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Cultivating Heritage

Ananta Vania Iswardhani, Heritage & Architecture, TU Delft 2020

“Cultivating Heritage” has the ambition to appropriate shared
heritage architecture that embodies a conflictual past as a part
of local community’s everyday practices. The project believes
that despite the blood-soaked history, shared heritage mani-
fests knowledge and history of the past that can be utilized as a

constructive means to move forward.

The project site is the abandoned PTPN IX building, the former
NV Cultuurmaatschappij der Vorstenlanden, which administrat-
ed the agricultural trading practice and was linked to the forced
labor system. The proposal is an adaptive reuse of this building
into an urban permaculture co-operative office that adminis-
trates, manages, and educates local community’s production
and trading practices in Semarang historical area.
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The first approach is to intertwine o Vivv
the colonial built fabrics that man- | | —T o i : oo e o ) [ || e o e e e o o o e
ifest traces of inequality with com- I - i - | = ok ok o k||| |k o o ok ok ok o ok ok
munity’s socio-cultural aspect which |
upholds “gotong royong” or kinship ¢ = - I I
principle. The strategies are estab- =
lishing the building’s connections
to the surroundings by opening up H H
the enclosed and exclusive fabrics, f
implementing people’s spatial cul-
ture that values communality, and 8 e
applying local craftsmanship to let
the community be involved since the =
early stage of the transformation.
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The second approach is to use natu-
ral forces to provide comfort, experi-

ence, and new lifestyle in Semarang. WWJWJ
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Heritage Approach Inserting the New to the Old Interlocking the New and the Old Dominating/Confining the Old
Building Technology Approach

Natural forces as comfort Natural forces as experience Natural forces as lifestyle
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Close readings of three parts of the heritage : : ‘ " : V4 | AL A "JL I
built result in preservation position with dif- ‘ % ;
ferent degrees of interventions and relations

between the old and the new. The first one

is acquiescence that inserts new elements

without damaging the existing fabrics. The

second one isinterlocking, which adds a new
layer of locality for the communities and sac-
rifice parts of the existing fabrics. The third
one is adding, that confines and dominates

The Office

the existing fabrics. The design questions
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edge and memory of the past.



