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Studio BRICOLAGE

an act of production and reuse, of investigation of the 
surrounding ecology as it is found, followed by the process of 
selection and of borrowing from the material culture to make 
something that serves a purpose.
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In Robinson Crosoe’s Shoes
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The Bricoleur’s Toolset
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A collection of people from Nijmegen, 
including their stories and hopes, 
personal landmarks, and collective 
memory.
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Collection of immaterial and material elements or aspects of Nijmegen 
and the Molenpoort that we find beautiful and of value

10

11

12 

11 Stairs in front of the Gemeente building

12 Korenmarkt

Urban elements that are not necessarily designed for people to sit 
on them, provide unexpected settings for public life to unfold. Be 
it stairs, terraced landscapes or short walls, people will use them 
as meeting points, places to rest, or even play.

10 Loggia of St. Petrus Canisiuskerk15Informal urban furniture

Steps, slopes, terraces and level changes in general, are 
characteristic of the unique morphology of Nijmegen. Compared 
to the flatness of the rest of the Netherlands, this city’s conformation 
provides opportunities to explore the theme of heights in the 
urban fabric.

13 

14 Grotestraat

14

15 Stevenskerk

15

13 Benedenstad17Level changes

The Molenpoort shopping centre is seen of value in a structural 
and materials sense. The structure offers an open and flexible 
plan with opportunities for adaptive reuse of the building. Some 
of the secondary elements and materials - such as steel structures 
and glass windows - may be valuable and possible to reuse too.

26

27, 28 Groundfloor structure

28

27

26 Roof structure29Structure

Catalogue 
of Beauty
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An attempt to find material and 
immaterial value in the city of Nijmegen 
and its characteristic traits, and within 
the specific site of the Molenpoort 
shopping mall.
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Catalogue 
of socio-spatial practices
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Meeting

Molenpoort Plan
Ethnographic Observations

Teenagers
Meeting
14:00

Woman
Texting
12:00

Meeting

Molenpoort Delivery Bay
Teenagers hanging out

Scene Analysed
Climate, Temporality, Material Culture, Behaviour

Temp: 13 °C

Wind: 4 km/h

am pm

15: 00 21/09/20

Time Date

Climate

Metal Railing
Shelter

Flow of Movement

Back of house 
services

Concrete Steps 
Privacy 

Opposite
Social Housing 

Brick Wall
Visual Barrier

Brick wall

Non-fixed element

Non-fixed element

Meeting

roof

wall

stairs

wheely bin

backpack

shelter and protection from the elements
fixed element

visual barrier, place to hide
fixed element

provide a sunken seating or an elevated platform
fixed element

indicates back of house area
semi-fixed element

to carry things, placed on the floor
non-fixed element Architectural Elements Analysed

Shelter, Lowered Height, Platform, Backspace

fixed bins

bike

for residential use
fixed element

belonging to the young people, 
placed as a barrier
non-fixed element

Meeting

Explores the cultural gestures that 
describe human interaction with the 
urban fabric and its effects on it, touching 
on affordance, appropriation, conflicts 
and temporality.
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Inventory 
Material analysis of the Molenpoort
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WINDOW TYPES

IW_1_01 25

Repeating times:Category

IW_1_02 2

IW_1_03 6

IW_1_04 6

IW_1_05_b 1

IW_1_06 1

Additional comments

blue colour

grey colour

IW_1_07 1

WD_1_01 1

IW_1_08 3

IW_1_09 2

IW_1_10 1

IW_1_11 4

IW_0_15 4

IW_0_16 2

WD_0_04 2

WD_0_05 11

IW_1_12 2

IW_1_13 2

IW_1_14 2

WD_1_02 2

WD_0_06 2

WD_1_03 2

IW_0_17 19

IW_0_18 6

WINDOW/DOOR TYPES
Repeating times:Category Additional comments

DOOR TYPES

D_1_01 1

Repeating times:Category Additional comments

IW_0_19 1

IW_0_20 2

IW_0_21 1

IW_0_22 1

WD_0_07 2

IW_0_23 4

IW_0_24 3

IW_0_25 2

IW_0_26 2

IW_0_27 2

IW_0_28 2

IW_0_29 1

IW_0_30 3

IW_0_31 2

IW_0_32 1

IW_0_33 5

IW_0_34 3

IW_0_35 3

IW_0_36 1

IW_0_37 1

IW_0_38 2

IW_0_39 2

IW_0_40 1

IW_0_41 6

IW_0_42 1

IW_0_43 1

IW_0_44 1

IW_0_45 1

IW_0_46 1

D_0_02 1

D_0_03 1

D_0_04 1

D_0_05 1

D_0_06 1

D_0_07 1

WD_0_08 3

WD_0_09 2

WD_0_10 1

WD_0_11 1

WD_0_12 1

D_0_08 1

1

WD_0_14 1

WD_0_15 1

SHOP FRAME TYPES

SF_0_01 1

Repeating times:Category

SF_0_02 2

SF_0_03 1

SF_0_04 5

SF_0_05 1

IW_0_47 1

SF_0_06 1

SF_0_07 1

SF_0_08 2

SF_0_09 2

SF_0_10 1

SF_0_11 1

SF_0_12 1

SF_0_13 1

IW_1_06_g 6

IW_1_01_b 4

IW_0_17_b 1
blue colour

WD_0_1
3_b blue 
colour
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Window Doors

WD.01.03
Door 
 
count: 2

Elevation

WINDOW TYPES

IW_1_01 25

Repeating times:Category

IW_1_02 2

IW_1_03 6

IW_1_04 6

IW_1_05_b 1

IW_1_06 1

Additional comments

blue colour

grey colour

IW_1_07 1

WD_1_01 1

IW_1_08 3

IW_1_09 2

IW_1_10 1

IW_1_11 4

IW_0_15 4

IW_0_16 2

WD_0_04 2

WD_0_05 11

IW_1_12 2

IW_1_13 2

IW_1_14 2

WD_1_02 2

WD_0_06 2

WD_1_03 2

IW_0_17 19

IW_0_18 6

WINDOW/DOOR TYPES
Repeating times:Category Additional comments

DOOR TYPES

D_1_01 1

Repeating times:Category Additional comments

IW_0_19 1

IW_0_20 2

IW_0_21 1

IW_0_22 1

WD_0_07 2

IW_0_23 4

IW_0_24 3

IW_0_25 2

IW_0_26 2

IW_0_27 2

IW_0_28 2

IW_0_29 1

IW_0_30 3

IW_0_31 2

IW_0_32 1

IW_0_33 5

IW_0_34 3

IW_0_35 3

IW_0_36 1

IW_0_37 1

IW_0_38 2

IW_0_39 2

IW_0_40 1

IW_0_41 6

IW_0_42 1

IW_0_43 1

IW_0_44 1

IW_0_45 1

IW_0_46 1

D_0_02 1

D_0_03 1

D_0_04 1

D_0_05 1

D_0_06 1

D_0_07 1

WD_0_08 3

WD_0_09 2

WD_0_10 1

WD_0_11 1

WD_0_12 1

D_0_08 1

1

WD_0_14 1

WD_0_15 1

SHOP FRAME TYPES

SF_0_01 1

Repeating times:Category

SF_0_02 2

SF_0_03 1

SF_0_04 5

SF_0_05 1

IW_0_47 1

SF_0_06 1

SF_0_07 1

SF_0_08 2

SF_0_09 2

SF_0_10 1

SF_0_11 1

SF_0_12 1

SF_0_13 1

IW_1_06_g 6

IW_1_01_b 4

IW_0_17_b 1
blue colour

WD_0_1
3_b blue 
colour
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Lists the material culture of the shopping 
mall thorough a selection of what pieces 
could be reused.
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Building the Relationship with the City
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The City as a Stage Set
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A City is made of its Tangible and Intangible soul
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What do they do?
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Through the Eyes of the Architecturally Untrained.

Disposable Camera photos by Eric and Henry.
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AWARENESS

INTERNALISATION

DESIGN

APPRECIATION

CATALOGUING
drawing, tracing, photographing, transcription, interviewing, exploding, fragmenting

BRICOLAGE
what is at hand?

OBSERVINGLISTENING



Jasmine Montina - A Community Art Centre for Nijmegen -        of  11715

Nijmegen

historic town center

Station

Waal

N
The Site. Molenpoort Shopping Centre in Nijmegen.
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??

?

A Blind Spot within the Heart of the City.
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The Molenpoort. From the Problem to the Solution.
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The Molenpoort shopping centre is seen of value in a structural 
and materials sense. The structure offers an open and flexible 
plan with opportunities for adaptive reuse of the building. Some 
of the secondary elements and materials - such as steel structures 
and glass windows - may be valuable and possible to reuse too.

26

27, 28 Groundfloor structure

28

27

26 Roof structure29Structure
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The Structure and Materiality as a Resource.
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1972 - The Molenpoort being Built.
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N
Central Nijmegen’s Urban Patterns.



Jasmine Montina - A Community Art Centre for Nijmegen -        of  11722

N
Reflecting the City’s Morphology.
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A Hard Shoulder to the City - the Current Edges
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Focal centre

View from M
arienburgh

Church as beacon
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Better outlook for council h
ousing

Con
tin

ua
tio

n o
f r

ece
sse

s o
n s

tre
et 

lin
e

Focal centre

View from M
arienburgh

Create an opening for coffeeshops

Church as beacon



Jasmine Montina - A Community Art Centre for Nijmegen -        of  11728
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Focal centre
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View from M
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Church as beacon
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Opening the Edges.
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Oasis of Privacy and Collectivity.
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Connection to the Diverse Neighbourhood.
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+26.60 m

+28.295 m

+29.12 m

+29.375 m

+28.50 m

Demoltion Plan.
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Existing Plan.
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Drawing the Grid.
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+28.50 m

+28.50 m
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+26.60 m
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+28.50 m

+28.50 m

+28.50 m
+26.60 m

+28.49 m

+28.45 m

+28.92 m

+27.50 m

N
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SENW

0 10 50 m

SENW

0 10 50 m

0 10 50 m

NESW

Vlaamsegas

Molenstraat

Ziekerstraat

Tweede Waalstraat
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1
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16
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2

2
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4

5
5

7
15 6

3

Programme

1. Ruins Yard
2. Student Housing
3. Stage
4. Library
5. Learning Centre
6. Dining Room
7. Community Centre
8. Ruins Garden
9. Café
10. Co-Housing

11. Kindergarden
12. Playground
13. Smoking Garden
14. Retained Storage and 
Coffeeshops
15. Community Hall
16. Music Centre
17. Watchtower
18. Co-Housing Greenhouse
19. Art Centre
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24H BLOCK

24h Urban Block.
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N

1. Ruins Yard
2. Music Shop
3. Staff Offices
4. Art Centre
5.Music Centre
6. Co-Housing Rooftop & Greenhouse
7. Cafè & Community Hall
7. Watchtower

1

2

3

4

5

8

6

7

Molen
stra

at

The particular topography of Nijmegen offers many beautiful 
views across the city and the natural landscape from the highest 
points of the hills. In the city of today, this natural advantage has 
been recreated in the many accessible roofs and higher buildings 
from which the cityscape and skyline of Nijmegen are visible. 

33 Hunnerpark

32 Parking rooftop in Mariënburg33Looking out at

Looking into a building, be it a house, a shop, a laboratory, and 
satisfying the curiosity of the eye, is something that is usually 
allowed by glass vitrines. By exposing a process, produce 
atmosphere, the sense of vision (and enticement) is stimulated.

36

37

36, 37 Looking through vitrines37Looking into
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Understanding of the Building.
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Providing Solutions.
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1. Ruins Yard
2. Music Shop
3. Deliveries
4. Staff Entrance
5. Breakout Area
6. Art Workshops
7. Meeting Room
8. Plant Room

9. Storage 
10. Exhibition Space/Lounge
11. Recording Studio 
12. Kitchen
13. Performance Hall
14. Café
15. Reception Office
16. Community Hall
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The Entrance - Point of Tension - New and Existing
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Existing
New

332

2
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9
1. Staff Offices
2. Art Workshops
3. Breakout Area
4. Storage
5. Photography Studio
6. Mezzanine
7. Stair to Watchtower

First Floor Plan

1
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Raw State of the Molenpoort.
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RAW STATE OF MOLENPOORT
PHOTOS!!!

Traces of its Life as a Shopping Mall.
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CAT OF BEAUTY

Art Workshops



Jasmine Montina - A Community Art Centre for Nijmegen -        of  11750

Art Centre Circulation Space
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Existing
New

1. Staff Offices
2. Co/Housing Greenhouse
3. Skylights
4. Solar Chimney
5. Collective Study

2

3

4

5

Second Floor Plan

1
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1. Staff Offices
2. Lecture Room
3. Individual Study
4. Office

1

2
3

4

Third Floor Plan
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0 2 10

N

Existing
New1. Group Music Room

2. Music Room

1
2 2

2

Fourth & Fifth Floor Plan
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Music Room
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N

0 2 10

1. Watchtower
2. Mechanical Room

Roof Plan

Existing
New
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Watchtower - The Roof
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Scene Analysed
Climate, Temporality, Material Culture, Behaviour

Temp: 8 °C

Wind: 10 km/h

am pm

16 : 40 4/12/20

Time Date

Climate

Trees provide shading,
protection and dappled
lighting

View over Nijmegen
Vantage point to reflect

Solitary bench provides
affordance to sit and admire
the view of Nijmegen

Surrounding foliage provides
a connection to nature

Railing and wall 
create a buffer zone
of protection and shelter

SittingSitting

Valkhof Park Plan
Ethnographic Observations

Sitting

Valkhof Park
Man sitting on bench admiring the view

Couple
Sitting
16:00

Man
Sitting
16:00

Man
Sorting
16:30

Needing Privacy Within the Public
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0 2 10

DemolishedWrappedNew

Elevations
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In Conversation with the Publicness of Molenstraat
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Providing a Backdrop to the Ruins Garden
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Watchtower

Molenstraatkerk St StevenskerkPlein 44

The Watchtower’s Place within the City
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The Traces of the Molenpoort in the New
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N
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Glulam column & beam frame 

Circulation core

Fire-rated structural wall for stair support

Structural Diagram of the Music School
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Intervention / Circulation as Infrastructure
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Intervention / Circulation as Infrastructure
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Chimney activated 
mechanically

Mech. room

14° winter solstice

14° winter solstice

Winter Climate Diagram
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Summer Climate Diagram
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Mechanical Ventilation with Heat Recovery System

M
ec

h.
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Drainage System at Watchtower Level
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Fourth&Fifth Floor Plan

E
le

va
tio

n

Se
ct

io
n

In
te

rn
al 

Se
ct

io
na

l E
le

va
tio

n

Ground Floor Plan

in

in

out

out

W
at

ch
to

we
r

M
us

ic 
Sc

ho
ol

C
om

m
un

ity
 H

all



Jasmine Montina - A Community Art Centre for Nijmegen -        of  11773

FSH 

10 FSH 

10

90

FSH 

10 FSH 

10

90

90

FSH 

10

90

FSH 

10

FSH 

10 FSH 

10

90

FSH 

10 FSH 

10

90

90

FSH 

10

90

FSH 

10

FSH 

10 FSH 

10

90

FSH 

10 FSH 

10

90

90

FSH 

10

90

FSH 

10

FSH 

10 FSH 

10

90

FSH 

10 FSH 

10

90

90

FSH 

10

90

FSH 

10

FSH 

10 FSH 

10

90

FSH 

10 FSH 

10

90

90

FSH 

10

90

FSH 

10

FSH 

10 FSH 

10

90

FSH 

10 FSH 

10

90

90

FSH 

10

90

FSH 

10

FSH 

10 FSH 

10

90

FSH 

10 FSH 

10

90

90

FSH 

10

90

FSH 

10

FSH 

10 FSH 

10

90

FSH 

10 FSH 

10

90

90

FSH 

10

90

FSH 

10

FSH 

10 FSH 

10

90

FSH 

10 FSH 

10

90

90

FSH 

10

90

FSH 

10

FSH 

10 FSH 

10

90

FSH 

10 FSH 

10

90

90

FSH 

10

90

FSH 

10

FSH 

10 FSH 

10

90

FSH 

10 FSH 

10

90

90

FSH 

10

90

FSH 

10

FSH 

10 FSH 

10

90

FSH 

10 FSH 

10

90

90

FSH 

10

90

FSH 

10

D
ET

A
IL

 A
D

ET
A

IL
 B

D
ET

A
IL

 C

D
ET

A
IL

 D



Jasmine Montina - A Community Art Centre for Nijmegen -        of  11774

15

20

16

19

23

24

4

5
6

7

8

9

10
11
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13

14

3

DETAIL A - watchtower parapet DETAIL B - music room window base and ceiling
0cm 5 2010
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24

30

36

29

31

34

35

37

38

32

33

0cm 10 50

DETAIL D - curtain wall base and foundation

25

26

22

20

0cm 5 2010

DETAIL C - facade and structural system
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Heterogeneity in the Internal Material Composition
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Portals
existing blockwork wall aided by reused steel beam

Art Centre Corridor
reused shop frames
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Art Workshops

Juxtapositioning of Old and New

Main Entrance
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Music RoomCommunity Hall

Moving to the Warmth of the New
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Ruins Yard
bench with reclaimed timber and bricks

Ruins Yard
reclaimed crushed brick flowerbed
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“(bricolage as ethics) of the architect attentive to the nuances
of human occupation and its effects on the fabric of buildings.” 

Never Modern, Irenée Scalbert
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Scene Analysed
Climate, Temporality, Material Culture, Behaviour

Temp: 13 °C

Wind: 4 km/h

am pm

15: 00 21/09/20

Time Date

Climate

Metal Railing
Shelter

Flow of Movement

Back of house 
services

Concrete Steps 
Privacy 

Opposite
Social Housing 

Brick Wall
Visual Barrier

Brick wall

Non-fixed element

Non-fixed element

Meeting
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roof

wall

stairs

wheely bin

backpack

shelter and protection from the elements
fixed element

visual barrier, place to hide
fixed element

provide a sunken seating or an elevated platform
fixed element

indicates back of house area
semi-fixed element

to carry things, placed on the floor
non-fixed element Architectural Elements Analysed

Shelter, Lowered Height, Platform, Backspace

fixed bins

bike

for residential use
fixed element

belonging to the young people, 
placed as a barrier
non-fixed element

Meeting
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The Ruins Yard
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BRICOLAGE

SOCIETY TYPOLOGIES

PIECES

ASSEMBLAGE

FUNCTIONS

ACTIONS ACTIONS

Bricolage as a Complex Concept
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Vedute Model Repurposed

Awareness and Appreciation - Looking at the Everyday with New Eyes
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