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IDEOLOGY



problematics

control privacy vs publicness



approach

freedom of choices smooth transition through opposing realities



URBAN SCALE



existing situation analysis
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complex of housing block form the 60s - area of 
interest

complex of residential and commercial - use mid-rise 
buildings

chaotic, newly built mix use structures- commerce, 
parking lots, garages

gas station building

gas station area

high rise mix - use and office buildings under construc-
tion (201 and 268 m tall)

high rise development area

closed off, tall, aggresive impermeable back wall

area of interest

different levels of the roads

aggressive and direct interraction bewteen high speed 
road and pedestrian areas
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plot as a mediating hub
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block for intervention
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block for intervention - buildings in detail



urban interventions - direct context
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block 01 analysis

reatil/ public functions for sale residential

Values/ characteristics:

-building has the same style, typology and 
materials as one from the main building 
block
-the only building with a set back - front 
yard protected by fence
-transposition of style and visual 
expression
-transposition of colors (baige and green) 
from the neighbouring building (left)
-valuable herritage from th 60s
-regular horizontality
-rectilinear rythmical expression

Problematics:

-wasted potential of the forecourt - tall 
fencing
-disturbing electricity installations present 
on the facade
-stylistical missmatch with adjacent 
building (right)

Values/ characteristics:

-more contemporary example (or recent 
renovation) 
-transposition of colors (baige and green) 
from the neighbouring building (right)
-consistent and balanced coloring and 
materiality
-good condition
-continuation of the scale and proportion of 
neighbouring building (left)

Problematics:

-non apparent

Values/ characteristics:

-vivid visual division between floors - 
different stylistical expression
-sloping tile roof
-top floor - vertical articulation of 
reppetative wooden cladding - structure 
related?
-significantly protruding overhang

Problematics:

-poor renovation techniques - covering 
up original materials
-present billboard and advertisement
-disturbing electricity installations 
present on the facade

Values/ characteristics:

-strong horizontality expressed by different treatement 
on each floor
-protruding overhang 
-irregular volume - building taller towards left side
-corner exposed building - wall facing the junction
-irregular, not matching windows eg circular one, 
vertically prolonged one
-visible roof wooden structure

Problematics:

-exposure to noise and intensive traffic
-lack of maintenance - windows in poor condition, a lot 
of graffiti
-lack of consistency and  control in terms of renovation 
- different treatement of the groundfloor
-multiple billboards and posters covering up the 
building
-disturbing electricity installations present on the facade
-exhaust pipes/ chimneys on the facade

Values/ characteristics:

-historical, herritage value - colonial style
-symmetry 
-materiality - original brick
-white stone framing
-windows’ detailing
-white stone sculpted columns
-wooden door framing
-cornice detailing
-historical and stylistical expression matching 
opposite side of the street
-courtyard - colonial typology

Problematics:

-unmatching gates - disturbed symmetry
-stylistical missmatch with adjacent buildings (right 
and left) - historical building locked in the ‘brackets’ 
of modernist cubes
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Value assesment:

historic:

utilitarian/ social:

contextual:

Value assesment:

historic:

utilitarian/ social:

contextual:

Value assesment:

historic:

utilitarian/ social:

contextual:

Value assesment:

historic:

utilitarian/ social:

contextual:

Value assesment:

historic:

utilitarian/ social:

contextual:
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block 02 analysis

Values/ characteristics:

- cheap, fast and easy construction
-fenced of set back - car parking
- very low density to floor area ratio - structure working 
as a temporary place holder for better and more 
profitable investment - waste of potential of the space 
in current time

Problematics:

-despite being relativeley new - very poor maintenance
-graffiti
-closed off - no access (also visual) from the street
-no apparent architecturally attractive features
-visually unattractive exposure to main street - plain 
facade and parked cars

Value assesment:

historic:

utilitarian/ social:

contextual:

Values/ characteristics:

-directly facing main road - big traffic exposure
-spacious, warehouse - like indoors
- very low density to floor area ratio - structure working 
as a temporary place holder for better and more 
profitable investment - waste of potential of the space 
in current time

Problematics:

-visually unattractive 
- irregular facade 
-vivid red coloring
-poor maintenance - graffiti
-unused - waste of potential in great location

Value assesment:

historic:

utilitarian/ social:

contextual:

Values/ characteristics:

-set back from main street - space for car parking
-fenced off area
- visually accessible only brick wall
-visible passage for cars
-- very low density to floor area ratio - structure working 
as a temporary place holder for better and more 
profitable investment - waste of potential of the space 
in current time

Problematics:

-visually unattractive banners present
-socially unattractive function in this location - car 
mechanics
- waste of potential in great location

Value assesment:

historic:

utilitarian/ social:

contextual:

Values/ characteristics:

-residential building
-simple, regular minimalistic 
expression
-setback - unused foreground

Problematics:

-unactivated plinth
-windows directly facing 
intense traffic road - noise and 
pollution
-fenced off

Value assesment:

historic:

utilitarian/ social:

contextual:

Values/ characteristics:

-very vivid and aggresive visual expression on teh 
parameter
-corner plot 
-very big open foreground - cr parking area
-few irregular closed building in teh back
- very low density to floor area ratio - structure working 
as a temporary place holder for better and more 
profitable investment - waste of potential of the space 
in current time

Problematics:

-aesthetics unmatching with the surroundings
-great waste of space
-wasted potential given the location and exposure

Value assesment:

historic:

utilitarian/ social:

contextual:

parking areas directly facing main street residential services
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block 03 analysis

reatil/ public functions residential

Values/ characteristics:

-historical, herritage value - colonial style
- materiality - brick
-white window framing detail
-sloping tile roof
-courtyard - colonial typology
-prolonged windows - articulation of the entrance
-corner exposed building - wall facing the piazza
-attractive and spacious foreground in front of the 
buuilding

Problematics:

-lack of maintenance
-poor renovation techniques - coated original brick
-significant level of devastation - graffiti
-multiple posters, bilboards and advertisements - 
covering the building

Value assesment:

historic:

utilitarian/ social:

contextual:
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reatil/ public functions residential

Values/ characteristics:

-historical, herritage value - colonial style
- materiality - brick
-white window framing detail
-sloping tile roof
-courtyard - colonial typology
-prolonged windows - articulation of the entrance
-corner exposed building - wall facing the piazza
-attractive and spacious foreground in front of the 
buuilding

Problematics:

-lack of maintenance
-poor renovation techniques - coated original brick
-significant level of devastation - graffiti
-multiple posters, bilboards and advertisements - 
covering the building

Value assesment:

historic:

utilitarian/ social:

contextual:
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resulting plot for intervention
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1.

2.

3.

areas of different characterisctics



WORKING WITH EXISTING BUILDINGS

learning curve leading to the new design



new levels of publicness



open groundfloor

progressive scope of intervention

10 % 100 %90 %70 %50 %40 %30 % 10 % 100 %90 %70 %50 %40 %30 %

activated rooftop

10 % 100 %90 %70 %50 %40 %30 %

public staircase in courtyard wells

10 % 100 %90 %70 %50 %40 %30 %

staircases for residents

10 % 100 %90 %70 %50 %40 %30 %

apartments arrangement of each floor 
- communal corridor

10 % 100 %90 %70 %50 %40 %30 %

opan space on each floor 
- freedom of development

working with existing buildings



1. Open Groundfloor

2. Vertical Circulation Shaft

3. Elevated Street

4. Activated Rooftop

IDENTITY OF PUBLIC SPACE

1

2

3

4

Name:

Location:

Positioning:

Quantity:

Direct interaction with:

Participation in Frontier(s):

Designation:

Time of exposure:

Potential for social interaction:

Spatial proximity to others:

Open Groundfloor

Level 0 of the new building

Horizontal

1

Public Space 02 and 05

1 and 6

Dynamic

Long

Medium

Distant

IDENTITY CARD: Public Space 01

Description:

an open plain, a size of a footprint of the building, created through removal of the groundfloor; 

created to evoke the feeling of lightness, permeability, impression of floating - all the features desired in building with 
purpuse of inviting people inside; circulation and additional functions underneath the volume

limitation of the number of physical obstacles
uninterrupted flow bor both: the ones just passing by horizontally and the ones going to public starcase

accentation of movement and flow in design expression - aerodynamic curves, paths
expressing two ways of using the space - both equal and important, both public and accessible for everybody

different design of paths - change in material, surfaces, maybe levels - eg just one step

also implementation of a rest- spot - it’s a dynamic space and the priority function is the circulation but it also requires 
momments of pause - green patches, benches incorporated in paths and dynamic expression in general

Purpuse:

Spatial Demands:

Name:

Location:

Positioning:

Quantity:

Direct interaction with:

Participation in Frontier(s):

Designation:

Time of exposure:

Potential for social interaction:

Spatial proximity to others:

Vertical Circulation Shaft

Central axis of the building, connecting all the floors

Vertical

2

Public Space 01, 03 and 04

1, 2 and 3

Dynamic

Short

Small

Close

IDENTITY CARD: Public Space 02

Description:

a vertical courtyard - like well carved within the volume of the building close to its central core/ axis and duplicated for better 
efficiency; the shaft connects the groundfloor aith all the storeys and activated rooftop

primarily circulation - transporting visitors along the vertical axis from the groundfloor through all the floors up to the rooftop; 
source of natural light and air - not enclosed on top; incorporation of water feature - aesthetical values and water collection 

on the roof

translucency and transparency - possibility to observe surroundings while transporting - glass or open shaft - just railings
abstract, vivid and strong articulation/ expression on the grounfloor - need for accentation of openness and accessibility 

for everybody - extending partially into a pathway, expanding outside of the well/shaft footprint

goal: acomodating two features: open and attractive in order to make sure people will use it - this is a very crucial 
momment which will determine wheather the people will actually use the building meaning - take the stairs and go up

upwards comfortable stairs allowing for passing by comfortably and continuous visual acces to what is happening on all 
the floors

when meeting the rooftop - a structure allowing to catch rain water and direct it along the shaft - not a typical roof - it has 
to allow for the maximum of daylight access

at nighttime:strong artificial illumination - light beams visible from distance, light guiding to use the vertical shafts

Purpuse:

Spatial Demands:

Name:

Location:

Positioning:

Quantity:

Direct interaction with:

Participation in Frontier(s):

Designation:

Time of exposure:

Potential for social interaction:

Spatial proximity to others:

Elevated Street

Each floor between the groundfloor and rooftop

Horizontal

4

Public Space 02

2

Static

Long

Big

Distant

IDENTITY CARD: Public Space 03

Description:

a horizontal plain in the size and dimensions of the footprint of the building multiplied according to the demand of floors; 
allelevated streets are connected with each other by vertical shafts - Public Space 02

unrestricted, free open public space - multiplication of area on the groundfloor - more areas accessible for everybody; 

limitation of vertical supports: wallc and collumns - the goal is to achieve as open and uninterrupted space as possible in 
which elements of higher levels of restriction can be implemented

goal: finding a structure allowing for freeing of the plan
both movement and rest points - horizontal circulation in order to reach certain less public entities but also public plain as 

a destination itself

Purpuse:

Spatial Demands:

Name:

Location:

Positioning:

Quantity:

Direct interaction with:

Participation in Frontier(s):

Designation:

Time of exposure:

Potential for social interaction:

Spatial proximity to others:

Activated Rooftop

Rooftop of entire building or parts of it

Horizontal

1

Public Space 02

3

Static

Long

Big

Distant

IDENTITY CARD: Public Space 04

Description:

a horizontal plain on the top of designed building serving as open air, mostly uncovered leisure area; depending on the 
shape of the building and number of floors the dimensions may be equal to to building footprint or be smaller - only parts 

of teh rooftop to be activated; 

open area is suppose to imatete the antural outdoor conditions beacuse unlimited natural sunligh access, rainfalls and 
unrestricted air movement - implementation of urban green, park - like area in the dense and busy city center

no roofs and limitation of covers and canopies - maximum exposure to natural conditions; grass fields, trees and bushes 
- elevated park on teh top of the building; water collectors above circulation wells - collecting water and directing it 
downwards; paths and relaxation areas with usage of natural materials; taking full advantage of surrounding landscapes - 

both natural and skyline of the city; 

Purpuse:

Spatial Demands:

new typologies of public spaces

Open Groundfloor

Vertical Circulation

Elevated Street

Activated Rooftop



towards new design



LEVELS OF RESTRICTION AND ACCESSIBILITY



open, accessible for 
everybody public area

private or semi public areas of 
restricted access

condition mediating between 
two opposite states

relation between public and private



different levels of restriction

Level 01

eg. park, street

Level 02

eg. shop, cafe

Level 03

eg. library, art/culture center

Level 04

eg. office

Level 05

eg. private apartment



FINAL DESIGN

main principles



design goals

permeability variety



area of intervention



removing the street



directions of pedestrian flow



structure placed over points of intensitystructure placed over points of intensitystructure placed over points of intensity



dissolution of volumes to achieve variety



responding to context



elevated pedestrian circulation



circulation with volumes creating a whole



merging of building with the landscape - gradual platforms



building in detail

FINAL DESIGN
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Legend:

regular pavement - responsing to exisitng standards in closest neighbourhood 

surface type 01 - flat, blending tool between standard outdoors and area of 
the project - subtle transitioning

surface type 02 - flat areas mediating between more opposing realities eg. 
high traffic infrastructure and inside of the building

benches

platforms climbing upwards, to the first level of the building

areas underneath the platforms tall enough for regular use

areas underneath the platforms -not accessible

greenery

bodies of water

elevated platforms with incorporated sitting areas and in -built plant pots
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first floor plan - scale 1:200
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first floor plan - scale 1:200
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first floor plan - fragment in detail 
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entrance from the gradually rising platforms

elevator

exemplary function based on location within the complex and 
structural requirements: private apartment

public elevated walkway

staircase
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second floor plan - fragment in detail
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exemplary function based on location within the complex and 
structural requirements: private apartment

exemplary function based on location within the complex and 
structural requirements: office

exemplary function based on location within the complex and 
structural requirements: cafe

public elevated walkway

staircase

patch of greenery located on the open public square - 
space of relax and leisure accessible by everybody

elevator

extension of the cafe - outdoor tables on one of the public 
squares
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third floor plan - fragment in detail 
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exemplary function based on location within 
the complex and structural requirements: cafe

exemplary function based on location within 
the complex and structural requirements: 
office

exemplary function based on location within 
the complex and structural requirements: shop

leisure area with urban furniture surrounded by 
patch of greenery

leisure area with incorporated bench and 
patch of greenery

public elevated walkway

staircase

extension of the cafe - outdoor tables on one 
of the public squares
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fourth floor plan - fragment in detail 
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exemplary function based on location within the complex 
and structural requirements: office

exemplary function based on location within the complex 
and structural requirements: cafe

leisure area with incorporated bench and patch of green-
ery

staircase

private terrace: extension of the cafe - outdoor tables

patch of greenery located on the open public square - 
space of relax and leisure accessible by everybody



fourth floor plan - fragment in detail 



activated rooftop floor plan - scale 1:200 
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activated rooftop floor plan - scale 1:200 
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activated rooftop - fragment in detail
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leisure area with incorporated bench and patch of green-
ery

staircase

elevator

leisure area with urban furniture surrounded by 
patch of greenery

leisure area with incorporated bench and 
patch of greenery

public elevated walkway



activated rooftop - fragment in detail



CHOOSING YOUR OWN PATH WITHIN THE LANDSCAPE 



multiplicity of avaliable options



choosing one’s route



all the possible routes within the building

first floor

second floor

third floor

fourth floor

rooftop

entrance points

junction of routes - point of making a choice

all routes possibilities

final destination of a route

change of levels - staircase



choosing one exemplary route

first floor

second floor

third floor

fourth floor

rooftop

main route

deviation from main route - reaching areas of higher re-
striction level



the chosen route - individually built perception



subjectively built building experience



01.First floorExemplary path experience

Impression 

Spatial tools used

Level of restriction of access
1st 1st 1st 1st 1st

4th

3rd

5th

2nd

Time, distance and effort 
increase - measure of devia-
tion from main, core path

Intensity of the experience - stimula-
tion of sensorial perception

02. Second floor 03. Third floor 04. Fourth floor 05. Rooftop

Platforms - alternative way 
to enter the building, 
gradual rising from the 
grounds; circulation and 
leisure area

continuation of path 
expressed by materials, 
textures and formal 
design choices

continuation of path 
expressed by materials, 
textures and formal 
design choices

continuation of path 
expressed by materials, 
textures and formal 
design choices

visual and physical 
permeability, airiness and 
spatiality

change of levels - 
staircase

change of levels - 
staircase

change of levels - 
staircase

continuation of path 
expressed by materials, 
textures and formal 
design choices

change of levels - 
staircase

maximum openness, 
visual permeability and 
spatiality - lack of walls 
and top cover

unrestricted view - city 
skyline and natural 
landscape - mountains

Publicly accessible area 
of leisure and relax - 
greenery and urban 
furniture, seating possibili-
ties

continuous experience - 
lack of abstacles and 
interruptions

continuous experience - 
lack of abstacles and 
interruptions

continuous experience - 
lack of abstacles and 
interruptions

extension of specific 
function towards 
unrestricted public space 
- blurring the bounaries 
between teh two - 
outdoor cafe tables and 
seating areas

Interaction with the Box:

Cafe - visual permeability 
and accesssibility - 
transparent facade 
cladding

Interaction with the Box:

Cafe - entrance highly 
exposed and located on 
the main public square

Patch of greenery - 
encouraging relaxed 
feeling, impression of 
leisure area accessible for 
everybody

Patch of greenery - 
encouraging relaxed 
feeling, 

Public leisure area - urban 
furniture

Interaction with the Box:

Private apartment - 
extended additional 
distance and journey time

Deviation from the main path in order to reach more resricted areas
Deviation from the main path in order to reach more 
resricted areas

Interaction with the Box:

Private apartment - 
hidden, invisible entrance

Interaction with the Box:

Private apartment - 
opaque, visually 
impermeable facade 
cladding

Interaction with the Box:

Art/ Culture Center - 
moderately extended 
distance and journey 
time

Interaction with the Box:

Office - additional 
platform - slight change 
of levels as additional 
indication of increase of 
restriction

Interaction with the Box:

Office usage of multiple 
contrasting surfaces and 
materials - way to 
increate awarness and 
point attention to spatial 
signals

Interaction with the Box:

Art/ Culture Center - 
semi permeable 
cladding

?

?

subjectively built building experience - timeline: 
spatial tools and their sensorial effects
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subjectively built building experience - timeline: 
spatial tools and their sensorial effects



STRUCTURE



main mega structure 



insertion of boxes



boxes’ structure



rigidizing elements
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placement of boxes according to structural requirements 
(example: 2nd floor right segment)     



F
E

D

C
B

A 14138 9 10 11 12

72 3 4 5 61

F
E

D

C
B

A 14138 9 10 11 12

72 3 4 5 61

F
E

D

C
B

A 14138 9 10 11 12

72 3 4 5 61

F
E

D

C
B

A 14138 9 10 11 12

72 3 4 5 61

+8,00

+8,00

+8,00

+8,00

+8,00

+8,00

+8,00

+8,00

+8,00

+8,00 +8,00

+8,00+8,00

+8,00

+12,00

+12,00

+12,00

+12,00

+12,00

+12,00
+12,00

+12,00

+12,00

+12,00
+12,00

+12,00

+12,00

+12,00

+16,00

+16,00

+16,00

+16,00

+16,00

+16,00

+16,00

+16,00

+16,00
+16,00

+16,00

+16,00

+16,00

+16,00

+16,00

+16,00
+16,00

+20,00

+20,00

+20,00
+20,00

+20,00

+20,00

+20,00+20,00

placement of boxes according to structural requirements 
(example: 2nd floor right segment)     



box structure - primary rigidizer

CLT slab - top rigidizing element

interior finishing - suspended ceilling

CLT wall - vertical rigidizing element

wooden collumns - supporting structure

external cladding - polycarbonate 
panels

CLT slab - bottom rigidizing element



fixing to megastructure and usage of service space

mega structure - combination of steel 
collumns and trusses

usage of ‘in between truss’ area for 
service installations 



box within a box - external layer of cladding

top cover leveling up with truss top  
surface

‘box within the box’ - insertion of sec-
ondary cladding enclosing inner box, 

trusses and service area between them



working with external elements

terrace located on top of enclosed box

suspended pathways leading to boxes 
fixed directly to megastructure
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4.00 2.00

detail 01 detail 02
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00
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4.00 2.00

boxes - floor plans scale 1:50  

category 01 - 3 rigidizing elements category 02 - 2 rigidizing elements



main structure and box connection floor plan - details 1:10

detail 01

steel column 
HEM SECTION 800
814 x 403 mm

CLT wall
5 layers: 
40/40/60/40/40 mm

inner wall finishing
plaster 20 mm

thermal insuation
60 mm

hollow service wall
with humid resistant 
lining 

wall structure:
wooden column
150 x 150 mm

transparent wall:
polycarbonate 
pannels 
40 mm

external cladding 
enclosing box main 
segment and service 
area - metal mesh 
panels - some of 
them movable - 
dynamic shading

mdf board
20 mm

elevation metal pannel
34 mm

detail 02



+3,70 m

+6,90 m

+7,70 m

+2,90 m

+6,55 m

+4,00m

+/- 0,00 m

+4,00m

40
3

m
m

814 mm

main structure and box connection - section 1:50

detail 03

detail 04



main structure and box connection section - details 1:10

detail 01

detail 02

steel column 
HEM SECTION 800
814 x 403 mm

CLT wall
5 layers: 
40/40/60/40/40 mm

instalations inside thes 
ervice space

steel truss
800 mm - welded connection
to the column

suspanded ceiling
inside the box

CLT slab
5 layers: 
40/40/60/40/40 mm

truss damping unit flooring inside of the box



boxes’ facade options

restriction level 1

transparency and permeability

polycarbonate polycarbonate overlaid with partial green wall wooden planks

cortenpolycarbonate overlaid with metal mesh panels

polycarbonate overlaid with wooden panels

restriction level 2-3

semi transparency - flexible regulation

restriction level 4-5

opequness and impermeability



how would it work in practice

REALIZATION



the catalogue of ptions



choosing your own personalized option

Step 02
Choose your location

The building is constructed in a way that allows for placement of your personalized 
space according to some general rules. Those rules influence the level of accessibility 

of your space, its privacy and exposure to the public. In order to help you choose 
option the most suitable for your needs we will be operating within 3 categories: level 

of restriction of access, openness and permeability, density and public exposure.

START

WHO can access my space?

HOW visible do I want to be?

WHAT kind of public attention do I want?
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Category 01 

 Level of restriction of access

Questions:

 Who do you want your space to be accessed by?
What level of control do you want to have over who accesses your space?

What tool/action is required to access?

Category 02 

Openness and permeability

Questions:
Do you want your space to be transparent or hidden?

Do you want to manifest its function or conceal it?

Category 03

Density and public exposure

Questions:

Do you want your space to be more private or public?
Is your goal to attract public attention?

Do you want to invite passers by into your space?

min max

Only very limited and 
strictly controlled group 
of people can access

Everybody can access 
without any identity  
verification

min max

Total transparencyNo visual penetration

min max

Exposed and invitingWithdrawn and concealed
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THANK YOU!


