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Cor Wagenaar 

(Brinckmann 1908). Instead of trying to enhance housing thtough design, they did so with what 

had already proven to be a powerful tool: building codes. Justified by the need to improve the city's 

hygienic conditions, these codes defined the typologies of housing blocks and their "envelope," 

allowing urbanists to use them to define streets and squares. Around 1900, German cities began to 

experiment with what became known as "Bauberatung": they prescribed the design of facades, lim­

iting the role of private builders to the general layout and floor plans, and to the sides of a building 

that could not be seen from the street. 

Urbanism, Housing, and Politics 

World War I and its aftermath gave governments a strong new incentive to pour money into social 

housing. When the working classes in Russia overthrew the traditional ruling classes and embarked 

upon the road to socialism, fear of a similar outcome drove governments to appease the masses of the 

urban poor to prevent them from following the Soviet example. Although the wave of revolutions 

that swept across Europe soon subsided, many countries kept investing in public housing. Austria 

and the Netherlands were particularly active in this field (Figure 29.3). 

In the Netherlands, two competing visions evolved. The exuberant expressionism of the 

Amsterdam School resulted in fairly traditional urban blocks. What made them unique was heav­

ily decorated, sculptural brickwork, pierced with the elaborate woodwork of window frames and 

doors at the facades facing the streets (Bock 1983). Its plainer counterpart was particularly popular in 

Rotterdam. Here, the municipal housing department favored a sober, repetitive style first epitomized 

by the factory-like brick blocks by J. J. P. Oud built in Spangen, then by the abstract, white settle­

ments of the Hoek van Holland and the Kiefhoek projects (Taverne, Wagenaar, and de Vletter 2001). 

Figure 29.3 Project for working-class housing in Hilversum, 1916. W. M. Dudok used housing as a tool for 
urban aesthetics, a strategy made possible by the Public Housing Law of 1901. 

Source: personal archive, Cor Wagenaar. 
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