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Relationships of need
[PAST] “The countryside of Venice” | Socio-Ecology

[PAST] “Practices of care - occasional, insular humanity” | Care

No relationships, no need
[MODERNITY] “That moment when everything changed” | Modernity

[MODERNITY] “Presence & absence - ownership, stewardship and abandonment” | Territorial agency - Land ethic

[PRESENT] “Practices of degradation - inevitable, urban humanity” | Anthropocene

Relationships of will
[PRESENT] “The Venetian my interdisciplinary effort” | Interdisciplinarity

[A WHILE BEFORE FUTURE] “Relationships of will, and action” | Intentionality

[A WHILE BEFORE FUTURE] “Venice Lagoon, a water body ” | Rights of nature
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LAGOON, ISLANDS
context
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Porto Marghera industrial site
Built up area

Contours

0
-12

Lagoon depth

Main rivers
Idrography

Below sea level areas
BathimetryBathimetry

-5
-27

Water bodies (Lagoons, Canals)

LAGOON, ISLANDS
context



e

Canals

Marshlands - Barene

Lagoon

Bathimetry
-5
-27

Islands

Coastline
Ponte della libertà bridge
Ponte della libertà railway

Lagoon boundaries

Clams farming

Fishing huts - Casoni
Farming

Aquaculture - Valli da pesca5 km0
N

LAGOON, ISLANDS
context

time

Lagoon
space

empty

full

empty



Narratives - analyse

Past
I - The countryside of Venice

II - Practices of care | occasional, insular humanity

Relationships of need
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THE COUNTRYSIDE OF VENICE:
a socio-ecological system
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Fishing

Livelihood functions

D. De Vries, The fish seller in Venice, C. 1600, Monza, private collection

THE COUNTRYSIDE OF VENICE:
a socio-ecological system



Fish farming

Valle Miligon (Or Milison) At The Port Of Malamocco, XVI centuty, Venezia, Archivio di Stato, Miscellanea mappe, dis 461

THE COUNTRYSIDE OF VENICE:
a socio-ecological system

Livelihood functions



Agriculture

B. Fantello, Area of the Lagoon east of Torcello with the islands of the Costanziaco and Ammiana archipelago, 1572, Venezia, 
Archivio di Stato, Savi ed esecutori alle acque, Disegni, Laguna, dis. 2

THE COUNTRYSIDE OF VENICE:
a socio-ecological system

Livelihood functions



Grazing and Livestock Farming

A. Locha, Perilagoon territory at the northern margins of the Lagoon along the course of the Siloncello stream and the right 
bank of the lower Sile river, 1556, Venezia, Archivio di Stato, Savi ed esectori alle acque, Disegni Laguna, dis. 12

THE COUNTRYSIDE OF VENICE:
a socio-ecological system

Livelihood functions



Hunting

Vittore Carpaccio, Caccia in Laguna, c. 1490-1495, oil on canvas, J. Paul Getty Museum, Los Angeles

THE COUNTRYSIDE OF VENICE:
a socio-ecological system

Livelihood functions



Salt extraction

Jacopo de’ Barbari, Venetie md, 1500, xilografia, Biblioteca Nazionale Marciana, Venezia (detail)

THE COUNTRYSIDE OF VENICE:
a socio-ecological system
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Religion

Jacopo de’ Barbari, Venetie md, 1500, xilografia, Biblioteca Nazionale Marciana, Venezia (detail)

THE COUNTRYSIDE OF VENICE:
a socio-ecological system

Public and collective functions



Francesco Guardi, lazzaretto Vecchio, c. 1770, oil on canvas, Private collection

THE COUNTRYSIDE OF VENICE:
a socio-ecological system

Public and collective functions

Health



Defense

Jacopo de’ Barbari, Venetie md, 1500, xilografia, Biblioteca Nazionale Marciana, Venezia (detail)

THE COUNTRYSIDE OF VENICE:
a socio-ecological system

Public and collective functions



past present f  u  t  u  r  e . . .

abandonment

practices of degradation:
no resistance, 
no protection

ecological degradation
 socio - cultural erosion

N
O 

V
A
L
U
E

resistance
organization

action

Venice Lagoon 
as legal entity:

new form of protection

of will
relationships

few

restored value

planning

design
new-old 

functions

a while before future

po
sit

iv
e f

ee
db

ac
k 

lo
op

no functionsno resourceno need
no relationships

many

loss of functions

modernity

resource

space

livelihood public
functions

agriculture
saltworks

livestock farming
fish farming

hunting healthreligion defense

ISOLE
& LIDI

ISOLE 
MINORI

OPEN 
LAGOON

VALLI DA 
PESCA

fishing

ownership
stewardship

practices of care:
natural form of 

protection

socio - ecological 
equilibrium

V
A
L
U
E

of need
relationships

everyone

RESEARCH FRAMEWORK
through the narratives, towards the problem

past



PRACTICES OF CARE:
occasional, insular humanity

ownership
stewardship

practices of care:
natural form of 

protection

socio - ecological 
equilibrium

V
A
L
U
E

of need
relationships

everyone

past



PRACTICES OF CARE:
occasional, insular humanity

MODERNITY

1917
the m

oment when everything changed

Porto Marghera: 
1917

PASTpractic
es o

f ca
re

old Brenta delta

Brenta river

diversion of the 
Brenta river: 

1502

PRESENT
practic

es o
f degradation

barene erosion

exacavation of industrial 
canals - Canale dei Petroli: 

1964

sediment containment 
basins - Casse di Colmata: 

1963-1973



PRACTICES OF CARE:
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A. G. Vestri, Schematic map of the drainage basin converging into the Venice Lagoon, 1709



PRACTICES OF CARE:
occasional, insular humanity

The hydraulic works

Coastal works

murazzi del Lido

murazzi di Pellestrina

murazzi di Sottomarina



PRACTICES OF CARE:
occasional, insular humanity

Regulatory practices



Narratives - analyse

Modernity
III - That moment when everything changed

IV - Presence & absence | ownership, stewardship and abandonment

Present
V - Practices of degradation | inevitable, urban humanity

No relationships, no need
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Venice & the modernity
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THAT MOMENT WHEN EVERYTHING CHANGED:
Venice & the modernity

Porto Marghera - 1917

Chinello, C. (2018). 
Porto Marghera 1902-1926.
At the origins of the ‘problem of Venice’

Marinetti, F. T., Boccioni, U., Carrà, 
C., & Russolo, L. (1910). 
Contro Venezia Parassita [Manifesto]



The socio-ecological consequences of modernity

THAT MOMENT WHEN EVERYTHING CHANGED:
Venice & the modernity
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Latterino 
(big-scale sand smelt)

Schia 
(sand shrimp)

Anguilla 
(eel)

Passera 
(european plaice)

Gò 
(grass goby)

THAT MOMENT WHEN EVERYTHING CHANGED:
Venice & the modernity

What remains of the countryside of Venice? Loss of functions across the Lagoon
fishing

The socio-ecological consequences of modernity



THAT MOMENT WHEN EVERYTHING CHANGED:
Venice & the modernity

The socio-ecological consequences of modernity

What remains of the countryside of Venice? Loss of functions across the Lagoon
fish farming
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Agriculture

THAT MOMENT WHEN EVERYTHING CHANGED:
Venice & the modernity

The socio-ecological consequences of modernity

What remains of the countryside of Venice? Loss of functions across the Lagoon
agriculture
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PRESENCE & ABSENCE
ownership, stewardship and abandonment
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PRESENCE & ABSENCE
ownership, stewardship and abandonment
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PRESENCE & ABSENCE
ownership, stewardship and abandonment
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Institutional & regulatory frameworkInstitutional & regulatory framework
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 Institutional & regulatory infrastructures Institutional & regulatory infrastructures

Territorial plans

Wetland Contract for the Northern Lagoon - stewardship

VPRG - Amendment to the General Urban Plan for the Lagoon and Minor Islands - stewardship

PAT - Territorial Planning Framework of the municipality of Venice - abandonment

UNESCO management Plan - stewardship

PALAV - Plan for the Lagoon and Venetian Area - stewardship

PTCP - Provincial Territorial Coordination Plan - abandonment

PPRA - Regional Landscape Plan for the Area 'Adriatic Coastal Arch, Venice Lagoon, and Po Delta - stewardship

Master Plan 2000 - abandonment

PTRC - Regional Territorial Coordination Plan - abandonment
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PRESENCE & ABSENCE
ownership, stewardship and abandonment
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Islands, valli & casoni of the Northern Lagoon Porto Marghera & the different Lagoon’s borders Valli da pesca in the Southern Lagoon
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Agricultural, civil & industrial 
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Barene erosion 1970-2000

Barene erosion 1955-1970

Barene erosion 1930 1955
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Fishing, aquaculture
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Settlement, residential, economical activities
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PROBLEM STATEMENT

In the past, Venice, its Lagoon, and its islands formed a unified ecological, social, and 
economic system essential to the city’s survival, providing livelihoods and space for public 
functions. This interdependent system resulted in the Lagoon and islands being cared for 
and maintained as a vital resource. Today, however, with the advent of modernity and 

the loss of traditional functions, the Lagoon and islands no longer play the central role 
they once did in sustaining the city and are therefore no more seen as valuable, leading to 

a status of abandonment. This devaluation has facilitated the emergence of destructive 
practices, resulting in environmental degradation and socio-cultural erosion. In the ab-
sence of effective preservation and local stewardship, the Lagoon’s socio-ecological equi-
librium is at risk, requiring a new form of protection to restore its value and ensure its 

safeguarding.
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How can the institution of a legal entity as a new form of protection 
for the Venice Lagoon safeguard it from ongoing environmental de-
gradation and socio-cultural erosion by enabling new-old social 
and productive functions aligned with the rights of nature fra-

mework?
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THE VENETIAN MY INTERDISCIPLINARY EFFORT

Relationships of will

Living in the Lagoon is an act of resistance The Lagoon is our home
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Ethnographical portraits of the Venice Lagoon
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THE VENETIAN MY INTERDISCIPLINARY EFFORT

Ethnographical portraits of the Venice Lagoon

Cosetta (AgrisArte)
Categories: islanders, farmers, cultural/artistic associationism

Cosetta, deeply connected to the land of the Lagoon islands, was born in a farm in 
Mesole and, for love, moved to another farm in Sant’Erasmo. She is the founder of 
Agrisarte, an association dedicated to connecting environment, art and traditional 
peasant practices, with a particular focus on those related to the female dimension. 

Through gardening courses, home economics, traditional cooking recipes, as well as 
sewing, weaving, knitting and embroidery (even using ancient yarns), the association 
rediscovers, enhances, preserves and shares the historical and cultural heritage of the 

Venetian islands territory.
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Ethnographical portraits of the Venice Lagoon

No Grandi Navi
Categories: environmental activism, militant/social associationism

The Comitato No Grandi Navi is a civic movement advocating for the complete re-
moval of cruise ships from the Venetian Lagoon, framing the issue as one of ecological 
justice and collective responsibility. Formed as a coordination platform for associations 
engaged in Lagoon-scale environmental activism, the committee has since expanded 
its mission into a broader struggle for the protection and restoration of the Lagoon as 
a whole. It recognizes the Lagoon as a common good and vital ecological infrastructu-
re essential to Venice. The committee unites citizens, activistscand researchers through 
demonstrations, legal actions and public protests, calling for the cessation of cruise 

traffic to enable the Lagoon’s hydrodynamic and morphological recovery.
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RELATIONSHIPS OF WILL, and ACTION

Multimedia archive - Interviews
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RELATIONSHIPS OF WILL, and ACTION

SilvanoCategories: islander, farmer

Relationship of will: 

“My name is Silvano, I’ve lived in Sant’Erasmo since 
birth, I was born in 1951 in a rather unlikely way. 
Usually in those years people gave birth at home, but 
unfortunately in my case it didn’t happen because the 
birth was problematic in those days and they took my 
mother to the hospital in a four-oared sandolo and that’s 
how I was born, in a rather difficult way. They told me 
this and anyway, since I was born, I have lived here in 
Sant’Erasmo, I have lived here with my family... for 4 
generations... I’m happy here.”

Wish for the Future:

“The future... in my opinion the only perspective 
for the future of Sant’Erasmo can be to combine 
agriculture with tourism, because now there is also 
a hunger for green tourism. To be able to combine 
tourism with the green, with cultivation, but we 
also need structures here, because when tourists come 
to Sant’Erasmo, they should also find a suitable 
structure, even for sleeping, sleeping in a tent is a bit 
difficult, you can’t... For example, in Sant’Erasmo, if 
there was an agricamping, those who have caravans 
or campers can’t come to Sant’Erasmo because there 
is no ferry connection, so if there was, maybe it could 
be a possibility, because now there is a hunger for 
green, there is a hunger for... they say the “green”, I 
was born in the middle of the “green”, I am still in 
the “green”, but I don’t know, in short, a balance is 
needed.”

I Sapori di Sant’Erasmo 
farm

WISH: sustainable tourism
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experience

understanding of the 
problem field and context

literature review
- the countryside of Venice
- practices of care/degradation
- rights of nature

critical mapping
- ownership/stewardship/ 

abandonment status
- practices of degradation

“backwards backcasting”
- studying the past
- understanding the  present
- speculating on the future

documenting
- interviews
- photo/filming
- visual storytelling
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- surveying the roles of 

individuals and groups that 
engage with the Lagoon through 
art, associationism and 
traditional practices 
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To gain

interdisciplinary interaction
- engaging and collaborating 
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THE VENETIAN MY INTERDISCIPLINARY EFFORT

Tracing my interdisciplinary journey through the rights of nature discourse

broader European network of waters explo-
ring the rights of nature question, through 

the network of the 
Confluence of European Water Bodies

local context of the Venice Lagoon, within 
the community of people already thinking 
about how to translate the idea of Lagoon 

rights into tangible action

EUROPEAN SCALE LOCAL SCALE



THE VENETIAN MY INTERDISCIPLINARY EFFORT

Tracing my interdisciplinary journey through the rights of nature discourse

Sept. 13, 2024
First encounter with Legal Personho-
od concept introduced by my mentor 
Elena in our first meeting

Oct. 3–6, 2024
Confluence of European Water Bodies 
in Venice

Dec. 6, 2024
First meeting with Pietro Consolandi 
in Venice

Jan. 23, 2025
First Confluence of European Water 
Bodies monthly online meeting

Jan. 30, 2025
“Whose Ocean?” Assembly in The 
Hague

Jan. 31, 2025
In-person Confluence strategy mee-
ting at the Embassy of the North Sea 
in Amsterdam

Feb. 19, 2025
Confluence of European Water Bodies 
february online meeting

March 2025
Conversations with Pietro about the 
first Draft of the Charter of the Rights 
of the Venice Lagoon

April 7, 2025
Public Assembly in Venice: discussion 
of the draft of the Charter of the Ri-
ghts of the Venice Lagoon

April 16, 2025
Confluence of European Water Bodies 
april online meeting

April 2025
Revision phase with the working 
group on the draft Manifesto for the 
Rights of the Venice Lagoon

May 13, 2025
Presentation of the draft Manifesto 
for the Rights of the Venice Lagoon 
at the Venice Architecture Biennale 
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First assembly with 
local associations to 
introduce the topic 
of rights of nature

Drafting of an initial 
proposal for a Charts of 
Rights of the Lagoon by 
a legal expert

First assembly with citizens, associations, 
and invited guests from initiatives that 
have undertaken similar processes. 
Collection of initial feedback on the 
manifesto's content

Review and integration 
of the feedbacks within 
a smaller working group

VENICE LAGOON: a WATER BODY

An exploration of the possible path of the Venice Lagoon towards legal rights  

What could be the key steps needed to implement a legal entity for the Venice Lagoon?



Maggiori informazioni:
https://bit.ly/49D3hxw

Verso una Carta dei Diritti 
della Laguna

7 aprile 2025
2 PM CEST

Moderatori:
Pietro Consolandi
TBA21

Amalia Rossi
NICHE Research Fellow

Ca’ Bottacin, Aula B
Dorsoduro 3911, 
Calle Crosera, Venezia

Photo credits: Barena Bianca, 2022

Con la partecipazione di associazioni,
comitati e attivisti per la tutela degli
ecosistemi tra le Dolomiti e la Laguna
di Venezia, e con e gli interventi di: 

Alex Putzer 
NYU, Eco-Jurisprudence Monitor, IUCN
Member, NICHE Visiting Scholar

Silvia Bagni 
Professoressa Associata in Diritto
Comparato, Università di Bologna
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VENICE LAGOON: a WATER BODY

An exploration of the possible path of the Venice Lagoon towards legal rights  

What could be the key steps needed to implement a legal entity for the Venice Lagoon?



Meeting with experts 
from specific fields to 
bring in scientific 
inputs

Series of meetings with the 
public, local associations, 
and the working group 
formed during the previous 
assemblie

Finalization of the document

Beginning of the legal 
process
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VENICE LAGOON: a WATER BODY

An exploration of the possible path of the Venice Lagoon towards legal rights  

What could be the key steps needed to implement a legal entity for the Venice Lagoon?

upcoming: 26/06 !!
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VENICE LAGOON: a WATER BODY

An exploration of the possible path of the Venice Lagoon towards legal rights  

What could be the key steps needed to implement a legal entity for the Venice Lagoon?



VENICE LAGOON: a WATER BODY

An exploration of the possible path of the Venice Lagoon towards legal rights  

Introducing the Manifesto for the rights of the Venice Lagoon

The Manifesto is structured in six sections:

I.	 A preamble, which affirms the Lagoon’s hybrid identity as a co-created 
socio-ecological system and the need for new legal paradigms to safeguard 
its existence

II.	 The manifesto principles, a declaration of intent calling for recognition 
of the Lagoon as a subject of rights, grounded in the global movement for the 
rights of nature

III.	 An outline of the Lagoon’s multiple meanings, detailing its ecolo-
gical, cultural and legal complexity, and the limitations of current governan-
ce frameworks

IV.	 The rights of the Venice Lagoon, the core section which outlines eight 
proposed rights that reflect the Lagoon’s unique condition and needs

V.	 A proposal for a dynamic model of guardianship and represen-
tation to be able to speak for the Lagoon, inspired by existing examples such 
as the Mar Menor

VI.	 A roadmap for the future steps to implement the rights, including 
advocacy, legal reform and community engagement



VENICE LAGOON: a WATER BODY

An exploration of the possible path of the Venice Lagoon towards legal rights  

Introducing the Manifesto for the rights of the Venice Lagoon

The eight proposed rights

I.	 to legal personhood

II.	 to ecological and sociocultural integrity

III.	 to co-existence, co-evolution and co-creation

IV.	 to diversity of cohabitation

V.	 to healthy water cycles and flows

VI.	 to just and sustainable eco-social economy

VII.	 to participatory co-governance

VIII.	 to restoration, reparation and repair
 
form the heart of the Manifesto. 



VENICE LAGOON: a WATER BODY

From will & wishes to rights  

TO LEGAL PERSONHOOD

to ecological & 
sociocultural integrity

to co-existence,
co-evolution & co-creation

to diversity
of cohabitation

to healthy water
cycles and flows

to just & sustainable 
eco-social economy

to participatory 
co-governance

to restoration 
reparation & repair 

“a community capable of listening to the needs of the Lagoon” -M.

“preservation” -C.

“sustainable tourism” -S.

“adaptive design” -A.

“protection & regeneration” -P.

“subjectivity” -P.

“denfense of the commons” -L.

“new families, renewed island life, traditions & crafts” -C.

“living & inhabited environment in synergy with nature” -M.

“new uses” -L.

“different paradigm for landscape management” -L.

“ecological restoration” -M.

Rights Wishes
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The Venice Lagoon now holds legal rights.

But how does this manifest spatially?



RESEARCH QUESTIONS

How can the institution of a legal entity as a new 
form of protection for the Venice Lagoon safeguard 
it from ongoing environmental degradation and 
socio-cultural erosion by enabling new-old social 
and productive functions aligned with the rights 

of nature framework?

What new-old social and productive functions, aligned with the 
new rights of nature framework, can be (re)introduced into the 

islands and Lagoon fabric to restore its value and ensure long-term 
socio-ecological sustainability? 



WHAT FUNCTIONS ARE THERE NOW?

ARE THEY COMPATIBLE WITH THE NEW 
RIGHTS OF NATURE FRAMEWORK? 
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WHAT ARE THE ELEMENTS THAT COMPOSE THE LAGOON AS A 
LEGAL ENTITY?

Morphologies Human communitiesWater FloraFauna

Barene 
& Velme

Canali 
& Ghebi

Valli da 
Pesca

Gronda 
Lagunare & 

Lidi

Lagoon Bed 
& Benthic 
Substrates

Open 
Lagoon & 

Islands

Inlets & 
Tidal Flows

Sediments & 
Morphodynamic 

Processes

Citizens’ 
rights

HealthTraditional 
Practices

& Culture

Work &
Economic 
Activities

Access & Use 
of the Lagoon 

Space

Seagrass 
& Algae

Vegetation of 
Emerged & 

Transitional Areas

Barene’s 
Vegetation

Fish 
Species Avifauna Benthic & 

microbial 
communities

Salinity 
Balance Temperature

Chemical-
biological 

quality

Morphologies Human communitiesWater FloraFauna

Barene 
& Velme

Canali 
& Ghebi

Valli da 
Pesca

Gronda 
Lagunare & 

Lidi

Lagoon Bed 
& Benthic 
Substrates

Open 
Lagoon & 

Islands

Inlets & 
Tidal Flows

Sediments & 
Morphodynamic 

Processes

Citizens’ 
rights

HealthTraditional 
Practices

& Culture

Work &
Economic 
Activities

Access & Use 
of the Lagoon 

Space

Seagrass 
& Algae

Vegetation of 
Emerged & 

Transitional Areas

Barene’s 
Vegetation

Fish 
Species Avifauna Benthic & 

microbial 
communities

Salinity 
Balance Temperature

Chemical-
biological 

quality

Morphologies Human communitiesWater FloraFauna

Barene 
& Velme

Canali 
& Ghebi

Valli da 
Pesca

Gronda 
Lagunare & 

Lidi

Lagoon Bed 
& Benthic 
Substrates

Open 
Lagoon & 

Islands

Inlets & 
Tidal Flows

Sediments & 
Morphodynamic 

Processes

Citizens’ 
rights

HealthTraditional 
Practices

& Culture

Work &
Economic 
Activities

Access & Use 
of the Lagoon 

Space

Seagrass 
& Algae

Vegetation of 
Emerged & 

Transitional Areas

Barene’s 
Vegetation

Fish 
Species Avifauna Benthic & 

microbial 
communities

Salinity 
Balance Temperature

Chemical-
biological 

quality

Morphologies Human communitiesWater FloraFauna

Barene 
& Velme

Canali 
& Ghebi

Valli da 
Pesca

Gronda 
Lagunare & 

Lidi

Lagoon Bed 
& Benthic 
Substrates

Open 
Lagoon & 

Islands

Inlets & 
Tidal Flows

Sediments & 
Morphodynamic 

Processes

Citizens’ 
rights

HealthTraditional 
Practices

& Culture

Work &
Economic 
Activities

Access & Use 
of the Lagoon 

Space

Seagrass 
& Algae

Vegetation of 
Emerged & 

Transitional Areas

Barene’s 
Vegetation

Fish 
Species Avifauna Benthic & 

microbial 
communities

Salinity 
Balance Temperature

Chemical-
biological 

quality

Morphologies Human communitiesWater FloraFauna

Barene 
& Velme

Canali 
& Ghebi

Valli da 
Pesca

Gronda 
Lagunare & 

Lidi

Lagoon Bed 
& Benthic 
Substrates

Open 
Lagoon & 

Islands

Inlets & 
Tidal Flows

Sediments & 
Morphodynamic 

Processes

Citizens’ 
rights

HealthTraditional 
Practices

& Culture

Work &
Economic 
Activities

Access & Use 
of the Lagoon 

Space

Seagrass 
& Algae

Vegetation of 
Emerged & 

Transitional Areas

Barene’s 
Vegetation

Fish 
Species Avifauna Benthic & 

microbial 
communities

Salinity 
Balance Temperature

Chemical-
biological 

quality



km0
N

10

Morphologies Human communitiesWater FloraFauna

Barene 
& Velme

Canali 
& Ghebi

Valli da 
Pesca

Gronda 
Lagunare & 

Lidi

Lagoon Bed 
& Benthic 
Substrates

Open 
Lagoon & 

Islands

Inlets & 
Tidal Flows

Sediments & 
Morphodynamic 

Processes

Citizens’ 
rights

HealthTraditional 
Practices

& Culture

Work &
Economic 
Activities

Access & Use 
of the Lagoon 

Space

Seagrass 
& Algae

Vegetation of 
Emerged & 

Transitional Areas

Barene’s 
Vegetation

Fish 
Species Avifauna Benthic & 

microbial 
communities

Salinity 
Balance Temperature

Chemical-
biological 

quality

Morphologies

Sediments & Morphodynamic ProcessesSediments & Morphodynamic Processes

Tidal currents

Sediment texture

clay

sand
75%

75%

75%

50%

50% 50%

25%

25%

25%

silt

Morphologies



Water

km0
N

10

Morphologies Human communitiesWater FloraFauna

Barene 
& Velme

Canali 
& Ghebi

Valli da 
Pesca

Gronda 
Lagunare & 

Lidi

Lagoon Bed 
& Benthic 
Substrates

Open 
Lagoon & 

Islands

Inlets & 
Tidal Flows

Sediments & 
Morphodynamic 

Processes

Citizens’ 
rights

HealthTraditional 
Practices

& Culture

Work &
Economic 
Activities

Access & Use 
of the Lagoon 

Space

Seagrass 
& Algae

Vegetation of 
Emerged & 

Transitional Areas

Barene’s 
Vegetation

Fish 
Species Avifauna Benthic & 

microbial 
communities

Salinity 
Balance Temperature

Chemical-
biological 

quality

Chemical-biological qualityChemical-biological quality

Nutrients and pollutants concentration

Water

High - lower quality

Low - higher quality



Fauna

km0
N

10

AvifaunaAvifauna

Nesting sites

Bird density

0,03 - 0,53

0,53 - 1,1

1,1 - 2,56

2,56 - 10,12

10,12 - 55,53

Fauna

Morphologies Human communitiesWater FloraFauna

Barene 
& Velme

Canali 
& Ghebi

Valli da 
Pesca

Gronda 
Lagunare & 

Lidi

Lagoon Bed 
& Benthic 
Substrates

Open 
Lagoon & 

Islands

Inlets & 
Tidal Flows

Sediments & 
Morphodynamic 

Processes

Citizens’ 
rights

HealthTraditional 
Practices

& Culture

Work &
Economic 
Activities

Access & Use 
of the Lagoon 

Space

Seagrass 
& Algae

Vegetation of 
Emerged & 

Transitional Areas

Barene’s 
Vegetation

Fish 
Species Avifauna Benthic & 

microbial 
communities

Salinity 
Balance Temperature

Chemical-
biological 

quality



Flora

km0
N

10

Morphologies Human communitiesWater FloraFauna

Barene 
& Velme

Canali 
& Ghebi

Valli da 
Pesca

Gronda 
Lagunare & 

Lidi

Lagoon Bed 
& Benthic 
Substrates

Open 
Lagoon & 

Islands

Inlets & 
Tidal Flows

Sediments & 
Morphodynamic 

Processes

Citizens’ 
rights

HealthTraditional 
Practices

& Culture

Work &
Economic 
Activities

Access & Use 
of the Lagoon 

Space

Seagrass 
& Algae

Vegetation of 
Emerged & 

Transitional Areas

Barene’s 
Vegetation

Fish 
Species Avifauna Benthic & 

microbial 
communities

Salinity 
Balance Temperature

Chemical-
biological 

quality

Seagrass & AlgaeSeagrass & Algae

Seagrass (Zostera, Cymodocea)
and macroalgae biomass

Flora

0 % 

100 %



Human communities

km0
N

10

Morphologies Human communitiesWater FloraFauna

Barene 
& Velme

Canali 
& Ghebi

Valli da 
Pesca

Gronda 
Lagunare & 

Lidi

Lagoon Bed 
& Benthic 
Substrates

Open 
Lagoon & 

Islands

Inlets & 
Tidal Flows

Sediments & 
Morphodynamic 

Processes

Citizens’ 
rights

HealthTraditional 
Practices

& Culture

Work &
Economic 
Activities

Access & Use 
of the Lagoon 

Space

Seagrass 
& Algae

Vegetation of 
Emerged & 

Transitional Areas

Barene’s 
Vegetation

Fish 
Species Avifauna Benthic & 

microbial 
communities

Salinity 
Balance Temperature

Chemical-
biological 

quality

HealthHealth

Emissions (As, CO2, Cd, DCE-1,2, 

NH3, SOX, Zn, Cu, NOX, NO2, Ci)

Human communities



Morphologies Human communitiesWater FloraFauna

Barene 
& Velme

Canali 
& Ghebi

Valli da 
Pesca

Gronda 
Lagunare & 

Lidi

Lagoon Bed 
& Benthic 
Substrates

Open 
Lagoon & 

Islands

Inlets & 
Tidal Flows

Sediments & 
Morphodynamic 

Processes

Citizens’ 
rights

HealthTraditional 
Practices

& Culture

Work &
Economic 
Activities

Access & Use 
of the Lagoon 

Space

Seagrass 
& Algae

Vegetation of 
Emerged & 

Transitional Areas

Barene’s 
Vegetation

Fish 
Species Avifauna Benthic & 

microbial 
communities

Salinity 
Balance Temperature

Chemical-
biological 

quality

Port

Storage & distribution

Public navigation

Commercial shipping

Private navigation

Transport & logistics

Traditional & productive
activities

Food production

Craftsmanship
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Tourism

Markets

Service sector

Hospitality & dining

Retail
Commerce & trade

Shipbuilding & metallurgy

Energy production

Waste treatment

Petrochemical industry

thermo-electric power plants

oil refineries

Industry & energy

MATRIX OF COMPATIBILITY AND INCOMPATIBILITY

The matrix can be used as a tool to assess the compatibility of the different functions with the 
Lagoon as a legal entity. Based on the compatibility with the different entities that constitute the 
Lagoon, it is possible to determine which functions can remain, which need transformation, and 

which must be phased out



MATRIX OF COMPATIBILITY AND INCOMPATIBILITY: results
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DESIGN PRINCIPLES

Fishing & Acquaculture

Oil Refineries

Eco-Cultural Tourism

EXPAND

REPLACE

TRANSFORM

where

what

what

what

where

where

is known

both need to be redefined

needs to be defined

needs to be defined

is known

HOW CAN THE DESIGN OF THESE FUNCTIONS AND/OR THE SPACES THEY OCCUPY RESTORE VALUE TO THE LAGOON 
ENVIRONMENT, PROMPTING COMMUNITIES AND INSTITUTIONS TO CARE FOR IT ONCE AGAIN (FUNCTIONS = VALUE) 

AND TAKE ACTION TO COUNTER SOCIO-ECOLOGICAL DEGRADATION AND SOCIO-CULTURAL EROSION?



Fishing & Acquaculture

Oil Refineries

Eco-Cultural Tourism

where

what

what

what

where

where

Fishing & Acquaculture

Oil Refineries

Eco-Cultural Tourism

where

what

what

what

where

where

Fishing & Acquaculture

Oil Refineries

Eco-Cultural Tourism

where

what

what

what

where

where

DESIGN PRINCIPLES

DESIGN GOAL:

INTEGRATING A NEW ECONOMIC MODEL THAT REINVESTS VALUE IN THE VENICE LAGOON BY CREATING EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES AND FOSTERING INDEPENDENCE, OFFERS A SUSTAINABLE ALTERNATIVE TO EXTRACTIVE ECONOMIES 

THAT CONFLICT WITH THE IDEA OF THE LAGOON AS AN ENTITY WITH RIGHTS AND ENSURES THE PROTECTION OF THE 
LAGOON’S ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIO-CULTURAL DIMENSION.



Burano

Pellestrina

Chioggia

Fishing & Acquaculture

Eco-Cultural Tourism -> Fishing tourism 

Oil Refineries -> Processing & Market
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Burano

Pellestrina

Chioggia

Sant’ Angelo della Polvere
Laguna Sud fishing arch:

Batteria Campana o Podo

Batteria ex Poveglia

Batteria Fisolo

Batteria Tessera

Batteria Carbonera

Batteria San Marco o Buel del Lovo

Valle Pierimpiè

Valle Zappa

Valle Figheri

Valle Cornio

Valle Contarina-Tezze

Valle Averto

Valle Saccagnana

Valle Perini

Valle Dogà

Valle Lagonovo
Valle Sacchetta

Valle Paleazza

Valle La Cura

Valle Grassabò

Valle di Lio Maggiore

Valle delle Mesole

Valle Sant’Erasmo

Valle Musestre
Valle Falconera

Valle Cavallino
Valle Baseggia

Valle Deagojesolo
Laguna Nord fishing arch:

Fishing & Acquaculture

Fixed net fishing area
Clams farming
Calms nursey
Active valli da pesca (acquaculture)
Abandoned valli da pesca (acquaculture) - reactivate
Bilancioni (fishing lift nets)
Abandoned casoni da pesca (fishing huts) - reactivate
Active casoni da pesca (fishing huts)
Abandoned islands - facilities for fishing
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Batteria San Marco o Buel del Lovo Batteria Fisolo

25 m 25 m



Batteria San Marco o Buel del Lovo Batteria Fisolo
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Batteria Campalto visitor center

San Giorgio in Alga visitor center
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Eco-Cultural Tourism -> Fishing tourism 

Clams farming
Active valli da pesca (acquaculture)
Abandoned valli da pesca (acquaculture) - reactivate
Bilancioni (fishing lift nets)
Active casoni da pesca (fishing huts) - public 
Abandoned casoni da pesca (fishing huts) - reactivate
Active casoni da pesca (fishing huts) - private 
Point of access
Abandoned islands - visitors center
Turistic facilities - designed
Turistic facilities - existing
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Eco-Cultural Tourism -> Fishing tourism 



Campalto San Giorgio in Alga

50 m 25 m



Campalto San Giorgio in Alga

restrooms & 
showers

open-air forumvisitor center & 
exhibition pavilion
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red building café with terrace

display & learning 
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practices and tools
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Rialto Fish Market

Tronchetto Wholesale 
Fish Market

Ex Isola dei petroli

Oil Refineries -> Processing & Market

Isola dei Petroli - area of intervetion
Optional expansion area in the future (first)
Optional expansion area in the future (second)
Railway
Roads



Isola dei Petroli

125 m



Isola dei Petroli

soft shoreline

loading & unloading dock

passenger landing pier

repurposed tanks:
	- fish processing unit
	- cold storage & packaging
	- storage & maintenance
	- staff accommodation/changing rooms
	- offices &  logistics hub
	- training & demonstration space

ecological buffer & multi-use open zone
resource management zone:
	- solar panel & battery bank area
	- mini ecocenter for waste sorting
	- wastewater treatment module
	- rainwater cisterns

fishermen’s floating docks
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VENICE LAGOON: a WATER BODY



Legal rights for the 
Lagoon of Venice

New-old 
functions Value Presence/

Resistance

Socio-Ecological 
Equilibrium & 

Healthy Environment

CONCLUSIONS

How can the institution of a legal entity as a new form of protection for 
the Venice Lagoon safeguard it from ongoing environmental degradation 
and socio-cultural erosion by enabling new-old social and productive 

functions aligned with the rights of nature framework?
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Oil Refineries -> Processing & Market



CONCLUSIONS

Burano

Pellestrina

Chioggia

Fishing & Acquaculture

Eco-Cultural Tourism -> Fishing tourism 

Oil Refineries -> Processing & Market

1. Right to be 
Recognized and 
Represented as a Legal 
Person before the Law

2. Right to Ecological 
and Sociocultural 
Integrity

3. Right to Co-Exist, 
Co-Evolve, and Co-
Create

4. Right to Diversity 
of Cohabitation

5. Right to Flow 
and Maintenance of 
Healthy Water Cycles

6. Right to an 
Ecologically and 
Socially Just and 
Sustainable Economy

7. Right to 
Participatory Co-
Governance

8. Right to 
Restoration, 
Reparation, and Repair





CONCLUSIONS

Burano

Pellestrina

Chioggia

Fishing & Acquaculture

Eco-Cultural Tourism -> Fishing tourism 

Oil Refineries -> Processing & Market

TO LEGAL PERSONHOOD

to ecological & 
sociocultural integrity

to co-existence,
co-evolution & co-creation

to diversity
of cohabitation

to healthy water
cycles and flows

to just & sustainable 
eco-social economy

to participatory 
co-governance

to restoration 
reparation & repair 

“a community capable of listening to the needs of the Lagoon” -M.

“preservation” -C.

“sustainable tourism” -S.

“adaptive design” -A.

“protection & regeneration” -P.

“subjectivity” -P.

“denfense of the commons” -L.

“new families, renewed island life, traditions & crafts” -C.

“living & inhabited environment in synergy with nature” -M.

“new uses” -L.

“different paradigm for landscape management” -L.

“ecological restoration” -M.



TO LEGAL PERSONHOODVENICE LAGOON:
A SUBJECT OF RiGHTS 
AND WISHES

to just & sustainable eco-social economy

to co-existence, co-evolution & co-creation

to restoration reparation & repair “a community capable of 
listening to the needs of the 

Lagoon” -M.

“preservation” -C.

“sustainable 
tourism” -S.

“adaptive design” -A.

“protection & 
regeneration” -P.

“subjectivity” -P.

“denfense of the 
commons” -L.

“new families, 
renewed island life, 

traditions & crafts” -C.

“living & inhabited 
environment in synergy 

with nature” -M.

“new uses” -L.

to participatory co-governance

to healthy water cycles and flows

to diversity of cohabitation “different paradigm 
for landscape 

management” -L.

“ecological 
restoration” -M.

to ecological & sociocultural integrity



Pietro Fragiacomo, Calma in Laguna, c. 1900, oil on canvas, private collection Spiaggetta della Boschettona, Laguna Sud, february 2022, own photo

THANK YOU!


