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Maria van Kesteren
“Her oeuvre shows a beautiful image of one

consistent in-depth search for form that time and time 

again leads to objects of universal beauty ”
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“I don’t know where I would have been without the support of all the staff and people 

I met at Maggie’s. They have been the lifesaver.”

 - Visitor to Maggie’s, Lanarkshire
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Maggie CEnter
Maggies helps to pick up the thread of life again with 

or after cancer.

Maggie’s offers free practical, emotional and social 

support to people with cancer and their families and 

friends.
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The architecture placebo effect.

“A building is unable to cure 
disease but can suffice as a 
second therapy, a feedback 

therapy.” 
- Charles Jencks (the husband of Maggie)
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the architecture 
placebo effect. 

care for cancer patients through attention 
to architecture,
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For many people, a mourning period is an intense and difficult period in their 

lives. Loss gives many emotions, such as disbelief, sadness and anger. Grieving also 

costs a lot of energy. Talking to a good friend or family often helps well.

 -Thuisarts
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Zalencentrum van limmikhof
-

mourning group for students

Mourning care

cafe de buren
-

Nabestaandencafe
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mourning care

the architecture placebo effect

discussability of death

graduation subject 
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content of the presentation:

the research

the design 

research results
Architectural elements
Location
Program 

Program 
Location
architectural principles
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How can an architect implement the interactions between the di-
mensions social, time and space in a design that supports

with loss as learning to live with loss?
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Petra

Funeral director

Maarten

Financial 
advisor 

Esmee

Mourning
mentor

Jose

Private 
nurse

Michael

Architect

Mariek

Mourning
mentor at
Zanderover

Jeanine

Mourning
mentor at
Zanderover

Interviews
employed in mourning care
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Petra

“People love large windows with a view of a 
flowerbed, nature, the horzion”
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Jeanine

“Pay close attention to the acoustics, emotion 
does still the voice ”
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Abdij Roosenberg  -
Dom Hans van der Laan 

Crematorium 
Statie Stuifduin -
a2o Architecten

Cemetery
Zuiderhof - Dudok

Case studies
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Stuifduin

“Natural light shows you the way”
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Inviting Transitions

Architectural elementsValues

Clear Repetition

Freedom of 
choice

Orientation

Homely Temptation

Conclusie
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Transitions
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ORIENTATIon
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Repetition
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temptation
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the location

accessibility nature
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the PRogram

Restaurant

Entrance Library

Counseling 
rooms

Massage

Meditation

Sports

Atelier

Garden

Music

Kitchen

Living

Common rooms Silence rooms Active rooms

Auditorium
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the nabestaandenhuis offers practical, emotional and social 
support to relatives and their family and friends.
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Program
Location
architectural principles

the design
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Het PRogram

Restaurant

Entrance

Exhebition

Library

Counseling rooms Massage

Meditation

Sports

Atelier

Music

Kitchen

Public Therapy Sports Exhebition

Living

Auditorium
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First design

Entrance

Exhebition

Exhebition

water feature:
emphasize natural elements

atrium:
From public to private

overview:
reflection

Height differences:
from public to private

forecourt:
Enter or not enter?
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Location

> Accessibility
> Nature
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accessibility
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Nature
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Principles I transitions

transitionsI repetition I Orientation I temptation

Sunk in the landscape Height differences Bufferzones
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Section AA’

Sunk in the landscape
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Height differences

Section C-C’      1:200

Section CC’
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Plattegrond Entree 0     1:200

toren +1 toren +2 toren +3 toren +4 toren +5

C

C’

height differences
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the entrance
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Plattegrond Entree 0     1:200

toren +1 toren +2 toren +3 toren +4 toren +5

C

C’

Shock

the curve of Kübler-Ross 

Denial

Rage

Realization

Acceptance
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schock
-Liesbeth Piena
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Bufferzones

de koer
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principle I repetition

3600
Grid of 1200 to 1200
- Floorplan
- construction
- facade

transitions I Repetition I Orientation I temptation
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Plattegrond -1     1:100

B’
B

A

A’

level -1
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1200

3600 3600 3600 3600 3600 3600 3600 3600 3600 3600 3600 3600 3600 3600 3600 3600

2400
7200

2400
7200

2400
10800

2400
12000

constructie plattegrond   1:200construction floorplan
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Section left    1:20

D1

D2

D3

section detail
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facade koer East 1:200
Gevel koer oost    1:100
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repetition 

Entrance scheveningsebosjes
ary van der spuyweg

Entrance scheveningsebosjes
Scheveningseweg

Entrance scheveningsebosjes
het nabestaandenhuis

principles I orientatie



49|57

principles I orientatie

transitions I Repetition I Orientation I temptation

Orientation to the outside Orientation to the Koer Orientation to the innergarden
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Orientation to the outside

restaurant
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waterfeature
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music room

orientation to the koer

foto 1:50 maquette
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orientatie to the innergarden

Innergarden
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principles I temptation

transitions I Repetition I Orientation I temptation
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natural light I Position of the doors



The end 


