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Officierscasino, Soesterberg Airbase, Soesterberg Kolonel Palmkazerne, Bussum SAS-site, ‘t Harde



Cold War Heritage
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Kolonel Palmkazerne, Bussum



Dutch kazernes 1945-1997
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Kolonel Palmkazerne
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Kolonel Palmkazerne, Bussum



Location
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context



Kolonel Palmkazerne
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Open and closed space
(inspiration source: Crimson, 2020)

Green structure
(inspiration source: Crimson, 2020)
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Military barrack as tents in open field 
between Bussum & Laren

Construction barracks and first part 
Keukengebouw (official design was 
never finished)

Second World War, Kazerne in use by 
German Wehrmacht and Luftwaffe, 
heavily bombed in 1944 and 1945

After re-construction in use by Royal 
Dutch Army, kitchen building added

Vliegramp, Airplane demolished 
building 3 (again)

Multiple military uses (Intendance
School, education), interiors renovated, 
expansions kitchen building added

Military sold the Kazerne, temporary 
use or vacancy: new plan needed

<1938

1938-1940

1940-1945

1948-1957

1957

1957-2006

>2006

History



Keukengebouw
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source: own 
image based 
on Sarah 
Wigglesworth 
and Jeremy 
Till drawing 
titled 
Increasing 
Disorder In A 
Dining Table 
(1997).
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dings

Value Assessment
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High value

Positive value

Indifferent value

Negative value

Value Assessment based on the matrix 
proposed in Kuipers & de Jonge (2017) 
with on the vertical axis Brand’s layers 
(1995) and the horizontal axis the 
values proposed by Tarrafa Silva & 
Pereira Roders (2012).
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Conclusion values
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Original ensemble has 
high value

Historical layers keukengebouw
can make an incoherent 

building

Part of larger system as high 
national value
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Photo by Jasmijn van Breemen

Original ensemble has 
high value
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East façade, “original front” West façade, “original back”

Historical layers keukengebouw
can make an incoherent 

building
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Part of larger system as high 
national value



Palimpsest

Modest position as architect
Old and new not separated worlds
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Photo in public domain
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Research Question

“How can lessons learned from the military Boostkazernes, in 
relation with contemporary housing design, along a focus on 

standardisation, be implemented in an adaptive reuse design for 
the keukengebouw of the Kolonel Palmkazerne in Bussum?” 
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A B C
“What is the theoretical 

debate about 
standardisation in 
housing design?” 

“What can we learn from 
the military 

Boostkazernes for 
standardisation?” 

“What are the values of 
the existing 

keukengebouw of the 
Kolonel Palmkazerne?” 

“How can lesson learned be 
implemented in a re-design for 

the keukengebouw of the 
Kolonel Palmkazerne?”

D



Research Question
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A B C
“What is the theoretical 

debate about 
standardisation in 
housing design?” 

“What can we learn from 
the military 

Boostkazernes for 
standardisation?” 

“What are the values of 
the existing 

keukengebouw of the 
Kolonel Palmkazerne?” 

“How can lesson learned be 
implemented in a re-design for 

the keukengebouw of the 
Kolonel Palmkazerne?”

D



Diagram
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Housing shortage
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source: Platform Woonopgave



Standardisation paradox?
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Architectural quality Standardisation



Theoretical framework

No ‘object’
Architect John Habraken’s book: De dragers en de mensen (1961)
Standardisation as framework
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“ruimte maken,
ruimte laten”

Herman Hertzberger



Diagram
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Case study comparison
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Boost’s blokkendoos
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source: N.V. Fotodrukind. “Emdeeha”



Connection with surroundings
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source: SVP, n.d. Crailo, buurstchap in de natuursource: SVP, 2025

Conclusion:

 Connect with surrounded green

 More one person households and more elderly (individualisation)



concept



Masterplan
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1. Demolish existing wings in poor 
condition

2. Activate basement 3. Add translation of legeringsgebouwen

4. Use contemporary sustainable 
construction method

5. Leave space for interpretation user 6. Connect by elevated platform

Concept schemes



From concept to architecture
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connection old and new activate basement



Research by design
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design



Ground floor plan
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plan scale 1.200



Short section
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section scale 1.50



Basement
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basement plan scale 1.100



Former façade
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east façade scale 1.200

west façade scale 1.200



Additions to façade
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east façade scale 1.200

west façade scale 1.200



Façade 1.200
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east façade scale 1.200

west façade scale 1.200



Palimpsest
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Symmetry
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context scale 1.500



technical elaboration



Pond skylight
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detail scale 1.5



Climate design
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Platform new/old
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section scale 1.20
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01 foundation 02 prefab CLT elements

03 brickwork 04 finishing roof, prefab dormers

New structure



Box-in-box
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detail scale 1.5



Climate design
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Climate design legeringsgebouw
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experience



Elevated platform
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Bike storage
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Working spaces
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Pergola
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Variation of lifestyles
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housing plan scale 1.50



conclusion



Conclusion
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a



a boost for standardisation 
an adaptive reuse of the kolonel palmkazerne into an 

ensemble for contemporary housing design



Methodology
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Methodology
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