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1:5000

the tree in front of the entrance building is an impressive • 
image

the whole place has an atmosphere that can be • 
associated to ancient Roman ruin gardens, where in the 
open fields large trees are scathered amidst the stones

the city is very much visible from within the cemetery, • 
thereby reminding the user that it really is an urban place

MONUMENTAL VEGETATION AND OTHER OBJECTS

SIZE AND MEASURES

size of the burial grounds: approximately 81.000 m2• 
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ARRIVAL DEMARCATION1:5000 1:5000

the powerful wall of forest trees that is always present in the view of the user

the cemetery is placed on the edge of the city• 
when one is close enough to some of the edges, or when • 
one approaches the entrance, one can look out over the 
natural landscape of the Utrechtse Heuvelrug
the edge is formed by local trees and provides a • 
powerful background curtain that is always present 
in the view of the user when walking throughout the 
cemetery

the procession of this cemetery is carefully crafted• 
one enters through the entrance markers next to the • 
street, leading into the parking
from here, one slowly starts to see the space in front of • 
the entrance building
the entrance building slowly emerges• 
here, the effect is even more dramatic due to the subtle • 
slope of the landscape, with the user walking towards a 
higher place
the entrance building is a large complex, including the • 
auditorium and a formal waiting place in front of it
when one has passed through the gates in the entrance • 
building one is confronted with a dramatic axis, that 
looks somewhat similar (but smaller) to what was done 
in Versailles

ZUIDERHOF, HILVERSUM

top: the dramatic axis that is seen when one has walked through the entrance building
bottom: the sloping terrain before the entrance building
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looking back to the auditorium from the other end of the axisthe powerful wall of forest trees that is always present in the view of the user

the auditorium is the focal point of the design, • 
dominating the axes of the plan
the entrance building is both an entrance gate and • 
auditorium, as well as an architectural piece

this cemetery has the potential to be seen as sight-seeing • 
place within Hilversum

the service spaces are attached to the entrance spaces • 
as well as to the cemetery

BUILDINGS AND SERVICE SPACESSTRUCTURE OF PATHS

the routing system is very simple and structured, with • 
the main paths forming a grid
within the grid the sub-structures are placed• 

although quite large, the cemetery manages to find • 
a perfect struggling tension between the grand/
monumental and the intimate/personal
what happens here is that people are able to be free in • 
their personal touches to their grave, but the variety is 
controlled by the powerful that is omni-present: this is a 
great way to draw away attention from stones that are 
sticking out like a sore thumb!
the large site becomes intimate due to the multiple • 
layering of hedges, trees and the large edge
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1:5000 1:5000MONUMENTAL VEGETATION AND OTHER OBJECTS SIZE AND MEASURES

size of the burial grounds: approximately 102.000 m2• 


