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My research-based graduation project explores the link between architecture and human rights concerning the
current matter of newcomers’ (refugees, asylum seekers and irregular migrants) marginalization and degrading
treatment in Paris. The research takes the position that the current newcomers’ spaces in the city are products of
contemporary politics and draws the conclusion that social-mixed-shared spaces can strengthen the social bond and
co-living values to overcome the newcomers’ marginalization and degrading treatment. The research leads the
architectural intervention in the Place de la Chapelle in Paris that aims to stitch urban tissues and empower social

changes of acceptance and a collective living mindset.

Relevance

At the beginning of the research, | evinced the
urgency of the newcomers matter by placing the
marking point on 2015. At that time the highest
displacement since the aftermath of World War I
with the 1.3 million displaced people that flowed into
Europe2 which still has marks on the social and urban
tissues till today. Moreover, | brought the argument
that forced displacement will intensify in the future
affecting more people and more cities by presenting
the future forecast that climate change will put 1.2
billion people in the world at risk of displacement by
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2050’ increasing the number of asylum seekers in
Europe to 188 per cent by the end of the century4.

Today, we are facing a new urgency, a war in Ukraine
that so far has forced more than 5 million people to
flee their homes and cross borders’. The
marginalization and degrading treatment liked with
the ‘rightless among rights’, ‘abnormal normality of
violence’, and ‘never neutral architecture’ notions
which | explore in my project is also evident in this
current situation. For example, the reports of ethnic
discrimination in crossing the Ukraine border®; the
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statement of France as being ready to welcome
100,000” Ukrainian refugees with the right to work,
education and accommodation while Afghanistan
refugees are still sleeping in the street of Paris; or
statement of French presidential candidate, Marine le
Pen that Ukrainians refugees should be only welcome
for the duration of the war’. However, what will
happen when welcoming tickets will expire and
people will still have no homes left to come back to?
All of this shows the relevance of my project and the
urgent to join the scholars and architects like Tiziana
Kassahun and Teddy Cruz to explore human right
based architecture in relation to forced displacement.

Furthermore, my research-based project is relevant in
the architecture track of the MSc Architecture,
Urbanism and Building Sciences programme, because
it aims to use architecture as a means to deal with
this social challenge. Also, it fits with the ‘City of the
Future’ graduation studio because the graduation
project approach is problem-driven with the solution
based architectural intervention which is the core
philosophy of the studio.

Results and link between research & design

The conducted research is presented in research
essay (re)Displaced in City: Human Rights-based
Architecture to Overcome Newcomers’
Marginalization and Degrading Treatment in Paris
supported by key mappings. It presents that universal
rights are subject to the political order and
newcomers’ spaces that are currently present in the
city, such as reception centres, food distribution
point, makeshift-camp settlements, etc., is a product
of contemporary politics. The research concludes that
human rights architecture should be driven by social
forces. This means that instead of trying to integrate
newcomers into the current system we need to

accept that irregular migrants always will be present
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in our cities and newcomers must be treated as an
equal part of society. As a result, architecture can be
a framework for fundamental human rights by
helping to build a coherent inclusive society. More
specifically, the social-mixed-shared spaces can
strengthen the social bond and a sense of collectivity
to overcome the newcomers’ marginalization and
degrading treatment.

The research leads to the architectural intervention in
the Place de la Chapelle in Paris, along the metro
viaduct. The project site reflects the issues and social
struggles raised in the research. The proposed design
is a pergola projected above the main paths
stretching throughout the site. Under the pergola,
there are six pavilions with the social-mixed-shared
spaces such as a shared kitchen, co-working places,
public showers, art, dance and workshop studios, and
public outdoor spaces. Pergola physically connects
the migrants’ neighbourhood and the city centre that
is currently separated by transport infrastructure. The
proposed structure invites people to the Place de la
Chapelle, a shared urban space where newcomers are
an equal part of the community. The design aims to
give the characteristic of intimacy and domestic
environment to the urban space that together with
the program provides collective living spaces. The
design is explained through diagrams, visuals and
architectural drawings.

Complete research findings, mappings, and diagrams
with the design proposal that includes concept
diagrams, visuals, plans, sections, fragments, details,
etc., will be collected in the final graduation project
book.
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Diagram 1. Journey from observation to the problem
based architectural intervention. This research-based
design project required continuous reflection and
reevaluation to make the design an inseparable part
of the research.

Methods, process and reflection

To conduct research | have used a combination of
historical-interpretive, qualitative and case study
research approaches because research deals with
social-spatial practice and peoples’ lives that fall
under praxeology and phenomenology epistemes. It
includes methods such as; literature review, legal
documents review, news and social media narratives,
newcomers’ demographic statistics review, mapping
current settlements, and case studies. The literature
reviews, local news narratives, and mapping helped
to acquire a dapper knowledge about the topic, to

take a position and to readjust research methods. For
example, because the research topic is addressing the
lives of vulnerable people throughout the process
repeatedly raises the ethical dilemmas of which
methods are ethical to use, and how information
should be presented or written.

For example, in my graduation plan, | have listed
capturing images of the current situation as one of
my research methods. However, at the time | started
to photograph urban spaces and buildings that reflect
newcomers’ lives in Paris, for an instant, the long
queuing to enter to asylum seekers’ legal adviser
office or the rows of tents in the city, | realized that
this method was contradicting my position. It was
from top to down approach increasing alienation and
social exclusion. To use this method first need to build
a relationship with local newcomers in order to
produce photographs that would give an added value
to the existing database. Due to the long process of
building trust and friendship, | have decided to use
images that were published in the news and on social
media and blur the faces to not expose the identity.
This raised a question in my P2 presentation about
my position on showing or not newcomers’ faces in
my research materials basing the argument that if the
goal is to make newcomers an equal part of the
society their identity maybe should be revealed. My
reasoning for blurring peoples’ faces is that
photographs expose them in a vulnerable position.
Also, the photographs were taken not by me meaning
that | do not have peoples’ permission of using those
images. Of cause, | have to admit that the position
and the viewpoint on the ethical dilemma is changing
with the project process and continuously changing
contemporary social and political situation.

The design process is quite similar — a repeatable
reposition and reflection on the progressing work.
The received feedback, such as to use of an urbanistic
approach to overlooking and investigating the existing
urban situation to improve the quality of the existing
site and proposed project. As well as, consideration of
the existing urban aspects and designing project to be
embedded into the site. The received feedback
helped me to look into the project through different



lenses of scale and try to find the links, between
research architectural design and site.
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social-mixed-shared spaces.

Diagram 2. A continuous repositioning and reflection
during the design process.

Gained knowledge

Throughout my graduation project | have learned that
during the research and design process the methods
and approaches are progressing and changing at the
same time as research and project advance. The new
information and changing situation require
continuous reflection and reevaluation of the
approach and methods’ suitability. Moreover, the
approach of positioning, overviewing, analyzing,
reflecting and finding links within the different scales,
from details, materials, shape, site context, and the

broader context has to be simultaneous to keep
project relevant and inseparable part of the research.

Finally, my graduation project sets my position in the
architecture field and the project | would like to be
part of. Architecture is not about trends, it is about
how architecture impacts and forms our society and
how architecture can empower social changes to

overcome contemporary urgencies.



