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I heard you die twice,
once when they bury you
in the grave

And the second time

is the last time that
somebody mentions your
name

- Macklemore (Victorious)

Als je doodvalt op de grond
en niemand post het

Heb je dan maar 1 1ijk?

- Sef (Als een boom valt)

I hate to keep seeing the
same four walls

I’ve been stuck in the same
Stuck in the same place for
way too long

I hate to keep walking the
same four blocks

And honestly, I’'m so sick
of the architect

You won’t find

Find my bones here

The blower bed’s like a
graveyard

And that kills me (0h)

- Iris Jean (The architect)
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1. Crooswijk

YEAR: 1832

TYPE: general cemetery

DESIGNER: P. Adams. Expansion by L. A. Springer (1912)

CITY: Rotterdam

AREA: 205.000 m?

PUBLIC: YES

MONUMENT : YES 10,03/ 25

RURAL ———<— URBAN Today I am going to the very first

cemetery of the fieldwork. After a
short bike ride I find an entrance,
for a bit I struggle with where to
park my bike.

I am overwhelmed with the amount of
stones. The landscape seems to change
every very corner I take.

GREEN —O——— PAVED
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Western entrance of the General Westexrn entrance today
Cemetery Crooswijk by G. Lengkeek,
1838-1864 (Stadsarchief Rotterdam)

} ALGEMEENE BEGRAAFPLAATS
- CROOSW/IKa T E ROTTERDAM

€D

SCHAAL 1a75C

Copy from an added map

in De stad en de dood
(Kamphuis, 2000). Map by
Gemeentewerken Rotterdam
afdeling VI Landmeten, 1946

Southern entrance with flower shop
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it looks like any other English landscape park

From this point of view,

il an

A woman is sitting on a bench on

s a nice day for

’

It
I wonder if she is here to

her phone.

March,

visit a grave or simply to enjoy

the place.

When

I scare her a bit.

I

I ask her

She tells me she just visited hex

mother

now she is

She is

me but I think she would

been

s grave and

’

nice to

recovering a bit.

ve rather

’

left alone.

note to only walk up to

Mental

I see they are also

looking for interaction.

someone when

12



The chapel in the middle of the cemetery

A man is caring for a grave on the
Islamic part of the cemetery

13



Green maintenance is shuffling the gravel path

Storage
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2. St Laurentius

YEAR: 1867

TYPE: Catholic cemetery
DESIGNER: H.J. van den Brink
CITY: Rotterdam

AREA: 26.000 m?

PUBLIC: YES

MONUMENT : PARTLY

RURAL —<— URBAN
GREEN —<— PAVED

18/03/’ 25

I am sitting on a movable
bench in the St Laurentius
Cemetery. It’s a sunny day,
the first trees on the
cemetery are starting to
blossom. The grave stone in
front of me is a big selfie
of a girl around my age, the
Snapchat-filter makes hearts
around her head. Some bushes
are rustling and I see a rat
cross the path.

A few weeks later I have

an interview with cemetery
director Theo van Werkhoven
(appendix A1l in the report)

Leend
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An arcade gives the place a
classical, maybe kitsch look

The cemetery is surrounded by walls. On the one hand this obstructs
the accesibility of the area, on the other hand it gives me a sense of
safety. I know I won’t be bothered. Theo van Werkhoven, director of

St Laurentius Cemetery, told me the walls are a monument so they can
probably not be broken through.

Entrance of the St Laurentius
Cemetery ca. 1896.

Entrance today
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Behind the walls, I hear cars driving past. There
is a primary school right next to the wall, the
children are audibly playing a game.

Francine Houben designed the chapel centred in the

middle of the cemetery.

Her family lies on the cemetery



Playful elements at the children graves section

Birds and goats?
On a cemetery?

Theo van

Werkhoven later

explains it

s to

4

give children a
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3. Nieuwe OQOoster

YEAR: 1889

TYPE: general cemetery

DESIGNER: L.A. Springer

CITY: Amsterdam

AREA: 330.000 m?

PUBLIC: YES

MONUMENT : YES 16,/04/'25

RURAL ——<— URBAN I wanted to go to the Nieuwe

Ooster mainly because of the
museum that is on the site. It
is called Tot Zover (EN: Until
so far), the only Dutch museum
about death.

GREEN —O—— PAVED
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HwETp vor de ‘Imw 5tgnsfflnu

‘ ®ni
1 [ ;_f-,,,_m,,xmmm ] The design of the old
. gi%] | part of the cemetery

(Springer, 1891).
Published in De
Opmerker 1891-1

i !i

barcode

-->

Landscape and urbanism office Karres en Brands designed the
structural plan of the cemetery.

A few months later in my interview with Bart Brands, he
explained their concept of the “barcode”: ‘We are becoming
more equal and at the same time more unique. In the
barcode, every person can find the atmosphere that suits
them most.’

Structural plan Nieuwe Ooster by Karres en Brands

21
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‘Some people are afraid to even pass
the entrance of the cemetery,’ the
lady in the museum said

All interesting trees
an information necklace

Trees are shaped as
umbrella for the graves

have



Dgze huurbankhhoort bij het graf met nummer
¥ "bmﬁ e

: “, R 327

‘Please don’t move the bench. This
rental bench belongs to this grave’

I enter the cemetery first. With
extra focus on the facilities of
the cemetery. The landscape design
with curling paths invites you to
get lost and explore. Focusing

on the facilities, I notice there
is a lot of attempt to control
the visitors. Coin locks on the
watering cans, banning people
from bringing their own chairs,

I wonder about what happened for
the maintaince team to be so
distrustful.

23



Islamic funeral pavilion

Samen houden we het netjes

Zitgelegenheid

Nabestaanden plaatsen allerlei stoeltjes en dat geeft een
wat rommelig beeld. De Nieuwe Ooster plaatst binnenkort
een rek leenstoeltjes voorzien van een muntsiot. Ais het rek
er is worden de overige stoelen verwijderd en gedurende een
maand opgeslagen om te worden opgehaald.

Zo houden we het netjes

De afmeting van een Islamitisch graf is 100 x 200 cm. We
verzoeken u vriendelijk geen spullen buiten deze afmetingen
te plaatsen. Materialen die buiten de grafmaat vallen worden
vanaf 15 januari 2025 verwijderd en opgeslagen.

Sign at Islamic part asking
bereaved not to bring their
own chairs and stick to
100x200 cm grave area

The people don’t seem to
care for the sign

Artificial grass on top
of grass...



Traces of use
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It’s a cold day, so after an
hour I go to the museum for a
coffee to warm up. They have a
cafe with 10+ tables, half of
them are occupied.

he lady who works behind the counter
can guess every dgroup’s reason

why they are here: one couple just
visited the exhibitions, a group of
women must be waiting for a funeral
as they are so nicely dressed up and
another couple just walked over the
cemetery for trees, as the cemetery
is also an arboretum. She knows
because they told her. The museum
cafe is a place where different
paths cross, it feels warm and
comfortable.

Explanation of funeral practices of different religions



The exhibitions are a mix of
heavy (pictures from bodies in
coffins), artsy (‘urn’ awards)
and funny (the relationship
between death and food). After
having seen the whole museum,
my head is full.

Aux Raus - Coffin Poser
Stills from the videoclip
Displayed in the museum
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4., Bosdrift

YEAR: 1890

TYPE: general cemetery
DESIGNER: L.A. Springer
CITY: Hilversum

AREA: 26.000 m?
PUBLIC: YES

MONUMENT : YES

RURAL —<O>—— URBAN
GREEN —O—— PAVED

e S e S e N N e S o Y W 8

16/04/’ 25

Bosdrift feels like a micro
version of De Nieuwe Ooster.
That’s no surprise as it’s
drawn up by the same designer.
Beside the size, the cemeteries
also differ in sounds on the
cemetery. In Hilversum, the only
car way nearby is shielded by
the building. The place is very
peaceful and silent.
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In 2022, Director Anita van Loon
initiated to add a natural cemetery.
It’s already sold out.

The natural cemetery has beech trees
because they are well equiped for
our changing climate

32

Taking a stroll, I suddenly
see the path changing from
small pebbles to wood
chips. It’s where the
natural cemetery starts.
Fifteen minutes later, when
I am interviewing director
Anita van Loon, she will
tell me that the natural
graves are very popular and
sold out faster than she
could imagine.




The interview takes place in the

building, the space is called ‘Springer’s
living room’ (after the designer of the
cemetery). As a visitor you can get free
tea and coffee from a volunteer behind the
counter, or you can have a chat.

Anita brought her dog Teun, who is very
good at consoling. She says he can feel
other’s emotions really well and sometimes
goes out to the cemetery to sit with
people who are sad.

(photo: Uitvaartstichting Hilvezxrsum)
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5. Zomerlanden

YEAR: 2021

TYPE: natural cemetery

DESIGNER: unknown

CITY: Heinenoord, Hoeksche Waard
AREA: 90.000 m?

PUBLIC: YES

MONUMENT : NO

RURAL O—  URBAN
GREEN O——— PAVED

o ©-© 609 O

20/05/'25

My trip to Zomerlanden
is only 20 km but takes
1,5 hours by public
transport. From the
final bus stop, I have
to walk fifteen minutes
along a motor way.
There are pasture fields
on both sides of the
road, in the distance
is a sudden natural
area. I think that’s my
destination.



The cemetery truly is a
natural island in the
middle of monoculture
crop fields

Respect voor mens
B3an hier hand in
We vragen u om

houden tijdens
volgende regeis

N natuur
and,
Bepaste afstand te

N uitvaart en de
te respecteren

@ Toegang is vrij tussen
tonsopkomst en o-n}waar\g

& Wande! alleen op de paden

° Houd honden aan de korte jn

Memorial for Jack Dawson

. :1‘::::mmg,,,\mme,wl i Green, an Amexrican
n . . .
pilot who was killed in

Olaatgeenawa’a(h_mr Heinenooxrd in 1945

Rijd niet met fietsen of andere
voertuigen

B ep— - e Y fe o
Saan hler hand n hand. [ o bijvende rustpaats nde natuur

e o e g s

Info signs with zrules
regarding your visit
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Nearing the cemetery, I
hear screaming roosters
which seem to be walking
around freely. Entering the
terrain, rain drops fall
down even though there’s
not a cloud on the sky.
Later in the interview
with Marina Fidder, I will
learn they were tears from
a weeping willow. But for
now I get a weird feeling,
not knowing how this place
works and what to expect.

Maintenance or people who have difficulty walking
can navigate the cemetery by golf car
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Starting the cemetezxy,
the existing trees were
unhealthy. You can see it
from the crown.

Now that the tree has more
space, it has started
shooting at the bottom: a
very good sign.

Marina says,

It’s spreading
his wings

The cemetery had some difficulty in the
water management. They dug a pond which
now florishes in biodiversity

39
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Throughout the
cemetery I see
these wooden land
posts. These mark
reservations for
graves.

Ash scattering is not allowed
on the natural cemetery,
because it’s hurtful for the
soil.

You can opt for an ash burial,
if the urn is biodegradable,
like this one, Marina shows.
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6.

YEAR: 1940
DESIGNER: F. Theeuwis
CITY: Rotterdam
AREA: 223.000 m?
PUBLIC: YES
MONUMENT : NO

RURAL —— URBAN
GREEN ——<—— PAVED

Zuiderbegraafplaats

09/05/'25

After a half hour bike

ride, I arrive at the
Zuiderbegraafplaats. The reason
is scouting for a possible
design location. They cemetery
is a collage of the different
Rotterdammers, with sections
for different Islamic and
Christian denominations, a
Chinese part and even a special
section fanatic Feyenoord
supporters. I wonder how much
the different groups mingle in
a place like this.

PO P RPREP?

Towndsases /Adjocask bundkion
W Lowd molorwley
) residantiog buidding
@ oMot gordans
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Every Sunday, these two men
stall their flower shop at the
entrance of the cemetexry. They
sell to visitors as well as
local residents, they say.

The main (and only)
entrance is a pompous
lane with trees on

a woman cut off the road and walked both sides. I feel
over the grass. uncertain of what’s
Otherwise she had to walk all the waiting for me at the
way around: end.

Later I talk to the
efficient lady. She says
she comes here every week
to visit her mothexr’s
grave. The man who is
with her, notes:

‘You have to be careful
not to go more often, or it
will become an obsession.’

43



Welkom op de
-

Zuiderbegraafplaats
Openingstijden begraafplaats
Maandag t/th zaterdag
Zon- en feestdagen

i/ Juli / Augustus (alleen voor voetgangers)
! int u alleen buiten de begraafplaats parkeren
Openingstijden kantoor
Maandag t/m vrijdag

08.00-16.00
10.00-16.00
geopend tot 20.00

SRS e 09.00-13.00
Welkom op de )
‘ Zuidefbegraafplaats 2 Nederlandse oorlogsgraven []

Hetis verboden zich buiten de openingstijden op de begraafplaats te bevinden
(Artikel 461 Wetboek van Strafrecht)

N &~
* Na de slagboom
uitgezonderd rouwauto's

ity 3

Buse-Rana Basoglu
7 reviews

2 jaar geleden

Graag de openingstijden verlengen. Ik heb afgelopen
vrijdag (27-10-2023) mijn klasgenoot begraven en wil
hem vaak kunnen bezoeken. En de anderen personen
kennende en niet kennende een gebed kunnen
verrichten tot hen. 12 «

<2 Delen

Contact
Kantoor Bij een calamiteit

* Alleen bereikbaar tiidens kantooruren

[] o10-4898560 [] o10-2405252

wwwi.rotterdam.nl/uitvaart

4 zuiderbegraafplaats@rotterdam.nl

Stinge 50
3084 EB Rotterdam

Lorenzo Aardappel
Local Guide - 16 reviews - 3 foto's

een jaar geleden

Kom je helemaal uit Groningen en heb je (wat echt mijn

¢ l fout is) de openingstijden niet gecheckt. Wat een rot

On Google Maps,
people complain

9 Like

tijden. Totaal niet over gedacht

«2 Delen

about the opening
times. The
cemetery would
close too early
to visit on a
working day.

Information at the parking
lot that doesn’t work (but
is still on)

44




So-An Ssi
Local Guide - 401 reviews - 350 foto's

2 jaar geleden

Feedback betreffende de toegankelijkheid.

De begraafplaats is niet/nauwelijks toegankelijk voor
personen die slecht ter been zijn. Door de smalle
paden en kiezels is het zeer lastig om met een
scootmobiel of rollator naar de graven te rijden of
lopen.
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The entrance (roundabout?) of the
cemetery is very formal, the green 1is
nicely kept but also useless

Later, the cemetery administrator will
say it’s the cemetery’s ‘business
card’ (visitekaartje).

Someone must spend a lot of
time pruning these bushes...

for this pompous lane
you would expect a more
fitting building at the
end

46



“In the immortal
homeland, the flower
garden looks like [ “This grass listens to
brocade. The He and Luo the murmuring sea,

rivers endure through a jill MRotterdam” 4 liLike a bamboo reed, bound
] X by love a hundred years

deep”

YOU'LL NEVER
WALK 'ALONE

> 1408195 10-

YOUIL NEVER
WALK A LONE
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Mohammed Rahman
&3 Local Guide - 24 reviews

3 maanden geleden
Mijn ouders, zus en familieleden zijn begraven op het
Islamitische gedeelte. Dank voor de mogelijkheid om
dierbaren volgens de Islamitische ritus te mogen
begraven. Begraafplaats wordt goed onderhouden.

5 Like < Delen
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02 fieldwork abroad
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A. Highgate Cemetery

YEAR: 1839

TYPE: general cemetery

DESIGNERS: Stephen Geary & David Ramsay
CITY: Londen, UK

AREA: 150.000 m?

PUBLIC: YES

MONUMENT : YES

RURAL ——O— URBAN
GREEN —O——————— pAVED




15/06/'25

Cycling up the

hill, we arrive at
Highgate cemetery.
The open fence gives
us a sneak peek.

Photo shot from

the road
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=r
My dad is joining me today. After our ride

he is craving a coffee, but I notice a
guided tour is starting so I drag him along

This fox lives in the
cemetery



Funeral today

Please show your respect

e no photography

e keep noise to a minimum
* maintain a distance
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A modest grave for the not-so-modest
George Michael

a ‘broken’
stone
symbolises
an abrubt
ending to a
life

an unmade bed as if the
user could come back any
second
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B. St.

YEAR: 1867

TYPE: Protestant cemetery (inactive)
DESIGNER: unknown

CITY: Berlin, Germany

AREA: 75.000 m?

PUBLIC: YES

MONUMENT : YES

RURAL ——— - URBAN
GREEN <O————— pAVED
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27/07/'25
a cemetery

community garden
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Interestingly enough, . o¥S is
the cemetery has only W"’wu.es ot
one entrance. o lom g &*ﬂﬂ&ﬂﬁ
—_——— 1 = ) wnm&s-

"—l

W ‘ :
i a badcowy : fieont” class Cen
‘ B teefwo.

W Q09

oo
‘avenue-cemetery’
EW?MQE? IEE

65



underuse + (un)safety -> participation

Jan B.

Local Guide - 21 reviews

5 jaar geleden
So schon ist es hier, der Vorteil: durch die
Prinzessinengarten weniger Junkies
Der Nachteil: der ruhige Friedhof wirkt manchmal wie
eine Touristenattraktion, viele Menschen kommen jetzt
her... Ruhe findet man trotzdem von Zeit zu Zeit ;-)

According to Jan B., the arrival of the Prinzessinnengaxrten
community garden has led to a decrease of people using drugs
(“Junkies’ in the review) in this place. Today I see two
sitting in the grass.




GET INVOLVED] OPEN INVITATION TO AN

Wir wollen das Potenzial eines alten Trauerortes

transformieren in einen Ort fiir eine diversitits< o P i
sensible und diskriminierungkritische Trauerkulfur: Ex h i b't| on an d
In vier Veranstaltungen stellen wir die durchs 4 L 5

Ratriarchale System vorherrschende, m
2 4

diskrete, oft einsame Trauerkultur infrags—r—=
und geben Euch Raum, um ein s
vielfaltiges Netzwerk progressiver -

- Trauerkultur zu férdern.

How can
we collectivel

‘Allg Tormins,
und wie i Tot

Hee
Barrieren und. = : i K
Barriorefreiheit St B 20 S

7e v ) i . 2

Poster on site, asking Posters and booklets collected by Team Dis+Ko
how cemeteries can about the position of cemeteries in Berlin,
be transformed into a asking people to bring their opinions to the
place where ‘sorrow table.
culture’ can be

discussed.

Source: @team_disko on Instagram
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Take some succulents!

-

- PRINze SSINNENGARTEN  KCLLeKT'Y -
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T2

C.

Jarva begravingsplats

YEAR: 2024

TYPE: general cemetery

DESIGNERS: Kristine Jensen Tegnestue & Poul Ingemann
CITY: Stockholm, Sweden

AREA: 86.000 m?

PUBLIC: YES

MONUMENT : YES

RURAL —<O————— URBAN
GREEN —O—— PAVED

Leend
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The sink shows use of the waterx
tap. Rain and water have reacted
with the corten steel.

first traces
of use

75



Meditation

76

place

Someone went and left
food, jewelxry and a book
about prayer.



Confusion: to whom belongs
this road? The tracks betray
that there are more often
vehicles than pedestrians
here.

TT7



Walking through the cemetery, a hill
in the distance caught my attention.
I went to climb it.

The Granholmstoppen is a landfill,
mainly made from excavated material from the metro
construction. Wikipedia says the hill also contains
contaminents, and that it is used by paragliders.
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Higher up the hill is a disc
golf park. During my visit,
multiple groups/families werxe
playing a game.
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D. Skogskyrkogarden

YEAR: 1917

TYPE: forest cemetery

DESIGNERS: Gunnar Asplund & Sigurd Lewerentz
CITY: Stockholm, Sweden

AREA: 1080.800 m?

PUBLIC: YES

MONUMENT : YES

RURAL —<O—— URBAN
GREEN —O——————— pAVED
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15/08/'25

One of the many entrances. This one 1is
closest to the metro station, which is called
after the cemetery.

Skogskyrkogdrden is one of the tourist highlights
of Stockholm. Many people (mainly fellow designers)
recommended me to go here.
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The ‘Path of the Seven Wells’
Designed as firebreak in the pine forest. The intended seven
wells along the path were never constructed.



I had a short talk with Max.

He has been working at the
cemetery for two years now,
setting and engraving stones,
about five stones a day. He’d
drilled the holes wrong and had
to go all the way back to his
workshop.
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Views from the

Almhojden

The Almhojden
(meditation hill)
offers sight over
the cemetery.
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Users of the cemetery
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Spotify barcode which links
to a personal song
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Death is in the detail

After two hours walking around, we needed a
restroom. The first one we found was closed, the
second building we had more luck!
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D. Assistens kirkegarzxd

YEAR: 1760

TYPE: general cemetery
DESIGNER: Peter Meyn

CITY: Copenhagen, Denmark
AREA: 197.000 m?

PUBLIC: YES

MONUMENT : YES

RURAL —— < URBAN
GREEN —<O————— pAVED

Legend
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Kirkegardspark
Cemetery Park

Begravelsesomrade
Burial Area

e
/ Kirkegardspark

Cemetery Park
74

4
g RS
% \ Eidste del
< fdest part

Begravelsesomride
Burial Area

Kirkegardspark
Cemetery Park

Kirkegards|
Cemetery Perk

Burial area

Vis hensyn

Denne del af Assistens Kirkegard er et aktivt begravelsesomrade
(se kortet). Her er dagligt begravelser og pargrende, der beseger
gravsteder. Derfor er hygge pa graesset, solbadning og lignende
forbudt pa begravelsesomradet og skal forega pé kirkegardens
ovrige omrader.

Please be respectful
This section of Assistens Cemetery is an active burial area
(see map) and burials take place here daily. There are also many
relatives visiting the graves of the deceased. Sunbathing, picnicking
etc, are therefore not permitted and must take place outside the

rial area.

The cemetery is famous

for its public life: we

see a lot of young people
eating, sun bathing and
socializing. The weather 1is
amazing today.

BEGRAVELSES_OMRM»JE
“‘“M"‘,E;’.{‘ﬁfm HER MA DU !KKE

anvns:sumuut \“

SIDDE

SIDDI
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Separating wall used as
grave inscriptions

Special section ‘Rainbow
Burial Place’ for people
in the queer community
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