
michał smagała
borders & territories

2021/2022

hinterland in transition



hinterland:

The variegated non-city spaces that are swept into the maelstrom of  urbanisation,  
whether as supply zones, impact zones, sacrifice zones, logistics corridors, or otherwise.

N. Brenner (2014)
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HINTERLAND EXPLANATION

Greece
electrical grid + energy use  3
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Mavropigi, Polymylos, Kleitos
rescue excavations
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Mavropigi
dualistic history
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The Industrial Revolution 
iron & coal dependency
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Field Operations
displacement process
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Field Operations 
landscape transformation



Cut & Fill  
logic of  removing  24
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Territorial expansion
of  mining operations
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Territorial fluctuation
of  mining operations
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Territorial expansion
area comparision with Thessaloniki



 
 a = 1325m 
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Scale of  extraction
volumetry of  extracted lignite



 
 a = 2040m 

30
Scale of  extraction
volumetry of  all extracted material
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Territorial expansion
communities’ displacement due to sprawling mining operations
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Territorial expansion
Mavropigi
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Environmental impact 
soil and water interdependence 
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Mine closure 
common approaches
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66 m. years

Mine transition 
in-flux approach



32

26

24

22

20

24

22

34

36

32

26

24

22

20

34

369088868482

92 94 96 98 00

9088868482

92 94 96 98 00 02

9088868482

92 94 96 98 00 02

E

C
D

B

A

E

C
D

B

11

22
33

A
Mavropigi
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Critical steps 
safe areas
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Critical steps 
soil removal / buffer zone 
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Critical steps 
in-situ soil flushing / capping 
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Critical steps 
landslide prevention 
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Critical steps 
water reservoirs preparation / cessation of  water pumping 
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Ecological and productional transition 
reforesting + agrigcultural areas
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Ecological and productional transition 
linear park



48
Ecological and productional transition 
decentralized production zones
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Ecological and productional transition 
decentralized production zones
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Hinterland in transition 
a path of  displaced villages
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Hinterland in transition 
interventions

1

2

3
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object  1: 

critical section
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Critical section 
two scales
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Critical section 
field operations
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Critical section 
perpendicular sections
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Critical section 
longitudinal section, 1:500
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Critical section 
perpendicular section, 1:500
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Critical section 
zoom-in, 1:50
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  9:00        

  18:00        

Critical section 
shadow analysis
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object 2:

control room
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Location 
soil-flushing line
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Location 
soil-flushing perimeter



75
Location 
soil-flushing tumulus
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Control room 
soil-flushing process
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Control room 
roof  plan, 1:500
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Control room 
longitudinal section, 1:500
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Control room 
plan, 1:100
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Control room 
plan, 1:100
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Control room 
longitudinal section, 1:100
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Control room 
structure
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B CA D

Control room 
cross-sections, 1:100
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landfill soil
clay layer

compacted soil

rammed earth tiles 28x28

rammed earth blocks 180x80

facade opening 85x10, tapered 

keystone block 
rammed earth wall 
carved-out opening

facade opening 182x10, tapered 

exposed ridge 

clay layer 

Control room 
cross-section and facade zoom-in, 1:20
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untreated 
rammed earth block

sanded edge

polished 
rammed earth 

lignite particles  

Control room 
structure - zoom-in, 1:5
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Control room 
exterior - interior 
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object 3:

lost and found office



92
Lost and found 
objects from different temporalities
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Location 
temporarily removed ground 
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Cut & Fill  
texture
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r: 40m

h max: 14m d: 12m 

Building process  
cutting 
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Building process  
cutting 
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Building process  
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Building process  
cutting
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Building process  
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Building process  
filling



101
Building process  
cutting 
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Building process  
cutting
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Building process  
cutting



Cut & Fill  
texture 104



Cut & Fill  
texture 105
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[m]5010510
Lost and found office 
plan and elevations, 1:100
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0

[m]10
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1

5

[m]1 5 10 20
Lost and found office 
cross-section, 1:100
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[m]0 1 5 10 50
Lost and found office 
elevation
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0

spring summer autumn winter

1 5 10 50 [m]
Lost and found office 
light and shadow 
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0 1 5 10 [m]20
Lost and found office 
structure - longitudinal and cross sections, 1:20 
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Lost and found office 
structure - zoom-in, 1:5
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Lost and found office 
texture - cross section and top view 1:2
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Lost and found office 
materiality - inside and outside
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Lost and found office 
context’s transiton 
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hinterland in transition


