasks. 

YAWNNN

I should hurry up. . .it’s 
almost time to wake up 

the kids! 
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good morning honey! 
it’s time to wake up for 

school. . .

bring her down for 
breakfast soon. She’s 

running late.
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oh saba, I need you to go 
to the store today and 
get some more onions 

for the ‘doro wot’. . .
we’re having some 

guests this weekend. sure itiye. how 
many kilos 

should I get? 
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as the parents leave to drop off 
the kids to school, saba cleans up 
the house
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Clean water shortage in Addis Ababa is an everyday dilemma for most city dwellers. 
Residents sometimes have to struggle with water loss for days. 

Thus, Most households try to plan ahead for these days and collect clean and rain water in 
several containers which can usually be seen scattered around in the courtyards. 

 

I better go use the water 
from yesterday to wash 

clothes. and I should also  
collect more

 fresh water for this 
weekend.
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selam!  Hi saba! 

guard post
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“Brunch in the vroesen  park”

I hope that i can 
open MY OWN ONE 

DAY 

Hi Saba! What 
can I get you 

today?

It’s not bad, thank God. 
I’m hoping that the 
holiday business will 

help me save money so 
I can rent a bigger 

space and have a 
decent place for this 

little one. . .

Just onions today…
Is business picking 
up for the holiday? 

BIRTUKAN MANAGED TO SAVE 
ENOUGH MONEY TO OPEN UP A 
SHOP IN THE GOUND FLOOR 

OF A CO-OPERATIVE  
BUILDING. 

NEVERTHELESS, SHE ASPIRES 
TO MOVE TO A BIGGER 

PLACE BECAUSE THERE IS 
ONLY SPACE IN THE BACK FOR 
A BED AND A TOILET FOR HER 

AND HER DAUGHTER. 
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That must be saba 
returning home from 

the store

Life in Addis Ababa is mostly spent outdoors due to the comfortable weather and 
year-round sunshine. People often perform communal activities or have simple 
interaction outside under a shaded area, at their door front or simply under a 

close by tree . People like to take advantage of the pleasant weather with every 
opportunity. 

Most gated neighbourhoods with middle and high-income households often have guards. This is 
due to the urban insecurity that is prevalent in Addis Ababa. The increase in income disparity and 

recent conffllicts has exacerbated the security issue. 
Additionally, the shortage of resources such as affordable housing has not helped the issue. In 
Summit, guard posts can be seen placed sporadically throughout the neighbourhood. Although 

some of them are left dilapidated and empty, some are still in use. 
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how was school
today? great! We didn’t get 

any homework for 
the weekend.

why don’t you join 
your brother on 
the playground, 

lidya?

I wanted to play 
at school with 

my freinds! alright, we’ll go 
home in half an 

hour
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The city of Addis Ababa highly encourages private home builders. In Summit, the 
government gives individuals One plot OF about 8 meters by 12 meters. The 

individuals build their homes according to their FInancial capacity.  
Regardless, the home owners’ aesthetic preference seems to be infLuenced by 

their neighbours as it can be seen from the similar architectural features.  
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HONNNNKK!

That must be itiye. I 
should go open the 
Gate.. .  

did you  do your 
homework? 

we didn’t get any 
today.  
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Oh god, I’m so tired! 
Another day is over. 

Another day closer to 

owning my own shop! 

Would you like 
anything else? I’m 
going downstairs 
for the night. . .  

no, we’re good. 
Good night!  

ah! I really need to send 
money to mom tomorrow 

for the holiday!  
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