
“We forget it was a brutal anti-imperialist war 
because we see it through the eyes, in some ways, 
of the colonizer, who naturally wishes this 
forgetting. Like the colonizer, we judge ourselves 
by the effects of colonization, instead of by the 
actual violence of its presence. In this way, we 
erase the colonizer’s actions — this erasure of 
course being very helpful for him. We retain the 
imperialist’s structuring imagination. So we 
judge ourselves by this weak, oligarchic state 
greased by corruption — the state produced by 
history, symptom of imperialism’s effects.”

- Gina Apostol (2018)





Carta Hydrographica y Chorographica de las Islas Filipinas

The Murillo Velarde Map (1734)

Who are we?

The Philippines

















The Social-Ecological Continuum

Guardians of the Philippine Ecosphere

The Guardians (2020)
© Gab Mejia, with permission



Filipinos acknowledge that visible and invisible forces surround
them in nature and on whom they depend for their well-being or
misfortune. They belong to an endless maintenance of
balance through a process of give and take.

(Debelke, 1928; Vicerra and Javier, 2013) 

Pre-Colonial Filipino Cosmology 

The Social-Ecological Continuum

Guardians of the Philippine Ecosphere



The Social-Ecological Continuum

The Pre-Colonial Filipino Transpersonal Worldview





“It’s More Fun In the Philippines”

The Philippines on the Planetary Stage
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Identities



What shall become of us?

Identities

Kalinga Tribal Leader and Oldest Tattoo Artist, Whang-Od, Inking a Tourist in Tinglayen, Kalinga, Luzon, Philippines
by the author (2015)
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What shall become of us?

Resources

Agusanon-Manobo Sitio Leader Unloading Catch for the Day, Sitio Panlabuhan, Agusan Marsh, Agusan del Sur, Mindanao, Philippines
by Gab Mejia (2019)
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What shall become of us?

Risks

Havoc Wreaked by Typhoon Yolanda in Tacloban City, Leyte, Visayas, Philippines
by Erik de Castro (2013) via Reuters



How are they all taken care of?
Archipelagic Multiplicities
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How are they all taken care of?
Lines of Inquiry

TOPOS

alteration



How are they all taken care of?
Lines of Inquiry

TOPOS

limit



The Center of the Philippine Ecosphere
The Capital



The Neo-Colonial Image 
The New Climate Regime

“Exotic.
Exhausted.
Helpless.”



The Center of the Philippine Ecosphere
A Neo-Colonial State in the 
New Climate Regime



Spine of the Philippine Ecosphere
The River as the Main Veins
of a Scattered Nation



The River Interface
The River as the Main Veins
Encountering the Philippine
Ecosphere



The River Interface
The Struggle is in the River



The River Interface
The Unit



Spine of the Philippine Ecosphere
The River as the Main Veins
of a Scattered Nation



Spine of the Philippine Ecosphere
Potential River Interfaces
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The River Interface
The Unit



river basin tributaries

ancestral domain delineation

critical watershed

The River Interface
The Unit



river basin tributaries

ancestral domain delineation

critical watershed

The River Interface
The Unit
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The River Interface
The Counterposition



The River Interface
The Projection



Research Question





What more can we become?

The Path to Clearance



Transition Design (Irwin, 2015) 

Methodological Framework

The Three Phases of Transitional Design Process



Theoretical Underpinnings

Conceptual Framework
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The Path to Clearance

Conceptual Design Approach Framework



The Path to Clearance

Conceptual Design Approach Framework



Transitional Design

Research Aim



Hypothesis

Multi-scalar River Interface Integration



Hypothesis

Continuum Restoration







A River Interface Narrative
An Intimate Analytical Tool

Diagram of Art-Urban Space-Ancestral Domain-Territory

© Land and Neighborhood Zine (2023)



A River Interface Narrative
The Agta (Dumagat-Remontado)
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A River Interface Narrative
The Agta (Dumagat-Remontado)



A River Interface Narrative
The Pattern of Values 
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The Mouth
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A Transitional Planning Model
Current Memory Systems at
The River Interface 01



A Transitional Planning Model
Scales of Intervention
Spatial

MICRO

MESO

MACRO



A Transitional Planning Model
Scales of Intervention
Temporal

Future 2100: 2.70 deg Increase in Annual Temperature; 3.0m RSL

Future 2070: 1.8 deg Increase in Annual Temperature; 2.0m RSL

Future 2040: 1.5 deg Increase in Global Mean Temperature

THE TEMPORAL SCALE
FOR COLLECTIVE FUTURES
OVER THE RIVER INTERFACE



A Transitional Planning Model
The Source at 2040

CONSEQUENCES OVER
SYSTEMIC SECTION
OF THE SOURCE - 2040



A Transitional Planning Model
The Source at 2040

FROM DEPLETION + STATICS
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FUTURE NOSTALGIA
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LOCAL ADAPTIVE PRACTICES
OVER THE SITIO SCALE

FUTURE NOSTALGIA
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A Transitional Planning Model
The Confluence at 2070

CONSEQUENCES OVER
SYSTEMIC SECTION
OF THE CONFLUENCE - 2070
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FUTURE NOSTALGIA
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A Transitional Planning Model
The Mouth at 2100

MEMORY SYSTEM
OBJECTIVES

FUTURE NOSTALGIA



A Transitional Planning Model
The Mouth at 2100

LOCAL ADAPTIVE PRACTICES
OVER THE SITIO/PUROK SCALE

FUTURE NOSTALGIA
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The Mouth at 2100

CYCLIC CHOREOGRAPHY

FUTURE NOSTALGIA

2040
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FUTURE NOSTALGIA
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ACCOMMODATION

FUTURE NOSTALGIA



A Transitional Planning Model
Towards a Pluriversal,
Collaborative, and Adaptive
Governance of the River
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A Transitional Planning Model
Stakeholders within 
The River Interface



A Transitional Planning Model
Constellation of Stakeholders,
Values, and Dynamics Processes
In the River Interface



A Transitional Planning Model
A Transitional Co-Management
Regime with the 
River Interface Commons



A Transitional Planning Model
Cyclic Choreography 
Operability



A Transitional Planning Model
The Evolutionary Roles of 
Caretaking in the 
River Interface
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A Transitional Planning Model
Pathway Convergence 
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A Transitional Planning Model
Renewed Memory Systems at
The River Interface 01



Conclusion
New Dimensions for 
River Interface Planning
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Continuum as Clearance



restoring the social-ecological continuum in 
the Philippine Archipelago

P5 - Transitional Territories  |  TU Delft  |  June 2023
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