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Transience / Notions

transience
(noun)
the state of lasting only for a short time



Altered Nature / Notions

Quintessence (Source: AJ Silistrie)
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Urbanisation in the Himalayas
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Natural Hazards / Critical Processes

Urbanisation in the Himalayas

has been facilitated by

Pilgrimage Seasonal
tourism

Geopolitical 
conflicts

Hydropowe
r

Production

Regional 
Economies

Native 
Population

has resulted in

Natural 
Hazards

(Photo: Rajesh Kumar Singh)



Critical Processes

Urbanisation in the Himalayas

has been facilitated by

Pilgrimage Seasonal
tourism

Geopolitical 
conflicts

Hydropowe
r

Production

Regional 
Economies

Native 
Population

has resulted in

Natural 
Hazards

Infrastructure
Development



Infrastructural Development / Critical Processes
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Resource Extraction / Critical Processes
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Degrading Social Ecologies / Critical Processes
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Problem Statement
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Research Questions &  Spatial Analysis



How can we synergise infrastructural development and extractive 
operations within the vulnerable social ecologies of Garhwal Himalayas in  
Uttarakhand, India through the spatial agency of design?

Main Research Question



How have the Human and More-than-Human processes resulted in the 
operationalisation of the Himalayan landscape in Uttarakhand, India?

Research sub-question



Formation of the Himalayan Geography



Formation of the Himalayan Geography



Human processes in the Himalayan Landscape



How have the processes of Urbanisation resulted in the creation of 
Critical Landscapes in Chamoli district in Uttarakhand, India?

Research sub-question



Critical Processes

Natural Hazards Infrastructural Development Extractive Operations Degrading Social Ecologies



Critical Landscapes



How have the processes of Urbanisation resulted in a state of Accumulation
of large-scale permanent infrastructures and extractive operations within the 
vulnerable Himalayan Geographies in Uttarakhand, India?

Research sub-question



Transects



Analytical Sections



Accumulation



Conceptualisation & Methodology



Research sub-question

How have the various perennial and ephemeral landscapes evolved over time and 
how do they manifest periodically within this vulnerable Himalayan Geography?



Ephemerality



Spatio Temporality within the  Himalayan Landscape



Spatio Temporality within the  Himalayan Landscape



Research sub-question

How to program the transition from the existing state of accumulation and 
extreme vulnerability in the region to a new spatial logic of urbanisation to 
support these spatio-temporal  processes in the longue duree?



Material Geographies



Material Geographies



Material Geographies



Material Flows



Material Flows



Theoretical  Underpinning



Theoretical  Framework



Critique / Positioning



Research sub-question

What are the future conditions of these processes of Urbanisation within 
which the project is envisioned and positioned?



Scenario 1 / Continuity / Accumulation



Scenario 2 / Conservation



Scenario 3 / Synchronize



Manifesto



Regional Vision & Strategy



Research sub-question

What are the strategies to synergise these critical human and ecological 
processes within the vulnerable, ephemeral landscapes and seasonal 
economies around the region?



Regional Frame /  L 



Pilgrimage / Tourism



Green Energy Production



Regional Economies



Landscape Resilience



Regional Strategy

Pilgrimage-Tourism Green Energy Production Regional Economies & Knowledge Hubs Landscape Resilience



Integrated Vision & Strategy



Operations



Research sub-question

What spatial operations/interventions within the agency of spatial agency 
can synergise infrastructural development, extractive operations within the 
vulnerable social ecologies of Garhwal Himalayas in  Uttarakhand, India?



Operations 



Catalogue of Operations 
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M1/ Joshimath 



Vulnerabilities/ M1/ Joshimath 



Spatialising Operations / M1/ Joshimath 



Spatio-Temporality / M1/ Joshimath 
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Aerial view / Joshimath



Mapping Risk / Joshimath



Palimpsest / Joshimath



Design Experiments
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S1/ Topos / Repairing the Socio-Cultural Landscape

Urban sprawl around Narsingh Temple



S1/ Topos / Repairing the Socio-Cultural Landscape



Existing Condition



Existing Condition



Transformations



Transformations



S2 / Habitat/ Relocation of inhabitants

Prefabricated structures along the Terraced Landscape in Joshimath



S2 / Habitat/ Relocation of inhabitants



Existing Condition



Existing Condition



Transformations



Transformations



C. S3 / Matter / Material Recycling Centre

A cricket match being played at the Army Helipad in Joshimath



C. S3 / Matter / Material Recycling Centre



Existing Condition



Existing Condition



Transformations



Transformations



Seasonal Flows / Material Geographies



Projections



Research sub-question

How can these strategies and interventions be projected on the territorial 
scale to synchronise and spatialise the spatio-temporal dynamics of these 
processes?



Spatio-Temporal Synchronicity



Paradigmatic Shift / Models of Urbanisation

Spatio-Temporal SynchronicityAccumulation



Phasing & Implementation 



Governance



Research sub-question

How can we evaluate the performance and assess the feasibility of the 
proposed design methodology and its spatial implications?



Assessment Parameters



Critical Evaluation / Design Experiments



New Material Reading



New Tectonics



Reflections
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