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Figure 1: Historical Context of the VVP.

Adapted from Sebastian Cocks, 2022.
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HISTORICAL CONTEXT

Legend: 
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This timeline illustrates the impact of colonization on the decline of the natural temperate 
grasslands of the Victorian Volcanic Plains (VVP), juxtaposed with the expansion of 
agricultural land use and development. It traces the significant milestones that directly 
contributed to the proliferation of these activities, leading to cascading effects on the 
devastation of native vegetation, wildlife, and overall ecological balance in the region. 
Ultimately, these developments have culminated in the designation of the VVP as 
Australia’s most threatened ecosystem.
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1 THE 
PROBLEM

WE NEED TO REEVALUATE OUR APPROACHES TO LIVING 
AND FARMING IN AUSTRALIA 

In order to move forward we must first look back 
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TWO WAYS OF 
KNOWING

 
TWO WAYS OF 

SEEING
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1 RE-IMAGINING 
THE VVP

translating + testing 
within the agricultural 
+ natural context

FIGURE 01
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3.1 multi-dimensional space
3.2 the ‘eco-commons’ 
3.3 scale: the entity of place
3.4 scale: the sensorial
3.5 scale: the sacred
3.6 connection through knowledge 
3.7 human embodied materality +
regimes of care

principles design ideas
(applied across scales)

1 RE-IMAGINING 
THE VVP
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2 BOUNDARIES +
TERRITORIES  I

2.3.1
MOBILE 

SPATIAL 
HIERARCHIES
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2 BOUNDARIES +
TERRITORIES  I

2.3.2
CONCENTRATED

LOCI OF 
PLACE
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2 BOUNDARIES +
TERRITORIES  II

2.3.3
DETOURING
+ NEGATIVE

SPACE
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2.3.4
INVIOLABLE 
TERRITORY 
NETWORKS

2.5
SONGLINES +

EMBEDED 
KNOWLEDGE

2 KNOWLEDGE +
ARCHIVE
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2 INTERACTIONS

2.7
CARING FOR 

COUNTRY 

FIRE STICK 
FARMING

FIGURE 07
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SYSTEM 
SCALE

THREE DESIGN SCALES:
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COMPOUND
SCALE

THREE DESIGN SCALES:
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BUILDING 
SCALE

THREE DESIGN SCALES:
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1. System scale

2. Compound scale

3. Building scale

2 DESIGN 
SCALES

Materiality
Threshold (Veranda) 
interaction + phenomenology 

Building + Compound as edge condition (filter)
Definition of positive space + negative space 

Creation of Corridors and Edge conditions 
Soil improvement 
150 year time scale 
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1. System scale

2. Compound scale

3. Building scale

2 DESIGN 
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+
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+
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+
FIRE REGIMES
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3 DESIGNING ON
COUNTRY

how do you design in a 
[RE] IMAGINED 

country?  
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3 DESIGNING ON
COUNTRY

A DESIGN PROJECT ON WATHAURONG COUNTRY:
 

A FIRST NATIONS 
AGRICULTURAL CAMPUS  
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3 DESIGNING ON
COUNTRY

FIGURE 02

PROJECT LOCATION:
Wathaurong Country
Victoria Australia
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4 DESIGN 
LANGUAGES

AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTION

SOCIO-CULTURAL
PRODUCTION

ECOLOGICAL
PRODUCTION

polyculture
systems
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LANGUAGES
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4 DESIGN 
LANGUAGES
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AGRICULTURAL
LANGUAGE

AUSTRALIAN SHEERING SHED

CHANTEL RENAE

King Billy Phillips & Queen Mary Phillips

CORANDERRK ABORIGINAL STATION 1878
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HOW CAN ARCHITECTURE ADDRESS 
THE COMPLEXITY OF THESE
POLYCULTURES? 
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THROUGH ENABLING JOURNEYS
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5 DESIGN 
SCALES

chapters

6
system 
scale

7
compound
scale

8
building 
scale

materiality

threshold (the veranda)
 
interaction + 
phenomenology 

compound as edge 
condition (filter)

designing of positive + 
negative space 

ensamble (cluster + 
radial layout)

adaptability + seasonality 

edge + corridors 
conditions 

ecology timeframes

limit conditions 

human / non-human 
processes 
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6 SYSTEM
SCALE

FIGURE 03

“...architecture not as an object in space but as it 
relates and operates in its context.”  
[Baracco + Wright] GARDEN HOUSE 

BARACCO + WRIGHT ARCHITECTS
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6 SYSTEM
SCALE

FIGURE 03
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6 SYSTEM
SCALE

6.1
EDGE 

CONDITIONS

6.2
CREATING 

CORRIDORS

IMAGE OF CURRENT EDGE CONDITIONS ON SITE
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6 SYSTEM
SCALE

6.3
ECOLOGY 

TIMEFRAME

6.4
DESIGNING

LIMIT 
CONDITIONS

Y.0 Y.50 Y.250

IMAGE OF SACRED ROCK FORMATION ON SITE
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6 SYSTEM
SCALE

6.5
NON-HUMAN
MOVEMENT

6.6
HUMAN 

PROCESSES

IMAGE OF GRAZING KANGAROOS
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6 SYSTEM
SCALE CURRENT 
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6 SYSTEM
SCALE CURRENT
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6 SYSTEM
SCALE CURRENT

+
EDGE CONDITIONS 

+
CORRIDORS + SINKS
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6 SYSTEM
SCALE CURRENT

+
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+
CORRIDORS + SINKS
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6 SYSTEM
SCALE CURRENT
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6 SYSTEM
SCALE
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6 SYSTEM
SCALE
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7 COMPOUND
SCALE
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7 COMPOUND
SCALE

NURSERY
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SORTING
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7 COMPOUND
SCALE

FIGURE 04

DOMESTIC AREA OCCUPIED BY ALYAWARR WOMEN
PAUL MEMMOTT 
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7 COMPOUND
SCALE CURRENT 
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7 COMPOUND
SCALE CURRENT

+
NON-HUMAN 
MOVEMENTS 
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7 COMPOUND
SCALE CURRENT

+
NON-HUMAN 
MOVEMENTS

+
NEGATIVE SPACE 

LIMIT CONDITIONS
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7 COMPOUND
SCALE CURRENT

+
NON-HUMAN 
MOVEMENTS

+
NEGATIVE SPACE 

LIMIT CONDITIONS
+

CULSTER + RADIAL
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SITE PLAN  -  1:2500 10 20 50

7 COMPOUND
SCALE COMPOUND PLAN
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7 COMPOUND
SCALE

ARCHITECTURE AS ENSAMBLE 



54

7 COMPOUND
SCALE

01: BREAKING UP OF BUILDINGS 
ELEMENTS

02: ELONGATION OF THE VERANDA 
AND GARDEN THRESHOLDS

04: DEFINING OF SPACE THROUGH 
NATURAL + BUILT ELEMENTS 

03: VARIANCE IN ENCLOSURE 
+ EXPOSURE 

ARCHITECTURE AS ENSAMBLE 
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7 COMPOUND
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DESIGN 
PARAMETERS + 
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8 BUILDING
SCALE
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8 BUILDING
SCALE

1. 
landscape > building
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8 BUILDING
SCALE

2. 
open > closed 
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8 BUILDING
SCALE

3. 
poles > walls 
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8 BUILDING
SCALE

4. 
pavilions > complexity 



66

8 BUILDING
SCALE

5. 
temporal > permanence
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8 BUILDING
SCALE

B

3

A

22 13

C

1

2210 ESTABLISHED GROWING PLAN  -  1:10010

B

3

A

22 13

C

1

2210 ESTABLISHED GROWING PLAN  -  1:10010

HUMAN & NON-HUMAN FLOWS
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8 BUILDING
SCALE PHENOMENOLOGICAL

ENGAGEMENT



69

8 BUILDING
SCALE

DRYING + SORTING NORTH ELEVATION

PERMEABILITY IN THRESHOLDS
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8 BUILDING
SCALE MATERALITY



71

8 BUILDING
SCALE

TRANSITIONS IN THRESHOLD
(EXPOSURE + ENCLOSURE)
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8 BUILDING
SCALE ACTS OF CRAFTSMANSHIP 

(MATERIAL CONNECTION)
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8 BUILDING
SCALE

DETAILS 
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8 BUILDING
SCALE

DETAILS 

CORTEN STEEL METAL GRATING

75 X 25 RHS

BEAM STIFFNERS
TO ENG. DETAILS

HELICAL PIER.
TORQUE + SIZE + NO. OF PLATES TO
GEOTECHNICAL ENG. CALCS

48 CHS 5

100 PFC

1021 2 TYPICAL PATH DETAILS -  1:200

SENSORY CURATION THROUGH 
HIERARCHY OF SPACE
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THE FINDINGS
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A FUTURE WHERE WE CAN 
WALK TOGETHER AND SEE THE 

LANDSCAPE THROUGH 
MULTIPLE LENSES 
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[RE] IMAGINE
THE COUNTRY




