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Culture and Nature Collaborating
Hollandse Waterlinie
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The reciprocal relationship between culture (people) and nature 
(ecology and environmental processes) grows in disbalance. 

Problem Statement



4.Source: CLO (2025)

....nature is dominated by people
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People’s biorhythms are becoming increasingly separated from nature

Source: generated by Chat GPT

...people are becoming increasingly separated from nature.



6.Source: Mirna Pavlovic

...culture-nature imbalance also shows within the field of heritage architecture
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How can architectural heritage interact with natural processes 
rather than resist them?
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...nature school is proposed  as new cultural actor

Source: I Uhr och Skur

to explore the tendicy between culture and nature a...
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Nature School “de Shelter”
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How can adaptive reuse of heritage, reimagined as a landscape, transform 
the Air Shelter Area of Airbase Soesterberg into a nature school that restores a 
reciprocal relationship between culture, ecology, and environmental value??

Central Question
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DESIGN APPROACH
From Value Assessment to Design Approach
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How do values of nature and culture coexist in the Air Shelter Area?
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Coexistence of natural and cultural values
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...symbolic value in camouflage methods
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...existence and biodiversity value
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...educational, historical and nostaltic value

Source: NIMH
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How can (landscape) architectural design approaches, existing within the field of 
adaptive reuse, support the balance of natural and cultural values at the Air Shelter 
Area? 
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Approach of Landscape Architecture
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...articulation of time layers
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...adding ecological value by opening up
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Front doorFront door Side entranceSide entrance IntallationsIntallations Exhaust vaultExhaust vault

...fragmentation of the air shelter

Arches fragmented from contextArches fragmented from context
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...adding cultural value through wonder

Source: RAAAF Source: B+B and H+N+S
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...a continued story to be continued story 

Reuse by creating an analogue

Design Approach in Heritage Architecture

Source: Ofiice Winhov
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...removing and adding through its identity, type, catalogue and pallete

Source: NIMH
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Mistakes create wonder and enhances awareness

Source: jdviv
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DESIGN PROPOSAL
Nature School ‘De Shelter’
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SitePrinciple
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Site



40.

Playground Principles

Repurpose ConcreteRepurpose Concrete  Natural Play ElementsNatural Play Elements Natural PathsNatural Paths
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Shelter 620
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How do spatial characteristics and program approaches encourage children’s 
learning and engagement with the landscape of the Air Shelter Area?
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Mystery of Movement Connectivity of CommunityLearning with Nature
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View pointsView points Patio as classroom extentionPatio as classroom extentionEnvironmental processes inside the Environmental processes inside the 
shellshell

Elevated structuresElevated structures

Mystery of Movement Connectivity of CommunityLearning with Nature
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Mystery of Movement Connectivity of CommunityLearning with Nature

Exploratative routingExploratative routing
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Mystery of Movement Connectivity of CommunityLearning with Nature

Transparency of spacesTransparency of spaces Vertical transparancyVertical transparancy Space for community and Space for community and 
celebrationcelebration
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Shelter 622
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Shelter 622
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BUILDING METHOD
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How can the building method of newly built architecture convey the concept of 
architecture as a landscape in the Air Shelter Area? 
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Moving Materials and Ecosystem
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Shelter 620 Shelter 622
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Shelter 620 Shelter 622
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20 mm  - loam plaster (KEIM /Janus 1.2, pressed plants structure)

Lime plaster

inside

outside

0. Ground Floor (19)

Ecolope
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Shelter 620 - natural value

Sharing Ground

Shelter 622 - cultural value
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REFLECTION
Proces, Implications, Contribution
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Reciprocal relationship between culture and nature
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Proces - More implications per case study

Implication - Different contextual framework 

Contribution - A landscape-perspective in heritage architecture
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Heritage that does not resist change, but gains meaning 
through negotiating a balance of culture and nature.  
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