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a public building
in the center of Rotterdam
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a response to monumental surroundings
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Post office
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a response to the stadstimmerhuis
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Speeding cars separate Binnerotte 
from surrounding plinth facilities

Street is a vivid main route for cars, 
cyclists and pedestrians and shoppers 

Parked and driving cars hinder 
streetcrossing, seperating the 

Hoogstraat is a main connection, but 
only used by pedestrians (during day) 

Convenient route to other side square

Elevation and infrastructure separate 
the square from its surroundings

Neighbouring streets lead the 
pedestrians around the square 

Pavillions and overpasses divide the 
street into smaller  ‘squares’

Large scale of buildings, trees and 
street give a monumental character

Wide unused sidestreets break the 

? ??

Almost square dimensions and 
continuous blocks provide enclosure  

 The large scale of the site and little 
program make the space monotonous 

Low functional intensity because of 
 distances between entrances

terraces create a small scale place

Prop
ort

ion

Acc
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Creating public space
by raising lobby

Passage on public route

Accessible from both sides;
connecting street levels

Multiple ways of access

Materials variates square perception

Canopies provide enclosure and 
shelter

Visual connections of levels

Canopies enclose the visitor, double 
entry make shops central space

Installations stimulate experience of 
space and enclosure a 3D experience

Perc
ep

tio
n

Closed facade, introvert (yet public) 
program

!

Materialisation of square creates 
gradual entrance into building

Experience of views over the city

Shopping density

High density of shopping activity

Shopping density

High

High density of shopping activity

Backsides of the shops are only used 
for parking and delivery

Pavillions with restaurants, bars and 
fastfood envivid the public space

On market days the monotonous 
space transforms into a vivid place

but only opened on certain 

Closed

for by uniqiue program 

Lots of activities

?
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Neighbouring block turns its back to 
the square, serving competing spaces

No active facilities like a market, 
restaurant or  cafe

Prog
ramme

Large hall = empty feeling

Private

Public

Strict seperation of publc-private:
only public plinth

High density and variety of activities

?
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Variation in uses attracts various users 
on various times of the day

Multiple entries on the public roof 
improves connection inside outside

places appropriation around
fountain

Elevation causes sitting with back 
to square activity

No activities besides shopping 
allowed

Monotonous space, no space reserved 
for benches, trees, slow space 

Creating public space
by raising

Approp
ria

tio
n

Flexible space for expositions etc

?

Separation into various zones, from 
more “public” to more “private”

Large appriatable surface allows 
gathering for city scale activities

Grass covered hills and wind shielded 
benches promote appropriation



urban scenario
Rotterdam as a network city
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Daytime route

Media

Mainstream shopping
Food & Market

Specific

Specific

Specific
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Evening & night route



points of departure
strengthening connections in a network city



Urban Program

?

Urban ProgramUrban Program Building Program

Civic 
Function

Incidental
programs

Offices Dwelling Culture Horeca Shops

!!!!!!! !!!!!!!

!!!!

Stadswinkel XL
4,000 m2

Apartments (x 144)
10,400 m2

Shops & 
Horeca

3,000 m2

Culture

Parking (x 270)
8,600 m2

City Expo

Culture

Creative Industry

Creative Lounge
15,000 m2

!



CITY EXPO CULTURAL EXPERIENCE CREATIVE INDUSTRIECITY EXPO CULTURAL EXPERIENCE CREATIVE INDUSTRIECITY EXPO CULTURAL EXPERIENCE CREATIVE INDUSTRIE

city expo cultural experience creative industry









main public route
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view from the V&D

presenting to the Meent

approaching the site



building design
spatial concept
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atrium block

result of Urban Scenario
Differentiation through function, furniture, colour etc.
- make large space easier to understand
- possibilities for specific appropriation

Differentiation of spaces
- multiple experiences & atmospheres

Careful!
risk of “inhuman” scale
ex. City Hall The Hague

Differentiation
for a more human scale

better than generic appropriation
( ex. Binnenrotte )

differentiation



eating

visit to city office

creative 3

collective functions

creative 1

creative 2

creative 3

generating form
creating connections





Stadswinkel XL  + Living room
P-2700

Parking entrance

Terrace

Stadswinkel XL  + Living room
P-2700

Grand CafeGrand Cafe kitchen

Public reception
Creative businesses

Shops

Shops

Shops

Shops

Shops

Secondary entrance creative businesses

Backoffice Stadswinkel
P+1300

Storage & Expedition

Foyer auditorium
P+2500

City Expo

Dwelling tower
- entrance area
- storage units
- bike storage

Backoffice Stadswinkel
P+1300

Backoffice Stadswinkel
P+1300

Main public entrance Main public entrance



Creative business SMALL

Creative business SMALL

Creative business SMALL

Creative business FLEX
workplaces

Creative business TALL

Creative business FLEX
informal meeting space

Meeting & Presentation rooms
Patio

Auditorium-related &
cultural offices

Auditorium
~300 seats

Backstage area

















architecture office

graphic design firm

photo studio

grand cafe

conference rooms

large ad company

restaurant

large ad company

video editor

web designer

fashion design

small print shop

backoffice
stadswinkel

archive & storage
stadswinkel

stadswinkel XL &
living room

artist studio

parking

parking





building design
construction principles



new “wing” of existing building:
bubbledeck floor system on concrete columns

elevator shafts provide stability



central volumes:
individual construction and stability systems



building design
climate systems



architecture office

graphic design firm

photo studio

grand cafe

conference rooms

large ad company

restaurant

large ad company

video editor

web designer

fashion design

small print shop

backoffice stadswinkel

archive & storage
stadswinkel

stadswinkel XL & living room

artist studio

heat pump

louvers can be opened 
to allow sunlight into 
the building

low temperature heating/cooling 
system used in floors and climate 
ceilings

air handling
unit

air handling
unit

air handling
unit air handling

unit

AHU

mechanical ventilation, with 
individual controls for each 
office

winter situation



architecture office

graphic design firm

photo studio

grand cafe

conference rooms

large ad company

restaurant

large ad company

video editor

web designer

fashion design

small print shop

backoffice stadswinkel

archive & storage
stadswinkel

stadswinkel XL & living room

artist studioair handling
unit

air handling
unit

air handling
unit air handling

unit

AHU

mechanical ventilation, with 
individual controls for each 
office

spring/fall situation



architecture office

graphic design firm

photo studio

grand cafe

conference rooms

large ad company

restaurant

large ad company

video editor

web designer

fashion design

small print shop

backoffice stadswinkel

archive & storage
stadswinkel

stadswinkel XL & living room

artist studio

heat pump

louvers can be closed 
to block direct sunlight

rooflight beams act as large 
louvers, greatly reducing 
direct sun intensity

low temperature heating/cooling 
system used in floors and climate 
ceilings

or used to guide 
indirect light

air handling
unit

air handling
unit

air handling
unit air handling

unit

AHU

mechanical ventilation, with 
individual controls for each 
office

summer situation



building design
materialisation & detailing









horizontal section

horizontal detail G

facade fragment 1:20



horizontal section

horizontal detail G

facade fragment 1:20









horizontal section

horizontal detail G

facade fragment 1:20



Floor system for central volume
Individual floor covering;
In-situ top floor with floor heating/cooling;
Acoustic/thermal separation 20mm;
Bubbledeck floor 320mm

Prebabricated balustrade element 80mm
Thermal/acoustic separation 20mm;

mounted to frame connected to columns

fixed glazing in frame

Facade of volumes
50/18mm wood boarding, fire resistant;
timber frame;
acoustic insulation 50mm, black

Glass balustrade
Laminated safety glass 2x12mm, in steel frame

detail Hdetail E



Floor system for central volume
Individual floor covering;
In-situ top floor with floor heating/cooling;
Acoustic/thermal separation 20mm;
Bubbledeck floor 320mm

Prebabricated balustrade element 80mm
Thermal/acoustic separation 20mm;

mounted to frame connected to columns

fixed glazing in frame

Facade of volumes
50/18mm wood boarding, fire resistant;
timber frame;
acoustic insulation 50mm, black

Glass balustrade
Laminated safety glass 2x12mm, in steel frame

detail Hdetail E





Creative business LARGE

Artists' studios

Artists' studios

Artists' studios

Creative business FLEX
workplaces

Techncal space



Creative business SMALL

Creative business SMALL

Creative business SMALL

Creative business FLEX
workplaces

Creative business MID

Creative business FLEX
informal meeting space

Creative business LARGE

Auditorium-related &
cultural offices



Creative business SMALL

Creative business SMALL

Creative business SMALL

Creative business FLEX
workplaces

Creative business TALL

Creative business FLEX
informal meeting space

Meeting & Presentation rooms
Patio

Auditorium-related &
cultural offices

Auditorium
~300 seats

Backstage area



Creative business SMALL

Creative business SMALL

Creative business SMALL

Creative business FLEX
workplaces

Creative business FLEX
informal meeting space

Auditorium
~300 seats

Backstage area

Auditorium-related &
cultural offices



Restaurant

Creative business SMALL

Creative business SMALL

Creative business SMALL

Creative business FLEX
collective space

Creative business TALL

Creative business FLEX
informal meeting space

Auditorium-related &
cultural offices



Stadswinkel XL  + Living room
P-2700

Parking entrance

Terrace

Stadswinkel XL  + Living room
P-2700

Grand CafeGrand Cafe kitchen

Public reception
Creative businesses

Shops

Shops

Shops

Shops

Shops

Secondary entrance creative businesses

Backoffice Stadswinkel
P+1300

Storage & Expedition

Foyer auditorium
P+2500

City Expo

Dwelling tower
- entrance area
- storage units
- bike storage

Backoffice Stadswinkel
P+1300

Backoffice Stadswinkel
P+1300

Main public entrance Main public entrance
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